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February, 1994

Dear Fellow Reader of Thc UMNTA Book:

At noon, on August 2t of this year, it will be exactly two thousand years ago that
Joshua ben Joseph was born. 'Of all human knowledge, that which is of greatest value is to
know the religious life of Jesus and how he lived it." (p. 2090) That knowledge has been
conveyed to us in The URANTA Book. Publishing this remarkable book and disseminating
its teachings are the duties of the IIRANTIA Foundation.

Toward this end, much was accornplished this past year. In 1993, 39,000 bools were
printed, including: the eleventh printing of the English edition of The UMNTA Book; the
first printing of the Finnish translation; the first printing of the Spanish translation; the first
printing of an English concordance; and the first printing of a Finnish index. We are pleased
to report that sales of the Finnish and Spanish translations are proceeding well, indicating a
new benchmark in the worldwide spread of the teachings of The UMNTA Book.

In Finland, the URANTIA Foundation opened an office to facilitate the distribution of
the Finnish translation and to handle inquiries from readers. Similarly, offices have been
opened in Australia and England, and we anticipate opening offices in France, Spain,
Colombia, and Chile.

In France, in cooperation with the URANTIA Foundation, a team of French readers
is revising the French translation, which should be available by July of 1994. Work also r
continues on the Dutch and Russian translations, with translations into Korean, German,
Swedish, Hungarian, and Italian on the horizon.

Iater this year, the Foundation hopes to make available an audio version and a
portable electronic version of the English edition of The UMNTA Book. The audio version
is being produced by an organization that has recorded over two hundred bools on tape.
This organization's team of professional readers will start recording Tltc URANTA Book this
month under the supervision of the URANTIA Foundation and a long time student of The
URANTA Book, who is experienced in the field of audio recording.

To encourage the orderly dissemination of the teachings of The UMNTIA Book, our
membership organization, the International URANTIA Association (UA), was inaugurated in
August. Several Associations have already been formed, with the first international
conference of IUA to be held on luly 8-L2, 1994, on the campus of Vanderbilt University in
Nashville, Tennessee, USA.



These accomplishments could not have been realized without the support and hard
work of many readers like yourself.

While much has been done, much remains to be done. The more we do, the more
there is to do-and the more the associated costs: translating, printing, and distributing The
URANTA Book and protecting the copyright and marks are expensive and on-going tasks.
While the importance of this work is evident to most readers, the costs involved may not be
as readily apparent. For example, the audio version will require between $80,000 and
$90,000, and a translation can cost between $300,000 and $400,000.

Our long-range plan is to make available with the English edition of The URANTA
Book, and with each translation, an audio version, a computer version, a braille version, a
concordance, a dictionary, and a thesaurus. Provided the funds are available, these
derivative works, as they relate to translations, will be produced after the first or second
revision.

Our civilization has many worthwhile organizations with many worthy pulposes. But
there is only one organization that translates, prints, and distributes The UMNTIA Book and
protects the copyright and marks. Through your financial contributions, we invite you to
contribute to the advancement of the Fifth Epochal Revelation. While large donations have a
significant impact, no gift is too small; every donation, no matter the amount, helps us
maintain our non-profrt tax status. You may wish to support a specific project or activity. If
so, please refer to the "Need List" on the following page. Your on-going generosity makes a
real difference in what the URANTIA Foundation can do, and when it can do it.

We wish all of you a wonderful yeir as we celebrate the 2000th anniversary of the
birth of Jesus.
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