Spiritual Fellowship Journal

Volume 14, Number 2 Spring-Summer, 2005

]

The Challenge (part 2)
Kenneth T. Glasziou

A Careful Examination of the “Not Inspired”

Disclaimers of The Urantia Book (part 1)
Philip Calabrese

Rhawn Joseph and the
“Death of Darwinism”
Merlyn Cox

On the Supreme: An Essay
Mel Quinn

Reflections on a Long Winter

Toward Spiritual Fellowship




The Spiritual Fellowship is a Religious Organization Whose Mission is
to Bring the Spiritual Teachings of the Urantia Papers to All People.

We helieve that the Fifth Epochal Revelation will enculturate the grass roots of suciety through new religions
erganizations and help lay the foundation for an interfaith movement that will eventually involve all of the
religions of the world, The history of religion shows that spiritual value systems are always established and
promoted by some kind of religious organization. We invite you to join us in this pioneering elfort to establish
new religious organizations that have the potential to bring a spiritual transformation o our werld.

Guiding Principles'

An Appropriate Symbalism and Socioreligious Expression of the Fifth Epochal Revelation Should:
|. Be bused on the Fatherhood of God and the brother-sisterhood of humankind,
2. Be the outzrowth of laove,
3, Foster sentiment, satisty emotions, and promote loyalty.
4. Fucilitate spiritual progress through cosmic meanings, moral values, social development,
and personal living,

3. Provide supreme goals of living that are both temporal and eternal.
G, Be based on the biologic, social, and religious significance of the family.
1. Symbolize the permanent in the midst of unceasing change.
8, Glorify that which respects and unifies the diversities of socieLy.
9. Prormute higher meanings, beautiful relationships, and the highest values.

10. Embody some masterful mystery and connote some worthiul unatainable,

11. Be meaningful and serviceable to both the individual and the group.

12. Serve as the skeletal structure for dynamic persanal experience.

The Purpose of Religious Institutions is to:
I. Dramatize the loyalties of spirilual experience.
2. Magnify the lures of truth, beuuty, and goodness—supreme values,
3. Enhance the service of unselfish fellowship.
4. Glorify the potentials of family life,
3. Promate religious education,
0. Provide wise counsel and spiritual guidance,
7. Furnish and promote group worship.
&, Encourape Iriendship, neighborthood welfare, and moral values.
9. Spread the gospel of eternal salvation,

Religious Institutions Should Avoid Dangers, Such As:
I, Fixation of ritual and theology,
2. Developing vested interests and secular involvement.
3. Serving the institution instead of serving God and ministering Lo people,
4. Forming competitive sects and developing a “chosen people” attitude.
5. Developing authoritarianism, dogmatism. and false ideas of sacredness.
6. Venerating the past while ignoring present needs and timely spiritual interprefitions.
7. Failing to hold the imterest of youth and grow with the times,
8. Losing sight of spiritual ministry and the saving message of salvation,
Central Objective
The: central objective of those interested in initiating a new religious organization based on the teachings
af the Urantia Papers should be to create & polity with maximum Hexibility, Tunction with both small groups
or larger cangregations. utilize lay leadership and/or ordained clergy, exhibit cross-cultural adapability, and
express broad theolegical inclusiveness.
Such a religious organization would be “a gathering of persens who have accepted a common purpose, and
a commaon discipline o guide the pursuit of that purpose, to the end that each involved person reaches higher
tulfillment us a person, through serving and being served by the common venture, than would be achicved
alone or in a less committed relationship.™

' See UL B, p. 966
* Robert K. Greenleaf, Servant Leadership, Paulist Press, New York, 1977, o237
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Editorials

Reflections on a fong winter...

Looking out of my study window during the month of
March, 1 grew weary of seeing the same universal brown
that charucterizes late winter. 1alwayvs try to console my-
self at this time of year with a counidown to spring, but
this year, right up to and past the designated day, the cold
wind was unrelenting. and the long range furecasts simply
didn’t budge—below normal lemperatures kept coming like
@ mantra, with no break in sight.

Perhaps, 1 thought, natore has forgotten its job: this
will be the year the whale landscape will remain fallow
for another vear,

Of course, in duc time, and in disregard for either my
desires or discouragement, it came again. The preen, though
tardy. is quickly pushing up through last vear's blanket of
leaves, leal buds are swelling on the trees, and nature is
responding to the imesistable summons to be froitfel and
mitlenply.

Al times, [ couldn’t help but compare the long winter
and the seemingly distant hope for spring, o that of the
Urantia community. A great revelation, the great good news
of heaven itself, the bend of the universe and its eternal
goal, has entered human life—again—and we wonder how
leng it will take for its children to embrace the liberating
message.

I speculate again and again, but 1 don’t know the answer.
[ occasionally dare to think it surely must be just around
the corner; but on the whole, T suspect it will be measured
n generations, and not just in vears,

What sustaing me is the knowledge that it will come,
justas surely as springtime lollows winter, and the seasons
of the slow evolution of human society run their course. It
simply can’t be hurried or forced.

More imponantly, for the individual, the joy of the mes-
sage 15 ours now, for both the promise and satisfaction of
an eternal future can be experienced daily in our lives, even
us we rejoice in the modest signs of springtime.

Merlwm Cayx

fn this issue:

This issue is heavily weighted with articles concerning
science and The Urantia Book. This is clearly an ongoing
concern in the Urantia community, and there are significantly
differing opinions, even among committed readers.

*  Included is the second of a two pant series by Ken
Glasziou on the efforts of scientists to relate Quantum
physics with human consciousness, and its remarkahle
harmony with the insights of The Urantia Book.

*  Phil Calabrese presents a comprehensive survey and
critique of the affirmations and disclaimers contained
in The Uraniia Book concerning science and cosmal-
ogy, and challenges those he feels are too quick o
dismiss its validity.

*  Dveincluded a rather lengthly, but | believe well mer-
ited, review of Rhawn Joseph's book on evolution, the
ariging of life, and the “death of Darwinism.”

*  Mel Quinn balances the heavy tone of these articles
with a devotional celebration of the Supreme.

Correction!

-

Those with backgrounds in science or statistical anal vsis
may have noticed that in Ken Glasziow's “Chellenge:
part 1,” a minus sign was inadvertaintly left off the
designation of powers on page 12, in the section,
“Beyvond Space..."

Toward Spiritual Fellowship

One of the most distinctive contemporary developments
of religion in our world is the advent of the ecumenical
movement and the unprecedented search for meaningful
spiritual experience. This expanding quest for spiritual
guidance and direction has taken many forms. The
theologian, Emst Trocltsch (18635-1923), observed that
all religions are relative—that is limited, partial, and
meemplete, The historian, Amoeld Toynbee (1889-1975),
examined all of the religions of the world and pointed out
that there is a common core and goal behind all religions.
The psychiatrist, Carl G, Jung (1875-1961), in an in depth
study of religions found that there is a common psychic origin
ind function amang religions, These and other scholarly
studies of religion set the stage for the contemporary
ecumenical movement,

Paul F. Knitter's book, No Other Name? A Critical
Survey of Christion Atitudes Toward the World Religions,’
is one of the most insightful present day discussions of the
ecumenical basis of religion, Dr. Knitter reminds us that
Jesus established a theocentric (religion of Jesus) foundation
of religion rutherthan a Christocentric {religion about Jesus)
busis of religion. He points out that all religions could
profit from the insights and experiences of other religions,
The last chapler of Protessor Knitter's book entitled, “The
Challenge of Interreligious Dialogue.” makes an eloguent
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argument for the development of a global thealogy,

Stemming from this new pluralism in thealogy
over the past quarter century or more, Lonnie D
Khever's boak, The Shatiered Specirting, A Survey af
Conternporary Theology,? observes that the kaleidoscope
of new theologies that have sppeared in recent times
defy classification under the old categories. Professor
Kliever believes that radical changes will take place in
the form and content of religion in the future: “In such
crisis circumstances, the search for and conversion o g
new worldview can and does occue. Such a breakthrough
depends upoen inding some new organizing metiphor or
shared paradigm through which to re-view ond re-shape
the world.” (p. 197} The authors of the Urantia Papers
have siven us such a new spiriiual paradigm that will
bring a renaissance of religion on our world,

Evidence of the changing nature of religion and the
searching atttude of people i =eenin the Congregational
Life Survey funded by the Lilly Endowment and the
Louwisville Institute, In Aprl of 2001, nearly 300,000
worshipers filled oul questionnaires answering guestions
gbout their church attendance and religious convictions.
Nearly one quarter of them switched congrepations in the
pust five yvears. Only seven percent of newcomers had
o eirlier involvement with a fiaith community which
suggests that only a small numhber of the unchurched are
lonking for traditiomal religious affilintion. A preat number
of peaple are searching [or a more meaningful spiritual
experience. In the February, 2002 issee of the Atlantic
Maonthiy, an article, “Oh Gods!™ Toby Lester says that
the new cemtury will probably see religion explode—in
both intensity and variety, New religions are springing
up everywhere and old ones are transforming themselves
dramatically.

The Fullness of Time

The =slage is =ei for the advent of a4 new spiritual
vision that will transform oor society. Our world has
been prepared by:

# The Biviiy of the coumenical movenien,

* A recognition ol g global indersionding af religion
wisr be tieaceniric,

A profiferation of new thealogical approgches o
spirinal experience,

» A unprecedented searching for a more meaningfiul

view anid experience of spiritual Reality.

v Adrealizition thet owr world needsa “neworranizing
rrefeepriiod o shared paragdiem et will reslape the
worid.”

The Fifth Epochal Revelation. in my opinicn, is the
only resource that has the smirival vision and power
to fulfill these longings and aspirations of our human
condition. The history of religion shows that spiritoal
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value systems ane always established by some kind of
religious organization. The Spiritual Fellowship is the
first religious organization designed 1o carry the Fifth
Epochal Revelaticn to the indizenous communities of the
world, While we must always keep in mind that God is
the end and all other things are means, there is a danger
in foragtting that it is the means that are instromental
in getting to the end, When using terms like “church™
or “fellowship,” there is a danger of getting bogoed
down in semantics—a religious organization is also a
brothersisterhood. The social dynamics of a religious
arganization are basic in carrving the religion of Jesus
Lo the arass roots of the world.

The worldwide mission of The Spiriteal Fellowship
is to tegch, motivate, empower, and support all people
in their growing relationship with God and to encourage
their loving service W humankind. We believe that every
religion of cur world can identify with this mizsion. As
weestablish Fellowships in the grass roots of every nation
and cultore, the spiritual vision of the Filth Epochal
FEevelation will gradually become known and this vision
will eventually transform human society.

This outreach ministry will not be easy. [t is not for
tmid =ouls, It as difficult for balanced, solid citizens
e rizk being viewed by their neighbors and friends as
“different” or belonging te some strange cult ormovemeant.
Pioneers always face difficulty and hardship. New and
enlarged presentaticns of tmuth have always been. and
will always be, attacked by religious traditionalists and
fundamentalists. The history of spintual growth shows
that mot until an enlarged vision of truth is attacked and
its pionecrs perscouted does it come to the attention and
make its appeal to the significant number of creative
seekers [or spirtual truth in society—"Happy are they
who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.” (140: sec. 3, 9] 2tf) Let us be
numbered among those pilgims who “have leamed to
Feast upon uncertainty, w famen upon disappointment, o
enthuse over apparent defeat, o invigorate inthe presence
of difficultics, to exhibit indomitable courage in the
face of immensity, and (o exercise unconguerable faith
when confronted with the challenze of the mexplicable.
[n liaison with God, nothing—absaluely nothing—is
impossible’ (26: sec. 5,1 3)

! Knitter, Paul E Mo Other NameT New York:
Orbis Books, 1985

* Kliever, Lonnie D, The Shattered Spectrum.
Adtlanta: Tohn Knox Press, 1981
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The Challenge: Part I1
by kenneth Glaszion
(Emphasis in paper is by author)

“The Universe of universes, in tata, is mind planed,
mindd made, and mind adminisiered” p. 481

Quantum theory and the observer
In the experiments of Chaio, ot al,, presented the basic
sel-up utilized a down converter, an instrument that splits a
photom inta twins having equal energy. These then went (o
a beam splitter that presented two alternative pathways to a
detection system measuring the simultaneous arrival of the
twin pair—an event that signaled wave-like behavior,

The addition ofa palanzertoonly one of the allernative
pathways labeled that pathway and immediately destroyed
all wave-like properties of the photons, The question then
asked was: “what wonld happen if the information about
the marked pathway was left intact while the photon went
theough polarizer P1, but was destroyed by the P2 polarizer
just before armiving at the detection system?” The answer
was unequivocil—wave behavior was restored,

Amore elaborate version of this type of experiment was
carried out at the University of Rochester which demon-
strated that even when there was no observable difference in
the photons arriving at the detection system, it it was even
thearetically possible that their pathway could be retraced
then that was sufficient to collapse the wave function and
bring about particle-like behavior,

Faster than light

The Aspect experiments which confirmed the theoreti-
il results predicted by Bell demoenstrated that any signals
passing between the twin pair of correlated photens emitted
by radic-active caleium must exceed the speed of light.

High tech optical experiments have confirmed this
comelusion. To do so, twin photon pairs were raced
against one another. After adjusting their tracks to be
identical, a barrier was placed across one path 1o ake
advantage of the wnneling effect—an cffect long used in
electronics with the tunneling diode in which the prob-
ability relalions for energy distribution permit the ocea-
sional electron 1o surmount “impossible”™ enerey barriers.,

Interestingly the photon twnneling through a barrier
arrived atits target before its unimpeded twin, the average
velocity over many trialsbeing 1.7 times the velocity of light,
It was alsa found that. in the process of wnneling, a photon
15 somchow able to sense the for side ofthe barrier and cross
ivin the same amount of time no matter kow thick the barrier
muy he. Strange, is itnot? fya ploton in some way conscions

In Search of the Quantum Mind
The empirical evidence deriving from quantum theory

research has shown that at molecular, atomic, and sub-
atomic levels, prior o observation, ohjects are composed
of something indeterminate that is neither wave nor particle,
15 neither here nor there but is distibuted ‘who knows
where' as a probability distribution that will materialize
instantuneously at the request of an observer, And it does
so either as a wave or particle, or a conglomeration of
particles depending upon the methadology of the observer,

In their indeterminate format of “neither wave nor par-
ticle,” such ohjects may be distributed in, even throughout,
the world of spuce-time, or alternatively. in a dimension
beyond space-time that some refer to as “non-local

Non-local is a zone, dimension, or whatever, in which
time appears 1o be non-existent, a zone of reality that is in-
stantaneously accessible on demand fraom within space —time,
The Brain-Mind as both a Quantum System and

@ measuring Apparatus.

We look at the brain-mind’s quantum system as a
complex macro-quantum system consisting of many
L'|.ZII[I|'.IIZZII'IL"I'I?|$.

We can represent the states of a complex quantum
system by its so-called normal modes of excitation, its
quanta, or more penerally, by conglomerates of the nor-
mal modes, Suppose these normal modes represent mental
archetypes of mental objects (much like Pleto's shadows
on the cave wall). Call these states of the brain’s system
pure mental states.

Suppose also that the bulk of the brain is the classical
analogue of a measurement apparatus and this classical
apparatus of the brain amplifies and records the gquantum
mind ohjects.

[n this quantum model, the mental stales are states of
the quantuim system which, with measurement, become
correlated with the states of its measuring apparatus.

Thus in cvery quantum event the brain-mind state thal
15 collapsed and experienced represents a pure mental state
that the classical brain measures, amplifies, or records.

The concept that most of the brain is simply a measur-
ing apparatus leads toa new and useful way 1o think about
the brain and conscious events,

S0 could it be that 4 quantum mechanizm in our head
opens the way for the supervention of non-local conscious-
ness?

Definitive experiments]l evidence for a non-local
quantum system in the brain-mind comes from Grinberg-
Zyllerbaum and co-workers in which two subjects maintain
their direct contact while each is in 2 Faraday cage at a
distance from one another. When the brain of one responds
to an external stimulus with an evoked potential, the other's
brain also shows a potential, in form, similar to that evoked
patential,
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Thiz 1= imterpreted as an example of guanium non-
ocality due to correlation between two brain-minds that
is established through their non-local consciousness.

Classical concepts about the brain-mind svstem
mostly treat the brain itself as computer-like hardware
with mind being the software, In the idealist model the
mental states we experience are derived from the interae-
tion of both the classical and quantum syslems.

Importantly, in any individual the causal potency of
the brain-mind guantum system arises from non-local
consciowsness that hoth collapses the mind's wave func-
tion and experiences the outcome. Objects appear from
a transcendent domain of possibility into the domain of
manifestation when non-local wnitive  consclousness
collapses their wave function,

However for the collapse to be completed it must be
il the presence of an awareness of the truin-mind in order
that “measurement”™ 15 made, Thus we have a circularity
situation—there is no completion of measurement without
awareness, but there is no awareness without completion
of measurement.

To see our way clear of this circularity we can apply
guantum meagsurement theory (o the brain-mind, Ac-
cording o von Mewmann, the state of guanium sysiam
changes in two ways, The first is by spreading as a wave
1o become a coherent superpositioning of all the allowed
potential states. The second is a discontinaous chanaa in
state produced by a measurement thereby reducing the
multifaceted cxisting state to a single actualized facet.
That first step is a development of 2 pool of possibilities
and the second, the choice of cne of them.

I5 there a way oll! from cirealarily and self-
reference ! The answer s vas i we mist chiopse
for fake ir fris the FECaERITTeR fTE our Conscions-
sy 15 the same consciousness et iy bevond the
subject-ghject split—ithe congciousinezs of he
sowrce ofall consciousness. Some callir “ Being,”
atfeers call it " Crod”

Muost physicists view this as a random choice, but
according o the idealist interpretation, itis Consciousness
thatdoes the choosing—a consciousness with awarencss,
that can trunscend locality to become both non-local and
unitive,

Whereas it 15 our consciousness that chooses this
mitcome of the collapse of the guantum state of our
brain-mind. nevertheless we remain quite unconscious of
the underlying process. And it is the same unconsciouns-
ness that leads to our feeling of separatencss—the 17 of
circularity, self-reference, and tangled hicrarchy rather
than the “we™ of unitive CoNsCIoUSness.
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Is there a way out from circularity and self-refer-
ence’ The answer is ves bul we must choose 1o toke il
It is the recognition that our consciousness 1s the same
comsciousness that is beyond the subject-object split—the
conscipusness of the source of all consciousness, Some
call it “Being.” others call it “"God”

OF inestimable value for humanity is the fact that
gquantum physics has provided incontrovertible empirical
praof for the existence of transcendent orders of reality
about which materialism was o total denial, And in do-
ing 50 we morals have been liberated [fmom the rigidity
of determinism—and had our minds freed w explore the
pathway to beliefin a First Cause which, in turn, can lead
us 1o discover God who is love.

What the Urantia revelation says ahout our
minds and our contact with “non-locality.”

All universe mind is denived initially from the third
person of the Trinity—the Infinite Spint. The general
distribution of mind to the universes is a Cozmic Mind,
bt Lo an indivicual wniverse 115 via the Universe Mother
Spiril.

The exception is for non-teachable mechamcal mind
present in the maost primitive forms of matevial life—which
15 ministered o by the Master Physical Controllers. This
mind-level may also be functicnal at some level, even
among the mast advanced forms of animal life,

Animal life, including human beings, is ministered
to by the seven Adjutunt Mind Spinits which are non-
personal derivatives of the Universe Mother Spirit. These
are known by names that reflect their functionality—the
adjutants of imtuition, understanding, courage. knowledge,
counsel, worship, wisdom,

Mortal man first experiences the ministry of spirit in
conjunction with mind when the purely animal mind of
evolutionary creatures develops reception capacity for
the adjurants of worship and of wisdom, This mimstey of
the sixth and seventh adjutants indicates mind evolution
crossing the threshold of spiritusl ministry.

But for the reception of a so-called Thought Ad-
Juster, the indwelling Spirit of God. creature mind st
exhibit warship outreach and indicate wisdom function
by exhibiting the ability to choose between the emerging
values of good and evil—moral choice.

Since the feast of Pentecost following Jesus’ resurrec-
tiom, all normal-minded individuals have been recipients
of anindwelling Spiritof the Father. Most commonly this
has occurred following the individual’s first moral deci-
sion—presently averaging at around 6 years of ape.

This indwelling Spirit obviously forms a direct bond
linking both the mind and the consciousness of each
individual with the conscicusness of God. This Spirit
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The Challenge, cont
of God, because it occupies & central place in the brain-
mind of the individugl, forms a link by which the Spirit
of Truth and other spirit forces can gain access o the
Iz brain-mind.

Thus we conclude that the concepts of monistic
idealism and the thoughts presented to us in the Urantia
revelation are complementary,

From the Urantia Revelation
Cosmic consciousness implies the recognition of o
First Cause, the one and only uncaused reality, God, the
Universal Father, functions on Deity-personality levels
of sub-infinite value und relative divinity expression:

I, Pre-personal—asin the ministry of the Father
fragmenss, his tndwelling Spirit,

2. Personal—as in the evolulionary experience
af created and procreated beings,

A, Super-personal—as in the eventwared
existences of ceriqin absonite and asyociated

beings. (p. 3)

God is possessed af unlimited power to know
all thimgs, his consclowsness is universal. Hiv
personal clrcuit encompasses all personalities,
il his knowledpe of even the lowly creanires is
supplemented indivectly through the descending
serves of divine Sons and directly through the
inddwelling Thought Adjusters, And furthermere,
the Infinite Spirit is all the ime evervwhers
presenl. (p 4]

The Universal Father is the only persopality
in all the universe who does actially brow the
mpber of the stars and planers of space. Al the
warlds of every universe are constontly within
the conseimsness af God, (. 49

The cosmic mind encompasses all finfte-mind
levels and co-ordinates experientially with the
evilutionary-deity levels of the Supreme Mind
f.'rI.:!'Im.l!.'-'t'.'ﬁﬂf."c‘rrru.l'f_vw:'n'rr.fr.#mE_-.-:ef.un'f.l.fj'm'ﬂ.fuj’
alisolite mind—he divect circuis of the Conjoing
Actor (p. 4500

Human consciousness rests pently upon the
electrochentical mechanism below and delicarel ¥
towches the spivil-morontia energy syt above,
Of neither af these two sysiems i the human
Being ever complerely conscions in hix mortal
life, therefore must he work in mind, of wiich he
i5 conscious, And ir o5 net se much what mind
comprehendsaswhat mind desives 1o comprehend

Hurt inseres suevival; i s vt se omnch what
ind is like a5 what mind is siviving to be like
s consiituies Spirit identification, It is not so
mieech that me is consclons of God as that man
vearns for God that resulrs in wniverse ascension.
Wikat you ave tovday is not sa important as what
yexi are hecoming day by day aned in elermity.
fp f21A)

Crowl-consciousmess, as it is experienced by an
evedving mortal of the realms, must consist o
thres varving foctors, theee differential levely
of reality realization. There is Skt the mivd
canseionness—he comprehension of the fdea of
God. Then follows the sonl-conscioaess—he
readization af the ideal of God, Last dawns the
.'.'IIJ.".rl'n'L'-:Jr|.':r.'.‘r.lrr.frlr.-r_g.—.l.l'ze.r.-'m'r'::.'.'.-'r,nrrr_J_r'.r.l'.l.-'.-;Jl:.l'.rr'.'
realiiv of Gd, (p. 69)

Thebestowalafpersonality fstheexclusive funciion
af the Universal Father, the personalization af
the living energy svstems which he endows with
e artributes of relafive creative consciotsmess
andd the freewill contral thereof. (p. 70)

The Supreme Being did wor create man, bt man
was fherally created out af, his very life was
derived frone the porentiality of the Suprene.
Nor does he evolve man, vet is the Supreme
himselfl the very essence of evolution, From the

Jmite: standpoint, we actually live, move, and

ferve our being within the annenence of the
Supreme, {p, 1283)

e evolving soul of mortal man is created onut
qfrh.rrlrrru-r_-.lr.’.'.'.l'ef.lz:.rJrJ.-.-.i.-'.f,l.-!e'rlr_.frJ.r il experience
within the Supreme. In this manner do the
manifold experiences of all creation become a
part of the evelution of Supremacy. Creatures
merely urilize the qualities and quantities of the
finire as they ascend to the Father, the impersona!
conseguences of sich wtilization remain forever
d part af the living cosmos, the Supreme person.
(. 2870

Time, space, and experience are man's preatesi
atds fa relative veality perception and vet his
most formidable obstacles to complete reality
perception. Maortals and many other wniverse
creqiiiees find itnecessary tothink of petentials as
being aciualized in space and evolving fea frtefticn
i diste, bt SRS entire process is a time-space
phenomenan which does not actwally iake place

I
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onl Paradize and ineterniey. On the ahsciure level
dhere s neitherine norspace; all pofentials may
be there perceived as actuals, (p. 1173)

Thase whao know God have experienced the fucr
af iy presence, such God-Enewing ool s old
in their personal experience the only positive
proaf of the existence af the living God which
one femean bemng ean affer o anotfier. The
existence of Crool @5 witerly Bevond all possitaline
of demonsiration except for e coRiact bebween
the God-conscipusness af the human mind and
the God-presence of the Thoupht Adfuster thar
indwells the mortal imellect and is bestowed
upon man ax the free gift of the Universal Father

ip.24)

W are frully copnizant of the difficilties of our
assignment; we recognize the impossibility of
fully rranslating the language of the concepts
af divinity and eternity into the svmbols of the
langucge of the finile concepis of e morial
mind. But we know that there dwells within e
Ttoean peingd @ fragment of Gaod, and thar there
werfenerns with the lnemae sood the Spieitof Traih;
aid we further know thar these spirit forces
copspie to enable material man o grasp the
reality of spivitual values and {0 comprehend
the philosophy of nniverse meanings. But even
more certainly we kitow thar these spivits of the
Divine Presence are able to assist man in the
spiritual appropriation of afl ralh cortriteiory
fo the enftancesent of the ever-progressing
reatity of personal religions experience—God-

conscioustess. {p, 17)

Value creation

The hienan mind does nar creare real values;
fiman experience does nod vield wniverse insight.
Comcerming mnytely, he recognilion of moval
velines o the discernment af spivife! meanings,
all thar the Tumean mind can do is fo discover,

recognize, interpret, and choose,

The moral values of the wniverse become
intellectinl possessions by the exercise of three
bazic judpments, or choices, of the martal

sl

{. Self-indgmeni—moral choice.
2 Social-judrment—ethical choice,
. Dod=judgment—religions clhioice,
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This i appears thal alfl Jwenan Progress is
effected v a teclnigue of conjoint revelatiomal
evilutiemn.

Unless o divineg lover Hved n the mind of man,
individuals could nor unselfishiv and spivitually
Iove, And unless an interpreter lved in the mind,
nan cowld mor praly realize the unity af the
universe, Unless an evalwaror dwelt with mean,
he conld not possibly appraises maral values
and recognize spiritual meanings. And this lover
fanls frenmn the very sowrce of dnfinite love: iz
interpreter is a part af Universal Unity; this
evirluator ix the child of the Center and Sonurce of
all absalwte valies of divine and erermal vealie.

ff, 2004

Human survival i in great measure dependent
o covesgcraling the fsan will 1o the choosing
af those valwes selected by this spivii-value
sorfer—ite indwelling inferprerer and unifier,
fp. 2095}

What does it all Mean?

Firstly, we have reviewed the experimental
confirmation for the reality of “non-locality”™ as an
established scientific phenomenon, o transcendent
dimension existing independently ol universe space-time
and free from its restrictions such as the limiting velocity
imposed in our space-time by the properties of light.

Whereas the strange new properties of non-locality
appeared to be conlined (o the sub-atomic realm, clever
technoloey has novy [aken quanium strangeness, ot the very
least, to the molecular level and has fortified the belief
of most quantom physicists that it extends to all things
including that even ourselves have both *particulate™ and
wave-like behavior,

Secondly, we have learned that, to be functional,
non-locality must often be required 1o both contain and
to mitke available a wealth of information relevant to the
situation underobservation. Forexample, forthe delaved
choice type of experiment, its originator, Nobelist John
Wheeler, suggests that the experiment could be done us-
img light from a guasar (an excepticnally bright star-like
object) that is focused into two beams around a galaxy
acting us o pravitational lens (several exist), If done it
would be with photons emitted billions of vears ago but
nevertheless able 1o exhibit particle or wave behavior
at the observer's behest. (Mote: [t has been done using
quasar FB574516A.8.)

This remarkahle potential for a photon to appear (o
possess information about all of the possibilities pres-
ently availuble to it or able o become available. is also
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The Challenpe, cont,
illustrated by the experiments of Chiao et al. presented
in this paper.

Imagine you were a photon having to behave in this
wiy, How many pages of instruction would you need to
liave 1o be able to Tulfill any task liable to be set?

Thirdly, the very complexity of these possible oul-
comes 15 such that it appears that the individual photon
has insight into the observer's mind and knowledge
of observer intentions—enabling it to either fulfill or
frustrate them.

Could a mere photon have such information and abil-
ity T Surely most of us would draw a negative conclusion,
A0 what 15 our explanation?

Phulosophically and sciensifically, the Urantia
reveltation accords well with whar many consider
te be the most advanced human thowghe of the 210
ceninry fie, wmonistic fdealisim), Which, afrer ol
i5 whitt most readers showld expect,

Following the Oceam’s Razor principle of selecting
the simplest hypothesis, we could do far worse than to
go along with the idealist assumption that the whole
universe is made from consciousness, and is existent only
i consciousness. Or the parallel Urantian revelation that
the universe of universe is mind made, mine planned, and
mind administered,

Philosophically and sciemtifically, the Urantia rev-
elation accords well with what many consider to be the
most advanced human thought of the 214 century (i
monistic idealism), Which, after all, is what most readers
should expect.
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Manistic idealists (MI) pesir the primacy of
conscioisness, with mind and body being
epiphenanmen,

The Lirantio H-I':'I.-'ﬂ?.IIHHI{.Irr{LI'H__I KiTies Hhe HIVerse
af universes ts mind planned, mind made, and
meined cdneindstered,

The whaole aniverse is made from consciousness
artel iy exigtent only in consciowsness, (A1)

Al the worlids of every universe are constantly
within the consciousness of God (UR)

Censciowsness is the grownd of all being, (M1)

The Universe is neither mechanical normagicai;
{t &5 @ creation of mind, (UR)

In the idealist philosaphy, consciousness is
Sundamental; tues our spivimiality and spivinu
experience are meaningful, (MI)

God. being seff-existent is afso self-explanatory,
Crad actually lives within every rarional morral,
wherein his purpose is to be self-revealing,
(LR}
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A Careful Examination of the
“Not Inspired” Disclaimers of the
Urantia Book
Part 1

by Philip Calabrese, Ph.D.

oo FEvelaiion does synilicsize the apparenily
divervent sciences of nature and the theology of
relipton info o consistent and logical universe
philosophy, a co-ordinered and unbroken
explanation of hoth science and relipion, s
creatinge o haemony of ming and sarisfaction of
spirit which answers in himan experience thase
guestionings af the mortal mind which craves
for knowe how the Tnfinite works our his will and
s g emaaiter, with minds, and on spirvie,” (The
Livantia Book, Paper 101, sec 2, paragraph 1)

Introduction

This paper is addressed mainly to people who already
believein The Urantia Book as divine revelation, believers
who wish to get a clearer and more complete idea of the
menning and significence of the book’s own disclaimers
of being infallible, errorless, or necessarly “inspired™.
Soin this paper we shall pssume that The Urnontia Book
15 what il purports 1o be and see where that leads.

(I another paper for the upcoming 1C°05 conference
dealing with the scientific credibility of The Urantia Book
I hepe to address skeptical outsiders and non-believing
insiders, lolks who think tat The Uranila Book could
have been writlen by human beings. )

Here 1 will rebut vanious critiques frequently heard
against the scientific significance of The Uransia Book
coming from supposed helievers or partial believers and
repentedly published in secondary Urantia publications,
Since they have been published so many times as parnt
of what has been called a “de-mystficaton of The
Urantia Book compaign™ it hardly seems necessary to
guote them again here. In that regard, were [ to believe
The Urantio Bock s as many 0bvious emors as soms
supposed helievers think, then I would have 1o regard il
as o dongerous fraud. definitely not what it purports tobe.,
Letus view these well-publicized eritiques of The L'rantia
Book's science in light of the Book™s own statements and
the implications of those slatements.

Urantia Fundamentalism

One benigneritique from inside the believer community
cautions all believers against “Urantia fundamentalism,”
which would be a belief that The Urantia Book s
ahsalutely true or that it has no errors. This goncern is
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valid, but often exageerated in the present Urantia Book
reading community since no believers are claiming The
Urantia Book is absolutely true,

“To hecome fetishes, words had o be considerad
inspired. and the invocation of supposed divinely
inspired writings led directly to the establishment of
the authority of the church, .. (Paper 88: sec 2, 10)
A [or such reasons some people worry about “Urantia
Fundamentalism,” but their concern is premature,

One of the characteristics of fundamentalism iz a
refusal to change one's doctrine or interpretation. Bul as
long as one is honestly ready o acknowledge better ideas
and interpretations, there is no danger of succumbing to
fundamentalism of any Kind. Here on the way 10 Rome
Jesus explained it dwsly:

“All static, dead, concepts are potentially
evil. The finite shadow of relative and living
trath iy contimually moving, Statlc cancepis
invariably refard science, polisics, society, and
n=|'.i||.rr'r:-u. Stanic CONCEPLS My represent i certain
knenvledge, but they are deficient in wizdom aned
devedd of rush, Bul de sot perniil the concepi
af relathviny so fo mistead you that veu fail fo
recognize the ca-ordination of the wniverse
wngler the guidance of e cosmic mind, and (s
stabilized control by the energy and spirit of the
Supreme.” (130 sec 4, §15.)

Only evalving thoughts can keep up with living
expericnce. Mo fixed English words can fully capture
the infinity and etemity heing expenienced by any person
living at this moment. How could words on a page ever
[ully represent living experience, living reality? They
can't. Nor is the human mind able to fully grasp the
infinity and eternity of the cosmos. The words will always
have to change as the concept of our experience 15 more
clearly conceived. Therefore non-changing. non-growing

“fundamentalism™ is never justified,

How conld words on a page ever fullv represent
living experience, living reality?  They can'
Mo ix the Fonean mind able o fully grasp the
infininy and eterniry af the cosmos. The words
will abways have to change as the concept of our
experience is aore clearly concelved, Therefore
non-changing, nop-growing “fundamentalism”™
iz never fustified.

This waming is altogether appropriate because it
applies in the present and will also apply in the distant
future, as it has applied in the past, to all writtén texrs.
[t is part of the human condition of being temporal and
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finite and therefore unable to completely grasp infinity
and eternity due o limitations of mind and language. |
Therefore must language prow—change— accommodate
Aew CXpErience,

Nevertheless, this change is aslow process over decades
and centurics, even millennia; authoritative, progressive
scientific language does not become outdated guickly “in
a few short years™ or “in a very short time.” So this is not
an issue that should concern those of us now discussing
The Urantia Book in 2005 barely 50 vears afterit's initial
publication. It is rather for those that will read it 200,
S0 or 1000 years from now after new discoveries and
new language make some Urantia Book statements less
precise or conceptually less clear than our science will
then allow. Nevertheless, still ather scientific statements
in The Urantia Boek will last very much longer without
needing revision.

“The greatadvance made in Budeihiss philosophy
consisted in ity comprehension of the relativiey
of all truth, Through the mechanism of this
hvpothesis Buddhisis have beenable to reconcile
alld correlate the divereencies within their awn
religions scriptures a5 well as the differences
between theivown andmany others. twas raught
thar the small truvh was for little minds, the larpe
truth for great minds.” (94: sec 11, §4.)

[t all human concepts must grow then all our human
concepts are relative, but we can still imagine relatively

absolute concepts, concepts that capture something of

the abszalute in a relative context,
20" Century Science

still another eritique from supposed believers refers
t the numerous differences between contemporary
science and The Urantia Book’s cosmology as Urantia
Book “errors.” Supposedly. all or most of The Urantia
Book's science snd cosmology is already outdated,
merely early 207 century science (because the revelators
were nol permitted to reveal “unearned” or pre-mature
knowledge). [ will show that this contention is false
by exhibiting pussages that demonstrate that some new
and long-lasting scientific knowledge was allowed, znd
some was even mandated. Other information, although
relatively transient in comparison (o “ages Lupan ages”, is
still of “immense value™ to scientists, if they would read
it. However, almostall of our scientists have still to notice
the “immense™ scientific value of The Uransia Book,

Time Bombs

some people first misinterpret numerous differences
between contemporary science and The Urantia Book
as obvious Urantia Book errors, and then promote the

| deceptive idea that these presumed errors must have been

purposely included as “time hombs™ designed to ensure
that The Erantia Book would notbe canonized ormade into
a letish! Another reason offered for supposedly putting
in false science is that the Revelators were forbidden to
answer but didn’t want Lo say so,

{This “time bombs™ misinlerpretation seems almost
diabolically conceived as it confuses and insidiously
undermines the very credibility of the superhuman
authors and their writing with a potentially disarming
acknowledgement that they were in fact superhuman!
In other words, these misguided believers say, ‘yes The
Urantia Book was authored by higher order beings of
the universe and superuniverse, and even Paradise, ...
but they told us scientific lies (I'm not talking about
unprecise language here) supposedly hecause they were
forbidden toreveal uneared knowledge in their portrayal
of the truth. How terribly misleading! Does this sound
like a higher universe you'd like to belong o, or have
allegiance to? These debilitating contentions represent
4 cruel distortion of this wonderful Book that expertly
wieaves matter, mind, spiritand personality into a seamless
cosmic fabric. It could not really do this so well with
science already filled with many obvious errors, not for
this scientise)

Precision in Scientific Statements

Supposedly, all or most of The Urantia Book's
science and cosmology i already owdated,
merely early 207" century science (because
the revelators were not permitted to reveal
“unearned” or pre-matire knowledge). T will
shenw that this comtention is false by exhibiting
passages that demanstrate that some new and
long-lasting scientific knowledpe was allowed,
and sone was even mandeated,

We leamn as scientists or from The Drantia Book that
“Inknowledge alone there can never be ahsolute certainty,
only increasing probability of approximation” {102
section 2, 4.)

Therefore we scientists often give an interval of |
possibilities and then estimate the probability that the
true or observed value is within this range of possibilities.
This principle of the precision of a scientific statement |
is crucial to an adequate appreciation of The Urantia |
Book’s scientific statements, How small is the range |
and how high is the probability of observing the value
of the relevant variable within that range of possibilities? |
The smaller the range and the higher the probability the |
more precise is the statement. The implied precision of
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The Urantia Book’s words and expressions needs (o be
assessed from the context in order o adequately interpret
115 scientific statements.

If clear, crisp, unequivocal statements are made then
they should be accurate, not false, But if fuzzy words
like “roughly.” “upwards of* or “not so0 much bigger
as hefore,” are used, then the implied precision is much
less, and only rough approximations are being stated,
not precise values,

Revelation and Categories of Scientific
Information.

We are informed that some revelation 15 essential to
human understanding because human metaphysics is
incapable on its own of adequately grasping the morontia
pointofview. (101, sec2, f12) When we carefull y examine
the descriptions of The Lrantia Boek srevelatory mandate
we tind that the Revelators identified three categories of
scientific information:

() Concepis or facts that The Urantto Book
authors must reveal in order to express essentiol
spivitual truths, Thiscarepory of revelation, such
s the existence of the semi-spiritual realivy of
rrarostic, and e moteriel existence of Paradize,
was mandated. preferably using expressions of
heemain origin, but by superfuaman supplement,
iff mecessary, It was time for these things to be
revealed.  Also in this caregory Is the humanly
unknowable revelation in Paper 42 of the
different phases of energy developmenr from
the primordial force of the Ungualified Absolute
pervading all space, through rwo stages of living
Force Organizers, condensing into individuated
“wiltimarons,” spherically shaped particles, the
sl updiscovered smollest measuwrable units
af matter, the wlinuase quania, all of which
have Paradise as their nucleus since properly
qictlified Faradise connores any and all reality.
(42, sections I, 3 & 4}

2} Conceprs or facts thar the revelators were
cllowed fo reveal depending on the revelatar's
perceived need 1o use them o express the
mandated spirtteal truth. In this category will
be found the existence and nature of Magiston
of Paradise, for whom all time-spoce s a mental
erperience! Another example is the revelutfion
that hman scientists will never be able to add ro
deaod meiter what we call life, or construct even
one aram af matter ar initiare one flash of energy.
Tt netencueh fo sav that the Revelators conld not
reveal “uneared " knowledge without carefully
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defining “nrearned ",
revealing this Ivpe of scieniific tnowledee unril
they could certify that it was necessary o convey
the mandated material becanse they cotld not find
any adeguate concept in the ftopan recopds,

Thev were restricted in

3V Concepis or facts that the revelators were
specifically forbidden to reveal, Many times the
authors mention Hut they have been fortidden ro
revenl something, such as cerrain details of the
aearh experience, and the adventures of Jesus as
leader of a caravan for over a vear prior 1o his
prblic Iife.

Analysis of the Limitations of Revelation

3o let us now carefully analyze the “limitations of
revelation” asexpressed in The Urantia Book. braadening
the context at times to construct a fuller understanding of
the likely meanings and interpretations to he associated
with these oft-quoted passages,

I will interrupt the relevant quatations to point out
some implications that might have passed by unnoticed
in earlier readings.

“FOREWORD: M the minds of the mortals
af Urantia—that being the name of yvour
world—ifere exisis great confusion respecting
the meaning af such terms as God, divinity, and
deity. Huntan' beings are siill more confused and
wrceriain about the relationships of e divine
personalities destenated by these nemerons
appellations. Because of this cancepiuad poverty
assoctated with so much ideational confision, [
have been dirvecred to formulate this introductory
sfctement in expianation of the meamings which
should be attached to certain word svimbols ax
they may be hereinafter used in those papers
which the Orvanton corps of trith revealers have
been authorized to translare inte the English
tanguage of Urantia, It is exceedingly difficil o
present enlarped concepes and advanced trum,
FFE OpF eRdeaver o exarnd cosmie coRSeionsRess
and enfance spivitual perception, when we are
restricted fo the use of a circumseribed lanprage
af the reatm.” [The Uranta Boak, 1935)

Mote that among the stated goals of this author of
the Forward, a superuniverse Divine Counselor, are
o “present enlarged concepts™ and fo “expand cosmic
consciousness.”” These cosmological goals are important
w the main revelatory goal of presenting “advanced
truth” and “enhancing spiritual perception.” “But our
mandate admonishes us 1o make every effort to convey
our meanings by using the word symbaols of the English
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tongue. We have been mstructed to introduce new lerms
only when the concept to be portrayed finds noterminology
in English which can be emploved to convey such anew

concept partially or even with more or less distortion of

mearing.”

Mote, that when the concept 1o be presented had not
found an adequate humaen expression the author was
“instructed” to introduce new terms in order o describe
the mandated spiritual truths. This was an authorization
to provide some cosmological instruction.

“In formudating the suceeeding presentations
having ro do with the portraval of the characier
af the Universal Farher and the noture of fix
Paradise asyociates, together with an attempred
descriprion ofthe perfect central universe and ihe
encivcling seven superuniversey,.. " (Forward,
Acknowledgment, q 1, lina 1)

MNote that the author is mandated o “attempl” a
description of the perfect centrul universe and the
encircling seven superuniverses.

“We are to be puided by e mandate of the
siperuniverse ridders which divects e we shall,
il cier efforts o reveal frith and co-erdingte
exsential Enowledse, pive preference o the
highest existing human concepts periaining fo e
subects to be prevented. We may resort i pure
revelation only when the concept af presentarion
has Tad no adeguate previows expression by the
fmian mind.” (F 1, fine 7)

So, the author may “resort” o pure revelation when
the “concept of presentation™ has no adeguale human
expression.  So not just early 20M century science was
allowed. Some more advanced conceprs were supposed
to be presented, because they were deemed necessary
to explain the spiritual truths (o be revealed. These
more adequate descriptions in the Urantia Book of such
advanced scientific concepts must be fairly accurate or
else the Urantia Book is not what it purports to he,

“Successive planetary revelations ofdivine truth
invariably embrace the highestexisting concepis
af spiriteal values as a part of the new and
enhanced co-ordination of planetary knowled pe.
Accordingly, in making mese presentalions
crdroeet Crod ared s wniverse associates, we hiave
selected as the basis of these papers mare than
ane fhousand fiuman concepls representing the
highest and mostadvanced planeiary knowledpe
af spivitieal values and universe meanings,
Wherein these uman concepts, assembled fram
the God-knowing morials of the past and ihe

prresent, are inadeqguare to poriray the e as we
are directed to reveal 1t, we will unfiesitaringly
supplement e, for this purpese drawing
upen our awh stperior knowledpe of the reality
and divinity af the Poradise Defiies and their
franscendent residential universe” (T 2)

So, again, to portray the truth as directed, the
Revelators “unhesitatingly” supplemented inadequate
human concepts with superhumanly derived ones. IF
we were supposed to be wld a spiritual truth, that would
allow being told some essential cosmology, preferably
but not necessarily humanly expressed, as a basis Tor
understanding that truth. This is why certain scctions
of The Urantia Book seem to discuss [ar advanced
cosmology. They were necessary for an adequate grasp
of the spiritual truth being revealed.

"W are fllly cognizant of the difficulties of our
dassipwment; we recoghize the fmpossibility of
feelly transiating the langeage af the conceprs
of divinity and etermity inta the svmbols of the
tangiage of the finite concepts of the mortal
mind. Bt we know that therve dwells within the
fueenicer meeed a1 frapment of God, and thar there
sofeurns wirth e fuenan sond the Spivit of Truth;
and we further know that these spirtl forces
conspire to enable material man (o proasp the
reclity of spivitual valwes and o comprefend
e philosophy of wniverse meanings, Bur even
mere cerfaindy we Enow ot these spivity of the
Divine Presence are able to qssist mumn i the
spivitual appropriation of all fruth contriburory
to the enhancenent of the ever-progressing
reality of personal religlous experience—God-
CiEnsCmesResy, (8 2

{ fmadired by an Crvonton Dhivine Counselorn, Chief
of the Corps of Superiniverse Personalilies
assigned to portray en Urantia the truth
cotcering the Paradise Deities and the iniverse
af wriverses, [ )

MNole here again that the authors were mandated o
present both the Paradise Deitics and the universe of
universes. And this is the statement of an Orvonton Divine
Counselor, the head of the superuniverse Revelators of
the Urantia Papers. So the divine counselor’s statement
must serve o clarifly what will scem to be a somewhar
less refined statement by a Nebadon Melchizedek.

“Partial. incomplete, and evolving infelfects
wiabel be frefpless in the musteraniverse, waopiled be
unalde to form the fivst rational thought pattern,
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were [t not for the innate ability of all mind,
high or low, to formr a uriverse frome in which
ter theind., [fmind cannat futhom conclusions, if it
cannal penefrale to frie origing, then will such
mirad furilinglv postilare conclusions and invent
origing that it may kave ameans of logical theught
within the frenme afthese mind-created postlates.
And while such universe frames for creature
thegi are indispensable torattonal infellectial
aperaifons, hevare, wishonl excepiion, erronemes
toa greater or lexser degree,

Concepinal frames of the universe are only
relatively true; they are serviceable scaffolding
which must eventuaily give way before the
expansions of enlarging cosmic comprehension.
The understandings of truth, beauty, and
goadness, morality, etfics, duty, love, divirity,
arigin, existence, purpose, destiny, ime, space,
even Deity, are only relatively tre.”

“In order 1o facilitate mortal comprehension
of the untverse of universes, the diverse levels
af cosmic reality have been desipnared as finite,
absonite, and absolure (115; sec 1, § 1-3)

Note again the intermediate goal of The Urantia Book
o facilitate mortal comprehension of the universe of
uitiverses and levels of reality,

“The absolute cosmos is conceptually withous
IJ'.lrrr'r:!-:J-:.":'_.i'.irlfrimm'nmrrm:!.lr:rfrm’q.l"n'rr'.!-,!J.I'I'Hrm'
reality is to place qualifications upon infinity and
i attenuale the pure concept of eternily. The
tedea of the bnfinite-crernal, the eternal-infinite, is
ungualified in extent and absolute in fact, There
ix me langurage in the past, present, or future of
Uraniia adegueale o express e reality afinfinily
ar the infinfty of realicy. Man, a finite creature
i an infinite cosmes, must content himself with
distorted refections and aitenuated conceptions
af that limitess, boundless, never-heginning,
never-ending existence the comprehension of
which s really beyond his abdlite” (115 sec
=
Solonpuage is always somewhal inadequate toexpress
etecnal ceality.

“Mind can never hope lo prasp the concept af
an Absolute withowr attempting first to break
the anity of such a realite. Mind is unifving of
all divergencies, but in the very absence of such
divergencies, mind finds no basis upen which to
attempt i formulate understanding concepts.”
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(185 mee 3, W)

Mind frames are necessary to think but always falsify
reality to i lesser or greates degree. Infinity is beyond the
complete grasp of the human mind, But such limitations
of human understanding have already been adequately
discussad under “Urentiz Fundamentalism,”

Instruction in Cosmology —Trouble for the
Future

We now come to the section most often quoted
when authors exageerate the limitations of Revelation.
It was weitten by a local universe Melchizedek, before
a superuniverse Divine Counselor wrote the much more
delicately balanced statements of the Forward, which
therefore must qualify this Melchizedek’s words and
statements, as the Forward itsell declares about all of
the subsequent Papers.

I will also point out how this Melchizedek’s whole
statermnent must be taken inlo account o consistently
interpret his words and expressions in various individual
paragraphs thatare often quoted without adeguate regard
to their context.

“Because vour world 15 genendlly ighoranr of
ariging, even of physical origing, it has appeared
fov e wise frowm time totime to provide instreection
in cosmology, And always has this made trouble
for the funre,” (104: secd, §1)

Note: the author admits they are again providing
“instructionincosmaology,” but that this makes trouble for
the future, Heimmediately informs us of the scientific fact
that we are generally scientifically ignorant of physical
origing, Paradise for instance. So here he is piving vs
this informaticn about physical origing before we leamn
af i on our cwn,

“The laws of revelation hamper us greatly by
their proscription af the impartation of unearied
ar premature knowledge” (101 secd, 71)

What is unearned or premature knowledpe? He doesn’t
really define i It will become clear that a lot of new
cosrmic information {revelation) was apparently neither
unearned nor premature.

“Any cosmelopy presented as a part of revealed
reffefon is destined fo be mgrown in a very
short time, Accordingly, funere studenis of such
a revelation are tfempied to discard any element
af genuine religious tewth irmay contain because
they discover errors on the face of the

associated cosmologies therein presented. {101
sec L F1)




A Coveful Examinartion,, cony,

Here, "in a very shornt time™ is a fuzzy erm whose
definition must come by comparison with other time
penods mentioned which give contextual meaning o
“in o very short time.” Notice therefore that the very
next sentence refers to “future students™ suggesting at
least students who are not contemporaries of present
day students of the Book, So “a very short time"” could
easily be longer than a lifetime. or twa.

“Muanikind should wndersiand thar we who
participate in the revelation of truth are very
rigerousty limited by the instructions of our
superiors, We are not at liberty 1o anticipate
the seientific discoveries af a thousand years."

(101 sec 4, ¥2)

[roes he mean anticipate “most” “some” or “all” of
the future discoveries in the next 1000 years? It must
nat be “all”™ beciuse then there would be no instruction
in cosmoelogy at all. He does not offer any distinctions
in this sentence,

"Revelators must act in accordance with the insirrc-
tions which form a part of the revelation mandate, We
see nooway of overcoming B difficuloy, either now or at
any futre ime, We full well kinow that, while the historic
Jacts and religious truths af this sevies of revelatary pre-
sentations will siand on the records of the ages to come,
within a few shart years many of our statements regerd-
ing the plvsical sciences will stand in need of revision
inconseguence afadditional scientific developments and
new aiscoveries. (101 sec d, §2)

Mote first that he refers to “many,” but not “all” of their
scientific statements. Next, concemning these “many"”
statements regarding the physical sciences, note that the
expression “within a few short years" is a fuzzy period
of ime. And of course one year is really no shorter than
the next. 50 "a few short years™ can only be adequately
interpreted in the context of, and in comparison with,
the other time period mentioned. Here that contrasting
period is “ages to come,” which is thousands of years! So
a “tew short years” could easily be 100 or 200 years or
more, allowing time for a programmed slow instruction
in cosmology 1o take place. New students and scientific
developments don’t happen in “a few short vears” if
“lew™ means less than 10 years. This process must take
many decudes just 10 be noticeable unless and until some
spectacular corroborated predictions occur that attract
many maore scientists o The Cranda Book.

“These new developiments we even ow foreses,
but we are forbidden 1o include such humandy

tndiscovered facts in the revelatory records.”

(Hil: sec 4, 92}

Sa, this Nebadon Melchizedek can foresee some of our
scientific discoveries in the next L0 vears, which will
make some of their present statements about the physical
sciences need revision. Iean imagine that some time in
the next 1000 vears we will finally start to conceive time
as the moving image of a fixed Paradise center, and space
asamoving image, a fleeting shadow of Paradise realities.
That will make many of the scientific or cosmological
stalements need revision into the new Paradise center
framework. Bul even then there will be spirtual truths
in The Livansia Book no less valuable than today.

“Let it be made clear that revelations are not
necessarily inspired. The cosmology of these
revelations is not inspired, It is limited by our
permission for the co-ondination and soring of
present-day knowledge, While divine or spiritial
insight is a gift, human wisdom must evolve,”
(101 sec 4, §2)

By “inspired” is meant that the words are regarded as
coming from God or from the Spirit and so may become
fetishes like the canons of some religious organizations
are thought to be absolute or infallible. That would
be trouble for the future, So while the revelations are
sometimes inspired, the associated cosmology is never
“inspired” because it is limited by the use of human

Fean tmagine that some time b the next 1000
years we will finally start ta conceive time as the
maoving image of a fived Paracdise center, and space
as ameving image, a fleeting shadow of Paradise
realities. That will make many of the scientific
ar cosmological stafemenis need revizion into the
new Paradise center framework, But even then
there will be spiritual trushs in The Urantia Boak
e less valiable than today,

knowledge whenever possible.

This is often taken as the end of this quotation, but}
important statements that further qualify the ones just’
quoted follow it shortly, |

“Truth is always a revelation: awtorevelation
wWhen it emerges as a result of the work af the
indwelling Acjusier; epachal revelation whenitis
presented by the funciion of some other celessial |
AESRCY, Frong, or nersonaling”

“dn the lasi analysis, religion is 1o be judged by
irs frafes, according to the wnanner and the extent I
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L wiieh 0 exhiibite Trs owst Bitierent and divine
excellence” (T see 4, §3-4)

Now this Melchizedek [urther qualifies his previous
statements about the limitations of revelation by first
eluborating on the meaning of “inspired,” allowing that
truth can be “relatively inspired™ even though revelation
is always spiritual:

“Trutlmeay be tut refatively inspived, even thouph
revelation is invariabiy a spirine phetonenon.
Wihile statementy with reference to cosmology are
sever uspived, suclt eevelations are of immense
valie i that they ar least sransiently clarify
knowiedge by

1. The reducrion af confiesion by the authoritasive
elttination of error” (102 secd, §3)

A0 statements of cosmology, while not “inspired.”
are still “of immense value,” by reducing confusion
and transiently clarifying cosmological knowledge.
Compared to the spiritual ruths that will be of record
n the “ages to come”, thousands upon thousands of
years, these statements of cosmology will need revision
in a relatively few years, (100-200) say. While these
statements may be “ransiently™ clarifying, they still
are supposed Lo be “authoritative”™ for a relatively short
period of time compared to the ages during which the
writings will be of record. Again, “transiently” is a fuzzy
period of time that can be interpreted only by the context
in which it is found. Compared to ages to come, even a
fesy humdred vears s “transient,”

=2 The co-ordination of known or about-to-be-
knenwn facts and ohrervations,”

Observations such as that the universe is flat and that
hundreds of millions of whirling star systems existin outer
space were unknown by our scientists in 1955, but now
they have discovered the flatness and they know ghout a
“areat wall” of galaxies.

*3, The restoration of importanl bits of lose
knowledge conceming epochal transactions in
Hhe distant pase”

Other fucts of historical significance, such as the

whereabouts of firit garden of Eden, were once known

by human beings, but lost. This lost knowledge alone is
of immense scientific value.

“A, The supplving of information wiich will
Sl in visal missing gaps in otherwise earned
knowledge,”

Soinstead of waiting [orus to find these vital “'missing
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gaps™ and fill them in ourselves, the Revelators were
permitted, and sometimes even instructed, o Gl them in
for us, thereby greatly speeding up the rate of evolutionary
progress. These gaps in our knowledge were not
considered unearned or premature knowledge for s,

“5, Presenting cosmic dara in sich o monner a5
fo (iluninale the spivitual teachings confained
i e aocompanyinge revelafion,”

So cosmic data is presented albeit with the purpose of
illuminating the spiritual teachings,

In summary then. the Melchizedek who says many
of The Urantia Book's scientific and cosmological
statements will need revision in "a few short vears”
or “'in a very shor time” also says that statements of
cosmology, while not “inspired”, are still “of immense
value" by reducing confusion and transiently clarifying
cosmological knowledge. Compared to the spiritual truths
that will be of record in the “pges to come™ —thousands

Compared to the spiritual traths thar will be
af record in the “ages fo come" —thousands of
years— “many " starenents of cossmology will need
revision in a relatively few vears. That could be
100-200 vears. While cosmology statements may
e “transiently” clarifving, they still are supposed
to be “authoritative” during o relatively short
period of tme compared to the ages during which
the writings will be of record.

of vears— “many” statements of cosmology will need
revision ina relatively few years, That could be 100-200
years, While cosmology stalements may be “transienty”™
clarifying, they still are supposed o be “suthoritative”
during a relatively short period of Gme compared 1o the
ages during which the writings will be of record. But
since few conternporary scientists have had theirconfusion
reduced by the perspective of The Urantia Book, and
since contemporery science does not yet recognize any
authoritative elimination of error represented by the
cosmoelogy of The Urinila Book, this stated value of The
Urarrtia Beok must still be mostly an unrealized potential,
Hardly any professional cosmologists take it seriously,
or they're hiding the fact if they do.
Examples of Cosmic Instruction from the
Urantia Book

“Twill, however, endeavor 1o lessen conceptual
confusion by shggesting the advisability of
adopting the following classificarion for cosmic
Sforce, emergent energy, and universe power—
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A Carefiel Examination,, cont,
physical energy: " (42 sec 2, 9 2)

S0 the author of Paper 42, a Mighty Messenger
writing at the request of Gabricl, is “lessening conceptual
confusion” and redefining words used by physicists 1o
describe the scientific universe. Can he possibly do that
withearly 20" century science, as some have characterized
the science in The Uraniia Book?

“The quantity of enerey taken in or Fiven auf
when electronic or other positions are shifted is
always a “guantum” or some multiple thereof
but the vibratory or wavelike befwvior af such
units of energy is whelly derermined by the
dimensions afthe material siructures concerned.
Such wavelibe energy ripples are 860 times the
diameters of the wltimatons, elecirons, aioms, or
other units thus performing. The ever-ending
confusion attending the observation of the wave
mechanics af quarntum behavior (s due 1o the
superimpasition of enerpy weves: Two crests can
combine fo make o doielhle-heipht crest, while a
crest and a trowgh may combine, thus producing
mutual cancellaiion” ({42 sec 4, § 14)

So the author of Paper 42 claims to tell us why
there is such “never ending” confusion concerning the
interpretation of quantum wave mechanics. In face he
states here and elsewhere the scientific position that
particles have diameters and that the waves are 860 times
in wavelength as those diameters. In effect The Urantia
Bralk states that the particles are not the waves that they
make. This is still an open question in contemporary
quantum mechanics and a minority position too, but it
appears o be gaining support.

The Urantia Book's account implies that the
waves are reactions of the whole universe 1o
local evenis. The Urantia Book poeson elsewheare
(862 sec 2, §3) ro describe these unknown forces
saving that owr sclentisis are slow 1o realize
thar “reactions of evstence appear between
acts aned their consequences.”  Contemporary
sctence recagnizesno such “rehiverse reqetions of
existence " telocal events regarding suchnotions
as “spaaky detion at a distance."

The Urantia Book's account implies that the waves
are reactions of the whole universe to local events, The
Urantia Book poes on elsewhere (86; sec 2,93 to describe
these unknown forces saying that our scientists are slow
to realize that “reactions of existence appear between
acts end their consequences” Contemporary science

1E

recognizes no such “universe reactions of existence” to
Iocal events regarding such notions as “spooky action
at a distance.”

“Science may be physical, but the mind of the
triitfi-discerning scientistis at once supermarerial.
Muatter knows not trth, neither can it love
mercy nor delight in spivital reqlitles. Moral
convictions based on spirital enlighienment
and rocted in liuman experience are just as real
and certain gas mathenaticnl dedictions hased
on physical observarions, but on another and
fiigher level,” (195: sec 6, §i12)

Here the Mighty Messenger informs us of the
supermaterial level associated with human mind, 2 higher
moral level that is still just as mathematical as physics.

Next we hear from Jesus, according to The Urantia
Book, about space and time. If these are not accurate then
The Urantia Book must be a fravd; if they are accurate,
then The Urantia Roak must contain immensely valuahle
science, that will tempt some present and future students
toclaim that the cosmology is from Gad (inspired) and so
therefore practically infallible and absolute. That would
be trouble for the future. That will be the time 1o point
oul the disclaimers.

“There are seven differens conceptions of space
as it iy conditioned by time, Space iy measired
by rime, not time by space. The confusion of the
scientist grows owr of failure to recopnize the
reality af space, Space isnotmerely anintellectual
conceprofthe variation in relatedness afuniverse
objects. Space is not empty, and the only thing
sta ks wiilch can even partially transcend
space is ming. Mind can function independently
af the cancept of the space-relatedness af material
chiects, Space is relatively and compararively
finite to all beings of creature status. The nearer
consciotstess approaches the awareness of seven
COSMIC dimensions, the maore does the concept of
potential space approach ultimacy, But the space
potential is teuly wltimate only on the absolute
fevel." (130: sec 7, T6)

St here the The Urantia Boek identifies the confusion
and failure of our scientists to accept pure space as a
reality, and non-empty. Have scientists vet discovered
this? Justa few. And acconding to the midwayer authors,
Jesus asserted that only mind can partially transcend space
rclatedness in human knowledge, This is still ahead of
contemporary science,

“There is innate inmatier and present in universal
Sfice a form of enerev naf khown on Drantica.
rs.
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When this discovery is finally made, then will
physicisty feel that they have solved, almost ar
feast, he mvstery of matter” (42 zec !, ¥ 3)

Sohere the Mighty Messenger writing for Gabriel,
head of all created personalities in the local universe
including all Melchizadeks, claims that a type of energy
will “finally™ be discovered on Urantia, This could be the
wave energy of quantum mechanics. In any case, clearly
along delay is suggested before this seientific discovery
15 “finally” made, “And so will they have approached one
step nearer the Creator; 50 will they have mastered one
mare phase of the divine technique; but in no sense will
they have found God, neither will they have established
the existence of matter or the operation of natural laws
apart from the cosmic technigue of Paradise and the
maotivating purpose of the Universal Father™

Sa physicists will learn the “cosmic technique

So phvsicists will learm the “cosmic rechnigue
of Paradise.” What technigue? They dont vet
evelt Fecopiize the existence of a Paradise center,
let alone irts technique, Bul that may be coming
soon with discoveries of quannan entanglemeant
atd Capocky dotion ab o distance.”

of Paradise” What technique? They don’t yer even
recognize the existence of a Paradise center, let alone
its techmique. But that may be coming soon with
discoveries of quantum entanglement and “spooky
action at o distance”
"Subsequent to even still preater progress and
further discoveries, after Urantia has advanced
immeasurably in comparison with present
knowledge, though vou showld gain contral of
the energy revolutions of the electrical units of
muatter to the extent of madifving thelr phystcal
numifestations—even after all such poessible
progress, forever will sciensists he powerfess to
create one atom of matler or to originate one flash
af energy or ever to add to matter thal which we
cell 1fe” 742 sec I, ¥4

Above, in line 39, the Mighty Messenger is not talking
about 20" century science, He is talking about science
far into the future after it has advanced “immeasurably
in comparison with present knowledge"” and he even
states fatly (and precisely) that “forever will scientists
b2 powerless” 10 among other things ““add to matter that
which we call life”

Spnng-Surnmer, 2005

These are scientific statements of the impossibility
of such knowledge or ability by human discovery, Here
15 & scientific statement that 15 intended to last for ages,
not a “few short years” or need revision in “a very short
time." Otherwise The Urantia Book s not what it purports
to be, If it makes precise statements, then they must be

accurate, o
In the next paragraph this Mighty Messenger lays ot

the transmutation of primordial space foree through two
stages of Paradise force organizers and power directors
to the atomic stage of energy, The Urnia Book author
is therefore talking about energy stages about which
aur scientists are not at all presenty aware. But their
revelation must have been considered essential for an
adequate revelation of Paradise, where Jesus said he had

once lived with his Father and our Father.

iy indesd aifficult o find swdlable words
in the English language wherely o designate
and wherewith fo describe the various levelys of
Jarce and energy—plivsical, mindal, or spiritual,
These navratives cannat altogether follow vour
accepted definitions of force, enerpy, and power:
There Issuch pancity of lanewage thafwe must jise
these termy in multiple meaninpgs, In this paper,
for example, the word energy is used to denoie
all pliases and formys of phenomenal mation,
action, and potentiol. while force is applied o
the pregravity, and power lo the postgravity,
stages of energv” (4225002, § 1)

The Mighty Messenger is obviously trying to explain
energy evolution well beyond our present concepts and
words.

(Look for the conclusion in the next issue of
the fourmal, )

Phil Calabrese is a professional mathematician
armd a reader of The Livantia Book since 1970,
Maore biographical information will be inclwded
at the conclusion of this paper in the next issue
af the Jowrmal.
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*Astrobiology: The Origins of Life
and the Death of Darwinism™'
by Rhawn Joseph

A review of this book published in Amupeon.com states:
“This amazing book mav be the most important book
written in the last 1.000 years.™ “If Joseph's theory is
correct, then he is the greatest thinker of all time—which
also makes him the most dangerous man of all time, as
least from the perspective of the scientific establishment."
[f all this scems an exaggeration to draw our attention, it
i5 @l the very least an extroordinary book, with extraor-
dinary implications. 1T hall the claims the book makes
are in fact borpe ol by research. i will surely be seen
as a watershed in the history of science, especially that
of evalutioniry theory,

Fhawn Josephmay not be ahousehold word, buthe iz a
writer and researcher with a long pedigree of accomplish-
ments, He has done extensive rescarch in neuroscience
and written a widely used textbook in the area. During
the 1970"s he challenged the prevailing notion that the
brain was just o “black box™ that had nothing to do with
cognition, His theory of the sexual differentation of the
brain, a radical and much maligned theory at the time,
is now accepted as mainsiream, It also helped lead to
understanding the differentintion of functions of the “left
brain vs. rightbrain.” His research on the *“newroplasticity™
led to w new understanding of the profound effects of the
environment on leaming, memory, and perception.

I el the claims the ook makes are in fact
Borie ont by research, it will sirely be seen a3
awatershed in the history of seience, espacially
et el eveluifonary eor.

Joseph'sresearch alsoled himincreasingly into the arca
of genetics. He became convinced that the environment
acts on gene selection, and that the transfer of acquired
and precoded traits is a factor of evolution, thus calling
into guestion the Darwinian or neo-Darwinist's theory
that random mutation accounts for the development of
diverse life forms in all its variety, and thus, "the onigin
of species.”

Further rescarch led him to develop the theory of
“evolutionary Metamophosis” Among the basic lenets
of this theory is: "only DNA begets DINAT and “only
DNA hegets life” He considers the iden that DNA arose
spontaneously in an organic soup shsurd. “A single
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macromolecule of DNA i85 0 incredibly complex, the
notion that it wias randomly assembled in an orpanic soup
is the equivalent of discovering a computer on Jupiter
and then arguing that it was spewed out of the Methane
zea” [p. 19)

The genctic instructions for all life, he believes, were
present in these earliest life forms. He hecame increas-
ingly comvinced that evolution hoas “unfolded in accor-
diance with specific DNA-based instruction which had
been inherited from the first creatures to appear on this
planet....” (p. 8) “The genctic instructions and the ge-
netic material for creation of the human genome existed
aprion.” (p. 18) DMA containing the instructions for life
were thus present in the earliest life forms on earth, such
as bacteria, and must have come [rom a source much
older than the eart.

He became moreasinply convirced thar eviln-
fion has “unfolded in accordance with specific
DNA-based instruction which had been infrer-
ited from the first creatures to appear on His
Planer. . (e &) “The penetic instrictions and
fe penetic miaterial for creation of the fiiovan
genome existed aprior.” {p. I8 LONA confaining
e fnstruciions for e were thas present in the
eartiest life forms on earth, stch as bacteria,
and st have come from a source el older
thae the sarth.

A reluted busie tenst 15 that built into this DNA are
the instructions o interact with, and engineer, the larger
environment of the orpanism. Responding 1o the envi-
ronment, previously Usilent” genes (introns), switch on
and produce the needed sequence of transforming events
that lead from a hostile and sterle environment, such as
existed on cur early planet, to one that is life nertaring,
with an oxygen rich atmosphere. When its task is done,
these genes switch off, and other genes (including genes
within genes) then trigger the next stage of necessary de-
velopment, whichin turn give expression to the step wise
unfolding of increasingly complex life forms, ultimately
leading 1o human life,

“Contrary o Darwinism.. the evidence now clearly
indicates, the evolotion of life has been genetically pre-
determined and precoded, has unfolded in accordance
with specific genetic plans and DMNA-based instruction,
and has been striving {and sl striving) woward [ulfill-
ing specific genetic goals: the dispersal and activation
of silent DINA and the replication of life forms that long
ago lived on other worlds” (p. 19)
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“Life has not evalved randomly, but in & step-wisc,
progressive, highly predictoble. molecular-clock like
fashion” (p. 6) “There is nothing randomly variable
shaut DNA or its expression or variability, except, perhaps
in the regard to those “mutations” that result in disease
and death.” (p. 153) “Mutation is always a pathological
process.” (p. 301)

Quoting research from the Human Genome Project:
*...the many processes in genome evolution have shown
that de novo generation of building blocks—single penes
or gene segments coding for profein domains— seems
to be rare,” (p 1543 . highly cxpressed genes” and
clusters of interacting renss, ‘cannol be expleined by
random variation.”” {p. 154) In other words, new genes
are not produced randomly or by chance, they are under
precise regulatory control,

“Life has wot evolved randondy, b i oa
step-wise, progressive, highly predictable,
molecular-clock like fashion” (p. 6] “There
is pothing rondomiy variable abowt DNA or
fis exprresston or varialility, except, perhaps in
the regard to those “murarions™ that resulr in
disease anddeath.” {p. 153) " Mutation iy alweays
a pefhelogical process."” [p, 301)

Such research prompted Gene Myers, chief computer
scientist at the headquarters of the Celera Genomics (the
company that competed with the government coalition
1o sequence the entire human genomea) to state that the
architecture of DNA is so incredibly complex, “1t's like
it was designed.” When a reporter asked him if he was
implying a designer, an intelligence, something mone
than the foruitous bumping wgether of chemical in
the primordial slime, Myers replied, “There’s a huge
intelligence there. 1 don't sec that as being unscientific,
Others may, but not me.” (p. 18, orginally in “Science
and Mature,” Feh,, 2001.)

If the ability of DMNA (0 engineer the environment
and the unfolding of life and various species in a pre-
coded and a carefully regulated process seems difficult
enougl to beligve, there's a related and equally amazing
conclusion that researchers are drawing, It relates to the
role of DNA in producing lyvmphocytes (entibodies, or
killer cells, as part of the immune sysiem’s response o
foreign bodies): “As originally proposed by Macfarlane
Burnet, and which has since been confirmed; the genetic
instruction for producing every possible lymphocyte ex-
i515 apriori; that is without prior exposure to the antigens
which require their production. They exist prior to the
diseases which make them necessary” (p. 301)
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[n other words, the orranism does nol wait until ex-
posure to puthogens are matched by rendom mutations
which give them a beneficial advantage, namely survival.
Rather, the antizens to avery possible disease the organ-
ism will ever face, at least in the natural world, is already
preprogrammed into the DNAL (I've stated natural world,
because lkow this applies o synthetic chemicals producad
by modem societes 15 not addressed. )

I this isn't controversial enough, early on in his book
he seeks to illustrate his other than carthly origins for life
thecry by appearing o adopl the equally controversial
writings of Zacharia Sitchen, Sitchen goes beyend the
bounds of the pioneering work of Samuel Noeh Kramer
in translating and interpreting ancienl Sumerian exis,
and has collected and collated a massive amount of data
from ancient tablets, tablets The Lrantia Book savs have
lomg been resting on the dusty shelves of many muscums,
Those familiar with Sitchen’s work will recognmze the
parallels, at times remarkable, between the stories that
emerge from these texts and the history of the emergence
of civilization given in The Urantiac Boek. OF course,
threra is an enomnous amount of matecial 2w his works mm
menticned in The Urantie Book, and it often differs in
significant ways, While Sitchen allows some room for
interpretation, be appears o treal these stores as literal
history that have been handed down largely intact over
the millennia without being corrupted and shaped by the
pre-scientific, myth building tendencies of early peoples.
MNevertheless, anincreasing numberof people, like Joseph,
who see the possibility or necessity of the source of lile
coming from outside our own planct, accept his wntings
as having o historical foundation.

However, using the work of Sitchen can hardly add o
the appeal of his basic thesis for mainsiream scientists,
although it’s something he doesn’t seem to mind, He
considers many basic theories of mainline science, such
az Darwimizm and the “Big Bang” as “junk science”
anywiy.

Meither Joseph nor Sitchen. however, are the first to
promate the thesis that life on carth was seeded from
beyond. The idea of “punspermin™ was introduced by the
Swedish scientisr, Svante Arrhenius, over 100 vears ago.
Chverthe last 3thyears orso, well known astronomers Fred
Hoyle and Chandra Wickramasinghe have championed
the view that life bearing comets brought living cells to
the earth zome 3.3 billion years ago, and bacteria, larger
cells, and viruses have continued o bomband the earth
ever since?

Interesting, Francis Crick, co-discoverer of the double
helix structure of the DNA molecule, also came to a
similar conclusion: namely, that life was so mirsculows,
so improbable, and so incredibly complex, that it likely

L -




Asrroiialagy,... cant,

came from beyond this world in a process of “directed
panspermia.”

By the time one finishes reading the presentation
and synthesis of smdy after study supporting his (at
first) seemingly unlikely thesis, one’s proverbial juw is
likely resting on the floor, 1f not, the reader is either not
understanding it, or 15 refusing to allow its significance
1oy 506K im.

Amidst the fux and uncertainly that often chaccter-
izes 0 much in science, Darwinism, or neo-Darwinism,
has appeared to be & nearly unshakeable bastion of cer-
tainty, But the number of critics is growing, along with
the evidence that the basic tenet of random mutatons
explains all—dees not, and in fact, explains very little.
IT Joseph is comect, the days of Darwinism are indeed
numbere,

Amidse the flie and wncertainly thar often
charmeterizes so much i selence, Darwinism,
ar weo-Danvinism, has appeared 1o be a nearly
wnshakeable bastion af cerrainty. But the number
ofcrivics is growing, alowge with the evidence that
the basic tenet of random mtations expleains
eell—does oy, and in facs, it exploing very titlie.
IF Joseph is corvect, the days af Darwinism are
indeed numbered,

==

For Urantia Book readers, it will become obvious that
Jaseph's conclusions are very much in line with the book’s
understanding of evolution, an understanding thatupuntil
now has been clearly out of step with current scientific
theary, Evolution, according o The Uraniia Beok, is
neitheraceidental nor random, bat reflects the progressive
unfolding of life, according 1o a predetermined plan, &nd
culminates in intelligent, self-conscious lite:

“The long drawn owi processes af peaples, plon-
ets, and wniverses are wnder: the perfect contral
of the upiverse creators and adminisirators and
unfold in accordance with the eternal purpose of
the universal Farher, proceeding in harmony and
order and in keeping with the all-wise plan of God.”
{The Urantia Boaok, p, 46)

Joseph expressed it this way: “Mor is there anything
random about the evolution of species. and there 15 an
obvious progression from single cell to women and man.
Only nihilists, those who fear the “guiding hand of god.
and those claiming that bacteria and humans hiave an
equal value, would argue otherwise.” (p. 154)

While Joseph doesn’t fear using the idea of God, he

does not posit the necessity of a Creator and seems 1o
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allow that in an almost ageless universe, life— DN A—and
its ability to learn and engineer increasingly imtelligent
life, conld have somehow evolved without direction.
Philosophically, of course, this doss not salve the question
of beginnings and how intelligence and consciousness
could emerge from fundamental matter.,

However, it does add fuel for the long standing de-
bate that has unfortunately become polarized along the
lines of Darwinian “evolution” vs. “intelligent design”
as championed by Creationists. What is largely missing
from the debate is the option of intelligent “evolution by
design,” imy waords) which [ believe The Urantia Book
affirms and the research of Joseph and others support.
I the fundamentalist view of Creationisim segms naive
and dogmatic, the challenge can be made that Darwin-
ism is equally so. In the elosing chapter of their book,
“Cosmic Life-Force,” Hoyle and Wickramasinghe make
the observation: “Any weakening of the carefully erected
Darwinian edifice, it is thought, would open the flood
gates to fundamentalist dogma. The truth must be that
there is a lot that is basically wrong with Darwinism
and a good deal that is in essence, though not in detail,
right with the fundamentalist point of view. Yhatever
the historical circumstances might be, there can be no
justification at all for rejecting outright the concept of
cosmic life and the logic of a creation. The facts clearly
point in this direction™

Although scientific thought and traditions change
slowly, Urantia Book readers may well find in the not too
distant future that its supposedly out of touch science of
evalution is slowly and surely becoming mainstream.

Hoseph, Rhawn, Astrobiology: The Origin of
Life and the Death of Darwinism, San Jose: Uni-
versity Press California, 2000,

*Review published in Amazon.com

Thid.

Fred Hoyle and Chandra Wickmmasinghe,
Cosmic Life-Force, Mew York! Paragon House,
1958,

Mertvn Cox is a retired United Methodist pas-
rar; @ member of the Fr Winne Uraniia Society, and
crrrent editor of the Spivitsal Fellowship Jowrmal,
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ON THE SUPREME:
AN ESSAY
by Mel Quinn

In thirty vears of acquaintance with The Urantia
foak, no part of the revelation has inspired me more
than the papers on the Supreme,

The world-class cosmologist and mathematician,
Stephen Hawking, is known to have said that “we
know how the universe began, but we just don't know
why" Mo better answer to this question can be found
than in The Urantia Beok's papers on the Supreme,

The concept of the Supreme brings an elevating
factor into the processes of time and so implicitly
into the stories of oor lives. It sieves, cleanses and
establishes in a state of forever all the e, good and
beautiful meanings and values of our earth careers,
and artfully links these experiential values with the
grand enterprises of etemnily.

Tir convey the inspiration to be received from the
idea of the Supreme, | offer here my personal interpre-
tations, which may or may not meet the test of a strict
exegesis of the text. Also, | set aside distinctions in the
lext between the Supreme Being, God the Supreme,
and the Almighty Supreme, choosing instead the term
“the Supreme” to represent all of thal—the totality of
that Being who is and is becoming.

The text suggests that the Supreme arises from the
Trinily in recognition that the Father T AM— All tha
Is, the farever and forever all-perfect Absolute—is tan-
tamaount to being in a straight jacket. Absolute-bound,
perfection petrified, prisoner of his own arandeur,
what more can the Father I AM be? What might he
yet desire? What might he yet become?

This beeakour of tfee T Am from the symmenry
of pure and absolute existence is conjectired by
science fo be the “bang" of our beginning,: more
fo traeth, it is an echo of mighty purpose, the suree
af Infinite Potential into finite condition to develop
e expressions of itself

Tobe more than the TAM is, the Absolute of Reality
must break from the svmmetry of pure and absolute
perfection and inaugurate o becoming that is not per-
mane 1 his Absolute Being.

The unbinding of the Absolute from absolute con-
dition occurs when he decides to transfer something
of his infinite potential from infinite to finite, from &
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state of pure and perfect being 1o 3 state of unperfected
experiential becoming.

This breakout of the [ Am from the symmetry of
pure and absolute existence is conjectured by science
to be the “bang™ of our beginning; more to truth, it
15 an echo of mighty purpose, the surge of Infinite
Potential into finite condition to develop new expres-
sions of itself,

S0, in God's plan comes the finite. This wondrous
hut not perfect place is framed by time and space Lo
be the causeway of God's own passage from Being 1o
Being's Becoming,

The Father [ Am loves his finite becaming, desires to
be part of, one with all experiencing subjects (you and
Ih of this becoming. His indwelling us is for this,

Infinite Perfection chooses to exist in the soul-
temples of ourindividual human likenesses because itis
precisely at this near-animal rung of personal existence
that 1 AM wkes up again the greatest journey ever un-
dertuken in the greatest story ever tld: the coming into
being of the Will of the ages, the emergence into glory
of the Supreme, the Mighty God of Experience.

We trail the clouds of glory of the Supreme in
this development. More significantly, we continue
it. The stored treasires of owr souls, the meanings
and values of our lives, are delivered into the are
af the Supreme as 1t rises aver the world and into
e bevord,

Great love is enacting this, and great aim, For
the Supreme, God's becoming, in union with finite
existents is the all-glorious, otherwise not possible,
supreme completion of Original T AM—the  “how"
or the “maore™ of his being, the rising thunderhead of
God’s eternity,

Evidence of the Supreme’s time development is
writien across the annals of cosmic and (errestrial his-
tory: first, the cosmic forces, then the elements, then a
quibble of chemical mass, a blob of protoplasm, then
development through the phyla of the organic—worm,
insect, fish, frog: then the jump to hairy primate, becom-
ing erect, looking like us, hairless, and adomed with
features more refined and manners more civil, growing
in grace until ready for holding court with angels,

We trail the clouds of glory of the Supreme in this
development, More significantly, we continue it. The
stored treasures of our souls, the meanings and values
of our lives, are delivered into the arc of the Supreme
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O the Supreme... cont.
as i1 ises over the world and into the beyond.

All people in all evolving universes of all creation
sojourn with us in this supreme adventure of time and
experience. “Heroes of a thousand (other) laces” join
us in the becoming of the God of Experience. A vision
of joy comes to view when the revelation sugpests that
all things and beings of love-laden (deathless) value
mount together into endless glory in the interconnect-
ing halls of the Supremacy of Being. j

In this grand precession we hold a trailing but
important place. The revelation reports that agencies
on high envy we “carbon units™ who taste the entire
spectrum of evolutionary creation from the pulsings of
first particles, to electrochemical stirrings, to flights
of Spirit,

In this grand precession we hold a trailing but
imporant place. The revelation reports that agen-
cies on fiph e we  “carbown units ™ who taste
the entire spectrum af evolutionary creation from
e pulsings of first particles, fo electrofchemical
stirrings. to flights of Spirit.

While this time-ticking, moment by moment, show-
ing and passing on of Being’s becoming is planned to
be ovderly in growth, it suffers turbulence and rendings
of its progress in the stormy fallen-ness of free will
human afTairs, as here on earth,

Yel the revelation tells us we can handle disruptions
in creation's plan. Father endowed, Christ accompa-
nied, Spirit inspired, angel attended, we are indeed will

equipped lo prove the primacy of Spirit and o build the
sinews of the Supreme even amid trying difficulty.

The Supreme grows as our souls grow. The tendrils
of its spirit extend from the works of our hands, the
choices of our lives. At this level of creation, our
caring is the Supreme's substance and function, Our
loving thoughts, words and deeds bring its healing
creativity to the world.

Clearly, God has made us his complements and
partners in the evolution of the Supreme. In factitis the
secret of the ages and the "“why" of our existence that
the Father T AM finds His own Supreme identity in the
beings of His creation who experience becoming,

This is why the Father sends personality-bare frag-
mients of himselfto indwell us and seek tobe the persons
we are, By the leading of this Presence, a desting of
fused creator/creature existence in the glories of the
Supreme i5 ours to choose, Indeed, the most inspiring
idea in The Urantia Book's revelation of the Supreme
15 that God has already chosen his children of the
evolving universes to be the "maore” ol his being, the
further completion of himself. What better answer is
there to the “why" of our being here?

Mel Cheinn is a long time reader of The Urangia
Baook and a member of the Forr Wavne Society
sty group.
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