Vern Grimsley

LRANTIA FOUMDATION
533 DMVERSEY PARKWAY CHICAGL ILLINOIS 60614

December 27, 1973

Mr. Jay Hewbern
967 Alabama Street
San Francisco,
California 94110

Dear Jay :
Thanks for your December 14 letter.

I still think you are reading too much into the "Wotice.' Perhaps you
are implying that we will become as authoritarian and autocratic as the
cstablished churches. Rest easy. We have neither the time, money or

inclination to act this way. Besides remember The URANTIA Book teaches
othervise.

Unfortunately, Jay, some individuals who come Iin contact with The URANTIA
Book in contrast to you and I, will perceive it as an opportunity to
financially entich themselves, subvert it to assist a soeial or political
cause or the chance to bask in its reflected glory to their own selfish
benefit. One way they might do this is to use "URANTIA" in the name of a
business or organization of some kind. We aren't naive enough to think
that the "Notice" will prevent this sort of thing by itself but it is one

tool we have at our disposal. We are confident most people will correctly
interpret it.

To my knowledge the Foundation has no such "attitude" as you describe
toward 5an Franciscans. Perhaps you are too self-consclious.

Hypothetically speaking, if John the Baptist were alive today, we would be
happy toe count him as a Brotherheod member. His appearance wouldn't
bother us if ours didn't bother him. Who knows perhaps we will some day

have our own modern day John.

Hope you are having a pleasant holiday season.

Slncerely,

Thomas A. Kendall,
Pregident
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Vern CGrimsley

987 Alabema Street
Sen Francisco,
California 94110

Friday, December 14, 1973

Mr. Thomas A. Kendall
Fresident

URANTIA Foundation
Chicage, Illinois

Dear brother Tom,

Your letter of the 10th did help explain your intent
regarding the "Notice," but I already knew that, and besides,
I share your divine trust already. My objectlon is that this
intent you stated is not obvious or so stated in the "Notice"
itself. I am concerned with a possible misunderstanding on
the part of persons being introduced to this mind-boggler.

You do discourage study groups by the very use of the
word "unauthorized." Is Chicago destined to be the New Rome?
Who authorizes or ordains Urantian priests? Is it Jesus or
John the Baptist, Andrew or Abner, Peter or Psul? Does not
Christ Michael's Spirit of Truth commissicn any disciples?

It is certainly not the URANTIA Foundation which was charged
with the responsibility of maintaining the text completely.

Are the Erotherhoods and Sowleties to be the Pharisees and
Sadduces, or shall they be the corps of apoetles and diseiples?

I have read The URANTIA Book in its entirety once, and
a second and third time in about 2/3rds of the 196 Papers. I
toll in the Father's vineyard (quite imperfectly) with Vern
Grimsley, lLarry Geis, Erroll Strider, Meredith Landrum, Ad-
rienne Kulieke. We are aware of the need to ecarefully organize
for service; perhaps one day we shall be a URANTIA Society.
Sunday 1s our fourth monthly Bay Area conference of Urantians
(we don't use the name fﬁrmallyg.

I am aware of the Foundation's attitude concerning San
Francleans. Before you ajudge us as drug-crazed fanatical evo-
lutionaries who are impatient and thresten to distert the Truth,
may I pose this query: Could John the Baptist, the nighest human
on our planet except Michael (and he was divine too), be author-
ized or admitted to the Brotherhood, Society, Foundation, Corpor-
ation? He is now one of our 24 planetary counsellors. Before you
answer, remember his "eccentric" appearance. Then remember the
pull-back perspective of the cave man example in the UB.

Merry Christmas (August 21st notwithstanding) from tha
City of Saint Francis. We are trying too, dear brother. Yours
in Michael/Jesus,

Jay Newbern
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Mr. Vern Grimsley

The Family of God Foundation, Inc.
Box 347

Berkeley, California = 94701
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