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The Spiritual Fellowship of Students of The Urantia Book

A Spiritual Leadership Network Interested in The Urantia Book as a Resource in Living,
Creative Service, Teaching, Preaching, and Writing.

Guiding Network Principles

I, We believe Tie Urantia Bosk can make a significant contribution to the stimulation of
spiritual creativity in churches, synagogues, and other religious institutions and their people,
2. Webelievethatatthe present stage of spinitual development itis wise for ministers, priests,
and rabhis o use The Uraniia Book as a resource for preaching and teaching rather than
referring to the book itself of directing attention o it Almost every concept in The Urantia
Haok can be associated with some theologian, philosopher, or scientist in the past or present.

3. e believe that, although one should not be secretive about interest in The Urantia Book,

one should wse discretion in recommending it to people. The light of enhanced truth can
frighten and blind as well as guide and illuminate.

4. W believe Tihe Urantia Book's claim to a revelatory source and status is not germane 1o
its usefulness in the presentation of spintual truth. “Treth has an inherent appeal, regardless of
its source, and can be used to enrich one’s preaching, teaching, and living,

5. We believe the Spnt of God works among us in a differential and evolutionary manner;
therefore, we recogmize that for whatever reason some clergy may not wish to read and
cribcally evalvate The Urantia Book, This diversity should in no way stand as a barrier to our
mutual respect, fellowship, and love.

6. We believe the leavening process of ereativity stimulated by The Urantia Book should be
ecumenical in nature.

7. We believe The Lirantia Book will eventually be recognized by the great majority of the
world's religious leaders as one of the most constructive spiritual messages our world has
received since Jesus' ministry on earth.

Metwork Recommendations

. Kead the entire Urantia Book to get ils sweeping universe view of reality. Many of us
started reading the book at Part IV, The Life and Teachings of Jesus. If vou should like to get
aquick overall view of the book you might read “The Gift of Revelation,” a twenty-two page
summary of the basic facts and truths of The Urantia Book,

2 Havethe Concordex of The Uraniia Book available to helpin researching topics on which
vou are preaching or teaching,

3. Use the Pargmorry, which is a parallel and harmony of the Bible and The Uranria Boek to
locate Lrantia Book material on the Biblical text you are using in sermon preparation,

[
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An Age of Transition .......

T homas G Gillespie, president of Princeton Theological Seminary, tells
sraduating seminarians not (o be surpnsed if the church resists i
spiritual vision, for the church today is an poculturated mstitetion in necd
of reformation.
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Paul 11 Sherry, president of the United Church of Christ, points out that
onrchurches ind curculture stand in need of spiritual revival. The Uranria
Book presents an enlarged view of spiritual reality that will someday
bring a spiritual renaissance to our world,

Confirming and Enlarging the Biblical Message v, Maneerac)

Marti 1. Steussy. Old Testament professor at Christian Thealogical
Seminary,acknowledzes that there are many Biblical passagesin need of
further thought and ¢larification. The Uranng Book is a seminal source
of zuch clarification.
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Experiential evidence points 1o the foct that the family of God is a
vizorous and substantial human reality, not just a theoretical ideal.
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Hook has the potential to revitalize theology and bring about & new
reformuation in the Christian Churclh,
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superhuman help appears to alter the outcome of natural s
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Editorials

An Age of Transition
Owrsecularculture has been vanously labeled as ' the post-
Chnistian age.” "the postmodermage,” “the age of suspicion,”

and “the camival age” where everyone is trying to lure you |

into their sideshow, but no one attraction has a privileged
position and everything is relativized. Ttis a world very much
like the Greco-Homan civilization into which the apostles of
Jesus went with their gospel message. Churs is an era that is
lacking solid philosophical-religious foundations, a world
that views all truth-claims as matters of opinicn, and moral
conviclions as personal preferences.

v, Thomas G, Gillespie, presidentof Princeton Theclogical
serminary, inhis farewell remarks wthe class of 15996, wold the
graduates, “Do not look to the culture for support of your
views or your visions. Do not be surprised if even the church
resists your witness and is indifferent o your testimony, for
the church todayisanaceultumted institution.”™ Unfortunately,
even within the leadership of traditional religious institutions
there is a paucity of creative searching for enlarged truth.

Our world 15 clearly experiencing an age of transition, We
are being prepared for a new spintusl paradigm—the Fifth
Epochal Revelation. Beligious leaders are not only confused
and depressed aboutthe future, with many experiencing *bum
out,” but they are particulardy alraid o senously examine
anything that purpons to be pew revelation. YWe have shared
information about The Drantia ook with thousands of
mannline ministers with little response, positive or negative,
They conscrously or unconsciously (and emoneously) assume
it will undermine the authenticity of their faith and mission.

[t may take generations for this new vision of spintual
reality to gain recognition by religious leaders, and centuries
for it to transform culture throughout the world. But the
creative minonty among us, both inside and outside of religious
institutions, are now discovering this enlarged presentation of
truth to humankind and are the pioneers of the new Ape of
Faith evalving in the wings of history.

| The Princeton Seminary Bulletin, Vol. 17, No 3, p. 282
-Wry

Confirming and Enlarging the Biblical Message
The Urantia Book purports o be the Fifth Epochal

Revelation, Such a claim is awdacious and raises serdous |

doubls for people with critical minds. Those of us who feel
threatened by such revelatory claims (and a 2000 page book
with strange terminology and authorship) quickly brush it
aside as another crackpot mmvention. Many of the curious

|

among us, however, have decided to give this claim entical
examination.

The basic test of new revelation is a threefold check: (1)
Does it harmonize and resonate with our highest personal
experience and reasoning; (2) does it confirm and build on the
best of previous revelation; and, (3) do people with balanced
and critical minds confirm your own evaluation? Among the
thousandsof people whohave seriously examined The Uranitia
Baok, there is virtually unanimous agreement that this unique
book passes all of the criteria for testing new revelation with
flying colors, Studentsof the Bible are particularly grateful for
the enlarged information of The Urantia Book that confirms
and brings greater authenticity 1o the hasic truths of the Bible.

The December, 1996issue of The Disciple carmies ananicle
entitled, “When the Bible Upsets Us," by Dr. Marti ], Steussy,
01d Testament professor at Chrstian Theological Seminary.
Dir. Steussy rejects any notion of divine dictation regarding the
Bible, and acknowledges that there are many disturbing
passages that need further clarification and thought. Readers
of The Urantia Bookwill find many of these disturbing passages
clanfied and enhanced along with expanded spinitual insights,
and the entire context of the Bible illuminated by an inspiring
picture of the spiritual cosmos.

The companion relationship between the Bible and
The Urantia Boak is even more closely integrated than
is the companion relationship between the Old
Testament and the New Testament,

The companion relationship between the Bible and The
Lfrantia Bock is even more closely imegrated than is the

| companicn relationship between the Old Testament and the

Wew Testament. Just as the New Testament enhances
appreciation of the Old Testament, so The Unantia Book
increases one's understanding and appreciation of the entire
Bible.

-Mrs

A Call to Revival

Dr. Faul H. Sherry, president of the United Church of
Christ, in his Pastoral Lemer of October, 1996 says, “As we
prepare for a new century, we must confess that there is a
cynicism and weariness in ourselves and in others. We need
o be revived. Our churches need to be renewed. We need,
onceagain, o receive the powerof the Holy Spint that we may
be jovful witnesses to the crucified and nsen Chnst in our
communities and to the ends of the earth.™

Indeed, our entire cultere needs a revival, The philosophers
of history for the last half century have been documenting the
deterioration of Western Civilization. The spintual stimulus
released by the renaissance and the reformation has ran its
course. Durculture is in critical need of a relevant and cogent
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vision of reality—a new Age of the Spint. I believe the only
adequate source of spiritual renewal for our jaded civilization
and equally depleted Christian Church is a fresh revelatory
breakthrough that will establish an enlarged spintual paradigm
which speaks to our day and age.

As impossible as it may seem 1o present day religious
leaders, this new and enlarged vision of spintual reality has
been given to us in The Liraniia Book. Thousands of people
with entical and halanced minds have heralded its amival.
How Long will it be before the leaders of the church ™ discover”
this redemnptive revelation of which they are so deeply in
newed? IF we take our clue from history, it will be some time.
Religious leaders of the old dispensations are among the last
to recognize & new vision of reality. The pricsts
charactenstically stone the prophets, and their descendants
marvel at how long it took their forbears to recognize the
enlarged presentation of truth.

The supermortal authorsof The Urartia Bookare well aware
of our human difficulties in recognizing a new spiritual
paradigm:

The titne is ripe 1o wilness e
figurative resurrection of the human
Jesus from lis burial tomb amidst
the thealogical traditions and the
religions dagmas of nineteen
centuries. Jesus of Nazareth miist
not be longer sacrificed 1o even the
splendid concepi of the glorified
Christ. What a iranscendent service
if Hrough this revelation, the Son of
Man should be recovered from the
tomb of traditional theology and be
presented as the living Jesus 1o the
chirch that bears his name, and to
all ether religions! (p. 2090)

Chrisiianity has indeed done a great
service for this world, bur wihat is
now maost needed is Jesus., The
world needs to see Jesus living again
on eartlt in the experience of spirit-
barn mortals whe effectively reveal
the Master 1o all men. It is futile 1o
tall abont a revival af primitive
Christianity; you must go forward
Srone where you find vourselves,
Modern culinre must become
spiritually baptized with a new
revelation of Jesus” life and
illiminared with a new
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understanding of his gospel of
eternal salvation. And when Jesus
becomes this lifted up, he will draw
all men to himself. Jesus' disciples
should be more than congquerors,
even averflowing sources of
inspiration and enhanced living o
all men. Religion is only an exalted
humanism until it is made divine by
the discovery of the reality aof the
presence of God in personal
experience. (p. 2084)

Bui paganized and socialized
Christianity stands in need of new
contact with the uncompromised
teachings of Jesus; it languishes for
lack of a new vision of the Master's
life on eartl. A new and fuller
revelation of the religion of Jesus is
destined fo conguer an empire of
materialistic secularism and to
everthrow a world sway of
mechanistic naturalism. Urantia is
now guivering on the very brink of
one of its most amazing and
enthralling epochs of social
readjustment, moral guickening, and
spiritual enlightenment. (p. 2082)

Religion does need new leaders,
spiritual men and women who will
dare to depend solely on Jesus and
hix incomparable teachings. If
Christianity persisis in neglecting iis
spiritual mission while it continies
1o busy itself with secial and
material problems, the spiritual
rénaissance must awall the coming
af these new leachers of Jesus’
religion who will be exclusively
devoted to the spiritual regeneration
af men. And then will these spirii-
born souls quickly supply the
leadership and inspiration requisite
for the social, moral, economic, and
political reorganization af the world.
(p. 2082)

-MIS




Interface: |
| When Time is Not of the Fssence

As I've grownolder, my view of history has chan ged — not
just my understanding, but my sense of what is truly ofd and
ancient and whatis recent. Asa young child Dtended to view
anything longer than the present day as a lomg time past or a
long time into the future, Gradually, my view of things
lengihened, but it tended to settle in on my peneration, my
lifetime, asthe measure of all things significant. Cnly in more
recent years has it grown much beyond that. T now COMINess
history into larger chucks, where events of a thousand oreven
ten thousamd vears ago seem not that far away.

I occasionally pause to remind myself of this lon EEC VICW
af things when I consider the impact of The Urantia Book. 1
believe the typical scenario of a Urantia Book reader is
something like this: We discover the book—often after a
period of great skeplicism and reticence o even explore it—
bt we"discover” it; we reach the time when the heart pounds
with excitement, the limitations and boundaries of old views
and paradigms begin to fall, and a vew world of itelligence
and grace and meaning so Mloods our lives that we are
overcome with gratitude and joy.

We discover the book—ofien afier a period of areal
skepticisi and reticence 1o even explore ir—but we
“discover” if; we reach the time when the heart pomds
will excitement, the limifations and boundaries of enlel
views artd paradignis begin o fall, and a new world af
intelfigence and grace and neanitg so floods our lives
Ml we are overcome with gratittide and e

The impulse o share it becomes paramount in our lives,
Thisinconceivably good news hasto be shared. Buthow? We
quickly leamn the difficulty of shanng it with others, and find
their initial skepticism and fear greater than was our own, We
long for ways o encourage them to just give ita try; but most
return it with a look of polite puzzlement, On the one hand we
understand their initial reaction; on the other hand we are
amazed that o few have the courage and spiritual insight to
recognize the truth of it,

Discouragement and frustration scts in. We may largely
withdraw the effort, or at least become mare cautious and
selective in our efforts to share it. It is difficult not to wonder
and speculate: How long, how long? When will the world
Finally come to embrace its insights and throwgh it encounter
the hving presence and promises of Jesus of Nazareth?

Some may fall into millenialist thinking, trying to te
celestial events to man-made time tables, and look to our
calendars for signs of coming events. This, | believe. is when

6

—| | weneed to pause and consider the longer view of things. Time

is not of the essence here, Eternity is the measure of time, not
the other way around. * A thousand vears is as a watch in the
night..."” applies here as well.

Thercisanapocryphal storyrelated tothe The Urantia Book
that I think is both interesting and helpful. According to the
story, those responsible for initiating the process that led to
The Urantia Book iitially petitioned higher authorities to
begin this project around the end of the twelfth century,
feeling the time was right for such an upstepin knowled e and
understanding. Tt was denied. The time was not fight, Only
after B0 more years was penmission given, [n retrospect, we
can see how many things needed to take place, especially the
scientific and technological revolution, before we were ready
for such a revelation. Those involved with receiving the
papers were told that even then (the 1930-1950%s), it was
primarily for generations still to come.

We don't know how many generations will come and go
before The Lirantia Book is widely read and received as a
revelation to our planet. We don’t need to. Combining our
impulsetoshare with patience and wisdom, we can be assured
that while “The act is ours, the consequences [are] God s,
(p 1286)

Just as early Christians were impatient to see “the
end of the world" and all things filfilled in their
fifetime, sowe wani io see results on a global seale on
the immediate fuman horizon, We need the viewpoint
of eternity in which io place our own time.

I'm convinced that someday people will look back with
sadness and amazement at how few people in this gencration
wereableorwilling toreceive the insights of The Urantia Book.
But they may also wonder at the impatience of those who
receivedtherevelation. Tustasearly Christians were impatient
to see “the end of the world"” and all things fulfilled in their
lifetime, s0 we want to see results on a global scale on the
immediate human horizon. We need the viewpointof eternity
in which to place our cwn time.

Above all, we should never cease to give thanks that this
revelation is here now, ours to know and celebrate and share.

—Merivn Cax

The true church—the Jesus brotherhood—is
invisible, spintual, and is characterized by wniry, not
necessarily by wniformiry.... And this brotherhood is
destined to become a fving organis in contrast to an
institutionalized social organization. Itmay well utilize
such social organizations, but it must not be supplanted

by them. (LL.B,, p. 2085)
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Thoughts on the

Brotherhood of Man
William M. Kelly

In & world whese most changeless fact may be the fact of
change, we are confronted with the task of reevaluating the
relevance of the truths espouscd by former generations. This
15 necessary because every generation is confronted by new
discoveriesind new personal and social expenences. Histone
spiritual values undergo fresh interpretation and application
with the passage of time. Chie of these traditional values that
i5 being challenged today is the concept of the *Brotherhood
of han.™

For some peaple this phrase is unacceptable because it is
couched in sexist language, It reflects a long history of male
chauvinism and must be rephrased in nomsexist language
before its value can be considered Others reject itasa concept
of hopelessly outmoded idealism on a planet that is torn by
clhnic wars, racial struggles, economic injustices,
environmental destruction, and human stupidity. Itis a vision
that has been tricd and found wanting and has been relegated
tothe lowly status of an impossihle ideal rather than a vigorons
and substantial human reality.

1 will not address the feminist agenda in this essay, not
because | disagree with their position or find favlt with their
complaint, but because T wish 1o transcend the limitations of
sexisl language to get o the essential affirmation of the
onginal concept, that there 1sa family reality to humanity. Can
this concepl be defended and its implications realized?

I will mot address the feminist agenda in this essay,
net because [ disagree with their position or_find fault
with their complaint, but because Twish 1o franscend
tfe finiitations of sexist fonguape to gel fo the exsential
affirmation of the original comcept, that there is a
Seneily reality to fumanity.

Robert Blye in his book, The Sibling Society, reaches the
conclusion that human societies world-wide are becoming
devoid of the vertical dimension of authonty which used to
reside i the traditional patriarchal family. Fathers have
disappeared from their lamilies in alarming numbers, either
because of out of wedlock pregnancies or in divorce and
desertion. The result, he sys, is a society of siblings without
fathers or mothers and without a sense of authonty that the
intact family contnbuted, not only to its own members, but to
the otherinstitutions of society aswell, Weare siblings, but we
are really not brothers and sisters because we have no father,
and sometimes no mother. This siblinghood does notestablish
a basiz forthe brotherhood of man or the sisterhood of woman.

Spring, 1997

The main reason the brotherhood of man has not been an
inspirational ideal in our seeular culture, | believe, is thatitis
associated with the scientific species classification of homo
sapiens. Such a naturalistic, biclogical, or cultural view of
humankind lacks a familial connotation and fails to
communicate sufficient commonality among the diverse
peoples of the world to inspire the concept and behavior of
brotherhood Theideaand atmosphere of brotherhood requires
a sense of family.

Human fratemity comes most easily in blood families, less
easily in the enlarged family, tribes, and nations. A sense of
brotherhoad 15 indigenous to the nuclear family structure of
parents and children. But human brotherhood based on blood
ties among all human beings is too abstract an idea for most
people to feel a natural identity. Racial, cultural, ethnic, class,
and gender differences seem to belie any senous notion of
being of “one blood” when gazing upon the myriad vanations
of humanity. When looking at people through the lens of these
differences it simply is mot true that “all men are created
equal.” Nor does it seem logical that all peoples are
fundamentally related bevond the “dead level” of species
1dentification.

When looking at people through the lens of these
differences it simply is not true that “all men are
created equal. ™ Nor does if seem logical that all peoples
are fundamentally related beyond the “dead level” of
species identification.

Since brotherhood or sisterhood is a family term it requires
parenthocd to make it & reality relationship. If 1 am your
brotherorif you are my sister, we musthave atleast one parent
in common. Ciherwise the lerm s meaningless, at least as
long as we remain at the biological, ethnie, or socio-cultural
level in our thinking. This is why such an understanding can
only be an idealistic abstraction at best, and the reason why it
has not succeeded in revolutionizing humanity’s interactions,

But what if there really is a “brotherhood sisterhood™ of
humanity, not just an ideal but a fact! On what basis could this
assertion be made? As all of the religions of the world testify,
this is based on the spiritual commonality of origin, nature,
and destiny.

Our origine are not only biological but include the special
gift of personality bestowed by God. Our perscmalitics are
unigue but kave a common divine origin. This gives us a
personality dignity dernved from the Source af all personalities.

| Thisoriginofl personality establishesa fratemity of personalitics

and is our initial human commonality,

Our nature is both human and divine, that 1s, we are natural
animals with minds endowed with a Fragment of Divinity.
We not only have a common spinitual Parent in our biological
creation, but this Parent has made us spiritual children through

7




.the Bratherhood af Man, cont.

the hestowal of the Divine Spirit. We are all members of the
family of God. And because we have s common Farent, we are
sisters amd brothers,

This understanding of the universal brotherhood of man is
consistent with theteachings of Jesusof Nazareth, Ittranscends
any “chosen people” attitude that we find in many world
religions. We are all children of the same benevolent Creator
which establishes our true spintual equality despite the many
differences due to our material heredity and environment.

Finally, a common destiny awaits all humanity, based on
the purposes of God. Individually, if we choose, we can meet
our Spint Parent upon completion of the grand adventure of
the ascension career which 15 open 1o all who will undertake
it. To know God and to be like God is the goal of our entire
existence, This intriguing adventure has only barely begun in
this mortal life. Its enthralling (ulfillment is consummated in
clermity.

The authors of The Urantic Book assure us there 15 also a
commondestiny forinhabited planets, Thisclimaxing destiny
iz termed a state of “Life and Light” that 1= somewhat
analogous to the concepts of Utopia projected by visionaries
throughout the world. Many people are becoming comvinced
thatwe are in the beginning stages of a spintual awakening on
this planet, even in the face of an overall decline in traditional
religious institutions and a deterioration of morality in
sociely. There is a general recognition that our world is in the
midst of & major transitional period in our history. A sense of
cosmic citizenship 18 emerging in many people’s minds that
transcends the boundanesof traditional religion. Indeed, there
i5 4 perceplion among many scientists and others that we are
not the only inhabited planet in the universe and that this is not
“accidental,”

There is a gemeral recognition that our world is in
the muidst of a major fransitional period in our history,
A sense of cosmic cifizenship (s energing in many
peaple's mminds that franscends the boundaries of
raditional religion.

The secular skeptics among us say, “Well, all this talk
about a spantual renaissance sounds great, but we need o be
realistic. How do we know this is not just another visionary
pipe dream? Where 15 the evidence for such a conclusion™

Look around you at what 15 happening in the world —not
just the focus of the media, which is usually negative, but the
overall picture. Seldom in history have we expenienced an era
with greater spintual hunger than our generation. Take a look
al the historical perspective presented by the awthors of The
Urantia Book . This marvelous vision of spintual reality is
being discovered by tens of thousands of searching people on

air wirld.

But paganized and socialized Chnstianily stands in
necd of new contact with the uncompromised teachings of
Jesus; it languishes for lack of a new visionof the Master's
life on earth. A new and fuller revelation of the religion of
Jesus is destined to copquer an empire of matenalistic
secularismand tooverthrow a world sway of mechanistic
naturalism. Urantia [our world] is now quivering on the
very brink of one of its most amazing and enthralling
epochs of social readjustment, moral quickening, and
spiritual enlightenment. (LB, p. 2082)

But most of all look within, Listen to vour beart, the
intuitions of vour soul. Take time to meditute and listen to the
indwelling Sparit of God, Remember that Elijah didn’t hear
the voice of God in the thunder or the fire, in the impressive
sounds of the cutside arena. He heard the still small voice™
within guiding him. So can we find this guidance of the
indwelling Spinit of God.

If we could see our fellow human beings beyond their
surface appearances and intuit them as persons like ourselves
whoare partners with the indwelling Spint of God, instead of
merely clever animals or variously annoying individuals in
our daily experience, we would have a start in understanding
and living in the context of the brotherhood of man.

Vern B. Gonmsley pat it this way:

All human kind are one vast family
this world our home.
We sleep beneath one roof
the starry sky.
We warm ourselves before one hearth
the blazing sun.
Upon one floor of soil we stand
and breath one air
and drink one waler
and walk the night
beneath one luminescenl moon.
The children of one God we are
and hrothers of one blood
and members of one worldwide
Family of God.

I believe the Fanily of Godis a fact, not just anideal, L also
have experienced the amazing difference it makes when [
view another person as truly my spinitual sibling. My brother,
my sister—I invite you to join me in this perception!

Willicn M. Kelly Is a school psycholog st and former
Presbyterian minister who resides in Pocatello, Idahe.
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The Urantia Book
and Spiritual Renewal

My Spiritual Pilgrimage

Jean Barr

I was raised in the Church of Christ, my father was a
minister, and until 1 was in my Torties, T did not realize how
many fears ofganized religion contributes to the lives of its
adherents. | had all of those associated withorthedox theology,
plus some that most cerizinly came from my environmentand
expenence. Fortunately, T had long before decided that T could
talk to Geod just as well as the preacher could, and [ discussed
these fears with Him on a regular basis. TTelt that He heard me
most of the time and T did feel that | had answers at times.

The first-H vears of my life were lived in the shadow of the
Bible and its teachings. 1 was extremely well versed in its
contents, as | was my father’s assistantin the early vears of my
life, translating from the original text and finding strange
dizcrepancies that did not make sense. Forinstance, the word
“messiah’” really means  perfected or enlightened or the ideal
form of humanity,” yet it was translated as “anodnted.”

The word “repent” (metanoia) has also been mistranslated
and misunderstood causing a distortion of Jesus' teachings,
suggesting simply feeling sorry for our sins, whereas it really
means 1o go beyond or to go higher than.” I began 1o realize
that we could achieve high spiritual goals in our lives here but
1 could nat find any clear steps, nor could I find anyone who
could help me to do this. And so [ discovered that the Bible,
in essence, presents the story of Jesus' enlightenment, but it
s been largely ignored for nearly 2000 vears in favor of
control and vanous attenuated, misdirected objectives,

Thegan (o realize that we conld achieve high spirinel
goals in ot lives fere but I oowld mot find any clear
steps, nor cowld [ find anvene who could help me to do
this. And 5o [ discovered thar the Bible, in essence,
presenis the siory of Jesus' enlightenment, but it has
been largely ignored for nearly 20000 years in favor of
contrel and various attenualed, misdirecied objectives,

In the back of my mind, I held to the hope that someday 1
would find a clear, defined way toachieve the “trnscendence
of sell” that [ knew existed, but ] lost sight of this goal during
the child-raising years. Over time my children married, and
since | had divorced, 1 found mysell painfully alone for the
farst ime in my life, | began to search the churches of Dallas
for something more than | had been exposed to and found that
everyone was searching for something. However, they either
were nod finding it, or were finding & comfon zone and,
Spring, 1997

whatever the zone was, not moving one way or another
regardless of the things occurring around them.

[ could not stay in the “comfon zone” that others had made
forthemselves, Thad toknow more and find wavstoexperience
God. I made an imevocable commitment to my Heavenly
Father in 1573, and thus began the joumey that led me toThe
Urantia Book. During the next four years, | began toexperience
things that I still cannot explain. But | knew that I was headed
in the right direction because each tum in the path was
followed by confirmation in some manner that “this was the
way,"” Even so, it was very difficult for me to be open to
anything other than organized religion.

Frustrated, | praved and pleaded with God to teach me
maore and show me how to be closerto Him. When all seemed
closed, one Sunday afternoon, feeling adnft, I expenenced
what I now know to be illumination. That event forever
changed my life, And from that ime forward, with the helpof
ateacherwhoalsocame intomy life that same day, I found the
truth revealed in The Uraniia Book,

I prayed and pleaded with Ged to teach me more
and show me how fo be closer fo Him. When al
seened closed, one Sunday afternoon, feeling adrifi, [
experienced wihat f now know to be illumination.

AtfirstTwasveryskeptical, but the truth literally resounded
within me and I felt an excitation =1 knew that even if [ could
not understand all of it initially that I would persevere until 1
reached for every drop of truth available.

I am now an ordained minister and teacher, The storvof all
of my poumney 15 too long totell, buteach stepwas ™ presented”
o me, not forced by me, Day by day | expenenced validation
of this enlarged truth, and I knew I was headed in the nght
direction. Miracles of life, changes that seemed to me
impossible, happenings that coold not happen. all began like
a march to a goal.

| had found the way to achieve “Self Transcendence”™ or
*Cosmic Consciousness.” And I did achieveit! Every stepof
the way I had help, and T worked diligently to learn the things
necessary toaccomplishthisas fastas] could. Then, five years
later, I was asked to teach this wonderful book by my first
student and [ began to teach.

I was determined to find ways (o make it casier for others
to understand this method of growth and, wath guidance, now
have a syslem that works. T have thirty students that are
working to become teachers, and three of these have achieved
Self Transcendence or Cosmic Consciousness. The majority
of the rest are very close, These three now have their own
students and we are moving forward.

Let me give vou an example one of the many occumences
that announces o us that this enlarged vision of sparitual
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My Spiritua! Pilgrinage, cont.

realityis true. Some four or five yearsago, oneof my business
associates died of a heart attack at the young age of 45. 1 met
his family atthe funeral; and his wife, twodaughters, and a son
later became my students, [ was not able o go to their home
in 5t. Louis often, but when [ did the young son (around 14)
would lie on the floor and histen. He grew up and went ofl 1o
college, and a couple of weeks ago, while still in college, he
and his girl friend began a discussion on religion.

He tried to explain his beliefs and she backed ofl, being
thoroughly srounded in the Bapest faith, and vet as the
discussion continued she began to see that there was no real
conflict— just an enlargement and correction of concepts she
knew and accepted. From pastexpenience she knew him o be
a young man of integrity and strength, and as they talked he
showed her materials that I had provided. Finally, when she
appeared to be open-minded, he showed her The Urantia Book.

She got up and started to go down the hall fora minute, and
turning said, T am so confused, but [ can see that there is not
much difference in our concepts, T just wish I knew what to
believe!”

At that moment, she said with alamm, “You're fuzzy —1
cannot see vou cleardy, now yvou are full of brilliant light—
what is happening?” He was also experiencing the identical
expericnce while looking at her! They were both radiating
brilliant light and with tears streaming down both faces, they
expenenced identical feelings ol being permeated byincredible
Towe!

1 have no explanation for this, cther than that the Spint of
Truth literally manifested itself to them in this manner, but
they both felt that it was conflirmation of the truth of the
Revelation. These happenings are occuming all over the world
as sincere individuals look for greater truth and ways to find
happiness and peace, Many of my students experience things
similar to this.

Most peaple have no tdea how many fears they fave
and fow pach the fear influences thewr Realth, family,
waork, and all relationships—in other words, their life!

Most people have no idea how many fears they have and
how much the fear influences their health, family, work, and
all relationships—in other words, their life! If humanity
arderstood that ego is the cutward manifestation of fear and
insecurity and creates the majority of the problems of wday
either directly or indirectly, then we would see vast
improvement in all relationships and the wodd in general. As
vet this has not happened, and if we are to succeed in
eliminating drugs, violence and associaled viees, then we
must face upto this and modify cur fears into positives which
will resultin stable, consistent, balanced individuals who can
and will change the word!
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These changescan only be implemented by the individual,
fot the church, not government, not organizations, but cach
individual becoming aware of the incredible goals available
that can be achieved now, not just in the hereafter! Humanity
as a whale has nospintual goals for today —and really not for
the future. Puerile visions of flying on a cloud with a harp, or
equally unrealistic views of the spiritual cosmos, do not
appeal tothe intelli gent person. Searching people throughout
the world are hungering for the inspiring vision of infinite
reality found in The Urantia Book.

Humanity as a whole has no spiritual goals for
today—and really not for the fiture. Puerile visions of
fying on a cloud with a harp, or equally unrealistic
views of the spiritual cosmos, do not appeal o the
intelligent person. Searching people throughout the
warld are hungering for the inspiring vision of infinite
reality found in The Urantia Beok.

The Urantia Book says that “Goals rather than creeds
should unify religionists” (p. 1091) and that is what [ and my
students teach —the goal of Cosmic Consciousness or Sell
Transcendence. It teanscends all religious doctrines and
dogmas, Any religion that is based on a belief in God must
agree that we are supposed to make this a better world, and
usiless the individual changes dramatically, the world will not
change for the better.

“Nineteen hundred yearsago, unleamed Galileans surveyed
Tesus giving his life as a spiritual contribution to man’s inner
expericnce and then went out and tumed the whole Roman
Empire upside down.” (U, B. p. 2077) Weare not “unleamed
Galileans:” therefore we must teach the world the goals that
are attainahle here—in this liferine — not just a vague “hope
of heaven,” We must inspire humankind with: {1} the reality
of Self Transcendence or Cosmic Consciousness, (2) the
reality of life without fear and a closer relationship with God,
and (31 the actuality of the modification of any person whois
willing tochange their habit patterns and transform their fears
into the positive reactions of living faith. And this discipline
alone, inspired by the indwelling Spirit of God, will produce
the happiness engendered by the brotherhood of man and the
Fatherhood of God on this planet!

Jaan Barr, in addition to having a successfid business
career. is now q mimister, lecturer, and feacher af
Urantia Book concepts. She is jounder and president
af The Michaels Foundation, fne.
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The Religion of Jesus

A Personal Discovery of the Jesusonian Faith
Bruce R Jackson

Druring my last semester at a major evangelical seminary [
was [orced by the church establishment 1o make a frm
decision regarding the public staternent of my faith. This was
a truly difficult task as my decision was to have serious
consequences on my ministerial career and the public
expression of my faith. T was forced to seriously rethink my
understanding of the basic tenants of the Christian faith in the
light of my personal experience, my Christian training, and a
basic reading of The Urantia Book.

My Initial Experience with The Urantic Book

Some four years before entering the seminary [ had come
m contactwith The Urantia Book. Atthe time I was convinced
that itwasanimpartant revelatory document sent tothis planet
by Jesus Christ through the efforts of many diverse beings as
15 clearly indicated in “The Titles of the Papers.” Though I
believed that my hasic convictions were not in conflict with
theteachings of the church, Irecopnized that The Llrantia Book
would be slow to find acceptance in mainline Christianity.

My initial relationship with The Uramia Book prior to
entering the seminary was rather brief. I read it only once and
would seldom reread passages. [ estimate that T initially read
only about two-thinds of the book, and [ skipped around the
text as [ felt led by the Spirit. One of the most interesting
phenomena that T experienced in my initial reading of the
book wasthat once [ had read a passage [ seldom would forget
it That remains true to this day.

As the result of my experience with the church and
The Uraniia Book | have concluded that the church is
in dire need of a second reformarion. Addiionally,
oefieve that the boak significantly adds o the wisdom
emd spivitual visien of Christianity and other world

While in the seminary [ did not actively read or study The
Urarnitia Bocok and was totally immersed in the Christian faith
and teachings. Only in the last of my five vears as a doctoral
student at the semivary did I develop a catalogue of
inconsistencies between the Christian faith and the religion of
Jesusasrepresented by The Urantia Beok, Inthat final semester
Lidentified four significant areas of patential conflict between
the public faith practice of Christianity and the faith outlined
1o Tt Urantia Book: a first century vs, & twenty-first century
cosmology, formalized religion vs. personal religious
expenence, the promise of ctemal life vs. the realities of
eternal living, and the interpretation of the meaning of the
cIoss in relation 1o sin.

As the result of my experience with the church and The
Lirantia Book [have concluded that the church is in dire need
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of a second reformation. Additionally, I believe that the book
significantly adds 1o the wisdom and spiritual vision of
Christianity and other world religions. Though there are
profound differences between the Christian religion and the
religion of Jesus as represented by The Urantia Book, Tam
convinced that Chnstianity is fully capable of leaming from
The Urantia Book and incorporating its teachings intoits 215t
Century theology.

Some day & reformation in the Christian church may
strike deepenoughto get hackio the unadulterated religions
teachings of Jesus, theauthorand finisher of our faith. You
may preachareligion abont Jesus, but, perforce, you mast
five the religion of Jesus. In the enthusiasm of Pentecost,
Peter umintentionally inangurated a new religion, the
religion of the risen and glorified Christ. The Apostle Paul
later on transformed this new gospel into Christianily, a
religionembodying his cwn theclogic views and portraying
his own personal experience with the Jesus of the Damascis
rowd. The gospel of the kingdomis founded on the personal
religious experience of Jesus of Galilee; Chrstianity is
founded almost exclusively on the personal religious
experience of the Apostle Paul. Almost the whole of the
Mew Testament 15 devoled, not to the portrayal of the
significant and inspinng religions life of Jesus, bot toa
discussionof Pauls religions expenence and toa portrayal
of his personal religious convictions.. The New Testament
is & superb Chnstian document, but it is only meagerly
Jesusonian, (L. B. p. 2091)
Largelyasthe result of this quotation and one ather passage

{p-2084), Thaveadopted thetitle " Jesusonian " as the descrplive
title for the public expression of my personal faith and beliefs.
Thoughitisdangeroustoadopttitles for the public expression
of the religion of Jesus because such titles somewhat falsely
imply the existence of institutions, dogma, worship practice,
and other evolutionary rationalizations of a living religious
expenence, [ have found it necessary in order to differentiate
between the public ramifications of the religion of Jesus and
the established practices of the traditional church.

Cosmology

Thavefoundthat the firstcentury cosmology of Christianity
has serions cultural and personal mmifications, and is in need
of revision in the light of the teachings of The Urannia Beok.
The Christian cosmology transmits a first century
understanding of the cosmos which projects a flat earth
between a dual universe of heaven and hell, Itis a cosmology
that haslong been outdated, and is very difficult fora member
of the “Star Trek" peneration to accept. Most twenticth
century men and women conceptualize the universe as a
gigantic, complex, and very probably inhabited cosmos,

The Liraniia Booknotonly projectssuch anenlarged material
cosmology, but reveals a parallel spintual cosmology. It
offers Chnstianity the opportunity to develop a better
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Relipion af Jesus, coni.

understanding of how our mortal lives intersect with the
eternil spint beings who are assigned to our watcheare, In
twentieth century Chnstanity itis not popular to believe that
invisible heings influence our personal lives because of the

rolesuch beingsare supposed iohave playedinthedevelopment |

of splintercults, fanaticism, and mysticism. Inthis matenalistic
age, that which cannot be understood through empirical
demonstration orevolutionary {imetested) faithisimmediately
suspect. [t is a great mistake, however, to believe that just
because we are unable to sce angels and other immortal
beings, they do not exist. Their ministry tothe human reces is
extensively recorded in the sacred scriptures of the world
religions, and no doubt their participation in modern life is
more pervasive thanis realized by oursecular culture. Indeed,
our paucity of knowledge and distortion of understanding
reganding spint personalities has cavsed a great deal of
confusion in Chnstian and other world Faiths.

Cme of the mreatest sources of confusion on Urantia
concerming e nature of God srows oot af the failure of
your sacred books clearly io distingmish between the
personalities of the Paradise Trinity and between Paradise
Deity and the Iocal universe creators and administrators.
During the past dispensations of partial nnderstanding,
vour priests and prophets fuled clearly woe differentime
between Planetary Princes, System Sovereigns,
Constellation Fathers, Creator Sons, Superuniverse Rulers,
the Supreme Being, and the Universal Father, Many of the
messagesof subordinate personalities, suchas Life Carriers
andd vanous orders of angels, have beea, in your reconds,
presented as coming from God himsell. (U B, p. 60)

The pervasive influence of orthadaxy has resulted in
a large segment of the Christion Church focusing on
e changeless past rether than facing the conceptual
challenges af spivitual prowri.

The traditional ignorance of the structure and organization
of the universe has spawned some rather unfortunate
consequences. Chnstiamty has often failed to enlarge and
evolve its spiritual concepts because of its bondage todogma,
There has been a tendency to make a fetish out of the Bible as
the only source of revelation, and to worship the text as the
“Holy Word of God.” The pervasive influence of orthodoxy
has resulted in a large segment of the Chnistian Church
locusing on the changeless past rather than facing the
conceplual challenges of spintual growth

Farages theinhahitantsof Uranti have mismwderstood
the providence of God. There is a providence of divine
outworking on vour warld, but it 5 oo the childish,
arbitrary, and matenial ministry many maortals have
concetyed it to be. The providence of God consists in the
imterlockingactivities of the celestial beings and the divine

I-‘T
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spirits who, in &ccordance with cosmic lavy, unceasingly
labor for the onorof God and for the spiritual adyv ancement
of lis universe children.

Cim you not advanee in your concept of God's dealing
with man to that level where you recognize that the
watchword of the universe is progress? (L. B. p. 54)

Many Christians believe that the spiritual challenge of cur
complex contemporary world remains the same as it was in
Bihlical times, The limited cosmology of Christian orthodoxy
tends 1o confirm this stagnate view of history in which the
Holy Bible is seen as the only revelation of God which was
given once and for all time. Any other spiritual vision or
source of revelation is seenas erronecus, heretical, orinspired
by the devil. This narrow view of orthodox theology justifies
their refusal to honestly and seniously examine The Urantia
Book. Even as a Christian, vears ago [ was forced 1o question
this orthodox view as a “sell fulfilling prophecy”™ that
perpetuates a Biblical perspective that may not be based on
historical or universal reality,

The reliance of the Chnstian faith on the Bible as the only
“Word of God" is a serious weakness of the faith that tends to
exclude the wisdom of other cultures and faiths, and scparates
believers from the authentic brotherhood of humanity. [ am
deeply concerned that the Chrstian faith has created for itself
a truly lamentable form of exclusivism and isolation from the
rest of the human race that is wholly out of keeping with the
teachings of fesus Chrst

While your religion 15 a matter of personal experience,
it is most important that vou should be exposed to the
knowledge of avastnumberof other religions experiences
{the diverseinterpretations of otherand diverse mortals) o
the end that yon may prevent vour relimions life from
becoming egocentric—circumscribed, selfish, and
unsocial. (U, B, p. 11300
The Uramtia Book descrnibes God as constantly involved in

history. Fromthe Christian perspective, | had serious difficulty
with the idea of a stagnant (quasi deist) God ministering toan
unchanging (nonevolutionary) people. Any assertion that the
cultural and sparitual challenges of the 20th Century are the
same as those af the first century shows a lack of knowledge
and insight In our Information Age human society has a
markedly different approach to reality and spirituality than the
peoplesof prescientificcivilization. Thereare many evidences
of God s involvement in our times, Forexample, the collapse
of communism is the product of a much greater historical
dynamic than the confrontational political policies of the
United States. It is, in my judgment, one of the greatest
demonstrations of the leadershipof the Most Highs i history.

| The sovereignty of God's overcontrol in history always
| prevails. Armageddon is not “just around the comer.”

The time 15 dawning when the human races are beginning
to recognize that we are all part of the same Kingdom of God
The Spintwal Fellowship Journal




enuncialed by Jesus, Though the reli gious expressions of that
kingdom may take on many indi genoos forms of worship and
interpretations of theclogy, the reality of that etemal kingdom
15 destined to hecome a focal awareness in the consciousness
of all peoples as we live out the central truth of The Urantia
Hagk: inthe Fatherhood of God we must live as brothers and
sisters on our planet.

Cine af the most serfous vweaknesses of Christianity, [
believe, has been the fostering of denominarionalisin,
ecciesiasiicisiy, dogmartism, and the suppression of
creative individiual spiritual experience—all of which
are e resull of insnitianalizaion.

Formalized Religion vs. Personal Religious
Experience

COme of the most serious weaknesses of Christianity, 1
believe, has been the fostenng of denominationalism,
ecclesinsticism, dogmatism, and the suppression of creative
individual spirituel experience —all of which are the result of
institutionalization. The [ractionalization of Christianity has
created senous inconsistencies and ambiguitics in the
presentation of the religion of Jesus Christ, and must be
addressed il Christianinstilutions are o remain a vital spiritual
force i the modern world, What the church needs now is the
uncompramised teachingsof Jesus. Theological interpretations
of his message through histonical criticism are legitimate
approaches for the religious scholar, but society needs to hear

ancw the gospel of Jesus in crder to experience first hand the |
religion of Jesus. '

But as relimon becomes institnticaalized, its power for
goodis curtailed, while the possibilities forevil are sreatly
nutiplied, Thedangers of formalized relisionare: fixation
of beliels and coystallization of seotiments; accumulation
ofvestedinterests withincrease of seculanzation; tendency
to stindardize and fossiliee truth; diversion of religion
from tlie service of God to the service of the chunch;
inclination of leaders 1o become administrators instead of
nunisters; endency formsects and competitivedivisions;
eslablishment of oppressive ecclesiastical authority:
creation of the anstocmatic “chosen-people” attitede;
fostening of false and exaggerated ideas of sacredness; the
rovtinizng of religion and the petrification of worship:
tendency to venerate the past while ignonng present

demands; falure to make up-to-date interpretations of

religioa entanzbement with lusctions of secudarinstitutions;

il creates the evil discrimmation of religions castes; it

becomes an infelerant judge of orlodoky; it fals (o hold

th: interest of adventurous youth and gradually loses the

saving messageof the pospel of etemal salvation. (U B. p.

105

Christianity has suffered the fate of evolutionary religion.
In its attempl o mold religions experience into definable
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forms, Christianity has lost the veryessenceupon which it was
founded and isno longerthe spiritual adventure that soexcited
its first apostles. The Christian faith has become convenient,
lacking in spiriteal challenge, and is slowly dissolving under
its own institutional weight, The Urantia Book indicates that
this was not the case in the beginning.

The early Christiancult was the most effective, appealing
and enduring of any ritwal ever conceived ar devised, ot
much el s value has been destroved in ascientific age by
thedestructicnofl o many of its ori ginal underlyving tencts,
The Chastian cult has been devitalized by the loss of mamy
fundamental ideas.

Inthe past, trsth Ias grown rapidly and expanded freely
when the cult has been elastic, the symbolism expansile.
Abundant truth and an adjustableculthave favored mpidity
of social progression. A meaningless cult vitiates religion
when it attempts to supplant philosophy and to enslave
reasoa; & genuine cult grows, (U, B, p. 955-6)

A recent Time magazine article examined this very issue
and comcluded that the “haby boom” generation no longer
feelsanallegiance toa single denomination, but now employs
a “'super-market approach” to religious experience: dabbling
here and there to find what best fits at the moment. The
concem of many church leaders about the lack of growth in
mainline churches indicates that the spintual message is no
longerreaching the people. The Timearucle, however, did not
recognize the harmful effect of sectananism and dogma,

Sectaranism 1= a disease of mstitutional religion, and
dogmatism is &n enslavement of the spanitual nature. It is
farbetter to have areligion withouwt a church than a church
without a religion. (L. B. p. 1092)

The sad fact is that many mainline churches have become

| little more than exclusive country clubs for the social benefit

of its patrons. This trend can do litle more than offer
congregation members the humanisticcomfortsof anappealing
message, acceptable muosic, entertninment for the kids, and an
atmosphere of community and friendship. Many church
leaders bemoan the factthatwhen spiritually challenged these
same church members will be quick to leave for another
venue. This is the dilemma of the modern materialistic age
where the primary concem is for temporal security rather than
eternal reality. Accordingly, church clergy have elected to
catertothesetemporal needs in emphasizing social action and
parrating the traditional dogma in which the laity have been
conditioned, rather than to challenge them with the larger

| spiritual truths taught in mainline theological seminaries, At

the same time, the power structure of the church largely
ignoresthe religious experience of eamest seckers of truth that
appear to be outside of their theological boundanes. The
Uraniia Book suggests that the church needs o retum o its
spiritual message and foster an atmosphere of creative
spintuality.
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Religion of fesus, cont.,

The visiblechoreh should refuse longerto handicap the
progress of the invisible and spinitual brotherhood of the
kingdom of God And this brotherhood is destined 10
becoinen living organismin contrast toan institntionalized
social organization. It may well wtlize such social
organizations, but il must not be supplanted by them....

And the genmine lovers of truth will be slow ta forget
that this powerful institutionalized church has often dared
to smother newborn Faith and persecute troth bearers who
chanced o appear in unorthodox raiment

It is all oo true that such a church would oot have
survived unless there had been men in the werd who
preferned suchastyle of worship Many spiritually indolent
souls crave an ancient and authoritative religion of ritual
and sacred traditions. Human evolution and spiritual
progress are hardly sufficient to enable all men to dispense
with religions authority. And the invisible brotherhood of
the kingdom may well include these family groups of
vanous social and temperamental classes if they are only
willing to become truly spirit-led sons of God, But in this
brotherhood of Jesws there is no place for sectarian rivalry,
group bitteress, nor assertions of moral superiority and
spirtual infallibslity. (17, B, p. 2083)

The authors of ¥he Urantia Book are quick to point out,
however, “But the Christianity of even the twentieth century
must ned be despised. Itis the product of the combined moral
genius of the God-knowing men of many races during many
ages, and ithas truly been ane of the greatest powers for good
on carth, and therefore no man should lightly regard it
notwithstanding its inherent and acquired defects.” (U, B. p
2085) It is easy to point out the problems of Christianity
resulting from over institutionalization and dogmatic
formalism, butin the Christian faith the seeds of truth are deep
and eternal.

Do ot overlook the value of youns spintual heritage, the
riverof tidh ninning dewn through the centuries, even to
the barren times of a materialistic and secular age. In all
your worthy elforts 1o rid yourselves of the superstitious
creeds of pastages, nuake sure that you hold fast the ctemal
truth. But be patient! when the preseat superstition revolt
isover, thetruths of Jesus' gospel will persist gloriousiy 1o
illuminate a new and better way, (L. B. p. 2082)

We cannot escape the social reality in which we currently
find ourselves, We have a responsibility to the kingdom o
recognize our problemsand todeal withthem. The Information
Age has brought wpon our planet a new consciousness of
abligation and commitment that must result in significant
social change if the human race is 10 survive.

The twentieth century has hrought new problems for
Christianity and all other religions to solve. The higher a
civilization climbs, the more necessitons becomes the duty
to"seek first the realities of heaven” in all of man's efforts
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tostabilize society and facilitate the solution of its material
problems.

Truth often becomes confusing and even misleading
whenitisdismembered, segregated, isolated and too much
amalyzed. Living truth teaches the truth seeker anghit only
when it is embraced in wholeness and as a living sparitual
reality, not as a fact of material science or an inspirtion of
intervening art....

A Iu_r.1.1".ng social system without a moralily predicated
om spinttual realities can no more be maintained than could
the solar system without gravity, (U B. p. 2075)

The Urantia Book makes it clear that there are few
institutions better prepared to lay the spiritual
Jovndations for necessary social changes than the
Christian Chirch. The comtemporary chigrch will have
to make a serious effort io revitalize its spiritual message
if it is o continue fo serve the spiritual kingdom.

The Uranfia Book makes it clear that there are few
institutions better prepared tolay the spiritual foundations for
necessary social changes than the Chrstian Church. The
contemporary church will have to make a sericus effort to
revitalize 18 spintual message if it is to continue o serve the
spiritual kingdom.

Chnstianity has indeed done a great service for this
world, but what is now mast needed is Jesus. The wardd
needs to see Jesus living again on earth in the experience
ol spirit-born mortals whoefTectively reveal the Masterto
all men. It 15 futile to talk about a revival of primitive
Chnstianity; you must go forward from where you find
yourselves, Modem culture must become spinitually
baptized withanew revelationof Jesus’ lifeand illuminasted
withanew understanding ol his gospel of eternal salvation,
(L. B. p. 2084}

When I entered the seminary I truly believed that such a
rethinking of Christian theclogy was possible, and T still hold
to that belief. The curent climate of rapid social change
clearly indicates that the Most Highs have prepared our world
forsuchachange. lam deeply convinced that the institutional
church can experience a second reformation through the new
and uncompromised teachings of Jesusrevealedin The Urantia
Book.

Eternal Life vs. Eternal Living
Of all the teachings of The Urantia Book, the discussion of
elernal life starting on the mansion worlds had the most
profound effecton my life. Itis my personal testimony that the
revelation of the eternal career ahead was the most profound

| and life changing event that [ have ever experienced,

Christianity has woefully little to say about the realities of
eternal hife. What Little the Christian Faith has to say about our
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ascension career is couched in surreal terms like *golden
streets” and “pearly gates.” My grandmother, for instance,
after 73 years of marrage to a highly successful evangelical
minister, was convinced that her resurrection from death
would be 1o the streets of gold at the feet of Christ where all
of her problems would be transformed intoa 1ife of perfection
and case,

The Crods cannot—at least they do ol —iramsfomm a
creature of gross animal natire into a perfected spint by
some mysterions act of creative magic. When the Creators
desine (o produce perfect beings, 1hey do so by direct and
onmnal creation, bt they never wndenake to conven
animal-origin and material creatures into beings of
perfection in a single step. (L1 B. p, 541)

I consider the inability of Christianity to explain the
realitics of etemal life in a credible manner 1o be ane of (e
meed sigmificant [imitations of its teachings. A parallel
amalogy might be something like the developmeant of an
entine society of arade schoolers who attemnpt 1o plan their
lives without the benefit of knowing what middle school.
high school, college, or graduate school have in store for
them. Humean beings are severely handicapped in their
spanitual growth without this knowledge. A large sectionof
the Chnstion constituency has seriously misunderstood
the nature of evolution and the important role that it has in
the development of our lives, our planct, and the entine
universe.

The first and perhaps most glaring error of the church in
understandingthe natureof eternal life isthe basic requirements
to attain eternal life. It is generlly assumed in orthodox
dogma that “being saved” requires allepiance 1o cerain
creedal or doctnnal positions and that our states in heaven is
immediate pedection where there are no problemsor suffening,
Many hold that the church s the door way to eternal life; it
holds “the keys to the kingdom of heaven.”

Etemnal survival of personality is wholly dependent on
thechioosing edthe mortal mind, whoscdecisionsdetermine
the survival potential of the immortal soul. W hen the mind
beleeves God and the soul knows God, and when, witlithe
fosteninge Adjuster, they all desire God, then s survival
assured. Limatations of imellect, cunailment of edwcation,
deprivation of culture, impovenshment of social statns,
eveninlenonty of the human standards of morality resulting
from e unlcriunate lack of edecational, coltaral, and
social advantages, cannot invalidate the presence of the
divinespintin snchunforunateand humanly handicapped
but believing individuals. (L. B. p. 6%)

From the perspective of The Urantia Book, it is clear that
it is easy to ascend into heaven. It is o great mistake 1o
mainliin, a5 do some sections of the institutional church, that
they hold the keys to eternal life. Even the mightiest beings in

apring, 1997

the universe, the authors of The Urantia Book point out, do not
profess to hold such power.

Having thus provided for the growth of the immortal
soul and having liberated man's inner self from the fetters
of absoluledependence onaniecedent cavsation, Lhe Father
stands s=ide. Now, man having this been literaled from
the fetters of cansation response, al least a8 pertains o
eternal destiny, and provision having boen made for the
growth af the immmortal se1f, the soul, it remeins for man
himself 1o will the creation or to inhibit the creation of this
surviving and elernal self which ishis for the choosing. No
oiler being, force, creator, or agency in all the wide
universe of universes can interfere to any degree with the
absalute sovereignty of the mortal free will, as it operates
within the realms of choice, regarding the efermnal destiny
of the personality of the choosing mortal. As pertains 1o
etemal survival, God has decreed the soversignty of the
material and mortal will, and that decres is absolute. (L B.
p. 7

In the light of Jesus' teachings about cur Heavenly Father,
this decree of God establishing the sovereignty of human free
will choice regarding etermal survival resonates with
authenticity. And in the face of God’s respect for the free will
choice of even the lowest of God's mortal children, it is
regrettable that some sections of the church declare that only
their creedal position for eternal salvation will prevail, and
even asserl the infallibality of their judgment.

Whar ix so incredible abonl The Unntia Bock (5 (15
deamystification of life after death presented in concepls
and descriptions that make sense o the rarional nind.

What is so incredible about The Uraniic Book is ils
demystfication of life after death presented in concepts and
deseriptionsthatmake sense tothe rational mind, The porraval
of the “mansion worlds™ and celestial abodes where we
sojourn in our educational pilgrimage o Paradise and the
Universal Father 15 given in sufficient detail o stimulate
spiritual growth in the here and now. It is refreshing to learn
that there are even more differing careers in ocur post-mortal
existence than in our contemporary world.

The Uranifa Book also makes an astounding promise of
adventure toall morals: we will be playing a very significant
role in the development of the ongoing evolution of the
universe. Although mortals are the lowest of God's created
beings capable of eternal survival, we have the opportunity to
evolve to the very heights of spintual experence. We must
move through many stages before we become perfected spant
beings, and this process takes a very long time — maybe cons,
While each transformation on our journey to Paradise brings
new opportunities o grow as a spint being, we will always
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retain our personzlity identity which is absolutely unigue for
each individual.

Those things which vou might have leamed on earth,
hut which you failed to leam, mst be acquired under the
tutelage of these faithful and patient teachers. There are no
royal rads, shor cuts, oreasy paths to Paradise. Imespective
al the individual vanations of the route, you master the
lessems of ane sphere before you proceed to another; at
least this is true after you once leave the world of vour
nativity. {L7. B, p. 351)

The Urantic Beok authors remind us that what is not

learned here as mortal beings must be leamed after our |

resurrection on the mansion worlds. I found that this counsel

and enlightenment greatly effected my perception of life and '

my understanding of my moral obligations. For example.
consider some of the carliest lessons of the lowest (the
seventh) mansion world:

One of the purpeses of the morontia career is to effeci
the permanent eradication from the moral survivors of
suchanimal vestigial trails as procrastination, equivecation,
insincerity, problem avoidance, unfaimess, and ease
seeking, Themansomalifecarly teaches the young morontia
pupils that postponement is in no sense avoidance, Afler
the life in the fesh. time is no longer avadlable as a
technique of dodmng situations or of circumventing
disagrecable obligations, (11, B, p: 551)

[ believe that it is important for the church to seriously
rethink its message about etemal life, For far too lomg most
Christians have embraced the view that ctemal life is some
form of heavenly bliss, & trip to Nirvana, the eradication of
tribulations, and a ticket to a life of case. Acconding o The
Uranria Rosk, this 15 clearly not the case!

Themornal-survival planhas a practical ad serviceable
abyjective; you are not the recipients of all this divine labor
and pai nstaking tmining only that you may survive just to
enjoy endless bliss and clemal ease. There is a goal of
trmscendent service concealed beyond the horizon of the
present universe age. If the Gods designed merely o take
youan one kong ad etemal joy excursion, they cerainly
wonkd ned so largely turm the whole universe inlo one vast
and intricate practical lmining school, requisition a
subslantial part of the celestial creation as eachers and
instrictors, and then spend ages wpon ages piloting vou,
ane by one, through this migantic universe school of
expeniential trining. The furiberance of the scheme of
moital progression seems to be cne of the chiel businesses
of the present organized universe, mwl the majarity of
innomerable orders of created intellizences are either
directly orindirectly engaged in advancing some phase of
tas progressive perfection plan. {17, B. p. 358)

With such a knowledge of our etemal carcer we no longer
need to fear death; it is a graduation to a more dyiamic
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continuation of our life. The Urantie Beok indicates that
although we have a more durable morontia (part material, part
spiritual) body, our spinteal growth continues just where we
left it in our mortal existence. The sreat wonderment and
exciting promise of this etemal ascension career 15 that we
mortal will-creatures are promised an incredible universe
career that even those beings created in perfection are envious
all.

In Lra'r.'l:m:ing the ascending scale of living existence

oo mortal mean o e Deity embrace, you actually live

the very life of every possible phase and stage of perfected

creglure existence within the limits of the present universe

age. (L. B. p. 558)

Thus, The Urantia Beok offers a vision of life that moves
far beyoad the constraints of this limited planet Through this
vision | was better able to understand something of the
possibilities of human life now and 1n the Tuture;, and T am
astounded by the unlimited opportunities that are before us. I
believe that The Urannia Bock presents humanity with the
opportunity to anticipate the career adventure ahead while
clarifying our current mortal obligations. With this
understanding it 15 possible to avord being ifluenced by the
fanatic ravings of demagopues who promise eternal life
withoutliving its realities. | am convinced thatthis information
15 vital to the next phase of evolutionary human progress.

Sin and the Meaning of the Cross
Most of the Chnstan doctnnes of human nature are
predicated on the assumption thatin“the fall of Adam™ human
nature was comrupted and as a result human beings are “prone
to evil and sin.” These doctnines had their ongin in Pauline
theology; Jesus did not share this negative view of human
nature.

The doctnine of the total depravity of man destroyved
much of the potential of religion for effecting social
repercussions of an upliffing nature and of inspirtional
value. Jesus songht to restore man’s digmty when he
declared that all men are the children of God. (L. B. p.
1081

I believe that the core of the contemporary Chostian
problem 1s the misinterpretation of the nature of sin in relation
to the meamng of the cross. The words *Christ died for our
sins” has become the Christian mantm. Just because this
phrase is repeated incessantly in many Christian groups does
not make it true, It 15 my opinion that this view of the
atonement of sn through Chnst's death on the cross s a
barbarous conceptunworthy of the 2 1stcentury understanding
of o, This doctrine has lead to a serious misunderstanding
of the natire of sin, the meaning of the cross, and the nature
of God. The atonement for sin doctrine was never taught by
Jesus nor did he present a concept of God implicd by this
docinne.
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The barbarons idea of appeasing an angry God, of
propitiating an offended Lord, of winning the favor of
Deity through sacrifices and penance and even by the
shedding of blood, represents areligion whally puerile and
primitive, a philosoply unworthy of anenlightened age of.
seience and truth, Such beliefs are witerly repulsive 1o the
celestial beings and the divine rulers who serve and reizn
in the universes. [tisan affront o God 1o believe, hald, ar
leach that inocent blood must be shed in order to win his
favor or divert the fictitions divine wath, (U, B, p. 60)

The Urantia Book preseats a picture of salvation that is
compatible with rmtional and balanced minds: each person is
loved by God and their survivalis notdependenton subseribing
to the right dogmas or performing proper religious rituals. As
stated earlier, eternal survival is wholly dependent on the
choosing of the human mind: “When the mind believes God
and the soul knows God, and when, with the fostering
Adjuster, they all desire God, then s survival assured.” (p. 69)
Even Lucifer would be forgiven by God if he repented and
asked forgiveness for his iniquitous acts, The willingness of
the Heavenly Father to extend forgiveness for sin is even
beyond the comprehension of the immeortal beings who
authored The Ulranrla Book.

The Urantia Book presents a piciure of salvation
that is commpetible wilh rational and Balanced minds:
eaclt person is loved by God and their survival is not
dependenl on subscribing 1o the right dogmas or
performing proper religious ritls,

Ourcontemporary world needs a redefinition of the nature
of sinifitistoevolve tothe next phase of human achievement.
Sin s the result of the chotces of a moral being in relation to
the will of the Universal Father. Sin is the responsibility of the
mndividual, and must be actively eradicated through personal
will decision, srowth, and maturation.

The consciousness of sin persists i the moral mind,
bt the thought patterns of salvaion there fromhave become
outwom and antiquated. The reality of the spiritual need
persists, but infellectual progress has destroyed the olden
wiys of seenring peace and consolation formind and soul.
(L0 H. p. 980
IFthe Christian Church is to effectively reach the inquinng

minds of the Information Age, then we must redefine sin in
accordance with universe wisdom:

Sin st be redefined as deliberare distoyalty te Deiry,
There are degrees of disloyally: the partial loyally of
indecision; the divided loyalty of confliction; the dyving
loyalty of indifference; and the death of loyalty exhibited
i devation (o godless ideals.

The sense or feeling of guilt is the consciousness of the
violation of the mores; it 15 nod necessarly sin. There is no
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real sinin the absence of conscious disloyalty to Deity. (U

B. p. 984

This 15, in my view, a much higher understanding of the
nature of sin than the theology presented in conservative
Christian dogma. Chnstianity suffers under the handicap of
having noadequate historical record of the events surmrounding
the Lucifer rebellion. The Urantia Book gives an extended
account of this celestial event that adds significantdy to the
understanding of our planctary history, Though final
adjudication of Lucifer and his cohorts has yetto be finalized,
the lessons and meaning of sin have been forever clarified for
all universe beings through that experience.

There are personal responsihilities in relation to sin. God
does recogmize our repentance and forgives our sins. As
sugpested by Chnstian theology, the religion of JTesus makes
provision for coping with our guilt resulting from sin that is
basic to our psychological and spiritoal well being,

The confession of sin is a manful repudiation of
disloyalty, but it in no wise mitigates the time-space
consequences of such dislovalty, Bul confession —sincers
recognition of the mature of sin—is essential to religious
growth and spiritual progress.

The forgivenessof sin by Deity is ihe repewal of lovahy
relations following a penod of the human conscivsness of
the lapse of such relations as theconsequence of conscious
rebellion The forgiveness does not have tobe sought, only
recedved as the consciousness of re-establishment of loyalty
relations between the cresture and the Creator. Andall the
loval sons of God are happy, service-loving, and ever-
progressive in the Pamadise ascent. (UL B. p. 984-3)

Inthe light of God's relationship to his mostal children and
the forgiveness of sin, we must reexamine the meaning of the
cross, We can no longer accept the erronecns atonement
doctring as the troe meaning of the cross; not only because it
misrepresents the nature of sin and forgiveness, but also
because the meaning of the cross helds a much higher
syvmbaolism for universe beings. The Urarntia Book informs us
thatthe crossisthe high symbol forselflessand loving service.
It is the good bestowing themselves on the evil needing
regeneralion whose attitude is best portrayed in Jesus™ prayer,
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” (L.
B. p. 2007 Through his death on the cross Jesus demonstrated
that he did not condemn sinners, but offered them a loving

| path of salvation in laying down his life for his cnemies.

The cross s thal high symbol of sacred service, the
devation of one's life to the welfare and salvation of one's
fellows. The cross is nol the symbol of the sacriloe of the
innocent Son of God in the place of guilty sinners and in
order to appease the wrath of an offended God, but it does
stand forever, on carth and thronghout a vast universe, as
a sacred symbaol of the good bestowing themselves upon
the evil and thereby saving them by this very devolion of
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love, The cross does stand as the tolen of the highest form

of unselfish service, the supreme devotion of the full

bestowal of a righteous life in the service of wisale-hearted

ministry, even in death, the demth on the cross. And the

very sight of this great symbol of ihe bestowal life of Jesus

truly inspires all of us to want 1o go and do likewise. LB,

p- 201%)

Chrstianity hasalways recognized the transforming power
ol the eross on the life of the believer, but the meaning of that
transformation needsio be relformulated. When theconceptof
the atonement is disassociated from the cross, it stands out in
its full power as the ultimate symbel of loving and selfless
service, and molivates us to become tree sons and daughters
of Christ in loving and selfless service.

Wlen thinking men and women look upon Jesus as he
affers up his life on the cross, they will hardly again perTnit
themselves 1o complain al even the severest Iardships of
life. much less s petiy harassments and their many purely
fictitions erievances. His life was so glorions and i death
s triumphant that we are all enticed 10 a willingness (o
share bath. (L. B, p. 20019)

Concluding Comments

[ huve discovered that [ possess no particular advantage
because of the revelatory powerof The Drantia Book. My life
has not been materially better, | have not had earth-shaking
visions of truth, and [ have not experienced any identifiable
earthly or spintual benefits from my knowledge of the
information contained in The Urantia Baok. 1 truly believe
that [ am no different in spinitual or material status than any
other child of God, no matter what faith svstem he or she
adopts.

frisa faci that if vou are fooking for amy divine favar,
any spiritual aadvantage or any universe privilegey
through embracing the Jesusonian religion or readin g
The Urantia Book, you can expect to be sarely
disappointed, God loves all fis children af tinte atd
space, and eqch individual hias an equal apportimity fo
progress spiritually. The refigion of Jesus is fry iy open
to all and is completely inclsive,

Itis a fact that if you are leoking for any divine favor, any
spiritual advantage or any universe privileges through
embracing the lesusonianreligion arreading The Urantia Book,
you can expect o be sorely disappointed, God'loves all his
children of time and space, and each individual has an equal
opportunily to progress spiritually. The religion of Jesus is
truly open to all and is completely inclusive,

The religious impulse toseek truth and discover the will of
God is wniversal and important to all the mortal mees,
Anthropologists inform us that there has never been SOCiety
that did not posses some form of religion. Inevitably The
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Lrantia Book must have a significant impact on human
thought because the revelation of the religion of Jesus is
simply tooimportant to beignored. I am concerned, however,
that Christianity may pay a high price in terms of credibility
if it continues 10 ignore The Uraniia Rook.

The Urantia Book suggests that this new revelation
highlighting Jesus® life and teachings will probably develop
into anew public expression of faith and a religious cult quite
separate and distinct from the church.

Regardlessal the dmwhacks and handicaps, every new
revelation of truth has given rise toanew cult, and even the
restatement of the religion of Jesus must developanew and
appropoate symbolism Modem man must find some
adequate symbolism for his new and expanding ideas,
ideals, and loyalties, This enhanced symbol must anise ot
of neligious living, spintual experience. ..,

Theold cults were oo egocentric; the new must be the
outgrowthol applied love. The new cult must, like the ald,
foster sentiment, satisfy emotion, and promote loyalty; bt
it must do more: It must facilitate spintual progress,
enhance cosmic meanings, angment moral values,
encourLze social development, and stimulate a high tvpe
of personal religious living. The new cult must provide
supreme goals of living which are both temporal and
etermal —social axd spimtual, (U, B. p. 966)

Although [ respect the forgoing statement, [ am not
absolutely convinced that it will be necessary to establish a
new religion (Jesusonianism?) to present the world with the
new and enlarged message of the life and teachings of Jesus.
It is my sincere hope that the Christian Church and other
religions of the world will be able o absorb these new ideas
and evolve their theology to meet the needs of the 21st
Century. I am convinced that all this is possible, and we shall
be able to evolve and grow to meet the new challenges of the
Information Age and bevond. T should like to conclude this
presentation withone of my favonte passages from The Uraria
Hook—a passage which profoundly influenced my life.

Religion docs need new leaders, spiritual men and
women who will dire to depend solely on Jesus and his
incomparable teachings. If Christianity persists in
neglecting its spiritual mission while it continnes to busy
itself with social and material problems, the spiritual
rendissinee must await the coming of these new teachers
of Jesus” religion who will be exclusively devoted 1o the
spiritual regeneration of men. And then will these spirit-
bom souls quickly supply the leadership and inspirstion
requisite for the social, moral, economic, and political
rearganization of the world, (U B. p. 2082-3)

Bruece R, Fackson is a musician, teacher, and winister
in background iraimng and experience, and a long
tirme student of The Urantia ook,
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Significant BooKs

The Real Jesus

Luke Timothy Johnson
Harper, SanFrancisco, 1996, 177 PP

Lir. Luke Timothy Johnson, Professar of New Testament
and Christian Chigins at the Chandler School of Theclogy,
Emory University, has written what I believe is the definitive
book cvaluating the “misguided quest for the historical Jesus™
by the Jesus Seminarand other contemporary theclogians, He
histof all points out that only around 40 members of the Jesus
seminar, out of thousands of New Testament scholars, were
actually mvolved in the production of The Five Gospels. To
suggest that they represent New Testament scholarship,
Johnson says, “is lodicrous. ™ The Jesus Seminar has been
engaged inaten yearexercise inacademic self-promotion that
has succeeded in drawing an extraordinary amount of pithlic
attention.

Johnson asseits that the Jesus Seminar started cut with
preconceived ideas of Jesus, This mises serious questions
concerning the Seminar'ssell-proclaimed objectivity. "What
sort of scholarship, then, do we find in The Five Crospels? It
is nod an impressive quality. The most notable lack in the
publication isany discemible demonstration areven argument,
Much is asserted here without either evidence or even
substantial logic.” (p. 25)

Johnsan asseres that the Jesus Seminar starled out
with preconceived ideas of Jesus, This rafses serious
gitesiians cottcerning the Seminar's self-prociaimed
obfeeiivity,

“The naratives of Acts and the CGospels are tossed out as
rnythecal fabrications hased on faith... And this is anpounced
before the Seminar takes up its tequally portentous) work of
figuring out which deeds anrbuted to Jesus Teally” came
|'|mn]|im.'J'hi:a|5J|u1rr:ra]m_:unsihlu.r.m:'.-enmi[i:ul..wchnl.mhip.
[tis a sell-indulgent charade. As Professor Richand Hays of
Duke University concluded in a lengthy review of this hook
(“The Corvected Jesus,” First Things, May 1994, pp. 4345,
“the case argued by this book would not stand up in any
court.” (p, 26)

D Johnson alsoreviews bookswri tten by Barbara Thiering,
Bishop John Spong, A, N, Wilson, Stephen Mitchell, M arcus
Borg, Jahn Dominic Crossan, and Burton M lack in which he
Imds certain consistent features in common with The Five
Guospels: (1) They reject the canonical Gospels, (2) These
hooks shape their porteait of Jesus without reference to other

canonical sources, such as Paul's letters. (31 The mission of
Jesus 15 portraved in terms of social or cultural issues miher
than religious or spititual realities, {41 They haveatheological |
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agenda stating that the traditional view of Jesus is a distortion
of the “real” Jesus. (3) They have a premise that historical
knowledge is normative for faith. (6) These authars, except
Tor Stephen Mitchell, come from inside the Christian culture
and identify with the academic community rather than the
church.

Cultural confusion, Johnson chserves, is the basis for our
theological disunity. Christianity in America is profou ndly
divided between traditional orthodoxy and Enlightenment
modemity. * We see, then, a fascinating phenomenon: the
form of Christianity most explicitly at odds with modernity is
enjoying the greatest success in terms of growth and real
political influence, while the form of Christianity that seeks to
accommodate itself with modernity verges ever claserto the
margins of irrelevancy and even extinction.” (p. 64) The heart
of the problem centers around the dominance of historical
criticism s a key determinative factor for faith Johnson
reminds us that a great deal of what human beings consider
“real” escapes historical knowledge. Historical knowledae
deals ouly in degrees of probability, never with certainty,

The heart of the problem centers around the
dontinance of historical eriticism as a key determinative
Jfacior for faith. Johnson reminds us that a preat deal of
what hunan beings consider “real” escapes historical
kmowledge. Historical knowledge deals only in degrees
af probability, never with certainty.

After considerable scholarly analysis Johuson makes the
following summary statements: (1) History isa limited mode
of iuman knowing.” (2) The New Testament is analyzed best
when its literary integrity is respected and appreciated, (3)
Despite the diversity of the Gospels, there is a remarkable
consistency in the image of Jesus throughout the New
Testament. {4 The expression “the real Jesus™ should not be
used torefertoa historically reconstructed Jesus, Sucha Jesus
is only a product of scholarly preference and imagination. (3)
There isa “real Jesus” in the texts of the New Testament. (p.
167)

Dir. Johnson ends his dissertation by presenting a more
comprehensive model for entical scholarship which
encompasses the anthropological, historical, literary, and
relipious aspects of the text What a marvelows accasion it will
be when Biblical scholars finally discover the wealth of
research material found in the Life and Teachings of Jesus
presented in The Uramiia Book. Scholars will discover that it
aftirms and enhances the “real Jesus™ found in the Gospelsas
Johnson so effectively points out,
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Significamt Books, cont.

The Power Behind Positive
Thinking
Eric Fellman
Haper,SanFrancisco, 1996, 237 pp.

Eric Fellman worked with Norman Vincent Peale in the
nine years before his death as editor-in-chiel at the Peale
Center for Chrstian Living. In 1952 he was named President
and CEO of the Peale Center. Dr, Peale’s book The Power of
Positive Thinking sold more than twenty-five million copies
worldwideand populanzed the impomance of positive thinking
in &ll arcas of life.

In this book Fellman points to spinteal resources as the key
i the effectiveness of positive thinking, “Through the years
many people have copied and expanded on Dr, Peale's
techniques, often leaving his spiritual emphasis ot of their
work,” Fellman ohserves. “But Dr. Peale was convinced, and
he convinced me, that no amount of sell-beliel, self-talk,
attitude adjustment, or other technique, can be of lasting
benefitunlessa person understandsand maximizesthe spiritual
element that stands behind the technique.™ (p. 1)

“The failure 1o pursue spintual potential in this country is
grounded in the unique American confusion of the word
spirifual with the word refigions... But refigion is not
spirituaiity. Simply defined, spirituality concems matters of
the spint; it describes the inevitahle search all human beings
undertake toanswer their questions abouta Supreme Being or
Higher Power... Religion on the other hand, 15 any person-
made system that defines a particular methoed of conducting
that search. Spirituality is based on our innate longing, while
religion is based on rules and regulations set cutto define (and
sometimes control) that longing.™ (p. 11)

Fellman builds a basic life pyramid of key spiritual values
that are simple to ennumerate, such as faith, hope, and love,
but are often diffcult o actualize. The comerstomes aof this
pyvramid are simplicity, moer quality, and divimty. The
superstructure mvolves building belief into faith, optimism
intohope, and kindness into love, Building on this framework
wecan strengthen the mental, emotional, and physical aspects
of our personality structure. Using imagination and imaging,
we can master our minds by the power of spintual reality and
grow through focus and commitment to these values in the
fctualization of service.

Lfound Eric Fellman s presentation ol these classic spiritual
disciplines to be interesting and insightful, and the life-
situations he wses to illustrate these wechniques of spinitoal
growth are stimulating and inspinng.

-AIS
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Sermon Series on Spiritual Growth

Part 2
Recognizing the Goodness of God
Eev, Gregory Young

As we proceed together to explore steps toward increased
spiritual growth, I should like to begin by asking you a
question. How many of you as you wene growing up ate your
catmeal without parental prompting? How many of you did il
under great duress?

Let me tell you about Johnny. Johnny and his mother were
having a dispute about catmeal. Johnny's mother was trying
her best topersuade the boy toeat his catmeal , but he stubbornly
refused o do so. Finally, in desperation, she said, *Johnny, if
voudon'teat your oatmeal, Godwill punish you.™ 5till, Johnny
refused, and his mother sent him to bed. Before long, a great
storm arcse. Lightning flashed, the thunder crashed, and the
wind whipped the rain against the house, Johnny's mother
rushed upstairstocomfort her son. “ Johnny', are youokay " she
asked, “T guess 50, he replied, “but this sure is an awful fuss
to make about a litthe catmeal ™

What is Your YView of God?

This theological Fairy tale prompts me to ask: What Kind of
God do you believe in—1 don’t mean what kind of ideas you
have leamed abowt God — but in your heart and soul what kind
of God ane you willing o trust completel v with your ultimate
welfare and spiritual destiny ? What kind of God would you be
compelled 1o love with all of your heart, mind, soul, and
strength?

I venture to say that a faith based upon [Mallening people
into some sort of obedience is a faith based on primitive
superstition. It is not far removed from the ancient practice of
making sacnfices to appease an angry and fickle God, a
capricious God. 1 believe there is a yearming, a hungenng, in
each and every human heart and mind o be cared for by a God
of unquestionable love, and to give our love in retumn to this
loving Supreme Being, The basis of faithand devolionis alove
relationship. A relationship of faith and love is the foundation
of unwavering trust, the confidence toexpose our vulnerability
and give ourselves completely to that relationship

God’s Purpose for our Lives

We must intuit, even before we commil ourselves o God's
will for our lives, that God believes in us and is commitied (o
our welfare. Because God knows that we are capable parners
in this adventure of the ages, he has entrusted us with the
awesome responsibility of human destiny, God, knowing our
polential much better than we do, entered the arena of human
affairs in Chnst incamate whotold us, Y ou are the light of the
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world. ™ (Matt. 5: 14) Our Heavenly Father knows that we have
the ability to learn and grow. We are challenged 1o accept
God's purpose for our lives becanse God believes so deeplyin
15,

The human soul hungers 1o fill an empliness that brings
ultimaie meaning to life, In the business of our lives we often
forget that the love of God is the mist enduring and fulfilling
expernience of human existence. Other experiences are limited
in mature and content, their newness and excitement wear off,
but cur experience with God has no limits, save thase of aur
own limitations. When vou search for God — and there are.a Jot
of people searching, many in the wrone places—you are
engagedincontacting the mestimportant presence inyour life.
Andwhen you find God whose spinit dwells within your mind
and soul, vou have found everything!

God is our Loving Heavenly Father

Jesus, while sojourning al Amathus, spent much time with
hisdisciplesinstructing themin the nature of God, God, he told
them, is "Abba” (a caswal expression for father, more like
claddy). He constantly spoke of Grod as our Heavenly Father.
Jesus addressed God in this endearing Wiy in his prayers and
personal relaticnships with the Father's presence in his daly
activities, God is a tender loving parent like the lovine father
accepling his prodigal son home, like the goodd shepherd
actively seeking out the lost sheep. One need look no farther
than Jesus 1o see what God is like. God is Abba tous, 2 tender
Im'ingspiriluulcrcmm.nnl:ﬂs.t-:znl.lnﬁ-:};eqmr:h:icﬂ}'un;.mgnci
in making damaging entries aoainst his eming claldren

One of our nightly rituals is getting our children to bed in a
timely lashion. They are masters in using delaying factics.
They always seem to come up with a new twist o stay g just
a little bit longer. Some time ago, on one of those EVEIIngs
when I was home, Gabriclle had already had stories and the
usual request foradrink of water, when she wanted me to come
m and hear ber bedtime pravers. Great, I thought, one more
delaving tactic. So | went into her room and knell beside her
bed Cabrielle sat up, held her hands together in a prayer
fashion and started her prayer. “Thank vouGod for.. and she
started to name the endless list of the stuffed animals in her
room. She thanked God for ber mom and dad, her brother, her
pets and other things, But then she said, * And take care of
Tenny"s grandmcther (who had died sometime belore), and
thank you God for love,”

As 1 knell there beside her bed, my eves began to swell up
withtears, for it dawned on me that this prayer was sincere, and
what T felt was the witer sense of trust and openmess of
Gabnclle's heart. [ became aware of how much of that childlike

trustsir many of us lasc as we grow intoa skeptical, mistristi ng
adulthood.

Growth: the Miracle of God's Love
Believingin God with all cur hean, mind, soul, and strenath
leads 1o a willingness 1o have an openness for God 1o work
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miracles of love and faithin our lives. A truly victoriows life on
earth is one in which we can give thanks 1o the soodness and
love of God in all circumstances. It means having enough trust,
enough devotion in the creator to dare to face the worst life has
to offerand declare, “Even if T cannot do this, there lives in me
one, much greater, who can and will do it With and through
the guidance and strength of Christ we can surmount and
transcend every obstacle in our montal pilerimage. This is the
victory that overcomes the world. When we open the door of
our heart to the spinit of the living God we are challenged (o
arow. If you assume that your srowing years are over, | have
some good news for you, you have only just begunt

Living faith is much more than holding an idea, atheory, or
anopinion in your mind. A faith that changes our lives recuires
atotal mvestment of heart, mind, soul, andstrength. 1t isthe total
mobilization of all the powers of our personality that inevitably
resulisin growth that culminates in action. Living faith takeson
valueonly asitisapplied o ourliferelationships. God has given
eachand everyone of us enormous potential to grow inthe truth,
beauty, and poodness of his love,

If you are troubled, if you are anxiows and afraid of what
tomaorrow might bring, if the experiences of life crush heavily
upon vou, making it almost oo much to bear, allow God to be
that resource af strength beyond your own strength. Youmi ght
sk yourselfl, “T'o what extent have 1 made spiritual realities a
part of my life; how wholeheartedly have T dedicated myselfio
God's will 7™

Many of us are like the Dr. Manette that Charles Dickens
writes about in A Tale of Twe Cities. The doctor had been in
prisom for twenty years prior to the French Revoluwtion which
brotzht his release. In prison he leamed to be a cobbler and in
the gloom of his cell he spent his davs making shoes. Finally,
the day came when he was given his freedom and let out into e
bright sunlight. The freedom and sunshine terrified him. He had
been in the shadows and darkness of the cell too long and had
growniolove that darkness, For hiscomfortaservant was given
the task of locking him up at night in an attie room the size of
his old cell. There in the twilight ploom he could be seen
enjoying his trade of making shoes,

Inasimilar way, some of us have become accustomed tothe
narrowness and weakness of our constricted and imprisoned
lives and we are afraid to venture into the larger life which the
spinit of God is inviting us o enter, We are offered magnificent
opportunities for arowth that we hesitate 1o accepl. God has
limitless resources and whenwe are in partnership with God, no
limit can be placed on our growth potential. How much do we
truly, wholeheartedly, wish to dedicate ourselves 1o this
partnership? Let us have the courage to respond to the spiritof
Grod within us: for God has not given us a spirit of fear, but the
spirt of power, the spint of love, and a sound mind through
which to mold our lives by his truth, beawy, and soodness.

Crreg Young is pastor af 8t Jokn United Church of
Christ in Germantown, Wisconsin .
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Prayerful Problem Solving

Meredith J. Sprunger

Human beings are by nature problem solving creatures.
Car basic neads and urpes interact with environmental stimuli
in search of organismic satisfaction and fulfillment. Al
problem solving from birth to death is setin the contextof our
nature, expencnce, and learning. Flow we solve our problems
ismost fundamentally determined by curnature and resources
We are material beings integrated and eontrolled by a newral
systemdirected by mindand indwels by spint. Human beings,
thercfore, have physical, mental, and spiritual resources toaid
in problem solving, All of these capacities and capabilities
interact and function holistically.

Centuries of expenience—venfied by saentilic discovery,
rational insight, and spiritual revelation— have taught us that
thesetrivne human resourcesexistina hierarchical relationship.
Cur matenal natare is directed by the meanings and quality of
mind, and mind 15 eventually influgnced and determined by
the values of spiritual reality, The more immature and
underdeveloped the individual is psychologically and
spiritually, the greater the domination of the physical lawsand
conditions will be. Conversely, the more matureand developed
we are mentallvand spintually, the less we are influenced and
controlled by our physical condition and the material world.

The human approach o problem solving reflects this
hierarchical relationship of resources and leads toa dilTerential
stratesy in finding a solution 1o our difficulties. Usually we
start by analvzing the situation, attempting to hreak it down
intoits simplest components, Weisolale lactsand influences.
If this initial analviical process does notlead to a solution, we
have learned o employ the more systematic techniques of the
scientific method. The scientific method is especially helpful
inunderstanding and solving problems related to the material
world.

When these analytical-empirical attempts al problem
solving hring inadequate results, we turn to the more holistic
or integral method of creative thinking. Graham Wallas, a
piameer in creative thinking research, describes this type of
thinking as a four-step process: preparation, incubation,
illumination, and verification. This is solution by msight. In
creative thinking we are ahle 10 cross the border line between
ourempincal-mtional capacities foe the resclution of difficulties
and praverful problem solving. We cannot distinguish whether
insights onginate in ourconscious and subconscious mind o
il they are recerved from spintual, supETCONSCIONS TESOUTCES,

We do find that sooner or later we reach the limit of our
buwman abality to solve difficult problems. At this point those
of us who accept the reality and availability of spintual
resources and the efficacy of prayermay consciously engage
m prayerful problem solving, Atthe outset, spiritually mature
people need to rle out prayer as a [orm of magic or &
a1

| technique in which we can bargain with or change Gaod. God
is infinite in goodness and love and does not need to be

persuaded to do good. Secondly, we must have an
understandingof Godand universe laws whichenable pray erful
problem solving to operate effectively, Physical, mental, and
spiritual laws were established by God to regulate the world
and our lives. Prayer is nota means tocircumyvent these laws.

While God's relationship with material reality 1s largely
through the utilization of impersonal laws, God 'srelationship
with people is personal. Through personal communication
(God seeks to assistus in using universe laws more effectively
to augment our welfare. We receive this spiritual ministry
primarily through our minds and the minds of others, Mind
is the arena in which praverful problem solving takes place.

Efficacious prayer is nol a rocking chair solution to
tough problems or an easy detour around the hilly
road of rigorous living. When prayer is used as an
escape mechanism or psychelogical safery net by the
fearfil, slothfil, or cowardly, i does not achieve genuine
spiritual guality or power.

Efficacious prayer is not a rocking chair solution to ough
problems or an easy detour around the hilly road of rigorous
living,. When prayer is used as an escape mechanism or
psychological safety net by the fearful, slothful, or cowardly,
it does notachieve genuine spiritual quality or power. Prayer
i« nota spinitual crutch or a magic wand. Itisthe actualization
of an indigenous partnership with God. God works with us,
nat “for” us, as an indulgent wonder worker.  There are
elemental spiritual requirements which must precede problem
solving prayer. We are required to face reality courageously,
and to have exhausted our human ability to cope with our
difficulties, Egocentric, selfish, or purely personal objectives
must be surrendered for a dedication to spiritual values and
growth. Indecision and vacillation are barmiers (o divine
suidance, Only a wholehearted decisionto follow God s wall
aswe sincerely understand it will bring spiritual wisdom. Cur
prayershould be for guidance, notsome miraculous happenng.
Finally, we need to pursue our quest with living faith, not
doubting that our spiritual resources will be sulficient for any
mortal eventuality.

Fven though praver does not change God's nind and
i« not a way of changing natural or spiritual laws, it isa
process through which the natural course of evenls can
be alterad.

Even though pmyverdoes notchange God's mind and is not
a way of changing natural or spintual laws, it is a process
through which the natural course of events can be altered. We
live in an open universe in which human thought and action
may influence the sequence and quality of events. Prayeris

| aspintual technique through which we somctimes discoveror
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utilize higher laws that may nullify or counteract lower laws,
[tis a psychological-spinitual relationship that may change
our thinking and behavior. As a result, different options or
events take place, higher and more inclusive laws may be sel
inmotion, orsuperior resourcesmay be madeavailable o help
us solve or cope with problems,

The editors of Guideposts in His AMysierious Wirys (1588,
Gnideposts Associates, [ne ) havecompiled thestories of over
a hundred people whohave escaped tragedyor deathor whose
liveshave beendramatically changed by seemingly miraculous
happenings brought about as the result of praver. How dowe
understand these unusual events? And why are people in
similarsituations, whoappearto be justas good and nighteous,
not the recipients of such miraculous deliverance through
their prayers?

While the answer to these questions is hidden by our
incomplete knowledge and limited view of divine wisdom. it
appears that the basic factor in God's relationship with
persons is & spiritual quality of love which is unique for each
individual inany givensituation. The effect of every personal
relationship with God is determined by the guality and
circumstances of its singular reality.

Itmay be helpful to speculate about the methodologies of
prayerful problemsolving, Our mindsare indwelt by the spirit
of the Universal Fatherand nurtured by the Spirited Truthand
the Holy Spirit. There are, no doubt, many ways in which we
may be assisted by this triune spirit ministry, The loflowing
avenues are suggested as ways in which prayer may bring
spiritual help in problem solving,

I. New ideas or insights which result in changed attitudes
and'or actions that alter our Jives and the reactions of our
associates.

it .-’ku;mwntm1':1i1.hundiJ:naginutiﬂuaclh—atcps.}'uhulngi-:al
and spiritual resources which are able tochange body chemistry
and functions. Scientific rescarch is building incontrovertible
empirical evidence for the efficacious power of praver in the
healing process. Many medical schoals aid physicians now
openly recognize prayer as a significant modality iy healing

Visualizing in praver that particles, atoms. cells, organs,
functions, and the cntire body and mind are being perfectly
renewed 15 an effective healing resource. These changes
appear to be mimculous only because we are largely ignorant
of universe laws which enable psychological-spirital activities
to change body functions when fully underginded by faith
visualization and creative imagery,

3. Possible greater utilization of latent extrasensory
capacities: telepathy, clairvovance, precognition, and
psychokinesis. In unusual situations and times of crisis we
observe the association of praverand exceplional perception,
awareness, and other unusual events,
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4. The activity of angels or other superhuman beings to
minister (o needs and bring help which is sought through
prayer. The ministry of Seraphic Guardians may be more
extensive than we realize, Such events may take place more
[requently in extremely critical situations or when larger
providential purposes are served,

5. Prayer may enable us to use channels, cnergy fomms, or
laws unknown to us, We are learning that entities are often
contected even though widely separated in space. In the
quantum world of physics we know that particles are connected
even when distantly separated. Space, itappears, is filled with
fields —invisible structures thatare indigenoustothe universe.
There 15 considerable evidence that there are mental and
spiritual fields or energy lanes that link and influence peaple
AcIoss space. Sometimes itappears that prayer brings about a
myslerious coordination of people and events

Any orall of these methods of ministry may be involved in
prayerful problem solving. Sometimes prayer enables us to
find approaches toourdifficulties which were notavailable 1o
us through analytical-rmtional-creative thinking. At other
times we find that prayer does not bring those ideas, attitudes,
or actions which alter the extemal conditions of the problem,
It is suill there in all its temrible reality. But even in these
situations prayer is spiritually efficacious. It is a dynamic
spiritual fellowship which inspires creative attitudes and
courage, enabling us to live with even the most difficult
problems such as persomal deficiencies, tragedy:, imjustice,
pain, and death.

Chne of the mest difficilt questions associated with
praverfil probles sofving is the place of inter: SOV
praver. fsiva legitinate spiritual technigue for helping
otfersor onlva psychological-social way of e Ypressing
aur concern for their welfare?

Une of the mostdifficult questionsassociated with prayerful
problem solving is the place of intercessory prayer. Is it a
legitimate spiritual technique for helping others or only @
psychological-social way of expressing our concem for their
welfare? Certainly intercessory prayer cannot be used to
manipulate people. God does not need to be informed of their
condition nor be persuaded to perform good deeds. God isour
loving Universal Father whose spinit indwells each of ws, and
we do not need saints, supermontal beings, or fellow mortals
interceding for us. Nevertheless, we are social beings and T
believe the indwelling Spint of God leads us to share in the
ministry to others through prayer.

.1L-a.use:ugagcdinintemummrg.'pmyarandurg-r.:dh:'sap-_ﬁllt;s
t pray for others. Jesus did not play spiritual sames. He was
sincere, forthright, and honest, and as a Creator Son he was
thoroughly conversant with universe laws and resources.
Jesus™ attitude toward and practice of intercessory prayer
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Praverful Problem Solving, cont.
assures us that there are channels through which we can
minister to others through prayer. :

Furthermore, thereare many double-blind scientilic studies
demonstrating the efficacionsness of intercessory prayer in
healing. Cither scientific studies show the influence of praver
on enzymes, fungi, bacteria, and cells. It is my assumption
that there are mental and spiritual fields orenergy lanes which
can be accessed through prayver toundergird others; and inour
personal relationshipwith God there ts al ways the opportunity,
within God s loving discretion, (o share in personal divine
ministration 1o those in our loving concern.

{t 15 muy axswnption that there are mental and spirifial
fields or energv lanes which can be accessed through
praver 1o undergird others; and in otr personal
relationship with Gad there is abways the opportunity,

Regardless of its effect, we spontaneously pray for those
we love. Thers is great valoe in the psychological-social
ramifications of intercessory praver. There is evidence,
however, thatintercessory prayver has more thanantosuggestive
orsociosuggestive validity, [fthisisso, how doweunderstand
this form of ministry? One explanation i3 that our extrasensony
capacitics have the ahility 10 enter other minds and bring
comfort, strength, and love. Another possibility is that God
nod only gives us the opportunity to be co-partners with him
inshaping ourown lives, but, a5 we have intimated, may have
created spintual channels throwgh which we are pnvileged to
be co-ministers with him in helping others within the limits of
their spiritual antonomy

Inconcluding ourthinkingabout prayerful problemsolving,
we should remember that the stimulus of problems is basicto
personal and spinmal growth. Problems are really opporiunities

for development and service. There are, therelore, mherent
limits to problem selving in the evolutionary universe. These
limitations are germane toour glorious destiny and the guality
of spintual perfection which we are forging out between the
hammers of anguish and the anvils of necessity here on planet
earth,

The best pleture of the efficacious use of prayeris toobserve
the prayer life of Jesus:

Jesus never prayed as a religious duty: T'o him prayer was
a sincere expression of spintual attitude, a declaration of sou
loyalty, a recital of perscnal devotion, an expression of
thanksgiving, an avoidance of emotional lension., a prevention
of conflict, an exaltation of intellection, an ennoblement of
desire, a vindication of moral decision, an énriclment of
thought, an invigoration of higher inclinations, a consecration
of impulse, a clarification of viewpoint, a declaration of faith,
a tmnscendental surrender of will, a sublime assertion of
confidence, a revelation of courage, the proclamation of
diseovery, a confession of supreme devotion, the validation of
consecration, atechmique for the adjustment of difTiculties, and
the mighty mobilization of the combined soul powers 1o
withstand all human tendencies toward selfishness, evil, and
sin. He lived just such a life of prayerful consecration (o the
doing of his Father's will and ended his life tnumplantly with
Jjust such a prayer. The secret of his unparalleled reli gious life
was this consciousness of the presence of God; and he attained
it by intelligent prayer and sincere worship—unbroken
commumion with God—and not by leadings, voices, visions,
or extraordimary religious practices, (L, B. p. 2089)

Meredith Sprunger is a United Church of Clrist
minister and college teacher, retived, and editor of
The Spiriiual Fellowship Journal,

Urantia Book Resources

Clyde Bedel] { 1898-1985), a widely recognized author and speaker in the field of advertising, over many years
compiled anindex-concordance of words, concepts, ideas, topics, and themes found in The Urantia Book. He published
the first edition of the Concordex in 1971, The third edition came out in 1986 and has over 110,000 references. The
Concerdex is an indispensable research tool for finding passages and studying topics in The Urantia Book,

Dr. Duane L. Faw, Professor of Law emeritus of Pepperdine University School of Law, spent six years compiling
a parallel and harmony of The Uraniia Book and the Bible. The Pargmeny was published in 1986 and contains 25,000
cross-references revealing the similarities and difTerences between the facts and concepts of these two greal books,
Dir, Faw hasbeena teacher of adult Bible classes for 40 years and a centified lay speakerin the United Methodist Church
for over 23 vears. The Paramiony is an essential reference (ool for studying relationships between The Urantia Book
and the Bible,

The Uversa Press edition of The Urantia Boek | the Pathways edition of The Life and Teachings of Jesus, the
Concordex, and the Paraniony can be purchased from The Good Cheer Press, P, O, Box 1876+, Boulder, C0O BOG03
(1-800-767-3683).

An exhaustive Urantia Beok Concerdance was published by the Urantia Foundation in 1993, I your local
bookstore does not carry The Urantia Book or The Urantia Book Concordance, they can be ordered from the Lrantia
Foundation, 533 Diversey Parkway, Chicago, IL 60614 (1-888-872-6842). The Urantia Foundation also publishes
French, Spanish, and Finnish editicns of The Urantic Book.
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