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May 27, 1986 

M r .  J u l i o  Edwards 
2351 Ogden S t r e e t  
Denver, CO 80205 

Dear J u l i o :  

Thank you f o r  your l e t t e r  of A p r i l  22, 1986 t o  Mar t in  Myers, P r e s i d e n t  
of URANTIA Foundat ion,  i n  which you shared  w i t h  u s  some thoughts  about  - 
t h e  i n s e r t ,  "To New Readers of The URANTIA Book . . . , I 1  t h a t  i s  enc losed  
w i th  c o p i e s  of t h e  book and t h e  need f o r  s t u d y  a i d s .  I have been 
asked t o  respond t o  your l e t t e r  on beha l f  of  URANTIA Foundat ion.  

We a r e  p l ea sed  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  you f i n d  our  n e w s l e t t e r ,  URANTIAN News --- ... 
from URANTIA Foundat ion,  t o  be of v a l u e .  A s  you r e q u e s t  i n  your  l e t t e r ,  
your name and a d d r e s s  w i l l  be  p laced  on t h e  j o i n t  Foundat ion/Brotherhood 
ma i l i ng  l i s t .  By be ing  placed on t h e  ma i l i ng  l i s t ,  you w i l l  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  
r e c e i v e  c o p i e s  of bo th  t h e  Foundation and Brotherhood n e w s l e t t e r s  when 
they  a r e  pub l i shed .  I n  c a s e  you have no t  y e t  s een  them, we w i l l  e n c l o s e  
w i t h  t h i s  l e t t e r  t h e  most r e c e n t  i s s u e s  of bo th  n e w s l e t t e r s .  

The i n s e r t  was developed i n  t h e  mid-1970's i n  r e sponse  t o  s u g g e s t i o n s  
t h a t  some e f f o r t  should be  made t o  welcome new r e a d e r s  of  The URANTIA 
Book i n t o  t h e  f e l l o w s h i p  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  r e a d e r s h i p ,  and prov ide  them 
wi th  a  b r i e f  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  purposes ,  f u n c t i o n s  and a c t i v i t i e s  
of URANTIA Foundation and URANTIA Brotherhood. The i n s e r t  was n o t  
i n t ended  t o  p rov ide  a  d e f i n i t i v e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  e i t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  
Ra the r ,  t h e  i n s e r t  was designed t o  p rov ide  a  g e n e r a l  d e p i c t i o n  of 
each  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and i t s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  b u t ,  i n  such a  manner t h a t  t h e  
expense of  f r e q u e n t l y  r e v i s i n g  could be avo ided .  

I n  your  l e t t e r ,  you c o r r e c t l y  quo te  t h e  i n s e r t  a s  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  
"Foundation a l s o  sponso r s  and p u b l i s h e s  f o r e i g n  language t r a n s l a t i o n s  
of The URANTIA Book . . . . I 1  A t  t h e  t ime  t h e  above s t a t emen t  was w r i t t e n ,  
URANTIA Foundation was t h e  p u b l i s h e r  of t h e  French t r a n s l a t i o n  and 
sponso r ing  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of  a  F inn i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n .  Thus, i n  our  minds,  
t h e  above q u o t a t i o n  was a p p r o p r i a t e l y  worded t o  d e p i c t  c i rcumstances  
t h a t  p r e v a i l e d  at t h e  t ime i t  was w r i t t e n ,  and,  a l s o  a l lowed f o r  
f u t u r e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  such a s  t h e  Spanish t r a n s l a t i o n .  

With r ega rd  t o  your concern about  t h e  p a u c i t y  of pub l i shed  t r a n s l a t i o n s  
of  The URANTIA Book, we can  on ly  s h a r e  w i t h  you our  expe r i ence  i n  t h i s  
a c t i v i t y .  To d a t e ,  ou r  expe r i ence  h a s  shown t h a t  each t r a n s l a t i o n  
endeavor i s  a  complex and p r e c i s e  unde r t ak ing ,  r e q u i r i n g  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
t ime ,  e f f o r t  and funding.  F u r t h e r ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  concep t s  
of t h e  book a r e  conveyed f r e e  of d i s t o r t i o n ,  i t  i s  an  e s s e n t i a l  p r i o r i t y  
and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  T r u s t e e s  of  URANTIA Foundat ion t o  s e e  t h a t  
t h e  g r e a t e s t  p o s s i b l e  accuracy  be e x e r c i s e d  i n  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  p r o c e s s .  

A s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  f a c t o r s  p r e sen t ed  above, a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  l e g a l  
and b u s i n e s s  r e a s o n s ,  t h e  T r u s t e e s  have concluded t h a t  t h e  most 
a p p r o p r i a t e  p r o c e s s  f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of a  t r a n s l a t i o n  of The URANTIA 
Book i s  t o  have t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  produced i n  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  by a  - 
team of e x p e r t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a n s l a t o r s .  An i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of t h i s  
p roce s s  w i l l  b e  t h e  review of t h e  work of t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a n s -  
l a t o r s  by s t u d e n t s  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  t e x t  of The URANTIA Book who w i l l  
po s se s s  e x p e r t i s e  i n  Eng l i sh ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  concerned t a r z e t  
language.  Th i s  i s  t h e  p roce s s  t h a t  w i l l  be  employed i n  t h e  
c r e a t i o n  of t h e  Spanish t r a n s l a t i o n .  

By t h e  way, we a r e  p l ea sed  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  a c t u a l  work of 
c r e a t i n g  t h e  Spanish t r a n s l a t i o n  of The URANTIA Book w i l l  s h o r t l y  
commence. I t  is  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  i f  a l l  goes  w e l l .  t h e  Spanish - 
t r a n s l a t i o n  should be a v a i l a b l e  w i t h i n  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  
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With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  matter of  s t u d y  a i d s ,  we a p p r e c i a t e  your  i n t e r e s t  
i n  hav ing  more of  them. E f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  encouragement of  t h e i r  
c r e a t i o n  and d i s s e m i n a t i o n  a r e  c o o r d i n a t e d  on an i n c r e a s i n g l y  l a r g e  
s c a l e  th rough  URANTIA Brotherhood,  and we would u r g e  you t o  make 
your  c o n c e r n s  known d i r e c t l y  t o  them, a l t h o u g h  by copy o f  t h i s  
l e t t e r ,  t h e y  w i l l  be  made aware  of  your  comments. There  a r e  p e r h a p s  
many s t u d y  a i d s  which a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  b u t ,  of  which you a r e  unaware.  
URANTIA Brotherhood i s  c a o r d i n a t i n g  t h e  development of a  c a t a l o g u e  
o f  t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s .  

While we a r e  n o t  c e r t a i n ,  w e  s u r m i s e  t h a t  t h e  u n a v a i l a b l e  s t u d y  
a i d s  which you a r e  concerned a b o u t  were t h e  t e x t b o o k s  developed 
f o r  t h e  URANTIA Brotherhood School .  The School  was s t a r t e d  s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  of The URANTIA Book and f u n c t i o n e d  f o r  more t h a n  
a decade.  However, f o r  l a c k  of s t u d e n t s  and i n t e r e s t ,  t h e  School  
ceased  o p e r a t i o n .  The t e x t b o o k s  were developed f o r  c l a s s e s  g i v e n  
by t h e  School  and were p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 5 0 ' s  and e a r l y  1 9 6 0 ' s .  
Approximate ly  150  c o p i e s  of  each  of t h e  t e x t b o o k s  were p r i n t e d .  
A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  of t h e  t e x t b o o k s  was v e r y  l i m i t e d ,  even 
t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  o f  t h e  Schoo l ,  because  t h e y  s o l d  a t  a v e r y  slow r a t e .  
It took  a l m o s t  two d e c a d e s  f o r  a l l  of  t h e  c o p i e s  of some of  t h e  
t e x t b o o k s  t o  b e  s o l d .  Given t h e  underwhelming r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  
t e x t b o o k s ,  i t  was concluded t h a t  i t  would n o t  b e  c o s t - e f f e c t i v e  
t o  make them a v a i l a b l e  a g a i n ,  and t h a t  f u n d s  would be  b e t t e r  employed 
i n  p roduc ing  "An Artist 's  Concept ion of  t h e  Plaster  Universe . "  

We u n d e r s t a n d  that The Concordex is  t o  b e  made a v a i l a b l e  a g a i n  soon.  
W e  have e s t a b l i s h e d  no d e a d l i n e  f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of  o u r  i n d e x ,  
a l t h o u g h ,  t h e  m a t t e r  h a s  been and i s  under  a c t i v e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by 
t h e  T r u s t e e s .  

We hope we have been of a s s i s t a n c e .  P l e a s e  do n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c a l l  
upon u s  a g a i n  whenever you b e l i e v e  we can  be  of  f u r t h e r  s e r v i c e .  

I n  F e l l o w s h i p ,  

' I ,  
,- -1 

- -  I[ [ I 7  . C f l L  -/['* ) t  :(, 
S c o t t  M. F o r s y t h e  
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t  
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