
 
 
 
 
Greetings to All!   
  
Welcome to our very first issue of the UBIS Newsletter. We'd like to begin by sharing 
with you how the Urantia Book Internet School began, followed by details 
regarding activities planned for the months ahead.   
  
    * A Brief History of the Urantia Book Internet School      
  
The Urantia Book Internet School  was first envisioned by one of the trustees of the 
Urantia Foundation in the summer of 1998.  A reader/volunteer was found to put the 
project in motion, and a year of practice and planning ensued.  An email format was 
developed, a practice course was experienced and evaluated, and the initial group 
of Teacher/Facilitators was found.  After a year of preparation, the first UBIS course was 
presented in July of 1999.  The courses were held on the Urantia Foundation website, 
each course having a dedicated email address. 
  
In 2001 the volunteer group developed its Mission and Purpose Statement and created a 
five-member Board of Directors as its decision-making vehicle.  This was done in order 
to progress with group wisdom and practice teamwork.  This group has now grown 
to seven members and is designated the UBIS Board and Staff.  These members, as well 
as several dedicated volunteers, contribute their time and talents in many ways, such as 
Secretary, Archives/Course Library, the Teacher Training Class, Course Review 
Committee, Public Relations, Semester Planning, and service as Teacher/Facilitators and 
Mentors to the new T/Fs. 
  
In January of 2006 the UBIS moved from an email format to a web-based format.  The 
website offers several advantages, and, as it is new, it is still being evaluated and 
upgraded. 
  
Since July 1999, the UBIS has presented 72 English courses to the readership 
worldwide.  Courses are also presented in French, Spanish, and Finnish.  It is indeed 
heartwarming to meet readers from five continents participating together in a course of 
study.  From Ghana to New Zealand, from Alaska to Bolivia, from Zambia to Canada, 
from Spain and Belgium to Mexico and the United States, readers come together for 
study and fellowship.  The UBIS has had a wonderful learning experience during these 
first eight years, and we look forward to learning new and additional ways and methods 
to be of service in the coming years.   



  
   * Looking Ahead  
   
Thirteen interested UBIS students have been invited to attend our next Teacher Training 
Class, planned to begin on September 17, 2007, and we are very thrilled about that!  The 
UBIS continues to grow, and we need additional teachers.  This is a five-week class that 
uses an email format and is led by members of our teaching staff.  In addition to the T/T 
class, the UBIS Staff is currently evaluating methods for website improvement and 
studying ways of enhancing the curriculum. 
  
   * The September 2007 Semester    
  
The September 2007 "Schedule of Courses" will be announced in more detail on the 
UBIS page of the Urantia Foundation website:  www.urantia.org/ubis/  on  Monday, 
August 6.  
Registration will begin on Monday, September 3, on the UBIS 
website:  www.urantiabookschool.org  Briefly, the courses and Teacher/Facilitators for 
September are: 
  
   The Universal Father  - T/F   Cheryl Melancon                 
   A Study of Seraphim  -  T/F  Mary Steigerwald               
   Jesus as the Master Teacher  -  T/F  Carolyn Prentice      
   The Post-Bestowal Age on Urantia:  A Perspective  -  T/F  Dorothy Elder   
   
 * Comments from a Teacher/Facilitator    
  
Each newsletter will feature comments from either students or someone on our 
Teacher/Facilitator staff.  In this issue we are introducing one of our newest T/Fs, Pam 
Maunakea.  Pam's comments to her April 2007class inspired those of us on the staff so 
much, we wanted to conclude our first newsletter by sharing them with you, as follows: 
  
"As all of you know, this has been my first attempt at serving as a Teacher/Facilitator for 
the Urantia Book Internet School.  If one of our goals is to develop a deeper 
understanding of the revelations of the Urantia Book, in my opinion, there is not 
a more effective way than to do so as a Teacher/Facilitator.  Being a student in the UBIS 
is enlightening in itself, but being a T/F is so much more!  Yes, as a T/F you are also a 
student, but you have 10-15 other class members that you "facilitate" through this process 
of growth in understanding.  It is an all-encompassing way of learning...it's indescribable; 
you'll just have to try it sometime.  Thank you, each and every one of you, for this 
experience and for helping me to enhance my level of understanding!" 
  
 

http://www.urantia.org/ubis/
http://www.urantiabookschool.org/

