
 
 
assimilate v. -lated -lating -lates -tr. 1. Physiology. a. To consume and incorporate into the body; 
digest. b. To transform (food) into living tissue; metabolize constructively. 2. To absorb and 
incorporate (knowledge, for example) into the mind. 3. To make similar; cause to assume a 
resemblance. 4. Linguistics. To alter (a sound) by assimilation. 5. To absorb (an immigrant or 
culturally distinct group) into the prevailing culture. -intr. To become assimilated. [ME assimilaten < 
Lat. assimilare, to make similar to : ad-, to + similis, like.] assimilator n. 
 
assimilation n. 1. The act or process of assimilating. 2. The condition or process of being 
assimilated. 3. Biology. The process by which nourishment is changed into living tissue; 
constructive metabolism. 4. Linguistics. The process by which a sound is modified to make it 
resemble an adjacent sound. For example, the prefix in- in intolerable becomes im- in impossible by 
assimilation. 5. The process whereby a group, as a minority or immigrant group, gradually adopts 
the characteristics of another culture. 
 
assist v. -sisted -sisting -sists -tr. 1. To aid; help. 2. To work with as an assistant. -intr. 1. To give 
aid or support. 2. To be present; attend. -n. 1. An act of giving aid; help. 2. Baseball. a. A fielding 
and throwing of the ball that enables a teammate to put out a runner. b. A pass of the ball or puck to 
the teammate scoring a goal, as in basketball or ice hockey. 3. A machine or mechanical device 
providing aid. [ME assisten < OFr. assister < Lat. assistere : ad-, near to + sistere, to stand.] assister 
n. 
 
assistance n. 1. The act of assisting. 2. Aid; help: financial assistance. 
 
assistant n. One that assists; aide. -adj. 1. Holding an auxiliary position; subordinate. 2. Giving 
aid; auxiliary. 
 
assistantship n. An academic position that carries a stipend and usually involves part-time 
teaching or research, given to a qualified graduate student. 
 
associable adj. Capable of being associated. associability associableness n. 
 
associate v. -ated -ating -ates -tr. 1. To bring into company with another; join in a relationship. 2. 
To connect or join together; combine; link. 3. To connect in the mind or imagination: I always 
somehow associate Chatterton with autumn (Keats). -intr. 1. To join in or form a league, union, or 
association. 2. To keep company. -n. 1. A person united with another or others in some action, 
enterprise, or business; partner; colleague. 2. A companion; comrade. 3. Anything that habitually 
accompanies or is associated with another; an attendant circumstance. 4. A member of an institution 
or society who is granted only partial status or privileges. -adj. 1. Joined with another or others and 
having equal or nearly equal status: an associate editor. 2. Having partial status or privileges: an 
associate member of the club. 3. Following or accompanying; concomitant. [ME associaten < Lat. 
associare, to join to : ad-, to + socius, companion.] 
 



associative adj. 1. Of, characterized by, resulting from, or causing association. 2. Mathematics. 
Independent of the grouping of elements. Used of mathematical operations: If a + (b + c) = (a + b) + 
c, the operation indicated by + is associative. associatively adv. 
 
assort v. -sorted -sorting -sorts -tr. 1. To separate into groups according to kinds; classify. 2. To 
supply with a variety of goods. -intr. 1. To fall into a class; match. 2. To associate; consort. [OFr. 
assorter : a-, to (< Lat. ad-) + sorte, kind < Lat. sors, chance, lot.] assortative adj. assorter n. 
 
assorted adj. 1. Consisting of a number of different kinds; various. 2. Placed in classes; classified. 
3. Suited or matched. 
 
assortment n. 1. The act of assorting; separation into classes. 2. A collection of various things; 
variety. 
 
assume tr.v. -sumed -suming -sumes 1. To put on; don (a garment, for example). 2. To take upon 
oneself; undertake: assuming the responsibility. 3. To invest oneself formally with: assume the 
presidency. 4. To take on; adopt: The god assumes a human form (Ruskin). 5. To feign; affect: 
assumed an air of indifference. 6. To take for granted; suppose. 7. Theology. To take up or receive, 
as into heaven. [ME assumen < Lat. assumere, to adopt : ad-, to + sumere, to take.] assumable adj. 
assumably adv. assumer n. 
 
assumed adj. 1. Pretended; adopted; fictitious: an assumed name. 2. Taken for granted. assumedly 
adv. 
 
assuming adj. Presumptuous; pretentious; arrogant. assumingly adv. 
 
assumption n. 1. The act of assuming. 2. A statement accepted or supposed true without proof or 
demonstration. 3. Presumption or arrogance. 4. Logic. A minor premise. 5. Assumption Theology. 
The bodily taking up of the Virgin Mary into heaven after her death. a. A church feast on August 15 
celebrating this event. b. [ME < Lat. assumptio, adoption < assumere, to adopt. -see assume.] 
 
assumptive adj. 1. Of or characterized by assumption: assumptive facts. 2. Taken for granted. 3. 
Presumptuous; assuming. assumptively adv. 
 
assurance n. 1. The act of assuring or the state of being assured. 2. A statement or indication that 
inspires confidence; guarantee. 3. a. Freedom from doubt; certainty. b. Self-confidence. 4. Boldness; 
audacity. 5. Chiefly British. Insurance. 
 
assure tr.v. -sured -suring -sures 1. To inform confidently, with a view to removing doubt. 2. To 
cause to feel sure; convince. 3. To give confidence to; reassure. 4. To make certain; ensure: Nothing 
in history assures the success of our civilization (Herbert J. Muller). 5. To make safe or secure. 6. 
Chiefly British. To insure, as against loss. [ME assuren < OFr. assurer < Med. Lat. assecurare, to 
make sure : Lat. ad-, to + securus, secure.] assurable adj. assurer n.  
 Usage: Assure, ensure, and insure all mean "to make secure or certain." Only assure is used 



with reference to a person in the sense of "to set the mind at rest": assured the leader of his loyalty. 
Although ensure and insure are generally interchangeable, only insure is now widely used in the 
commercial sense of "to guarantee persons or property against risk." 
 
assured adj. 1. Made certain; guaranteed; undoubted. 2. Confident; bold. 3. Insured. assuredly adv. 
assuredness n. 
 
Assyrian adj. Of or pertaining to Assyria, its people, language, or culture. -n. 1. A native or 
inhabitant of Assyria. 2. The Semitic language of the Assyrians. 
 
asteroid n. 1. Astronomy. Any of numerous celestial bodies with characteristic diameters between 
one and several hundred miles and orbits lying chiefly between Mars and Jupiter. 2. Zoology. A 
starfish. -adj. asteroidal Star-shaped. [Gk. asteroeides, starlike : aster, star + -eides, like.] 
 
as though conj. As if: looked as though they had been quarreling. 
 
astir adj. 1. Moving about. 2. Out of bed; awake. [Sc. asteer : a, on + steer, stir.] 
 
as to prep. 1. With regard to: puzzled as to how it happened. 2. According to: chosen as to ability. 
 
astonish tr.v. -ished -ishing -ishes To fill with sudden wonder or amazement; confound. [Prob. 
alteration of obs. astony, to amaze < ME astonen < AN < VLat. extonare : Lat. ex-, out of + Lat. 
tonare, to thunder.] astonisher n. astonishingly adv. 
 
astonishment n. 1. Great surprise or amazement. 2. A cause of amazement; marvel. 
 
astound tr.v. astounded astounding astounds To strike with sudden wonder. [< Obs. astoned, 
p.part. of obs. astony, to amaze. -see astonish.] astoundingly adv. 
 
 
astray adv. 1. Away from the correct path or direction. 2. Away from the right or good; toward evil 
or wrong ways. [ME < OFr. estraie, p.part. of estraier, to stray. -see stray.] astray adj. 
 
astride adv. 1. With a leg on each side of: riding astride. 2. With the legs wide apart. -prep. 1. 
Upon or over and with a leg on each side of. 2. On both sides of; spanning or bridging. 
 
astro- or astr- 1. a. Star: astrophysics. b. Celestial body: astrometry. c. Outer space: astronaut. 2. The 
aster of a cell: astrosphere. [ME < OFr. < Lat. < Gk. < astron, star.] 
 
astrology n. The study of the positions and aspects of heavenly bodies in the belief that they have 
an influence on the course of human affairs. [ME astrologie < OFr. < Lat. astrologia, astronomy < 
Gk. < astrologos, astronomer : astron, star + logos, speech.] astrologer n. astrologic astrological adj. 
astrologically adv. 
 



astrometry n. The scientific measurement of the positions and motions of celestial bodies. 
astrometric astrometrical adj. 
 
astronomer n. A scientist specializing in astronomy. 
 
astronomical or astronomic adj. 1. Of or pertaining to astronomy. 2. Inconceivably large; immense. 
astronomically adv. 
 
astronomy n. The scientific study of the universe beyond the earth, esp. the observation, 
calculation, and theoretical interpretation of the positions, dimensions, distribution, motion, 
composition, and evolution of celestial bodies and phenomena. [ME astronomie < OFr. < Lat. 
astronomia < Gk. : astron, star + -nomia, -nomy.] 
 
asunder adv. 1. Into separate parts or pieces. 2. Apart from each other either in position or 
direction. [ME asonder < OE onsundran : on, on + sundran, separately < sunder, apart.] asunder adj. 
 
aswirl adj. Moving with a swirling or whirling motion. 
 
asylum n. 1. An institution for the care of the mentally ill or aged. 2. A place offering protection or 
safety; refuge. 3. A temple or church affording sanctuary for criminals or debtors. 4. Protection and 
immunity from extradition granted by a government to a political refugee from another country. 
[ME asilum < Lat. asylum < Gk. asulon, sanctuary < asulos, inviolable : a-, without + sule, right of 
seizure.] 
 
at at(1) prep. 1. a. In the location of: at the market. b. In the position of: at the center of the page. 2. 
To or toward the direction of: Look at him. 3. Present; attending: at the dance. 4. In the duration of; 
during: at night. 5. In the state or condition of: at peace with one's conscience. 6. In the manner of: at 
a run. 7. To the extent or amount of: at thirty cents a pound. 8. On or near the time or age of: at three 
o'clock. 9. Because of: rejoice at a victory. 10. Through; by way of. 11. According to: at one's 
discretion. 12. Dependent upon: at the mercy of the court. 13. Occupied with: at work. [ME < OE 
aet.] at(2) n. pl. at See table at currency. [Thai.] 
 
at all adv. In any way whatsoever: no good at all. 
 
ate v. Past tense of eat: eat v. ate eaten eating eats -tr. 1. To take into the mouth, chew, and swallow 
as food. 2. To consume, ravage, or destroy by or as if by eating. 3. To erode or corrode. 4. Slang. To 
bother or annoy: What's eating him? -intr. 1. a. To consume food. b. To have or take a meal. 2. To 
wear away or corrode by or as if by eating or gnawing. 
 Idiom Section: eat crow. . Informal. To be forced to accept a humiliating defeat. eat one's 
heart out. To feel bitter, hopeless anguish or longing. eat one's words. To retract something that one 
has said. [ME eten < OE etan.] eater n. 
 
atheism n. 1. Disbelief in or denial of the existence of God. 2. Godlessness. [OFr. atheisme < 
athee, atheist < Gk. atheos, godless : a-, without + theos, god.] 



 
atheist n. One who denies the existence of God. 
 
atheistic or atheistical adj. 1. Pertaining to or characteristic of atheism or of atheists. 2. Inclined to 
atheism. atheistically adv. atheisticness n. 
 
athlete n. 1. One who takes part in competitive sports. 2. A person possessing the natural aptitudes 
for physical exercises and sports, as strength, agility, and endurance. [ME < Lat. athleta < Gk. 
athletes, contestant < athlein, to contend < athlon, prize.] 
 
athletic adj. 1. Of, pertaining to, or befitting athletics or athletes. 2. Physically strong; muscular. 
athletically adv. athleticism n. 
 
athletics n. 1. Athletic activities, as competitive sports. 2. The principles or system of athletic 
exercises and training. 
 
athwart adv. 1. From side to side; crosswise; transversely. 2. So as to thwart or obstruct; 
perversely. -prep. 1. From one side to the other of; across. 2. Contrary to; against. 3. Nautical. Across 
the course, line, or length of. [ME : a-, on + thwart, across. -see thwart.] 
 
Atlantic adj. 1. Of, in, near, upon, or pertaining to the Atlantic Ocean. 2. Of or pertaining to Atlas 
or to the Atlas Mountains. [Lat. (mare) Atlanticum, Atlantic (sea) < Gk. (pelagos) Atlantikos < 
Atlas, Atlas.] 
 
atman n. Hinduism. 1. The individual soul; the principle of life. 2. Atman The supreme and 
universal soul, from which all individual souls arise. [Skt. atman, breath, spirit.] 
 
atmosphere n. 1. The gaseous mass or envelope surrounding a celestial body, esp. that 
surrounding the earth, and retained by the body's gravitational field. 2. The atmosphere or climate in 
a specific place. 3. Physics. A unit of pressure equal to 1.01325 105 newtons per square meter. 4. 
Environment or surroundings regarded as having a psychological, physical, or other influence: the 
quiet atmosphere of a hospital; an atmosphere of austerity. 5. The predominant tone or mood of a 
work of art. 6. Informal. A quality or effect considered to be exotic or romantic. [NLat. atmosphaera 
: Gk. atmos, vapor + Lat. sphaera, sphere.] 
 
atmospheric or atmospherical adj. 1. Of, pertaining to, or existing in the atmosphere. 2. Produced 
by, dependent on, or coming from the atmosphere. atmospherically adv. 
 
atom n. 1. Anything considered an irreducible constituent of a specified system. 2. The irreducible, 
indestructible material unit of ancient atomism. 3. Physics. Chemistry. a. A unit of matter, the 
smallest unit of an element, consisting of a dense, central, positively charged nucleus surrounded by 
a system of electrons, equal in number to the number of nuclear protons, the entire structure having 
an approximate diameter of 10-8 centimeter and characteristically remaining undivided in chemical 
reactions except for limited removal, transfer, or exchange of certain electrons. b. This unit regarded 



as a source of nuclear energy. [ME attome < Lat. atomus < Gk. atomos, indivisible : a-, not + 
temnein, to cut.] 
 
atomic adj. 1. Of or relating to an atom or atoms. 2. Of or employing atomic energy: an atomic 
submarine. 3. Very small; infinitesimal. atomically adv. 
 
at once adv. 1. At one time; simultaneously: everything happening at once. 2. Immediately; 
instantly: Leave the room at once. 
 
atone v. atoned atoning atones -intr. 1. To make amends, as for a sin or fault. 2. Archaic. To agree. 
-tr. Archaic. 1. To expiate. 2. To reconcile or harmonize. 3. To conciliate; appease. [ME atonen, to 
be reconciled < at one, in agreement : at, at + one, one.] atonable atoneable adj. atoner n. 
 
atonement n. 1. Amends or reparation made for an injury or wrong; expiation. 2. In the Hebrew 
Scriptures, man's reconciliation with God after having transgressed the covenant. 3. Atonement 
Theology. a. The redemptive life and death of Christ. b. The reconciliation of God and man thus 
brought about by Christ. 4. In Christian Science, the radical obedience and purification, exemplified 
in the life of Jesus, by which humanity finds oneness with God. 5. Archaic. Reconciliation; concord. 
 
atrocious adj. 1. Extremely evil or cruel; monstrous: an atrocious crime. 2. Exceptionally bad; 
abominable: atrocious decor; atrocious behavior. [< Lat. atrox, atroc-, cruel.] atrociously adv. 
atrociousness n. 
 
atrocity n. pl. -ties 1. Atrocious condition, quality, or behavior; monstrousness. 2. An atrocious 
action, situation, or object. 
 
attach v. -tached -taching -taches -tr. 1. To fasten on or affix to; connect or join. 2. To connect as 
an adjunct or associated part. 3. To affix or append; add, as a signature. 4. To ascribe or assign: 
attached no significance to the threat. 5. To bind by personal ties, as of affection or loyalty: He's very 
attached to his family. 6. To appoint officially. 7. To assign (personnel) to a military unit on a 
temporary basis. 8. Law. To seize (persons or property) by legal writ. -intr. To adhere. [ME attachen 
< OFr. attachier, of Germanic orig.] attachable adj. attacher n. 
 
attachment n. 1. The act of attaching or the condition of being attached. 2. Something that 
attaches one thing to another, as a tie, band, or fastening. 3. A bond of affection or loyalty; fond 
regard. 4. A supplementary part; accessory: a food processor with attachments. 5. Law. a. The legal 
seizure of a person or property. b. The writ ordering such a seizure. 
 
attack v. -tacked -tacking -tacks -tr. 1. To set upon with violent force; begin hostilities against or 
conflict with. 2. To bombard with hostile criticism. 3. To start work on with purpose and vigor: 
attack a problem. 4. To begin to affect harmfully. -intr. To make an attack; launch an assault. -n. 1. 
The act of attacking; assault. 2. The occurrence or onset of a disease. 3. The initial movement in a 
task or undertaking: an attack on the work piled high on the desk. 4. Music. The manner in which a 
passage or phrase is begun. [Fr. attaquer < OFr. < OItal. attaccare, of Germanic orig.] attacker n. 



Synonyms: attack bombard assail storm assault beset These verbs mean to set upon physically or, in 
some cases, figuratively. Attack applies to any offensive action, physical or verbal, and especially to 
the beginning of planned aggression. Bombard suggests showering with bombs or shells or, 
figuratively, with words: bombarded with questions. Assail, literally and figuratively, implies 
repeated and violent attacks. Storm refers to a sudden, sweeping attempt for quick, total victory. 
Assault almost always implies physical contact and sudden, intense violence. Beset suggests 
encirclement by an enemy force or by adversity and attack from all sides. 
 
attain v. -tained -taining -tains -tr. 1. To gain, reach, or accomplish by mental or physical effort. 2. 
To arrive at, as in time. -intr. To succeed in gaining or reaching: He attained to the highest office in 
the land. [ME atteignen < OFr. ataindre, to reach to < Lat. attingere : ad-, to + tangere, to touch.] 
attainable adj. attainability attainableness n. 
 
attainment n. 1. The act of attaining or the condition of being attained. 2. Something that is 
attained; accomplishment. 
 
attempt tr.v. -tempted -tempting -tempts 1. To try to do, make, or achieve. 2. Archaic. To tempt. 3. 
Archaic. To attack with the intention of subduing. -n. 1. An effort or try. 2. An attack; assault: an 
attempt on one's life. [ME attempten < OFr. attempter < Lat. attemptare : ad-, to + temptare, to test.] 
attemptable adj. attempter n. 
 
attend v. -tended -tending -tends -tr. 1. To be present at. 2. To accompany as a circumstance or 
follow as a result: The speech was attended by wild applause. 3. a. To accompany or wait upon as an 
attendant or servant. b. To take care of (a sick person, for example). 4. To take charge of. 5. To listen 
to; heed. 6. Archaic. To wait for; expect. -intr. 1. To be present. 2. To apply or direct oneself: 
attended to the problem. 3. To pay attention; heed. 4. To remain ready to serve; wait. 5. Obsolete. To 
delay or wait. [ME attenden < OFr. atendre < Lat. attendere, to heed : ad-, to + tendere, to stretch.] 
attender n. 
 
attendance n. 1. The act of attending. 2. The persons or number of persons that attend a function. 
 
attendant n. 1. One who attends or waits on another. 2. One who is present. 3. An accompanying 
thing or circumstance; concomitant. -adj. Accompanying or following as a result: attendant 
circumstances. attendantly adv. 
 
attention n. 1. Concentration of the mental powers upon an object; a close or careful observing or 
listening. 2. The ability or power to concentrate mentally. 3. Observant consideration; notice: Your 
suggestion has come to our attention. 4. Consideration or courtesy: attention to others' feelings. 5. 
attentions Acts of courtesy, consideration, or gallantry, esp. by a suitor. 6. A military posture, with 
the body erect, eyes to the front, arms at the sides, and heels together. Used as a command. [ME 
attencioun < Lat. attentio < attendere, to heed. -see attend.] attentional adj. 
 
attentive adj. 1. Paying attention; observant. 2. Mindful of the well-being of others; considerate. 
attentively adv. attentiveness n. 



 
attenuate v. -ated -ating -ates -tr. 1. To make slender, fine, or small. 2. To reduce in force, value, 
or amount; weaken. 3. To lessen the density of; rarefy. 4. Biology. To make less virulent. -intr. To 
become thin, weak, or fine. -adj. 1. Reduced or weakened, as in strength or value. 2. Botany. 
Gradually tapering to a slender point. [Lat. attenuare, to make thin : ad-, to + tenuis, thin.] attenuable 
adj. attenuation n. 
 
attenuator n. A device that reduces the amplitude of an electrical signal with little or no 
distortion. 
 
attest v. -tested -testing -tests -tr. 1. To affirm to be correct, true, or genuine. 2. a. To certify by 
signature or oath. b. To certify in an official capacity. 3. To supply or be evidence of: a splendid 
tomb that attested his power. 4. To constitute documentary proof of. 5. To put under oath. -intr. To 
bear witness; give testimony: attested to his good faith. -n. Archaic. Attestation. [Fr. attester < OFr. < 
Lat. attestari : ad-, to + testis, witness.] attestant n. attestation n. attester attestor n. 
 
attest v. -tested -testing -tests -tr. 1. To affirm to be correct, true, or genuine. 2. a. To certify by 
signature or oath. b. To certify in an official capacity. 3. To supply or be evidence of: a splendid 
tomb that attested his power. 4. To constitute documentary proof of. 5. To put under oath. -intr. To 
bear witness; give testimony: attested to his good faith. -n. Archaic. Attestation. [Fr. attester < OFr. < 
Lat. attestari : ad-, to + testis, witness.] attestant n. attestation n. attester attestor n. 
 
attire tr.v. -tired -tiring -tires To dress or clothe, esp. in elaborate or splendid garments. -n. 1. 
Clothing; array. 2. In heraldry, the antlers of a deer. [ME attiren < OFr. atirier, to put in order : a-, to 
(< Lat. ad-) + tire, rank.] 
 
attitude n. 1. A position of the body or manner of carrying oneself: stood in a graceful attitude. 2. 
A state of mind or feeling with regard to some matter; disposition: an attitude of open hostility. 3. 
The orientation of an aircraft's axes relative to some reference line or plane, such as the horizon. 4. 
Aerospace. The orientation of a spacecraft relative to its direction of motion. 5. A position in which a 
ballet dancer stands on one leg with the other bent backward at the knee. [Fr. < Ital. attitudine, 
disposition < LLat. aptitudo, faculty < Lat. aptus, fit < apere, to fasten.] attitudinal adj. 
 
attract v. -tracted -tracting -tracts -tr. 1. To cause to draw near or adhere. 2. To draw or direct to 
oneself by some quality or action: Sugar attracts insects. 3. To evoke by arousing interest or 
admiration; allure. -intr. To possess or use the power of attraction. [ME attracten < Lat. attrahere : 
ad-, to + trahere, to draw.] attractable adj. attractor attracter n. 
 
attraction n. 1. The act or capability of attracting. 2. The quality of attracting; charm. 3. a. A 
feature or characteristic that attracts. b. Something, such as a public spectacle or entertainment, that 
is intended to attract. 
 
attractive adj. 1. Having the power to attract. 2. Pleasing to the eye or mind; charming. 
attractively adv. attractiveness n. 



 
attribute tr.v. -uted -uting -utes 1. To assign to a particular cause or source; ascribe. 2. To 
consider or indicate as a creator or possessor: attributed the painting to Titian. -n. 1. A quality or 
characteristic of a person or thing. 2. An object associated with and serving to identify a character, 
personage, or office: Lightning bolts were the attributes of Zeus. 3. Grammar. A word, esp. an 
adjective, used to ascribe a quality. [Lat. attribuere, attribut- : ad-, to + tribuere, to allot < tribus, 
tribe.] attributable adj. attributer attributor n. Synonyms: attribute ascribe impute credit assign refer 
These verbs mean to declare as belonging to an owner, time, class, or other source. Attribute and 
ascribe , often interchangeable, have the widest application: a saying attributed (or ascribed ) to 
Jefferson; a distrust of big business attributed (or ascribed ) to his father's failure in Wall Street. 
Impute is often used in laying guilt or fault to another: a prejudice imputed to rural courts of law. 
Credit usually applies to an accomplishment or virtue: an invention credited to Franklin; frugality 
credited to a childhood spent in poverty. Assign and refer are often used to classify or categorize 
according to character or chronology: experiments now assigned (or referred ) to fakery; works 
assigned (or referred ) to the Romantic era. 
 
attributive n. Grammar. A word or word group, such as an adjective, that is placed adjacent to the 
noun it modifies without a linking verb, as pale in the pale girl. -adj. 1. Grammar. Of or functioning 
as an attributive, as an adjective. 2. Of or having the nature of an attribution or attribute. attributively 
adv. attributiveness n. 
 
attune tr.v. -tuned -tuning -tunes 1. To tune. 2. To bring into harmony. 
 
audacious adj. 1. Fearlessly daring; bold. 2. Unrestrained by convention or propriety; insolent. 
[Lat. audax, audaci- < audere, to dare.] audaciously adv. audaciousness n. 
 
audacity n. pl. -ties 1. Boldness; daring. 2. Unrestrained impudence; brashness. 3. An act or 
instance of audacity. 
 
audible adj. Capable of being heard. -n. Football. A new or substitute offensive play called by the 
quarterback or defensive formation called by a linebacker at the line of scrimmage as an adjustment 
to the opposing side's formation. [Med. Lat. audibilis < Lat. audire, to hear.] audibility n. audibleness 
n. audibly adv. 
 
audience n. 1. A group of spectators, listeners, or readers of a work or performance. 2. A formal 
hearing, as with a king or pope. 3. An opportunity to be heard or to express one's views. 4. The act of 
hearing or attending. [ME < OFr. < Lat. audientia < audiens, pr.part. of audire, to hear.] 
 
audio adj. 1. Of or pertaining to audible sound. 2. a. Of or pertaining to the broadcasting of sound. 
b. Of or pertaining to the high-fidelity reproduction of sound. -n. 1. The part of television or motion 
picture equipment that has to do with sound. 2. Audio broadcasting or reception. 3. Audible sound. 
[< audio-.] 
 
audio- 1. Hearing: audio-lingual. 2. Sound: audiophile. [< Lat. audire, to hear.] 



 
aught aught(1) pron. Archaic. Anything whatever; any least part. -adv. Archaic. At all; in any 
respect. [ME < OE auht.] aught(2) n. 1. A cipher; zero. 2. Archaic. Nothing. [Alteration of a naught.] 
 
augment v. -mented -menting -ments -tr. 1. To make greater, as in size, extent, or quantity; 
increase. 2. To add an augment to. -intr. To become greater; enlarge. -n. 1. An enlargement or 
increase. 2. The prefixation of a vowel or the lengthening of an initial vowel to indicate the past 
tense, esp. of Greek and Sanskrit verbs. [ME augmentem < OFr. augmenter < LLat. augmentare, to 
increase < augmentum, an increase < augere, to increase.] augmentable adj. augmenter n. 
 
augmentation n. 1. The act or process of augmenting. 2. The condition of being augmented. 3. 
Something that augments. 4. Music. The repetition of a theme in notes of usually double time value. 
 
augmentative adj. 1. Having the tendency or ability to augment. 2. Grammar. Of, relating to, or 
designating esp. a word element that indicates an increase, as in size, force, or intensity, in the 
meaning of the original word. augmentative n. 
 
August n. The eighth month of the year according to the Gregorian calendar. See table at calendar. 
[ME < OE < Lat. (mensis) Augustus, (month) of Augustus, after Augustus Caesar.] 
 
aunt n. 1. The sister of one's father or mother. 2. The wife of one's uncle. [ME aunte < AN < OFr. 
ante < Lat. amita, paternal aunt.] 
 
aural aural(1) adj. Of, pertaining to, or perceived by the ear. [< Lat. auris, ear.] aural(2) adj. 
Characterized by or pertaining to an aura. 
 
aura n. pl. auras or aurae 1. An invisible breath or emanation. 2. A distinctive air or quality that 
characterizes a person or thing: an aura of nobility. 3. Pathology. A sensation, as of a cold breeze, 
preceding the onset of certain nervous disorders. [ME, gentle breeze < Lat. < Gk.] 
 
auspice n. pl. auspices 1. auspices Protection or support; patronage. 2. A portent, omen, or augury, 
esp. when observed in the actions of birds. 3. Observation of and divination from the actions of 
birds. [Lat. auspicium, bird divination < auspex, bird augur : avis, bird + -spex, watcher < specere, to 
look.] 
 
auspicious adj. 1. Attended by favorable circumstances; propitious. 2. Marked by success; 
prosperous. auspiciously adv. auspiciousness n. 
 
austere adj. 1. a. Severe or stern in disposition or appearance. b. Somber; grave. 2. Strict or severe 
in discipline; ascetic. 3. Without adornment or ornamentation; bare. [ME < OFr. < Lat. austerus < 
Gk. austeros, harsh.] austerely adv. austereness n. 
 
austerity n. pl. -ties 1. The quality of being austere. 2. Severe and rigid economy: wartime 
austerity. 3. An austere habit or practice. 



 
Australian n. 1. A native or inhabitant of the Commonwealth of Australia. 2. An aborigine of 
Australia. 3. Any of the languages of the Australian aborigines. -adj. 1. Of or pertaining to Australia 
or its inhabitants and their languages or cultures. 2. Ecology. Of or designating the zoogeographic 
region that includes Australia and the islands adjacent to it, including New Guinea. 
 
Austro- Austro-(1) Southern: Austro-Asiatic. [< Lat. auster, south.] Austro-(2) Austria; Austrian: 
Austro-Hungarian. 
 
authentic adj. 1. a. Conforming to fact and therefore worthy of trust, reliance, or belief. b. Having 
an undisputed origin; genuine. 2. Law. Executed with due process of law: an authentic deed. 3. 
Music. a. Designating a medieval mode having a range from its final tone to the octave above it. b. 
Designating a cadence with the dominant chord immediately preceding the tonic chord. 4. Obsolete. 
Authoritative. [ME autentik < OFr. autentique < LLat. authenticus < Gk. authentikos < authentes, 
author.] authentically adj. 
 
authenticate tr.v. -cated -cating -cates To establish or prove as authentic. authentication n. 
authenticator n. 
 
authenticity n. The condition or quality of being authentic, trustworthy, or genuine. 
 
author n. 1. a. The original writer of a literary work. b. One who practices writing as a profession. 
2. a. An originator or creator. b. Author God. -tr.v.-thored -thoring -thors 1. To be the author of; 
write. 2. To originate; create. [ME authour < OFr. autor < Lat. auctor, creator < augere, to create.] 
 
authoritarian adj. Characterized by or favoring absolute obedience to authority, as against 
individual freedom. authoritarian n. authoritarianism n. 
 
authoritative adj. 1. Having or arising from proper authority; official: authoritative sources. 2. 
Wielding authority; commanding. authoritatively adv. authoritativeness n. 
 
authority n. pl. -ties 1. a. The power to command, enforce laws, exact obedience, determine, or 
judge. b. A person or group invested with this power. c. The officials of a political unit holding such 
power; government. 2. Freedom or right granted to another; authorization. 3. A public agency or 
corporation with administrative powers in a specified field: the Port Authority. 4. a. An accepted 
source of expert information or advice. b. A quotation or citation from such a source. 5. An expert in 
a given field: an authority on plants. 6. Power to influence or persuade resulting from knowledge or 
experience: write with authority. 7. Grounds for a particular course of action. 8. An authoritative 
statement or decision that may be taken as a precedent. [ME autority < OFr. autorite < Lat. auctoritas 
< auctor, creator.] 
 
authorization n. 1. The act of authorizing. 2. Something that authorizes; sanction. 
 
authorize tr.v. -ized -izing -izes 1. To grant authority or power to. 2. To approve or give 



permission for; sanction: authorize a highway project. 3. To be sufficient grounds for; justify. [ME 
autorisen < OFr. autoriser < Med. Lat. auctorizare < Lat. auctor, author.] authorizer n. 
 
authorship n. 1. The profession or occupation of writing. 2. A source or origin, as of a book or 
idea. 
 
autocracy n. pl. -cies 1. Government by a single person having unlimited power; despotism. 2. A 
country or state that is governed by autocracy. 
 
autocrat n. 1. A ruler having absolute or unrestricted power; despot. 2. A person with unlimited 
power or authority. [Fr. autocrate < Gk. autokrates, ruling by oneself : auto-, self + kratos, authority.] 
autocratic autocratical adj. autocratically adv. 
 
autohypnosis n. 1. The act or process of hypnotizing oneself. 2. A self-induced hypnotic state. 
autohypnotic adj. 
 
automatic adj. 1. a. Acting or operating in a manner essentially independent of external influence 
or control; self-moving. b. Self-regulating. 2. a. Without volition or conscious control. b. Acting or 
performing in a mechanical fashion. 3. Capable of firing continuously until ammunition is 
exhausted. -n. 1. An automatic firearm, esp. an automatic pistol. 2. An automatic machine or device. 
3. Football. An audible. [Gk. automatos, self-acting.] automatically adv. automaticity n. 
 
automatism n. 1. a. The state or quality of being automatic. b. Automatic mechanical action. 2. 
Philosophy. The theory that the body is a machine whose functions are accompanied but not 
controlled by consciousness. 3. Physiology. a. The automatic operation of organs and cells, such as 
the beating of the heart. b. Performance of an act without conscious control, as in the operation of 
the reflexes. 4. The suspension of consciousness in order to express subconscious ideas and feelings. 
automatist n. 
 
automaton n. pl. -tons or -ta 1. A robot. 2. One that behaves in an automatic or mechanical 
fashion. [Lat., self-operating machine < Gk. automatos, self-acting.] automatous adj. 
 
autonomous adj. 1. a. Independent. b. Self-contained. 2. a. Independent of the laws of another 
state or government; self-governing. b. Of or pertaining to an autonomy. 3. Autonomic. [Gk. 
autonomos, self-ruling : autos, self + nomos, law.] autonomously adv. 
 
autonomy n. pl. -mies 1. The condition or quality of being self-governing. 2. Self-government or 
the right of self-government; self-determination; independence. 3. A self-governing state, 
community, or group. [Gk. autonomia < autonomos, autonomous.] autonomist n. 
 
autosuggestion n. Psychology. The process by which a person induces self-acceptance of an 
opinion, belief, or plan of action. autosuggestibility n. autosuggestible adj. autosuggestive adj. 
 
autumn n. 1. The season of the year between summer and winter, lasting from the autumnal 



equinox to the winter solstice and from September to December in the Northern Hemisphere; fall. 2. 
A period of maturity verging on decline. [ME autumpne < OFr. < Lat. autumnus.] autumnal adj. 
autumnally adv. 
 
auxiliary adj. 1. Giving assistance or support; helping. 2. Acting as a subsidiary; supplementary. 
3. Held in or used as a reserve: auxiliary troops. 4. Nautical. Equipped with a motor as well as sails. 
-n.pl. -ries 1. An individual or group that assists or functions in an auxiliary capacity. 2. A member 
of a foreign body of troops serving a country in war. 3. An auxiliary verb. 4. Nautical. A sailing 
vessel equipped with a motor. 5. A vessel designed for and used in other than combat services, such 
as a tug or a supply ship. [Lat. auxiliarius < auxilium, help.] 
 
avail v. availed availing avails -tr. To be of use or advantage to; help: Nothing can avail him now. 
-intr. To be of use, value, or advantage; serve. -n. Use, benefit, or advantage: labored to no avail.  
 Idiom Section: avail (oneself) of. . To make use of. [ME availen : a- (intensive) + OFr. 
valoir, vail-, to be worth < Lat. valere.] availingly adv. 
 
available adj. 1. Accessible for use; at hand. 2. Having the qualities and the willingness to take on 
a responsibility: a list of available candidates. 3. Archaic. a. Capable of bringing about a desired end. 
b. Beneficial. availability availableness n. availably adv. 
 
avarice n. An extreme desire for wealth; cupidity. [ME < OFr. < Lat. avaritia < avarus, greedy < 
avere, to desire.] 
 
avenge v. avenged avenging avenges -tr. 1. To take revenge or exact satisfaction for: avenge a 
murder. 2. To take vengeance on behalf of: avenge one's father. [ME avengen < OFr. avengier : a-, 
to (< Lat. ad-) + vengier, to vindicate < Lat. vindicare.] avenger n. avengingly adv. 
 
avenue n. 1. A wide street or thoroughfare. 2. a. A broad roadway lined with trees. b. Chiefly 
British. The drive leading from the main road up to a country house. 3. A means of access or 
approach: new avenues of trade. [Fr. < OFr., p.part. of avenir, to approach < Lat. advenire, to come 
to. -see advent.] 
 
aver tr.v. averred averring avers 1. To declare in a positive manner; affirm. 2. Law. a. To assert 
formally as a fact. b. To justify or prove. [ME averren < OFr. averer < VLat. adverare : Lat. ad-, to + 
Lat. verus, true.] averment n. averrable adj. 
 
average n. 1. Mathematics. a. A number that typifies a set of numbers of which it is a function. b. 
The arithmetic mean. 2. A typical or usual level, degree, or kind. 3. Law. a. The incurrence of and 
loss due to damage at sea to a ship or cargo. b. The equitable distribution of such a loss among 
concerned parties. c. Charges incurred through such a loss. 4. Small expenses or charges that are 
usually paid by the master of a ship. -adj. 1. Of, pertaining to, or constituting a mathematical 
average. 2. Typical; usual. 3. Assessed in compliance with the laws of average. -v.-aged -aging -ages 
-tr. 1. To calculate the average of. 2. To accomplish or obtain an average of: average three hours 
work a day. 3. To distribute proportionately. -intr. 1. To be or amount to an average. 2. To buy or 



sell more goods or shares to obtain more than an average price. [Obs. averie, shipping charges < 
OFr. avarie, damage to shipping < OItal. avaria < Ar. "awariyah, damaged goods < "awar, blemish.] 
Synonyms: average medium mediocre fair middling indifferent run-of-the-mill so-so tolerable These 
adjectives indicate rank or position on a scale of evaluation. Average and medium apply to what is 
midway between extremes on such a scale; usually they imply both sufficiency and lack of 
distinction. Mediocre stresses the undistinguished aspect of what is average. Fair suggests rank 
above the average but substantially below the highest. Middling refers to middle position, less 
favorably than average but less unfavorably than mediocre is close to mediocre , and suggests 
inadequacy. Run-of-the-mill suggests uniform mediocrity. So-so suggests what is just passable. 
Tolerable suggests more favorably what is acceptable. 
 
averse adj. 1. Having a feeling of great distaste or aversion: was averse to sharing a table with 
them. 2. Botany. Turned away from the central stem or axis. [Lat. aversus, backward, p.part. of 
avertere, to avert.] aversely adv. averseness n.  
 Usage: Averse and adverse are often confused. Averse indicates opposition or strong 
disinclination on the subject's part: He was averse to joining the party. Adverse is used of something 
that opposes or hinders progress: an adverse wind; adverse circumstances. 
 
aversion n. 1. Intense dislike. 2. A feeling of extreme repugnance. 3. Archaic. One that is an object 
of aversion. 4. Obsolete. The act of averting or turning away. 
 
avert tr.v. averted averting averts 1. To turn away: avert one's eyes. 2. To ward off or prevent: avert 
disaster. [ME averten < OFr. avertir < Lat. avertere : ab-, away from + vertere, to turn.] avertible 
avertable adj. 
 
avian adj. Of, pertaining to, or characteristic of birds. [< Lat. avis, bird.] 
 
avian adj. Of, pertaining to, or characteristic of birds. [< Lat. avis, bird.] 
 
avoid tr.v. avoided avoiding avoids 1. To keep away from; shun. 2. To keep from happening. 3. 
Law. To annul or make void; invalidate. 4. Obsolete. To void. [ME avoiden < AN avoider, to empty 
out < OFr. esvuidier : es-, out (< Lat. ex-) + vuidier, to empty < voide, empty. -see void.] avoidable 
adj. avoidably adv. avoider n. 
 
avoidance n. 1. The act of avoiding or shunning. 2. Law. An annulment. 
 
avow tr.v. avowed avowing avows 1. To acknowledge openly; confess: avow guilt. 2. To declare 
oneself to be. [ME avowen < OFr. avouer < Lat. advocare, to call upon. -see avouch.] avowable adj. 
avowably adv. avowedly adv. avower n. 
 
await v. awaited awaiting awaits -tr. 1. To wait for. 2. To be in store for. 3. Obsolete. To lie in 
ambush for. -intr. To wait. [ME awaiten < ONFr. awaitier : a-, to (< Lat. ad-) + waitier, to watch, of 
Germanic orig.] 
 



awake v. awoke awaked awaking awakes -tr. 1. To rouse from sleep; waken. 2. To stir the interest 
of; excite. 3. To stir up (memories or fears, for example). -intr. 1. To wake up. 2. To become alert. 3. 
To become aware or cognizant: awoke to reality. -adj. 1. Not asleep. 2. Alert; vigilant; watchful. 
[ME awaken < OE awacian.] 
 
awaken v. -ened -ening -ens -tr. To cause to wake up. -intr. To wake up. [ME awakenen < OE 
awaecnian : a-, on + waecnian, to waken.] awakener n. 
 
award tr.v. awarded awarding awards 1. To grant as merited or due. 2. To declare as legally due: 
awarded damages to the plaintiff. -n. 1. A decision, such as one made by a judge or arbitrator. 2. 
Something awarded or granted, as for merit. [ME awarden < AN awarder, to decide (a legal 
question), of Germanic orig.] awardable adj. awarder n. 
 
aware adj. 1. Having knowledge or cognizance: aware of their limitations. 2. Obsolete. Vigilant; 
watchful. [ME < OE gewaer.] awareness n. Synonyms: aware cognizant conscious sensible alive 
awake alert watchful vigilant These adjectives mean to be mindful or heedful of something. Aware 
implies knowing something either by perception or by means of information. Cognizant is a rather 
formal equivalent of aware stressing sure knowledge and the recognition of it. Conscious 
emphasizes recognition of something sensed or felt. Sensible implies knowledge gained by sensing 
or perceiving, and suggests appreciation of it. Alive stresses keenness of perception, and awake 
suggests being aroused to the presence of something. Alert stresses both knowledge and capability 
of swift, apt response. Watchful and vigilant imply acute perception of what is dangerous or 
potentially so. 
 
away adv. 1. From a particular place: run away from home. 2. At a distance. 3. In a different 
direction; aside: He glanced away. 4. Out of existence: The music faded away. 5. From one's 
possession: gave the tickets away. 6. Continuously: He worked away at his job. 7. Immediately: Fire 
away! -adj. 1. Absent: He is away from home. 2. At a distance: He is miles away. 3. Played on an 
opponent's field or grounds: an away game. 4. Baseball. Out: bases loaded, two away.  
 Idiom Section: away with. 1. Take away. 2. Go away. Often used imperatively: Away with 
you! do makeaway with.. 1. To get rid of. 2. To murder. [ME < OE aweg.] 
 
awe n. 1. a. An emotion of mingled reverence, dread, and wonder. b. Fearful veneration or respect. 
2. Archaic. The power to inspire reverence or fear. 3. Obsolete. Dread. -tr.v.awed awing awes To 
inspire with awe. [ME < ON agi.] 
 
awesome adj. 1. Inspiring awe. 2. Expressing or marked by awe. awesomely adv. awesomeness n. 
 
awful adj. 1. Extremely bad or unpleasant; terrible. 2. Commanding awe. 3. Filled with awe. 4. 
Great: an awful burden. -adv. Informal. Extremely; very: was awful sick. [ME aweful, awe-inspiring 
< OE egefull.] awfully adv. awfulness n. 
 
awhile adv. For a short time.  
 Usage: Awhile, an adverb, is never preceded by a preposition such as for, but the two-word 



form a while may be preceded by a preposition. In writing, each of the following is acceptable: stay 
awhile; stay for a while; stay a while (but not stay for awhile ). 
 
awkward adj. 1. Marked by a lack of dexterity and grace, esp. in physical movement. 2. a. 
Clumsily lacking in the ability to do or perform; unskillful. b. Clumsily or unskillfully performed. 3. 
Difficult to handle or manage: an awkward bundle to carry. 4. a. Causing embarrassment and 
distress: an awkward remark. b. Marked by embarrassment or discomfort: an awkward silence. 5. 
Needing tact and discretion: an awkward situation. [ME awkeward, in the wrong way < awke, 
wrong < ON ofugr, backward.] awkwardly adv. awkwardness n. Synonyms: awkward clumsy 
maladroit inept gauche bungling ungainly unwieldy These adjectives refer to lack of grace or skill in 
movement, manner, or performance. Awkward and clumsy , the least specific, are often 
interchangeable. Clumsy emphasizes lack of dexterity in physical movement. Awkward applies both 
to physical movement and to embarrassing conditions and situations. Maladroit implies lack of tact 
or skill in relationships with other persons. Inept applies to inappropriate actions and speech. Gauche 
(French for "left") usually suggests boorishness. Bungling implies gross incompetence in 
performance. Ungainly suggests a visible lack of grace in form or movement. Unwieldy describes 
objects whose size or shape make them difficult to handle. 
 
awoke v. Past tense of awake: awake v. awoke awaked awaking awakes -tr. 1. To rouse from 
sleep; waken. 2. To stir the interest of; excite. 3. To stir up (memories or fears, for example). -intr. 1. 
To wake up. 2. To become alert. 3. To become aware or cognizant: awoke to reality. -adj. 1. Not 
asleep. 2. Alert; vigilant; watchful. [ME awaken < OE awacian.] 
 
ax or axe n. pl. axes 1. A tool with a bladed head mounted on a handle, used for felling or splitting 
lumber. 2. A tool or weapon, such as a battle-ax, similar to an ax. 3. Informal. a. A sudden 
termination of employment: got the ax yesterday. b. An abrupt or ruthless removal. -tr.v.axed axing 
axes 1. To use an ax. 2. To remove ruthlessly or suddenly. 
 Idiom Section: have an ax to grind. To pursue a selfish or subjective aim. [ME < OE aexa.] 
 
axial adj. 1. Pertaining to or forming an axis. 2. Located on, around, or in the direction of an axis. 
axiality n. axially adv. 
 
axis n. pl. axes 1. A straight line about which a body or geometrical object rotates or may be 
conceived to rotate. 2. Mathematics. a. An unlimited line, half-line, or line segment serving to orient 
a space or a geometrical object, esp. a line about which the object is symmetrical. b. A reference line 
from which distances or angles are measured in a coordinate system. 3. A center line to which parts 
of a structure or body may be referred. 4. An imaginary line to which elements of a work of art, as a 
picture, are referred for measurement or symmetry. 5. Anatomy. a. The second cervical vertebra on 
which the head turns. b. Any of various central structures, as the spinal column, or standard abstract 
lines used as a positional referent. 6. Botany. The main stem or central part about which organs or 
plant parts such as branches are arranged. 7. Axis The alliance of Germany and Italy (1936), later 
including Japan and other nations, that opposed the Allies in World War II. [ME < Lat.] 
 
azure n. 1. A light purplish blue. 2. An azure pigment. 3. The blue sky. [ME < OFr. azur < Med. 
Lat. azura < Ar. al-lazaward < Pers. lajward, lapis lazuli.] 


