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The Spiritual Fellowship of Students of The Urantia Book

A Spiritnal Leadership Network Interested in The Drantia Book as a Resource in Living,
Creative Service, Teaching, Preaching, and Writing.

Guiding Network Principles
1. We believe The Urantia Book can make a significant contribution to the stimulation of
spiritual creativity in churches, synagogues, and other religious institutions and their people.

2. Webelieve that ai the present stage of spiritual development it is wise for ministers, pricsis,
and rabbis o use The Uraniia Book as a resource for preaching and teaching rather than
referming to the book itselfl or directing atlention (o it. Almost every concept in The Uraniia
Book can be associated with some theologian, philosopher, or scientist in the past or present.

3. We believe that, although one should not be secretive about interestin The Urantia Book,
one should use discretion in recommending it to people. The light of enhanced truth can
frighten and blind as well as guide and illuminate,

4, We belicve The Uranria Book's claim to a revelatory source and sialus is not germane (o
its usefulness in the presentation of spiritual truth, Truth has an inherent appeal, regardless of
ils source, and can be used to enrich one's preaching, teaching, and living,

5. W believe the Spint of God works among us in a differential and evolutionary manner,
(herefore, we recognize that for whatever reason some clergy may nol wish 1o read and
critically evaluate The Uraniia Book. This diversity should in no way stand &5 a barmer 10 our
mutual respect, [ellowship, and love,

6.  We believe the leavening process of creativity stimuolated by The Urantia Book should be
ecumenical in nature.

1. We believe The Urantia Book will eventually be recognized by the great majority of the
world's religious leaders as one of the most constructive spintual messages our world has
received since Jesus' ministry on earth.

Metwork Recommendations

1. Read the entire Uraniia Book 10 get iis sweeping universe view of reality, Many of us
starled reading the book at Part TV, The Lile and Teachings of Jesus. If you should like to get
a quick overall view of the book you might read “The Gift of Revelation,” a twenty-two page
summary of the basic facts and truths of The Urantfa Book.

2. Havethe Concordex of The Lirantia Book available 10 help in researching topics on which
you are preaching or ieaching.

3. Usethe Pargmewy, which is a parallel and harmony of the Bible and The Uratita Book, 1o
locate Lraniia Book material on the Biblical lext you are using in sermon preparalion.
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Signs of a Spiritual Renaissance

Las! year Henry Grunwald, former U. 5, ambassador 1o
Anstria and former editor-in-chief of Thne, wrote an aricle [or
Time catitled, “The Year 2000: Is it the End—or Just the
Beginning?” Following the fall of communism and new
international arrangements, Grunwald says, “We are wil-
nessing the end, oratleast the decline, of an age of unbeliefand
beginning what may be a new age of faith.” Managemen!
guru, Peter Dricker, says the 2151 century has already arnved.
It is “totally new and dynamic—and we arc quite unprepared
forit”

The new age of [aith which is struggling 1o be born is a
recopnition of the limitations of modemism that rejected
ontological transcendence (supernaturalism) and accepted
the scientific world view &s definitive. Traditional Christian
conceptions of reality are equally disappointing. Fundamen-
talism, as Bishop John Spong (Rescuing the Bible from Fun-
damentalism) eloquently demonstrates, is inielleciually un-
tenable. Liberalism is often little more than a camoulaged
version of secular humanism lacking in & transcendent view
of spiritual reality. Mainline Christianity, concentrating on
social action and institution building in the place of spintual
nourishment and the saving message of the gospel, has been
steadily losing members and influence.

The new age of fuith which is strugeling to be born
is a recognition of the limitations of modernism that
rejected ontological franscendence (supernatrafism)
and accepted the scientific world view as defthinve.

The best hope for the revitalization of the church and the
flowering of a new spiritual renaissance, [ believe, is found in
the superlative teachings of The Urantia Book. lis expanded
view of spiriteal reality and inspiring presentation of the lite
and teachings of Jesus will establish a new ageof faith. During
the last thirty-five years only the most progressive and cou-
rageous clergy have seriously examined the book, There is a
modest Clergy Network which has discovered its rich mine of
spiritual resourees for preaching and teaching. But the power
structures of the Christian elergy have treated The Urantia Book
with deliberate and benign indifference.

What does this mean forthe future of the Christian Church
Change should, indeed, be ciutious and slow. Bul indifter-
ence is the road 1o spiritual stagnation. Will the church, in

| since the gospel proclamations of Jesus, take the path of the
synagogue in his day, and lose its ppporunity 1o be the carmer
of the “good news™ 1o humankind in the future?

The best hope for the revitalization of the church and
the flowering of a new spirineal renaissance, I believe,
is found in the superlative teachings of The Urantia
Book, Its expanded view of spirinal reality and inspir-
ing presentation of the life and teachings of Jesus will
estabiish a new age af faith.

Will the progressive evolution of religion be carried for-
wird by new religious institutions as yet unborn? There are
growing number of people who are searching for identity and
fellowship in an open church where new ideas are welcome.
Crver 200,000 Urantia Books are circulating in our culiure,
and 1 repeatedly hear these readers of the book say they are
Jooking for a churchwhere they fecl comforiable. The relative
indifterence of the power structure of the Christian Church o
the expanded spintual vision of this seminal book may be
creating aspiritual vacuum that will resultin the adventofnew
religious institutikons.

-MIS

More About Jesus

There is a remarkable degree of unanimity shoul Jesus
among contemporary Christians, Last year Interchurch Fea-
{ures commissioned a random selection survey of 6,000
readers of the official news publications of eight mainline
denominations. Within the common circle of agreement,
however, there were some interesting differences.

The United Church of Christ, which takes pride in being a
non-creedal, non-hierarchical denomination, was the group
maost often dissenting from the norm. They disagreed more
than others o the questions: Is Jesus the son of God? Did he
rise from the dead? and, Will he come again? United Church
of Christ members tend to see Jesus as more human than do
members ofather denominations. Over 509 of United Church
of Christ and Roman Catholic people believe there are paths
10 salvation other than believing in Jesus,

Over (he centuries, the stature of Jesus keeps growing
throughout the world. People in all of the religions of the
world, such as Mahatma Gandhi, are recognizing the high
quality of Jesus” life, cven while disagreeing with the dogmas
of Christianity. Everyone from the “Death of God" thealo-
ginns (o secular humanists are magnifying the signiticance of
Jesus 1o our comimon life. More best selling novels have been
written about Jesus than any other personality.

This brings me to ponder the question as 1o why the T00

lgnoning; = mesl dyra T IR EISSREE 10/ 8 o | page lifc and teachings of Jesus in The Urantia Book , the most
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inspiring life of Jesus everwrtten, is viriually unknown in our
culture? The answer, [ believe, is obvious, 11 is a part of a book
purporing 1o be the Fifth Epochal Revelation to humankind.
Az such, itis feared and shonned.

If this life and teachings of Jesus had been published by
nself as @ novel written by a well known author, it would be
the mge of church leaders as well as secular, literary people!
Unfortunately, this has been the fate of new truth and epochal
revelation on ourworld, But, doubt nol, st will one day become
the touchstone of a new spintual renaissance!

I this life and teachings of Jesus had been published
by itself as a novel written by a well nown auihor, it
wonld be the rage of church leaders as well as secular,
literary people!

"The time is ripe 1o witness the figumive resurrection
of the human Jesus [rom his bunal tomb amidst the
theological and religious dogmas of nincteen centuries,
Jesus of Nazareth must no longer be sacrificed o even the
splendid concepts of the glonfied Chnst. What a iran-
scendentservice if, throughthis revelation, the Sonof Man
should be recovered from the tomb of imditional theology
and be presented i the living Jesus 1o the church that bears
his name, and 1o all other religions!" (p, 20940)

-5

“When we are tempted 1o magnify our self-impaor-
tance, it we stop to contemplate the infinity of the
greatness and grandeur of our Makers. our own self-
glonlication becomes sublimely ridiculous, even verg-
mg on the homorous, One of the functions of humar s
t help all of us take ourselves less seriously. Humor is
the divine antidote for exaliation of epn.” (549:3)

“We canno judge religion by the status of its accom-
panying civilization; we had betler estimate the real
naturc of a civilization by the purity and nobility of its
religion. Many of the world's most nofable religious
teachers have been virtually unletiered, The wisdom of
the world in not necessary 10 an excrcise of saving faith
in eremal realities.” (1127:6)

*Someday a reformation in the Christian church may
strike deep enough 1o get back 1o the unadulterated
religion of Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith.
You may pregeh a religion abot Jesus, but, perforce,
you must live the religion af Jesus.” (2091:5)
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On Possible and Impossible Thoughts |
|

Omne of the ideas that many thoughtful people find a
slumbling block when they [t begin reading the The
Uiransia Book is the question ofthe exisicnee of other universe
intelligences. Nol only do the number and nature of this
hiermrchy of beings sirain our comprehension, but the very
tdea strikes many as more than a little improbable and
EROErC.

Why should anyone be inclined to believe in such things?
We haven't yet been able o establish beyond a doubt the
existence of other plancts like our own, let alone other beings
like ourselves, And the discession of other orders of beings
sounds like the work of gnostic imagination or science fRotion,
something many people find very difficult to believe, if not
absurd.

I would like 1o suggest, however, that perhaps we have it
just backwards concerning what is truly absurd orimpossible
1o believe, and | would call upon evidence from both the
scientific and the religious communities 10 support this view.

The scientific communily s rapidly accumulating evi-
denee that life in other pans of the universe not only just might
exist, but probably does exist. While the issue is not yet
settled, the evidence for the formation of other solar sysiems
and planets is increasing rapidty. Many scientists now believe
that planets like our own are probably more common than we
once thought. At any rate, given the absolutely staggernng size
of the universe that we now know exists, even the slightest
odds for the possibility of life elsewhere gets multiplied into
the vinually incvitable.

P would ke o suggest, fowever, that perfiaps we
e it just backwandy concerning what s oruly abswnd
ar impossitle io believe, and P'would call upon evidence
fram bath the sciensific and the religious communities
fey support fhis view

One of the world's leading astronomers, Fred Hoyle,
argues that the processes that give nse to life simply cannot
be confined to this planet, In fact, he believes that life on eanh
iself was seeded by contact with organic matérial from
comels, The idea sounded wildly speculative jusi a few years
ago, but his thesis of the presence of organic material in
comels has now been clearly confirmed.

lam supggesting that we are moving oward a time when the
evidence from astronomy and other sciences will push us 1o
the point where belief in other intelligent life in the universe
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Interface, cont.
& not only possible, but is the anly reasonable one. Not 1o
believe so will become increasingly difficult, if not absurd,
The next siep, however, is much wuagher. Theidea of other
orders of beings, such as angels, or divine overseers, s not
only quite oulside the realm of scientific confirmation, bul
remains for many in the religious community itself a quite
impossible thought. This i true even though the Judeo-
Christian tradition has long assumed their exisience. Both the
(Nd and New Testaments give ample testimony of such, from
the affirmation of divine visilation 1o Abraham 1o Jesus'
affirmation of the watchcare of guardian angels. From the
philosophical idea of a “great chain of being ™ 1o Faith aflirma-

tions of God's gracious purposes in Creation, from Anstotle |

to Aquinas 1o Karl Barth, persons of faith and reason have
affirmed the possibility and probability of other and higher
orders of being,

I am suggesing that we are moving toward a fime
when the evidence from astronomy and other scietces
will presh s ro the point where beliefin ather intelligenr
life in the universe is nor only possible, bt is the gily
regsonahie gre, Mot fo believe so will becomne increas-
ingly difficult, if nos absurd,

That such beliefs have changed for s0 many people in the
pows, a8 well as the secular world in general, demonstrates
how thomoughly we have bought into the philosophy of
scientific materalism, Ironically, we have 4 situation where
vitst numbers of churchgoers should not allow, by their own
secular philosophical assumplions, even the possibility of
God, ketalone that of angels, et al. Such things for them are by
definition mythical and unreal. This contradiction of beliefs,
[ think, forces many people into a kind of religious schizo-
phrenia in order 1o maintain two incompatible views of
reality.

Interestingly, this 18 a1 @ ime when our posi-modem word
seems rapidly moving beyond such a constricted view poini,
realicing the assertion that only the matenal world is real s
itself a dogmatic assumption—a metaphysical theory in its
own right that science can neither prove nor disprove.

In additiom, scientists are incTeasingly expressing a more
balanced perspective, allowing for the properconsideration of
philosophy and theology in areas that science cannot ade-
quately address—including positing the necessily of intelli-
gence behind it all,

Hoyle asserts that, *... the reésult we have now amived at,
namely the logical need for intelligence in the universe, i also
consistent with the tenets of most of the major religions of the
world."! Further, he says, “The general belief that is common
to all religions is that the Universe, particulardy the world of
life, was created by a "being " of incom prehensibly magnified
human-type intelligence. Tt would be fair to say that the

i

overwhelming majonty of humans who have ever Iived on
this planct would have instinctively accepied this point of
view in some form, otally and without reservation. Inview of
the thesis of this book, it would seem 1o be almost in the nature
of our genes 1o be able 1o evolve a consciousness of precisely
this kind, almostas if we ane creatures destined 10 perceive the
truth relating Lo our origins in an instinctive way,”
Similarly. Paul Davies, in his recent book, The Mind of
Gad, speaks of how extmondinary it is that human beings can
look and reflect so deeply inlo the secrets of the universe:

.glimpsing the mules on which it runs. How we have
become linked into this cosmic dimension s a mysicry.
Yel the linkage cannol be denied.

What does it mean? Whatis Manthat we might be party
izsuch privilege? I eannct believe that ourexistience inthis
universe is a mere quirk of faie, an accident of history, an
incidental Blip in the gres cosmic drams,  Our involve-
ment is too intimate,.. . We are truly meant 1o be here.®

As we explore deeper and deeper into the mysteries of life,
we seem increasingly forced to acknowledge the truth T 5.
Elliot so well expressed: “Man is man because he can recog-
nize supernatural realities, not beeause he can invent them.
Either everything in man can be traced a5 a development from
below, or something must come from above.”

Baoth scientisis and religionisis have often been gty of
ignoring the insights of the other. In a recent editorizl in Sky
and Telescope, astronomer and physics (eacher Chet Raymao
reflects on the recent papal declaration concerning the Galileo
alfairin 1633, Following a 13 year investigation, (he church
concluded ithad erred in condemning Galileo, stating that this
had resulled from a “tragic mutual incomprehension,” aml
this unfortunately became the symbol of the church’s sup-
posed rejection of scientific progress.

Inrerestingly, this is af a time when our post-modern
world seents rapidly moving bevand such a consfricted
viewpeins, realizing the assertion that only the maserial
world is real Is el a dogmalic assumpiion—a metd-
plevsical theary in its own right that science can neither
prove nov disprove.

The author suggests the rejection has not been, nor is istill,
just *supposed.” He relates Steven Hawking's account of 4
papal avdience at the Vatican when Hawking and other
leading cosmologists were told 11 was alnght o sludy creation
after the Big'Bang but not the Big Bang isell because the
moment af creation was the work of God.

Raymo points out the danger of religion continuing to look
for God in the gaps of science, and sugpests, prophetically, |
think. that il is better 1w identily God with our knowledge
rather than ourignorance. He also points oul thata photograph
accompanying the story of the church's admission of erroein
condemning Galileo showed the Pope:
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~dressed in Renaissance garb sitting on a Renaissance
throne in a Renaissance palace, surmounded by other men
(no women) also dressed in Renaissance clothes. All that
wis missing wis the T0-year-okd man on his knees on the
marble floor, The photogmaph is symbaolic... orthodox
theology and science remain essemially a1 odds.*

Dwould suggest it is also symbolic of the mind sei of mast
religionisis ioday, and not just the orhodox. 1am convinced
that someday our present view of such things, from the
standpoint of either religion or science, will seem sadly
quaint. ¥e poke fon of those who still believe in a flat canh,
but cur own view of greater life in the universe—not only like
ours and below oors, but beyond ours—is just as parochial,
Our knowledgpe of the material universe has expanded enor-
mously since the time of Galileo, but our spirffial cosmalogy
remains steadfastly pre-Copernican: we view God's spiritual
domain, and therefore that of his Son, as thatof the earth, and
likely no whene else.

{am convinced that someday our present view of
sueht things, from the standpaint af either religion or
sctence, will seem sadly quaint. ... Our mowledge of
the praterial pniverse fas expanded enormously since
the time of Galileo, it our spiritual casmalogy re-
miins steadfasily pre-Capernican: we view God's
spuritual demnain, and therefore that of his Son, as that
af the earth, and no where else.

Ironically, it may be science again that jogs us from our
parochial undersianding 1o a more prophetic one. What ever
happened to Isaiah's majestic vision of God, who numbers all
the worlds and calls them by name?

I would conclude by asking again: in light of both our
religious and scientific understandings, which is more possi-
bie o believe—hat there is likely 4 vast assemblage of
intelligences in the universe, or that God, having no more
imagination or love or greater purpose in mind, has created an
unfathomably enormous universe and limited the expenment
of life to this one small planet?

I find the frst quite reasonable and plausible; T find the
stcond increasingly absurd. The appearance of The Urantia
Book seems timed 1o deal with the fnevitable force of our
growing knowledge and the necessity of a greater vision of
God's plan for all Creation.

*Fred Hoyleand Chandra Wickmmasinghe, Cosmic Life Force
(MNew York, Paragon House, 19440), p, 143,

hid, p. 144.
*Paul Davies, The Mind of God, (New York, Simon and
Schuster, B92), p. 232,
* Chet Ravmo, Righting Galileo's “Wrong, ™ in Sky and
Telescope, March 1993, p. 5.
-Merlyn Cax
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The Urantia Book
and Spirifual Renewal

This column feanires personal responses to The
Lirguitia Book by both lay and clergy readers,

My Mind-Expanding Experience with
The Urantia Book
Sue Tennant

Seventeen years ago. The Urantia Book beckoned 1o me
Froman obscure shelfina privaie library. Whata strange book
it seemned., over two thousand pages of prodigious names and
profuse details! Afterflipping through the pages I was curious
about a section on the life and teachings of Jesus. What began
fier me was a stary 50 compelling in its use of language and
sense of authenticily that | could barely tear myself away 1o
cat or sleep.

In the months that followed other sections were read very
slowly and very thomonghly because much of the information
was so new Lhat Toften [eltskeplical. Eventually the foreign-
ness of the book dissipated and T began 1o view it cautiously
as one might 3 unique and adventuresome friend. For two
years, this friend gave me a profound appreciation of the
spiritual potential of human heings. Reading The Urantia Book
was privaie, personal, and thrilling, in fact the most wonderful
expenience of my life, and though 1 craved o discuss it, I failed
10 find anyone inlerested in senous stody.

Reading The Urantia Book was private, personal,
and thrifling, in fact the most wonderful experience of
my life, and though I craved o discuss i, [ failed to
fnnd anvere interesied in serious study,

As reading continved, amazing questions surfaced from
deep within me, then answers would suddenly appear on the
book's pages, followed by new questions emerping. This
process of asking and then discovering answers seemed
tailor-made for learning. My mind siretched. Visualizing the
distamt past and the elernal future and thinking in complex
absiractions became easierwith tme. Deity concepts, principles
of universe patlem, evolutionary purpose and spintual valoes
became real and relevant in my life. [ began 1o live more
loyally tomy own ideals and look some seemingly huge steps
in faith. Tt was clear that | would spend the rest of my life
sharing The Uraniia Book and i1s teachings because this was
truly something extraordinary—an incomparable revelation
of the reality and purpose of God.




My Mind Expanding Experience, covl.

In time, connections were made with other readers and
study groups &nd numerous conferences for students of The
Uragntia Book became an important part of my life. [ began 10
understand 1hat at the wvery least, this book would help
facilitate the conceplual changes needed 10 solve the urgent
spiritual, social, economic, and political problems of our
world. Ourconflicting diversities need a transcendent unifying
principle and new spiritual inspiration if global progress is to
oocur, The rool cause of divisiveness 1s the fuluee of individ-
uals 1o understand their commeon spiritual potential, the factof
the indwelling presence of God, the seurce of unity and love.
Our world desperately needs a new vision of reality. How
imponant it is to share with humankind the good news that an
unprecedented vision of God is porimyed in The Urantia Book,
and that unimagined creative opportunilies wserve the whole
human family are revealed in its insights with stunning
clarity!

Sue Temnant ariended Wycliffe College, Torowmio
School of Theology, and is presently completing her
fimal vear at The New Seminary in NYC. She is a
former Tovonto publicist and author of “Crossing
Cufrures in Business, ”

InTime to Eternity

This is the day that the Lord has made and we
are glad in it.

Rejoice for ours is the wealth of the Kingdom
of the Lord.

For we are allogether rich in spint and strong
in faith.

This is the week the Lord has made and we
grow in it daily.

Rejoice for ours is the understanding of
universal living.

For we have become brothers and sisters of
the cne Lord,

This 5 the month the Lord has made to can:
for others.

Rejoice for ours is the expericnce of the
highest love.

For we have undersiood that wo share s itsel [
to live.

This is the year that the Lord has made for us.

Rejoice in the joy of our undersianding and
EX PECIENCE.

For we have found His guidance o be
sulficient and troe.

This is the life that the Lord has given us and
we arc glad!

Rejoice that we are under the waich care of
the Sovereign!

For we have become one under His love and
shed our solation from each other forever and
forever!

For we have stumbled in our imperfection:

In our solitude we have separated ourselves
from His truth.

In our aloncness we have expenienced the
impotence of our ego,

In our isolation we have been blind to the
cause of love,

In our arrogance we have refused to care for
our [ellows.

In our selfishness we have found a lerrible
empliness

and there is no health in us, for we are lost

without the guiding love of the Father.

And vet, in divine compassion:

He extends His mercy and forgiveness in
elernal measure.

He pours out His love even o all of humanity.

He enriches our lives that we may know His
truth.

He prants us eternal life in the viclory of our
faith.

What a miracle!’ What a miracle!

Indeed, this is the day the Lord has made.

Let us rejoice and be glad in it—forever and
ever! Amcn!

-Byrdestin
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Some Human Sources
of The Urantia Book

Malthew Block

The authors of The Urantia Book acknowledge the im-
portance of using human sources wherever possible in pre-
senting new revelation. On pages 16 and 17 of the Forewond
they el us;

We may resort to pure revelationonly when the concept
af presentation has had oo adequate previous expression
by the human mind.

Successive planetary revelations of divine truth invari-
ably embrace the highest existing concepis of spiritual
values as a par of the new and enhanced co-ordinstion of
planctary knowledge. Accordingly, in making these pre-
sentations about God and his universe associates, we have
selecied as the basis of these papers more than onc thou-
sand human concepts representing the highest and most
advanced planetary knowledge of spirfiual values and
universe meanings. Wherein these human concepts, as-
sembled from the God-knowing monals of the pastand the
présent, arc inadequale o porray the truth as we are
directed 1o reveal it, we will unhesitatingly supplement
them, for this purpose drawing upon our own supenos
knowledpe of the reality and divinity of the Paradise
Deiies and their irarscendent residential wniverse.

The director of the commission authorzed 0 present the
lite and teachings of Jesus, which is recorded in the last section
of The Uransia Book, informs us;

In carrying 0wl my commission to restate the teachings
and retell the doings of Jesus of Mazareth, | have drawn
freely wpon all sources of record and planeiary
mformation...As far as possible [ have derived my infor-
mation from purely human sources, Only when such
sources filed, have [ resored to those reconds which ane
superhuman... The memoranda which [ have
collected. . embrace thought gems and superior concepls
of Jesus's teachings assembled from more than o
thousand human beings...In many ways [ have served
miore as 8 collector and editor than as an onginal narrator.

(p- 1343)

Manystudentsof The Liraniia Book have been intrigued by
these references 1o human sources and have sought 1o track
these sources down. Until recently, however, the findings
were meager, consisting mainly of passages from the waorld's
sacred scriplures. A few modern books had been identified as
sources (e.p., The Religion of Jesus by Walter E. Bundy, 4
Freface to Christian Faith in a New Age by Rufus M. Jones
and The Dawn of Conscience by James Henry Breasted), but
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notenough to prove (that books had Ggured largely among “the
sources ol record and planetary information” alluded to by the
revelators, Most readers have supposed that the revelators

| accessed some sorl of celestial concept regisiry or memory

bank to locale approprite human concepts and expressions,
only drwing on published sources in exceptional cases.

Tn 1991 & couple of groups of Urantia Book readers de-
cided, independently of each other, 1o collect all the human
sources found so far. As a member of one of these groups, [
ook on the tesk of reading the above mentioned books
carciully in order o glean all the pamllel passages. As [ read,
| began 1o see that the parallels were far more extensive than
previously realized. This led me tosurmise that the revelators”
use of books was not so extraordinary after all.

Afew months later. while doing research fora paperon The
Uranita Book's treatment of mee and cugenics, 1 happened
upon BV Cowdry's Hiuman Biology and Racial Welfare.
Published in 1930, this book twmed oult 10 be another unmis-
takable source. This discovery, which occumed in the spring
of 1992, spurred me on 10 conduct 8 concentrated search for
oifier spurce hooks,

Many snwdents of The Urgniig Bogk have been in-
triguesd by these references to human sotrces and have
sotight to Irack these sources down, Uil recently,
however, the findings were meager; consisting maimly
of passages from the world's sacred scripaires.

Below 5 a list of nineleen books which comprise the
sources | have collecied so far. All of these books, with a few
exceptions nived i the hist, contain sentences, paragraphs, or
even whole chaplers whose phrasings and organization of
thoughts or information are so closely paralleled in The
Lirantia Book as to strongly supgest their use as source
matenals by the revelators. Most were discovered in librarics
and used book stores in the Chicago asea during the spring,
summer, and fall of 1992, in the course of my research.

The research, so far, has been very fruitful mainly because
none of these books were obscure. They were all writien by
duthorities in their respective felds, oflen by professoms from
prominent American universities, and many were reviewed in
the popularand academic press. The book titles themselves
were often giveaways; by their very litles, for instance, [
targeted Purposive Evelurdon and The Architectire of the
Lhniverse (listed below) as likely primary sources. It is quite
prohable thal many more books by American scholars of the
early 20th century will be identified as sources. [t may also be
that writings from other penods and milieus will prove to be
similarly rich in source malcrials,

These hooks cover many felds, including religion, philos-
ophy, archacology. physics, astronomy, and history. The
revelators explicitly acknowledge using the highest human
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Hitrman Sources, cont,

concepls and insights pertaining 10 God and the seven supe-
runiverses [ p. 17) and 1o the life and teachings of Jesus (p.
1343). But it seems strictly in keeping with their purposes to
cull from otherareas &s well, since mention is made on p. 1123
that: “Revelation unifies history, co-ordinates geology, as-
tromomy, physics, chemistry, biology, sociology, and psy-
chology.” In their effort 1o produce a “new and enhanced co-
ordination of planetary. knowledge™ (p. 17), involving the
unification and integration of religion, science, and philoso-
phy, it makes sense that the revelators would incorporate
human understandings in all of these ancas.

Sy fiar we have traced parallels in about fifty of the Urantia
Papers. One book alone, Grigin and Evolution of Religion by
Yale professor E. Washbumn Hopkins, figures in twelve. [
estimate that writings poblished before 1936 arc used in about
one-third of Paris | and Il and in at least two-thirds of Paris [11
and IV, Most of these works will probably be found within the
next few years. Evcntually we will be able 1o map oul the
whole Urantia Book according to which parts are original
with the book and which are not. And, again, this will not be
oo difficult since the eveliors, while studiously avoiding
word-lor-word bormowings, made no attempt o disguise their
sources by departing widely from the original human expres-
SIS,

Clearly, these findings are of great importance to scrious
Urantia Book readers. In addition to providing further sub-
stantiation of the revelators” acknowledgemenis, they spark
new insights into what this revelation really is, and how hu-
man and superhuman voices and viewpoinis ingerface in its
production. As we gain a better grasp of how onginal it is (in
11s function as of pure revelation), and how derivative it is (in
115 tunction of presenting superbuman restatements of human
coneepls and expressions), we will be better able to sec how
the revelation positions itself with regard 10 evolutionary
human knowledge, wisdom, and faith,

Aswe gain a better grasp af haw ariginal it is (in its
function as of pure revelation), and kow derivative it
i (in fis funchion of presenting superhuman resiare-
menis of heiran concepis and expressions ), we will be
better able to see how the revelation positions itself
with regard to evalutionary human knowledge, wisdom,
ol frrith

My own expenience has taught me that, &5 a resuli of my
former ignorance and underestimation of early 20th century
thought, my sense of this pasitioning had been skewed. 1T
unfamiliar with & concept or a piece of information presented
in the papers—especially if it struck me as uncommonly
beautitul, brilliant , or incisive—I would usually assume it
wits omginal with The Urantia Book, linle realizing that it
might have been common knowledge, insome form or other,

10

by some people of earlier generations. Bat in becoming more
tamiliarwith thought trends of that period and others, and with
the discovery of mone human sources, ['ve come o a betler
appreciation of the higher reaches of human thought reflected
in the book, and can now begin 10 give the book's human side
its proper due.

Along with this heightened recognition of the book's
human component has come an awareness of how brilliantly
the revelators re-worked these sources 10 serve their own
purpases. In comparing the source materials with the come-
sponding passages in The Uirannia Boof, [am continually struck
by the presenters’ ingenious ability to seamlessly inlegrate
human ohservations with revelatory supplementation or cor-
rection. Time and again they prove themselves deft and
creative editors, performing the difficull task of remaining
true o the original expression while at the same time slightly
allering il 1o make the re-worded sentence (8) more congruent
wilh revealed teachings.

Along with this keightened recognition of the book s
human component has come an awareness of how
brillianily the revelators re-worked these sources fo
serve their own purposes, fn comparing the source
metterials with the cormesponding pessages in The Uran-
g Boak, I am continually struck by the preseniers”
ingenious ability to seamlessly integrate fuiman obser-
virtions with revelatory supplemeniation or correction.

e

One illusimtion of this technique will suifice for the
purposes of the present essay. In his discussion of chemical
clements, WEG. Swann writes on page 64 of The Archi-
recire of the Unive

Staning fromany one ofthem [i.e., chemicalelemenis],
and noting soeme propeny siech & the melling point, for
example, the propery would change & we wenl along the
row, but as we continaed B would gradually come back 1o
the condition very similar 1o ilat which we staned.. The
eighth element was in many respects likethe first, the ninth
like the second, the tenth ke the third, and s0 on. Such a
stale of affairs point [s] not only 1o a vared internal
structure, bot also 1o a cerlain harmony in that variation
suggestive of some organized plan in building the slom.

Compare this with the paralle] passage on p. 480 of The
Llraiita Boak:

Staming from any one element, afler AoLNE some one
property, such a quality will change for six consecutive
elements, bt on reaching the eighth, it tends 10 reappear,
that is, the eighth chemically aciive element resembles the
first, the minth the second, and 50 on. Such a fact of the
physical world unmistakably points to the sevenfold con-
stitution of ancestral energy and & indicative of the fun-
damental reality of the sevenfold diversity of the creations
of time and space.
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Notice the carc and elegance with which the second
passage is restated, While retaining the original senlence
struciures and using similar wordings, the superhuman pre-
senter departs from the speculative tone of Swann's last
clanse, inserting & revedled statement of decisive significance
inits place. Scores of other examples of this technigue appear
in the books listed below; their cumulative effect is truly
astounding. Other pattems ol referencing, equally ingenious,
are also discernible; these will be brought forwand in later
essavs. (In this conngction, it should be noted that in the
listings, when I describe passapes in some of the books as
being “reproduced with little change” or “lightly rewntten,”
ele., the changes may be small in form bul quite significantin
subsiance.)

It must also be noted that these books havesomelimes been
of great helpin further understanding the papers that use them.
Oficn the presenters are obliged 1o present an abbreviated
treatment of & concept or & histery which is discussed at
greater length in the human source, For instance, my under-
standing of the book's puzzling allusion o “cosmic self-
maintenance” {p. 482) was greatly enhanced when 1 came
upon this concept presented at lengih in the Noble book (see
below). In light ol these benefits 1o the comprehension of hoth
content and context, [ feel it would be helpful for the reader-
ship to be made aware of these sources, and perhaps some of
these books with expired copyrights could be republished. Tt
would also be very helplul 1o scholars who will someday be
critically examining The Urantia Book.

The following listings are necessarily brief and incom-
plete. In the coming months [ intend o analyze some of these
books at greater length, detailing the often ingeniows wavs the
revelators make use of them, My main goals in each of the
essays will be: (1) 1o lay out the parallels between the book in
question and The Uraniia Book, (2) 10 show how the super-
human presenters enhanced the human statements with reve-
latory information or insights, and (3) 10 sce whether and how
the books shed light on the comesponding passages in The
Urantia Book. Tn the meantime, Tand other readers will be on
the lookout for more human sources. If anyone knows of
books notincluded in this list, [ would be very grateful to hear
from you.

Current Source Books

Aston, W, G. Shinte: The Way of the Gods. New York:
Longmans, Green, & Co., 1905.

Compare:The Urantia Book: Paper 131, *The World's
Religions,” section 7. Sentences from Aston's tmnslation of
the “Wa Rongo" collection of Shinto oracles, lightly rewriiten
of paraphrsed, constiluge the cntire selection of Ganid’s
abstract of Shinto.

Bishop, William Samuel. The Theofogy of Personaliny.
New York: Longmans, Green & Cao., 1926,
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Compare: Foreword, section 8, Although there appears 1o
be no superhuman lifling of contenl here, Bishop uses the
terms “irinity,” ** triunity,” and—amazingly— "A Trinity of
Trinities” in the exposition of his constructive theology.
These terms are completely re-worked in The Uranna Book.

Breasted, James Henry. The Dawn of Conscience. New
York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1933,

Compare: Paper 95, “The Melchizedek Teachings in the
Levant.” sections 2-53; Paper 111, “The Adjuster and the
Soul,” preamble, Breasted's analysis and assessments of early
Egvptian social idealism and religion—including the teach-
ings of Amenemope and Ikhnaton, the ka and the ba, Egypt’s
influence of the Hebrews—are incorporated into The Urartia
Boak"s cormesponding discussions,

Bundy, Walter E. The Religion of Jesus, Indianapolis: The
Bobbs-Merrill Co., 1928,

Compare: Paper 196, *The Faith of Jesus.” preamble,
seclions 1-2. Portions from every chapter of this book, whose
thesis i that the human Jesus founded the religion of personal
expenence and thatwe mustrecover the religion af Jesus from
the religion about Jesus, are defily concentrated in Paper 196,
with the retention of many of Bundy's exact wordings,

Bundy, Walter E. ©vir Recaveryaffesus, Indianapolis: The
Bobbs-Memill Co,, 1929,

Compare: Paper 196, “The Faith of Jesus,” preamble,
sections 1 and 2. A companion volume 1o the preceding book,
this one has matcrial that parallels paragraphs in Paper 196
which were not paralleled by the preceding book. The two
books ingether supply about 95%: of the basis of the preamble
and the first two sections. The last differs in tone and conten
and may be orginal with the midwayers.

Burton, Ermest DeWittand Matthews, Shailer. The Life of
Christ, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1900, 1927,

Compare; Part [V, passim. The content of this book does
not appear to be used, but mther its chapler and section titles.
Parafle] titles include: “The Crisis at Capernaum,” “Discourse
on Spiritual Freedom,” “The Widespread Fame of Jesus
[Christ].” *“The Man with the Withered Hand,” *“The Woman
Taken from Aduliery,” and “[More] Parables by the Sea”

Cowdry, E. V. editor. Human Biofogy & Racial Welfare.
New York: Paul B. Hoeber, Inc, 1930,

Compare: Paper 51, “The Planetary Adams,” section 4;
Paper 65, “The Overcontrol of Evolution,” section 2; Faper
#2, "The Evolution of Marmiage,” section 6. The revelatons
used essays by Hrdlicka, Conklin, and Davenport in their
discussions of race differences, the danpgers and benefits of
race mixing and the feasibility ofa modest eugenics program.

Edwards, Tryon, original compiler, The New Dictionary
of Thoughies. London & New York: Classic Publishing Co.,
[HM-1934 and later.
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FHiisniah Sesirces, cond.

Conpare; Paper 48, " The Morontia Life,” section 7. The
vast majority of the 28 “statlements of human philosophy™ in
the Morontia Mota section are taken well-nigh consecutively
from the [irst 35 pages of this 7350 page book, which is
armanged alphabetically by subject, The subjects from which
the revelators cull quotations include: Ability, Accident,
Action, Adversity, Affection, Affliction, Anger, ANXiely,
Arl, Aspiration, etc. These quoles are not reproduced verba-
tm in The Uraniia Book but are recast 50 as 1o have a more
cosmic and spiriual one.

Fosdick, Harry Emerson. The Hopeafthe World, New York
& London: Harper and Brothers, 1933,

Compare: Paper 171, *On the Way to Jerusalem,” section
7. “Goodness is effective only when it is aliractive,” on p.
1874, is the essence of Fosdick's sermon “The Fine Art of
Making Goodness Attrmctive,”

Frost, Ir., 5. E. compiler and editor. The Sacred Writings
af the Wirld's Great Religions. New York: The New Home
Libeary, 1943

Conrpare: Paper 131, “The Word's Religions.” This hoak
s & selection from previous—and unfortunately, uncited—
translations of vanows holy books. The Lrantia Book appears
o use the same translations of the Jain, Zoroastrian and
Confuctan wntings as Frost, as well as the Asion Shinio
translation. There is a remarkable overlap in the passages
stlected in the two books.

Hartshorne, Charles. Man"s Fision of God, Chicago:;
Willete, Clark, and Co,, 1941,

Cannpare: Forewond, section L Hanshorne's list of seven
concervable types of perfection is reproduced almost verba-
tim on p. 3 of The Urania Book. [ suspect that Hartshome
published an carlier (pre-1935) preseniation of this system in
a journal, su it may already have been in print before the
Foreword was written.

Hopkins, E. Washburn. Ovigin and Evolition of Religion.
New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1923,

Cenmprare: The whole Paper 85, “The Origins of Worship,"”
15 1aken directly from the first eight chapters of the book, each
seelion in the paper comes ponding almost exactly 1o a chapter
in the book. Paper 92, “The Later Evolution of Religion,”
incorporates some of Hopkins' commenis, as do Papers 86-
9. The preamble and section 1 of Paper 104, “Growth of the
Trinity Concepd,” are taken directly from Hopkins® chaplers
on *“The Triad,” “The Hindu Trnity,” “The Buddhistic Trin-
ity,” and “The Chrstian Trinity.,” This book is the mosi
exiensively used one in the list.

Jones, Rufus M. A Preface to Christian Faith in @ New
Age New York: Macmillan Co., 1932,
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Conpare: Paper 195, “Afier Penecost,” sections 5-10,
Every chapierof the book is used in the revelators” discussions
of Chrsstanity 's struggle 0 awaken foits spiritual mission in
the face of modem secularism and its own institutional short
comings, Virlually every paragraph of section 10, “The
Future,” is drvn consecutively from the last halt of this book.

Jones, Rufus M. The fnner Life. New York: Macmillan Co,
1916,

Conpare: Paper 102, *The Foundations of Religious
Faith,” preamble. Jones quotes the same wo extracts of
Bertrand Russell’s A Free Man ‘s Worship (1903) which the
Melchizedek paraphrases in the first iwo paragraphs of the
paper. Both Jones and the Melchizedek use these passages o
illustrate materialistic despair, which can only be remedied by
faith in God and a spintual interpretation of the univense,

Moble, Edmund. Purposive Evoliiion: The Link Behveen
Setence and Religion. New York: Henry Holt and Co., 1925,

Connipare: Paper 42, “Energy—Mind and Matter,” section
L1; Paper 116, “The Almighty Supreme,” section 7. Noble's
theory of cosmic self-maintenince (the universe is purposive)
is referred w in The Cfrantia Book on pape 482, Noble's
chapier “[s the Universe an Crrganism?” (in which he gives a
negative answer) stems 1o be responded to by the revelators
on pp. 1276-T7: “The Living Organism of the Grand Uni-
verse,”

Osborn, Henry Fairticld. Man Rises so Parrassus: Criti-
cal Epochs in e Prefisory of Man. Princeton, NJ; Poncedon
Universily Press, 1938,

Conpare: Faper 64, “The Evolutionary Races of Color,"
sections 2 and 4 Paper 80, “Andite Expansion in the Occi-
dent,” sections 3, 8, & 9. This book scems to be the prime
source [or The Lrantia Boak's discussion of (he successive
human races in Ewrope [rom the Foxhall peoples 1o the
Neanderthals, the Cro-Magnons, and the ancestors of the
Nordics. The Urantia Book largely adheres to Osborn’s
geotogical, racial, and cultural chronologies, and o his
characierizations of the cultures of these various peoples.
Osbarn's discussion of the Bretons is paralleled exactly on p.
899 of The Urantia Book

Palmer, George Herbert, The Autobiography of a Phifos-
apher. New York: Greenwood Press, 1930, reprint, 1968,

Campare. Paper 181, "Final Admonitions and Wamings,”
section 1. Palmer’s assertion of the superonty of the inner
peace resulling from [aith in the Father's loving care, over Lhe
“twa inferior forms of hardihood ™ (optimism and stoicism), is
paralleled in The Uransia Book's discussion on pp. 1954-55,

Sabatier, Augnste. Refipions of Authority amd the Religion
of e Spivi. New York: Phillips & Co., 1904,
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Compare; Paper 155, “Fleeing Through Northern Ga-
lilee," sections 5 & 6. The sections in The Urantia Book on
“The Discourses on True Religion,"which distinguish the
religions of amhority from (ke religion of the spirt, are an
amplification of Sabaticr's thesis, The Urantia Book's listing
of the “three manifestations of the religious urge™ on p. 1728
comesponds (o Sabatier’s “Three Degrees of Religious Evo-
lution.” Sabatier’s book was quile influential; both Rufus
Jones and Walter Bundy, among others, refer o the religions
of authonity and the religion of the spirit, attributing the origin
of the latter to Jesus, as does Sabatier.

Swann, W E G. The Architecrire of the Universe, New
York: The Macmillan Co_, 1934,

Compare: Paper 41, "Physical Aspects of the Local
Universe,"and Paper42, " Encrgy—Mind and Master,”"passim.
swiann's opening chaprer on “The Dogmas of Natom] Philos-
ophy," is reproduced with little change in section 9, “Natural
Philosophy.” of *Energy—Mind and Matter.,” Manv of his
temperatere, size, and distance estimales refating o intma-
atomic and astronomic bodies are used in The Uranifa Book
as are several of his analogies and illustrations (e.g.. if the
volume ofa proton should be magnified (o the stxe of the head
of @ pin, then, in comparisan, the pin’s head would atiain a
dizgmeter equal 1o that of the earth's orbit around the samn).

Interweaving the Human and the Divine

These lindings are leading 10 the realization that The
Urantia Book is the product of a masterul interweaving of
human and superhuman pespectives and insights. The warp
of the text was supplied, in the main, by the progressive lines
of religions and scientific thought of the early 20th century.
This period was in many ways a great age of expanding
harizons and enlargmg concepis; many progressive think-
ers—including several in the It above—were beginning 1o
perceive &nd assert the intemelatedness of science, philoso-
phy, and spiritual insight. This burgeoning sense of cosmic
unity was abrupily eclipsed by the Second World War, which
casta clowd of skeplicism and chasiened hopesin its wake. But
this eclipse wis only lemporary, and the quest for the realization
of cosmic unity is again being mken up by progressive and
creative prople in socicty today.

These findings are leading to the realizarion that
The Urantia Boak is the product of a masierfil inter-
weaving af fupman and superfuiman perspectives and
msights

The wool of the text was supplied by the superstructure of
revelatory themes and concepts which co-ordinate and unify
the human evolutionary insighis, Mew and onginal informa-
tion touching on origins, history, and destinies are introduced
to shed light on the true meaning and impor of evolutionary

Spring, 1993

perceptions, as well as o provide answers 1o questions which
logically amse from these perceplions.

One probable reason thal the human sources were lefi
undisguised was 10 enable students 10 discern, throwgh com-
parative analysis, how this co-omdination of planetary knowl-
edpe was actually effected. As mentioned above, the inital
analyses have already proved tremendously illuminating in
this regard. Another reason was o keep usaware of the book’s
anchorage in aspecific lime and place, While a very large pan
of the book is of timeless value and perennial applicability,
some of i discussions directly address and respond 1o the
world situation of the early 20th century. Thus, every generation
will have 1o detcrmine the relevance and applicability of
certain of the book’s teachings o its own situation.

Emerging from oll these discoveries Is the gratifving
realizanon mat The Lirantia Book s exacily whar ifs
autfors claim i to be. In fheir discussions of what fre
revelarion s, the atthors completely disavow cerfain
rraditioval connorations such as aracles falling from
the sky, or infallible prophecies written in store

e e =

Emerzing from all these discovenies is the gratifying
realtzation that The Urantia Book 18 exacily what its authors
claimit o be. In their discussions of what true revelation is, the
authors completely disavow certain traditional connotations
such as omcles falling from the sky, or infallible prophecies
wrillen in stone. Rather, in characterizing authentic revela-
lion. they state:

The proof that revelation is revelation is this same fact
of humanexpencnce: the et that revelationdoes synihesgee
the apparendlvdivergent sciences of nature and the theology
ofreligion inoaconsistent and [ogical universe philosophy,

a co-ordinated and unbroken explanation of both scicnce

afd religion, thus creating a harmony of mind and satis-

Faction ol spirit which answers in human expericnce those

questionings of the mortal ond which craves 1o know fiow

the Infinite works our his will and plans in matter, with

minds, and on spirl. (p. 1106)

In this passape, The Uraniia Book captures the essence of

its own magnificent achievement, an achievement which is
truly without peer or precedent in the history of the world,

Marthew Block serves an the office staff of The
Fellowship for Student and Readers of The Lirantia
Book in Chicago.
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The Service Motive Emerging
Larry Mullins

Less spectacular than the collapse of Communism, but
equally significant, is the evolution of American business
Woward the service motive. In the last decade, the twin sacred
cows of profit and power have been slowly losing primacy 10
higher ideals.

In enlightened companies, profit is no knger pursued as a
sole business objective. In such companies profit is recog-
nized s a side effect of superlative customer service. Power
s less coveled and is being “pushed down™ w lower levels in
an effor o Maten out the organizational structures of com-
panes and instiions,

Twenty-five vears ago, when 1 was 2 young advertising
exccutive, the admonition made on page 8035 of The Urantia
Book scemed impossibly optimistic:

Present-day profil-motivated economics is doomed
urless profit motives can be angmented by service mo-
tives. Ruthless competition based on narrow-minded self-
interest & ultimately destructive of even those things
which it seeks to maintain. Exclusive and self-serving
profil motivation is incompatible with Christian ideak—
much more mcompatible with the teachings of Jesus, In
economics, profit molivation is fo service motivation what
fear & to love in religion.

The purpase of this anicle is 1o document some of the
sweeping changes that are surging through American busi-
nesses, oTganizations, and institutions. My premise is that
these transformations are evidence of the accuracy of The
Urantia Book's prediction about the evolution of the service
motive. More than this, [ seck 10 show that some of (he
principles of Jesus are being broadly applied by enlightened
businesscs,

Though The Urantia Book admenition quoted above
strick e as almost Pollyannaish when § first veac it, 1

no longer feel that way.

These principles are generally used for their pragmatic
value. The ideals are not ordinarily attributed 1o Jesus by those
who use them; few are aware that Jesus originated many of
them. But the pnnciples are clearly Jesusonian, Though The
Urantia Book admonition quoted above strock me as almos
Pollyannaish when [ first read it, [ no longer feel that way, |
hive since mel business leaders who openly declare that their
most valuable assets are their people, and who vigorously
promoie customer service, [ have read of many twentieth
century business people who practiced, as well as preached,
Jesusonian principles. One such business person was Arhur
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Nash, whose book about his methods, The Golden Rule in
Business, was published in 1923,

We are told in The Uranria Book that existing human
concepts were used, whenever they were available, in its
formulation. In my judgment The Golden Rule in Business i
passibly one of the human source documents consulied by the
celcstial intelligences who transmitted the Urantin Papers.
Aside from the general spiritual fragrance of The Golden Rule
it Business, there are also 1o be found some impressive
insights—insights that are expressed in similar terms in The
Liraniia Book.

“what alf the writers, who were so eagerly rushing
ittt pring were attacking and finding farlt with was nor
Christranity at alf, bui the lack of it! Christianity had
not failed, simply becanse Christianity had not yet
Freen tried!”

In his book Arthur Nash wrote of his concern about the
large amount of contemporary literature supporting the opin-

| 1on that Chrstianity had failed. He tells of his quest to discover

whether or not this view was true. On page 63 of The Golden
Rules in Busirress he wrote:

I went down to the library—any number of aricles
were current al | he time purporling 1o show that Christian-
ity was an errant failure—and began to read up, And my
reading soon brought me to see one great, stark, outstand-
ing fact: That what all the writers, who were so eagerly
rushing into print were attacking and fnding faull with
was nod Christianity at zll, but the lack of it! Christianity
had not failed, simply because Christianity had not yet
been tried!... In the individual life of many a saint of God
i had been tried, and never once, when eamestly and
sincerely tried, been found to fail. But of adeption in any
national, or, so far as the Christian Church was concerned,
universal sense, there had been none.

Mash went on o say that the phrase: “Christianity hoaed o
failed, simply because Christianity had not vet been mried!”
had been barrowed from him by several writers during World
War . Now compare his quote with this excerpt from page
1720 of The Urantia Book:

Many intellizent and well-meaning men, even in the
more enlightened age of these revelations, maintzin that
modem civilzation coukd nol have been buill upon the
leachings of Jesus—and they are partially right. But all
such dovbters forgel that & much better civilization could
have been buill upon his teachings, and sometime will be.
This world has never seriously tried 10 carry out the
teachings of Jesus on a large scale, notwithstanding that
halfhearied attempis have often been made 1o follow the
doctranes of so-called Christianity.
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The Galden Bule in Action

Afthur Nash acquired a Cincinnati clothing business in
1916, just as America was becoming invalved in World War
I. Wash soon realized that in order 1o continue in the business
he would have to persist in paying the grossly unfair “sweat
shop™ wages thal had been established in the clothing indus-
try. Afler much soul searching he elected 1o liquidate the
business. Then he made a remarkable decision.

Nash decided 1o raise the pay of all his employees 1o rea-
sonable levels for the shorl period of time that the business
could stay atloat, Ina meeting with the workers he announced
his decision. The astounded employees were given increases
from 209 to as much as 3005!

As weeks passed Nash became aware that sales were
ncreasing, but he lost interest in carcfully monitoring the
business. He believed his dream of financial independence
wias being eroded away as he paid wages far above his
compelitors, Afler a few months he decided 1o check his
company’'s finances, To his astonishment he was making
record profils. Sales and production were nearly three times
fhe previons lovels!

MNash investigated, He discovered thal his workers had
responded 1o their wage increases by exenting superlative
efforts and dramatically improving their performances,

There is a great deal more to the story than [ can relate here,
Briefly though, drven by his strong Christian values, Nash
also improved the working covironment. He insisted that no
overtime be worked, and that workers® families be given
pricnty over the business, He arrived at work before any of his
employees, and usually stayed later.

Nash'ssuccess continued in the face of a post-warbusiness
tum-down. In 1920, clothing businesses and mills were
closing down all over Arnerica; 5 100,000,000 wextile orders
were canceled in that year. Yet Nash tripled his pross sales
over the vear before, By 1922 his company again doubled iis
volume!

In his book Nash urged his methods be adopicd by all
businesses, declanng thal humanity must fum o Jesus 10
survive. He summed op the success of his Jesusonian tech-
niques with the siatement: *..in the philosophy of Jesus, and
in that philosophy alone, s centered the hope of the world.
Remember, [am not lalking about the fifty-seven varieties of
philosophy abet him, Tam t@lking about Jis philosophy. and
therein Lies all the difference.”

The Uransia Book cxpands upon a similar concepi on page
20054

Christianity has indeed done o great service for this
world, but what 5 now most needed is Jesus, The world
needs to gee Jesus living again on carth in the experience
of spirit-bom morak who effectively reveal the Master o
all men... Modemn culture must become spiritually hap-

Spring, 1993

tized with a new revelation of Jesus” life and fluminated
witha new understanding of his pospel... And when Jesus
hecomes thus lifted up, he will deaw all men 1o himsell.

A Modern Perspective

Mash is exemplary of a few exceptional business persons,
There have not been an abundance of business people who
would dare 1o actually apply the philosophy of Jesus as
praciical economics. And today. as in Nash's day, leaders are
mre who will openly testify to their Christian faith as a
pragmitic business louchsione.

-.tfte climare is changing, A new philosopliy of ser-
vice—uvery much Jesusonian i s tione—is becoming
the wiry fo do business i the fingl decade of the
twentieth cenfury.

Even so, the climale is changing. A new philosophy of
senice—very much Jesusonian in its lone—is becoming the
way do business in the final decade of the twentiethcentury.
The Golden Rule is being paraphmsed inlo commaon buzz-
word clusters such as: "Treat all employvees as you want them
W treal our customers,” and *Treat the next operation as the
cusiomer.” (The next operation may mean the one down-
stream in the production line, or the next person o whom
paperwork is given. )

A new concept called *Total Qualiny™ refers 1o customer
driven producits—painstakingly designed and built with the
cusiomer's needs and convenience—iot profii— as the pri-
mary poal of manufaciuring, Concepts such as: “'Drive out
fear,” and “End the practice of awarding business to vendors
on the basis of price alone™ are honored by enlightened
companies such as Ford, Honeywell, Xerox, and many others.

This trend is not a fad, Popular business books are driving
home that prophetic admonition of The Lirartia Book and are
clearly warning that profil-driven economics must be modu-
lated by service molives:

A cusiomer service crises & building throughoul the
business world. and mosl neanagers don’t know it, Even
those wla do seldom undersiand how (o cope. The price
of iheir igmorance & high: by ihe 1990°s thousands of
businesses will be shaken and even shattered by their
imability to render effective cusiomer service, The spoils
will gor tothose few companies thal perceive this and learm
how 1o out-service their competitors,

The primary motive is still focused more upon profil than
service. Bul éven so, as greater economic discretion and
power are exercised by consumers, adjustments are being
forced wpon businesses. There is a greater understanding of
the need forexcellent and timely customerservice. Parisof the
philosophy of Jesus are making slow, bul important, inroads
into business as viable management 100ls.
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Service Mative, conl,

‘Tough, practical management consuliants ane urging cli-
ents to adopt service-dnven policies, Read this excerpt from
Competing.Against Time, a book praised by several esteemed
board chairmen, including Chairmen of the Board of Ford
Motor Company, Apple Computer, Federl Express, and the
Canadian Imperial Bank of Commernce:

Manarement is faced withthree choices when respond-
g o demanding customers: 1) Fight costomers by
making them accepl standard perdformance, producl or
service.... 2 Insulateiisorgonization fromousiomes by
buikiing mounds of inventory and getting them 1o doa 1ot
of their cown work.... 3) Embrace them and mnke sure
they are more satisfied with the service provided than
they could have ever imagined.

Competing Against Time was writlen by George Stalk, Jr.
and Thomas M. Houl two savvy business consullanis to
Formune 3K companies, They selected number three (from
the above oplions) as the only economically wise choiee for
a business thal wanis (o survive, The writens define this option
as superlaiive custemer service. They emphasize the eco-
nomic urgency of costomer service as only a starting poini—
as 1able stakes—1o insure business survival woday. Stalk and
Hout then ocus upon the prgmatic strategy of satisfying the
hardest 1o please customens:

The masl allraciive customers are often the most diffi-
cult tosatsly I you camsatisfy them they will be reluctant

i take their business clsewhere. They become dependent,

and dependency can be profitabke,

Chie cotld argue that such motivations are plainly
seffish, and not service in its purest forne. But The
Urintic Book declares the senvice mottve must aug-
ment the profit motive gaf supplai 11

One could argue that such motivations are plainly selfish,
and not service in its purest form. But The Urantia Book
declares the service motive must augrrent the profit motive
not supplant it The Urantia Book also cantions against @ pre-
cipitous abandonment of profit-motivated economics:

The prafit motive of econamic activities is altogeiher
base and wholly unwarthy of an advanced order of
saciery; nevertheless, it is an indispensable factor
throughout the earlier phases of civilization. Profit
maiiviation must nod be taken away from men unil they
have firnily possessed themselves of superior types of
nonprofit moives for economic striving and social
serving—ithe ranscendent urges of superlame wis-
elom, intrigting brotherfiood, and excellency of spivinta!
atfainment. (p. 505)

The bankruptey and disintegration of Communism took us
by surprise. In a less sensational way, the long honored gods
of power and profit are being modulated 10 secondary stats
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by wise business leaders. Some of the most profilable organi-
zations today are afire with an almosi fanatic dedication (o
superh cusiomer service,

The Flattening of the Pyramid

The trend o provide customers with faster and more
satisfying service has forced orpanizational changes. Many
businesses and organizations are “flattening out” their stroc-
turcs. No lonper is the ponderous, classic management pyra-
mid of power sacred; it responds too slowly o fill the needs
of customers, Inmare enlightened companies, employecs are
exercising much more authority and power. Decisions o
satisfy a customer problem are made on the spot, rather than
walting foran authomzation from some maniger who may not
be available at the critical moment of cusiomer necd.

1 imuest say, from alay perspective, that the organiza-
il srruciires af most organized refigions lag behind
progressive hysinesses.

New managemeni structures reguire additional skills from
managers. Possessing less actual power, their new role is (o
enpower their sebordinates. The old malearchelype ol tough,
ruthless, infallible strength is obsolete. Managers arc expect-
ed to be up-beal leam leaders and coaches, They are still
respensible 1o sel poals [or (he team, but leam leaders must
also empower, support, serve, and inspive 1am plavers.

Orpanizations areé now scrambling 10 {rain Managers n
new empowerment skills. A few of the techniques being
learned are: Active Listening, Win/Win Probilem Resolution,
Morivarion threwgh Empowerment Technigues, Team Brrld-
ing, Team Playing, and many other hard 10 master inlerper-
sonal skills.

The image af authorly Ggures is changing, Advanced
public service organizations are training employees 1o regard
the people they serve as valued customers, Police officers are
caulioned to no longer see themnselves in terms of: *1 came, [
saw, [ conquered,” but rather, *1 came, Linalyzed, feerved the
cstomer. ™

Progressive clergy have introduced concepls like Servant
Leadership® and talk less of feeding the flock than serving the
flock, T must say. from alay perspective, that the organization-
al structures of most organized religions lag behind progres-
sive businesses. Most are still patrarchal and authontanan.
But some churches are maving woward importani change.
Presbyterians are modifying their sixicenth century man-
apement siructure—a model thal has been copied by many
organizations. It is being changed, at last, 10 a more parici-
pative, representative, and team-oricnted pattern, People are
ppenly acknowledged by many organizations as (heir mosr
et FESOUTCeS,
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People are the Most Important Asset

In The Uranria Book the process of empowerment is ofien
depicted as a requisite in the ministry of Jesus, From page
1765 (Jesus is speaking )

It is the purpese of this gospel o restore self-respect 1o
those who have lost it and to restrain it in those who have
il.... Forget not that 1 will siop al nothing 1o restore self-
respect 1o those who have bost f, and who really desine o
regain il

The concept of empowerment through self-esteem en-
hancement is being adopted and urpently tiught by leaders
who are influential and respected in the business world. Nole
this comment from the pages of Horzonm! Managenens';

There i only one thing that counls in business—
building the self-respect of vour employecs. Nothing clse
mallers, becanse what they feel about themselves & what
they mive to their customens.

There is a change in the ruthless old attilude toward
employees as commoditics—to use and put back into the
markel when an organization is through with them. People
won'l accepl that anymore. Respect for employees as the
arganizasion’s most valuable asseis is the requisite step for
.l‘i"l'l'h'fl'.'ﬂl' JF]!HJEL"E.‘.IHE.IH'SI'IEI:ESS,

There 15 a change in the rushiless obd artivede towarnd
emplayees as commmodities..., Respect for emplavees as
the organization s mast valieable assets is the requisite
step for modern management Success,

Fear is no longer a reliable method 0 motivale human
beings. Enlighicned leaders know: Associates are best in-
spired by the visian and values of the organization. People can

by the power of high-minded values—reality-values such as
fruth, beaury, and goodness.

Values: a New Business Discovery

The "V word is now a common lopic in business: “values”
are openly discussed, perhaps nol with precise philosophical
understanding or Iofty motives, but certainly with impressive
CONCem.

A feature arlicle in NMewsweek{June 8, 1992) expressed this
growing recognition and respect for high values. The article
wis flawed by poor graphics, and had a misleading title:
“Whose Values? Whose Justice? Whose Morality? Whose
Communily? Whose Family?" Yet, inspite of the distacting
cditorial treatment, the writer (Joc Klein), o1 a healthy
message through and concluded with this uplifting statement:

The big ideas abouwl values are the oldest and the
simplest, ‘A few weeks ago my wile got a flyer from a
book club that promised: MO RISK, NO COMMIT-
MENTS," says Mew Jersey Senator Bill Bradley. *Not a
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bad deal, bul you can miss a kot in life by not taking risks

or making commitments. There & the idea that the only

way 10 pchieve real happiness is in the service of athers.”

Mow there s athought; anold, simple, ever elusive goal, a

principle all the great religions have in commaon. Perhaps

il 1511°1 a coincidence,

It 15 time for business consultants 10 dust off and study the
“pld-fashioned” philosophical values honored by Plato and
Anstotle: Trudh, Beauty, and Goodiess, and o beoome ac-
quainted with six great ideas: Trueh, Beauty, Goodness, Lib-
erty, Equality, and fustice emphasized by Mortimer Adler. [n
payvchaology, the brilliant (and neglected) works of Abraham
Waslow also deserve careful reconsidertion, Over three
decades apn Maslow wrote:

Throughout history, keamed men have set out before
mankind the rewands of virdue, the beauties of poodmess,
the imtrinsic desimbility of psychological health and sclf-
fulfiliment. [t's all as plain as AB,C, yel most people
perversely refuse 1o step into the happiness and self-
respect that & offered them.®

Maslow's subsequent work with self-actualizing people
shed new light on valwes, He demonstrated that Freud's
dismal theories aboul values as the reins that hold people
under control were valid only when applied o immature
individuals. Maslow showed that in psychalogically healthy
people, values reappear in grander [om and become the
frovsex that pull people along toward their higher destinies.

But, of course, the ullimate source of the study of values is
in the religioos life of Jesus and how he fved it This fact is
abwious (o a growing number of Christians, but not to many
psychologists and philosophers, However, il is becoming
more and more difficult for science and philosaphy 10 ignon:

| z Inspi ulof menand women that they
no longer be pushed. They must be allured and pulled along, | StheddeC WSO MapHIES SUBRLAOL TN ANE A D y

left their obscure Roman province and went forth o tum the
wirld upside down.

A New Era for Business

The signs are clear: the planet is emerging from the gnips
of an age of materialism and fear. The Urania Book declares
thal we are quivering on the brink of & new cra. [ belicve this
1o be not only true, boi an urgent call 1o all of us who want (o
make a difference. We should be alert for opportunities 1o acl
The transformation faking place in business should be ac-
kmovwledped and nurirred, The crippling cynicism of much of
our leadership in the seventics is being feplaced by uplifting
ideals, and young leaders are buying into them,

These young leaders may see the process of service as
simply a means to profit and power, They may somelimes do
the mght things for the wrong reasons, but the real fruits of
service-driven motivation will prove to be warth many limes
the great effort they require. Then fewer and [ewer “code-
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words" such as values, community, and famify will maise
eyebrows in the nner sanclums of business chambers.

In my job as a management consultant, | have walched a
very healthy trend in the last decade. [ am now able 10 talk
openly o even the toughest business execotives shoul service
and higher values, My hope is to one day help lift Jesus up
high, not just to Christian business people, but to all business
peopie.

In my job as a management consultany 1 have
wetiched a very healthy trend fn the last decade, Tamn
mew alile fo talk openly fo even the foughest business
exeeutives aboit service and higher valnes.

Many practical individoals, some of them wise Christian
leaders, insist that such a time is far distant, Perhaps it is. For
now we live in a socicty where people talk openly at cockiail
partics about the dynamic magnetism of Hitler, and execy-
tives proudly quote from a book on the leadership secrets of
Auila the Hun. And it is tree that the ultimate code word,
Jesus, is still not vet sate 10 use without discrefion.

But surely one day a great business leader will ask the eil-
timraie question, His or her words will clearly emanale across
a polished board room table. The sophisticated pros and the
young MBAs sitting aronnd the table will not regisier sur-
prise, but will seriously consider (he question—because the
question asked by this great leader will refllect what is Tecog-
nized as the most profound business principle available:
“Hirar wordd Jesus do? "

Watal Customer Service: The Ulthmate Weapon, William
H. Davidow & Bro Utal, Harper & Row, 1959

* Servant Leadership, Roben K. Greenleal, Paulist Press,
Mew York, 1977

Y Hortzontal Management, D. Keith Denton, Lexinglon
Baooks, 1991

' Mary Anne Rasmussen, Presidentof World Wide Quality
Assurance for American Express Travel Related Services,

! New Knowledge of Hunan Malues, Abraham Maslow,
Harper & Row, New York, 1959

Larry Mullins is president of Munial Comnriment
Management, Boulder, Colorada, and a consultant in
advertising and marketing. He is the author of "In-
mature Feople With Fower," and “lesus; Goed aind
M. *
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Spgnificant Books

The Mind of God
The Scientific Basis for a Rational World
by Paul Davies
Simon & Schuster, 1992, pp, 232

Paul Deavies is Professor of Mathematical Physics at the
University of Adelaide in Australia. He is one of the world's
leading theoreticians, & man of creative brilliance, who brings
wgether the fields of physics and philosophy . Davies exam-
ines the philosophic grounds for reason and beliel. He sees
time and eternity a5 the fundamental paradox of existence:
“No attempt to explain the world, cither scientifically or
theologically, can be considered successful uniil it accounts
for the pardoxical conjunction of the temporal and the
atemporal, of being and becoming."(p. 38)

The book examines what is known about the origin of the
universe, the rational character of the laws of nature, and the
remarkable correspondence of mathematics and reality. In
compuier pames designed to simulate a Life universe, il was
discovered that Life pattems cannot be predicted in advance.
“It appears s if there s a kind of mndomness or uncertainty
{dare Teallit *free will' ?) built into the Life universe, as indeed
there is in the real universe, die fo the restrictions of logic
itself as spon as systems become complex enough o engage
in self-reference.”(p.115)

Dravies asks, * Why s the world the way 1115 The physical
universe is both contingent and intelligent—it could have
been otherwise, How do we explain the specific nature of
things? [t seems o me,” he ohserves, “ that, ifone perseveres

| with the principle of sufficient reason and demands a rational

explanation for nature, then we have no choice but 1o seek that
explanation in something beyond or oulside the physical
world—in something metaphysical—because, as we have
seen, @ contingent physical universe cannot contain within
itself am explanation for iself."(p. 171)

There are many kinds of philosophical answers 10 this
question. Davies examines solutions advanced by theoretical
scicniists, philosophers, and theologians. His conclusion is
it the most reasonable hypothesis is that we live in a
“Designer Universe”—a universe that was planned and exe-
cuted with intelligence.

The last chapier of The Mind of God begins, “The essence
of this book has been to trece the logic of scientific rationality
back as far as it will go in the search for nltimale answers 10
the mystery of existence.”(p. 223) Davies observes that the
final answer 1o this mystery is beyond the limils of science and
logic, He suggests that mystical intuition—a first hand expe-
rience of Reality—is the only kind of knowledge which can
bring this kind of meaningful understanding.

-Meredith Springer
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'{ Cuoltore and Valoes

Reflections on the Soul
Byron Belitsos

The term “soul” in the Christian faith is & somewhat
ambiguous concept but usually refers 1o the vital principle in
human nature which has immortal potential. The authors of
The Uranita Bock define the soul as a “morontia” substance,
dstate exisling between the material and the spiritual. The soul
evolves as a joint creation of the Thowght Adjuster {indwell-
ing sparit of God) and the human will, and is immortal. The
tollowing propasitions are taken from vanous sources and ase
presented o stimulate thinking about the soul.

“We have lost our soul.”  So say the prophets of each
generation, The soulless condition is the condition of indiffer-
ence 10 the natural impulses of soul, Never have so many
distractions imperiled the material mind’s recognition of its
truc calling: {0 consciously cooperale with the indwelling
spirit in the fostering of the prowih of an immortal soul, But
never have so many spiritual gifts been given 1o help man
recover and care for his soul. {Cff Rabert Moore, The Care of
the Soul, HarperCalling, 1992)

False values in perfectly-wilored suits.  Fhony media
personalitics who secretly know the difference. Greed that
does not know iself. Religious hypocrites who cannot feel.
Aciviliztion dominated by the values of commerce. Against
this stands the questing soul. "How then are souls 1o be made?
How but in the medium of a world like this?" In such a world.
the mmpulses of soul sinke the mind as odd, uncalled-for,
unnecessary, and often unacceptable, But the soul persists.

Do you ol see how necessary a world of pains and
troubles is 1o school an infelligence and make it soul? A
place where the heart must feel and suffer in a thousand
diverseways!" (fohn Keats, Letrer to s browher, April 21,
f8i

Saul-expansion beging when we question ihe mean-
ing of these syrange, sel-exisiing impulses of our souly—
these trovbling mid surprising vrges fo serve an -
krown God, to love those whe do not love us, to
wndersiand the apparently incomprefensible, o siop
the diaily rovtine and appreciaie the world's endless
DEari:

soul-expansion hegins when we question the meaning of
these strange, sell-existing impulses of our souls—ihese
troubling and surprising urges (o serve an unknown God, 0
love those who do not love us, 10 understand the apparenily
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incomprehensible, to stop the daily routine and appreciate the
world’s endless beauly. We navigate within this cosmic
termin of the soul by asking “questions, more questions, and
hopetully profound questions.”  The questing soul is the
questioning soul—a soul activaled by a need 1o know and
midivated by the desire 10 serve.

Meeting God half-way. The soul as the meeting point
between the two wills, human and divine. A half-way home,
i place to recover from the vicissitudes of material struggle,
i place 10 refresh and purily the human will, and to furm again
i e quest of knowing the Father's will. A place wherein the
Creator may come W “know manand auain the experience of
the creature,” (ULB. p. 1218)

The sonl as the meeting paing berween the two wills,
fieemnan and divine, A half-wiay home, a place to recover
Jreann the vicissitides of material struggle, a place o
refresh and purify tre hieman will, and to turn again o
the quest of kowing the Father s will,

Soul as respansiveness o leadings. As the Father reaches
down, we increasingly reach wp in response. Moral con-
scipusness, decisions o know the Father's will, create the
soul. “Every time man makes a reflective morl choice, he
immedialely experiences a new divine invasion of his soul.”
(LLB. p. 2(85)

Soul as mystery, But how and why do moral decisions
elfeet contact with the indwelling Adjuster, thereby giving
birth io the soul? How does the soul actually grow? Howand
why does it come 10 be a *new, original, and unique universe
vrlue” (LB, p. 1218}, aliogether distinct from mind and
indwelling spirit? What is morontia substance? Which qual-
1ics does the soul derive from the material mind? Which is
from the indwelling spint?

“The secrets of Ascendington include the mystery of
the gradual and certam butlding up in the material and
moral mind of a spirtual and potentially immonal coun-
lerpan of character and identity, This phenomenon con-
stitutes one of the most perplexing mysieries of the uni-
verses.."” (LLB. p. 147)

“Our distinctions are Carlesian: between outer and tingi-
ble reality and inner states of mind, or between body and 2
[uzzy conglomerate of mind, psvehe and spint. We have lost
the third, the middle position which eadier in cur tradition,
and in others oo, was the place of the soul: a world of
imaganation, passion, lantasy, retlection, (hat is neither phys-
ical and material on the one hand, nor spirial or abstmct on
the oher, vet bound to them both.” {From Sames Hillman,
Revisioning Povelhalogy, HarperCollins, 1975)

We are told that the soul resides between the indwelling
spirtand human mind. that itacts as a repository of “spiritual
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Reflections ot the Sond, cont.

counterparns [of our] careers, morontia trnscripts of [our)
truc advancing selves..” These records are unceasingly
produced by the Adjuster using as its working material “every
concept of the monal intellect.” What then is happening in
this “middle position”, this “mid-mind"? The soul is online
storge for momontia concepi-duplicates. The Adjusier as
transcriber and editor, hand-picking higher concepis of the
morial intellect, conventing them 1o morontia substance, then
downloading these exalted concepi-copies to the soul’s

meanings and values database, Here, the *worthy treasures of

the moral mind” become an eternal resource, endlessly
retrievable by the surviving personality in its ascent fovard
fusion. (CL LB, pp.1204-5.)

“The supreme vilue of human life consists in growth of
valucs, progress in meanings, and realtzationof thecosmic
interrelatedness of both of these experiences. Andsuchan
cxpenence & the equivalent of God-consciousness. Such
a moral, while not supernatural, 18 trul y becoming super-
human; an immonal soul is evolving.” (ULB. p. 1067)
Values are felt without mediation of mind: the perception

ofvalue is immediare and exisiential. The mind adds meaning
i values felt by the sonl.

And Phaedrs knew something about values. Belore
he had gone up into the mountains he had writien a whole
book on valees, Quality, Quality was valee. They were
the same thing....Qualily doesn’t have 1o be defined. You
understand it withoot definition. Quality is a direct cxpe-
rience independent of and prior 1o all intefleciual
abstractions...Of all expericnee, it is the keast ambiguous,
least mistakable there is. (Reberr M, Poesie, Lo, gn Ti-
ety finto Movals . Bantam Books, 1992, pp. 67 - 76.)

The locus of value-identification is in the soul of the one
who experiences value. Botsoul is not mind, Mind as subject
grasps objects, viclding meanings., The perception of value
his no ehject and no subject, for values are self-existing, The
activity of the soul in relation to the discovery of higher values
is the experience of the Berngness of values—a sensitivity 1o
existential qualities of experience.

The notion of Quality denotes extstential realifies
independent of any particular subject or object.  Tal-
pes are discovered in and by the soul, not imeented aned
held as an object by the material nind

The notion of Quality denoles existential realities indepen-
dentofany particularsubjector object. Values are disconvened
m and by the soul, noi invented and held as an object by the
material mind.  “Concerning,.ihe recognition of morml
values...all that the human mind can do is discover, recognize,
mterpret, and choose.” (LLB. p. 2084) Philosophy might
provide an unbroken explanation of things, meanings, and
values, bul values when [imst apprehended by soul bear no
explanation, are prior 10any explanation.
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[f dreams are the roval mad 10 the unconscious, inluiling-
feeling is the royal road o the soul. While the soul is much
more thina registry foremaotion. fecling isa guide to the soul’s
concems. Feclings and infuitions—ihe distant echoes of soul-
impulses now recognized by mind—Iead 1o questions formu-
lated by mind. and questions posed to the soul lead (o progress
in meanings.

.dntuilive insights are regEirations within conscious-
ness of a loving guidance that is cominually asssting and
supporting growih,. The frst step to this s becoming
aware ofwhal youare feeling. Folkwing feclings will lead
you 1o their source.  Only through emodions can you
encounter the force feld of your own soul. (Gary Zukay;

e Fihe Sopl, po 81; CF Sigmund Freid, The In-
terprefaticen of Dreams, )

Through a questioning, dynamic relationship o Being—
the feclings and leadings of soul—material mind recognizes
the valoes [elt by soul. Through interpretation and choice,
mind achieves new levels in the comprehension of the mean-
ings of these values. Quantitative growth of the soul is
impassible where the mnge of human feeling-intuition is
ignored, repressed or rivialized, When readily available and
renlizable meanings of expenence are 1os1, the soul languish-
es, and the range of decision-action is diminished.

Soul-development occurs in two dimensions: (od-con-
seiousness and consciousness of the Supreme—quality of
value-Tealization, and quaniity of relation 1o cosmic actuality.

| Bui this growth is always conditioned by decisions, by the

hman will to do the divine will: the decision 10 intwit, 1en 1o
think, and then o act in the light of faith. (U.B. p. 1211}

“The common cognomen of this world..is a “vale of
teans ... What a Gittle, circunsciibed, sirpaighiened notion!
..Callthe world a “vale of soul-making,” then you will find
oul thewseoltbe world,” (Jokn Keats, Letter iafisbrodher,
April 21, 1819.)

“Jesus hardly regarded this world as a *vale of tears.” He
rather looked upon it as the hirth sphere of the eternal and
immoral spints of Paradise ascension, the “vale of soul-
making.””" (LL.B. p. 1675) As the soul evolves, we develop
another aspect of mind, a secondary or “mid-mind" aware-
ness, and our identity gradually shifis from material self-
consciousness o value, soul, or 5]:|J'n'1 consciousness. We are
psychologically living more and more in “the Kingdom of
God."

Byrew has been a journalist and television producer
ana is presently a consulftant in the telecommunicaitons
ireliestry.
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Worship and Sotiety

The Quest for Indigeneity:
The Missionary Challenge
Jack Rogers

O allthe columns that T have written, this has been the most
difficult. With the recent national election I took seriously the
national vow i hecome part of the solution, not the problem.
Yet, when [ consider the missionary outreach of the modern
church, it is easy for me 10 crticize, but diffieult w offer
practical solutions.

The Urantia Bock explains 10 us that there are two primary
types ofreligion. A revealed religion is pesonal, bome out of
expenicnce, and is nearly impossible 1o define as it is a part of
the experience of each individual, In contrast, evolutionary
religion is traditional, institutional, has established beliefs and
dogmas, and tends 10 crysiallize over time. The missionary
effort of the modem church has a 2000 year evalutionary
history. In my last column, T discussed the need for change in
the missionary approach of the Christian church even though
the institutional church has always been slow - accept
change, The Uraniin Book stales:

Evalutionary religion makes no provision for change or
revision; unlike science, il does not provide for its own
progressive comection. Evolved religion commands respect
becawse its followers believe itis The Truth; “thefaithonce
delivered 1o the saants” must, in theory, be both final and
infallible. The cult resists development because real
progress socertain (o modify or destroy the cult fiself;
therefore must revision always be forced uponit. (U.B. p.
1006)

The Need for Change

Indced. the realities of the information age are forcing
change upon the conlemporary church. As cultures become
militantly self-conscious and celebrate their indigenous di-
versity, the willingness to change as the result of external
pressures will be increasingly resisted. The church has come
to the realization that indigenous cullures are resistant o
imported forms of missionary activity, and outreach methods
are beginning o be questioned.

For ceniuries the missionary effort of the Christian church
has been founded on the premise that to “go oul and make
believers” meant an imperialistic approach o evangelism.
Such dogmas have ofien caused serious cultural damage and
nave produced a world-wide impression that Christianity is
not just & religion, but is part of the culture, the artistic forms,
and the ideologies of Western socicty. This impression is so
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strong that in Muslim nations such as Egypt it is illegal 1o
comnvert o ancther faith, particularly Christianity.

A dominant idea of the Westem church is that we ane the
“saved” in a world of the “lost.”™ That belief has been founded
upon a perception of the superiority of our matedalistic lite-
style and has justified cultural tyranny, enslavement, econom-
ic domination, matenalistic greed, and thousands of wars.
How does this translale into the missionary activity of the
church? Again. The Uraniie Book statles:

Chrstianily suffers under a great handicap beeause it
s become idendified in the minds ofallthe world as a pan
of the social sysiem, the industral life, and the moral
standards of Wesiern civilizaton; and thus has Christian-
iy unwittingly seemed o sponsor a sociely which staggers
under the goilt of tolerating science without idealism,
politics without principles, wealth withoul work, pleasure
without restruinl, knowledge without characler, power
without conscience, and industry without morality. (p.
20E0)

The missionary effort of the laner part of the 20t
century has lost the essence of Christ's message be-
cause it flas become identified with the commercial
messages of Western culiire, ideals, and values,

The missivnary cftort of the latter pant of the 20th century
has lost the essence of Christ's message because it has become
identilied with the commercial messages of Western cultare,
weals, and values. With increasing evidence that mainline
mussionary activity has not led to church growdh in recemt
vears, one must ask what i the appropriate missionary
activilty ioday? Though the answer to that dilemma may be
ditficule 1o define, the reason for if is clear. As The Urandia
Book states:

Ecclesiasticism is at once and forever incompatible
with that hving faith, growing spint, and frsihand expe-
rience of the faith-comrades of Jesus inthe brotherhood of
man in 1he spirdual sssociation of the kingdom of heaven,
The praisewonhy desire 10 preserve traditions of past
achievement often leads 1o the defense of oulgrown sys-
lems of worship. The well-meant desire 1o foster ancient
thoughl syslems effectully prevents the sponsoring of
new and adequate means and methods designed 1o satisfy
the spirihl longings and the expanding and advancing
minds of modern men.. Christiamty is serously confronted
with the doom embodied in one of its own slogans: “A
howse divided against itself cannot stand,” The non-
Christian world will hardly capitulate 10 a sect-divided
Christendom. [p. 2084-5]

"The contemporary church has tremendous competition for
the: hearts and souls of the modern world. The religion of the
mademage is the faith oEreligious secularism, the philosophy

| of humanism, and the commercial appetites of materialism.
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The Quest for Indigeneity, comt.

The world appears 1o be accepting the Western ideals found
in the politics of democracy, the economics of the market-
place, the cullure of consumerism, and the music of the
rhythm scction. In this competition for the atention of the
world, the church has found iself ignored by an indifferent
and busy population. Thus, in its effort 1o reach out lo a *world
gone mad,” it is truly ironic that Christianity has suffered the
same fate from the non-Christian the world that it has given
The Lrapeita Book revelation of the life and eachings of Jesus
Christ—indifference. It should not surprise the church lead-
ership that the missionary message of ke church has cffec-
Lively been lostin the current climate of theological stagna-
tion.

Renewing our Spiritual Message

The church has a high calling 1o rise above the commercial
din of contemporary society and offer a new word of hope. I
must renew ils spiritual message and forsake the cultural
biggage and social implications of its traditional missionary
ITESSLECT

The hope of modern Christianity is that it should cease

1o sponsor social systems and industrial policies of Wesiern

civilization while it humbly bows itsell before the cross ji

=0 valianily extols, there 10 leamn anew from Jesus of

Nazareththe greatestiruths mortal man canever hear—the

living pespel of the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood

of man, [p. 2086]

Muany peaple af the church kave spent their entire
fives parroting an age-worn theology thar foday is
being questioned by mainline Christian theologians,
Many members of the church persist in holding anti-

queated beliefs that were not founded by Jesus and are
ctlfuraflly ratnars.

The missionary effort of the modemn church has evolved a
crystallized and stagnant view of the cross that needs serdous
reconsideration. Many people of the church have spent their
cniire lives parroting an age-worn theology that today is being
questioned by mainline Chrstian theologians. Many mem-
bers of the church persist in holding antiquated beliefs that
were ol founded by Jesus and are colturally ruinous. The
message of Jesus docs not contain a hierrchy of those who
have and the have not's, The message of the cross is much
larger.

The cross is that high symbal of sacred service, the
devotion of one's life 1o the welfare and sabvation of one's
fellows, The cross is not the symbol of the saerifice of the
innocent Son of God in the place of guilty sinners and in
order 1o appease the wrath of an offended God, but it does
stand forever, on carth and throughout a vast universe, as

a sdered symbaol of the good bestowing themselves upon
the evil and thereby saving them by 1his very devotson of

22

[ove.... Whenthinking men and women ook upon Jesus as
he offers up his life on the cross, they will hardly again
permil themsehaes to complain a8 even the severest harnd-
ships ol lile, much Jess at petty harassments and their many
purely fictitious grievances. [p. 2019]

The realities of modem living are an open challenge 1o the
church o present the life and teachings of Jesus without 2000
years of evolutionary baggage:

w-pagnnized and socialized Christianily stands in need

of new contact with the uncompromised leachings of

Jesis; it languishes for lack of anew vision of the Master's

life on carth..., Religion does need new keaders, spiritual

men and women who will dare o depend solely on Jesus
and his incomparable eachings, [f Christianity persisis in
neglecting its spintual mission while it continues o busy
itsell with social and malenal problems, the spirtual
renaissance musl awail the coming of these new teachers

of Jesus' religion wha will be exclusively devoted 1o the

spirilual regeneration of men.... The modem age will

refuse to accept a religion which i inconsisient with facts
and out of harmony with its highest conceptions of truth,
beauty, and poodness, The houris striking forarediscovery

of the true and original foundations of present-day distorted

and compromised Christianity—he real life and teachings

of Jesus. (p, 2082-3)

It is time for the leadership of the Christian church o face
the [act that the complete life story of Jesus is available for
study and instruction. A detailed history of the life of Jesus
accompanicd with lengthy direct quotes from his icachings
and sermons has been extant in published form on this planet
since 1955, Included in the text is detziled information ahout
the organczition and personalities of the universe of which
Chirist is Sovereign, the most thoroogh description of eternal
lite extant on the planet inday, a significant disassion of the
history of religion, and much, much more, You would think
that a serious theologian would do everything in his or her
power 10 obtain such information. Yet, in spite of its impor-
tance, after almost 40 years most Christian theologians and
minEstens ane tither unaware of the existence of The Urantia
Back, orthey reluse 1o seriously examine itand are indifferent
to its significance. The ultimate price for this failure will be the
continued deferioration of the mainline church's vitality,

ftis time for the leadersihip of the Christian church (o
face the face thar the complete life story of Jesus fs
availuble for sudy and instruction. A detailed history
of the life of Jesus accompanied with fengthy direcr
quates fron his feachings and sermons heas been extant
in published form on this planet since 1955,

As the missionary effont of the modem church languishes
in commercialized packaging wsing secular forms and meth-
s, the spiritual brotherhood of humankind falters fora lack
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of visionary leadership. Ministers of the church decry the
sinful nature of the world from the pulpit while their own
missionary effons siagnate from a lack of wisdom.

The Price of Fearful Leadership

Without courageous and wise leadership, the church loos-
es ils creative vision. [n my opinion, one of the greatest
problems of church leadership is spir ual cowardice. Church
leaders are alraid to face this enhanced revelation of the life
and teachings of Jesus. They are afraid of the changes it will
bring in their lives and the life of the church.

Primitive man lived a life of superstiliows bondage 1o
religious fear. Modemn, civilized men dread the thought of
falling under the dominance ol strong religious convictions.
Thinking man has always feared 1o be hield by a religion.
When a sirong and moving religion threatens to dominate
him, he invagably ines o mionalize, irsdiionalize, and
institwtionalize it, thereby hoping to gain control of it. By
such procedure, even a reveated religion becomes man-
made and man-dominated, Modern men amd women of
intelligence evade the religion of Jesus because of their
fears of what it will do o them—and with them. And all
such fears are well founded, The relirion of Jesus docs,
indecd, domingte and transform its believers, demanding
that men dedicate their lives to seeking for a knowledge of
the will of the Father in heaven and requiring that the
energies ofliving be consecmtediothe unselfishservice of
the brotherhood of man. (p. 2083)

This fear of change in the leadership of the church fosters
an even sironger reluctance w change in the laity. Comforn-
able in their imditions, Christians arund the world have
developed a theology ofconvenience. From the comfort of the
padded pew and the air conditioned auditorium, to the security
ot time honored rituals and professional pravers, their lives are
no longer chaflenped 10 face the radical demands of the
religion of Jesus, It is precisely becawse the Jeadership of the
church has been so unwilling to strike out on the new horizons
presented in the revelatory message of The Urantia Boak that
the church is lacking in spintual vision and is defaulting in its
missionary responsibilities.

Selfish menand women simply will not pay such a price
foreven the gremest spiniual treasure everoffered monal
man. Only when man has become sufficiently disillusioned
by the sorrowlul disappoinimenis atlendant upon the
foolish and deceptive pursuils of sclfishness, and subse-
quent b the discovery of the barrenness of formalized
religion, will he be disposed 10 turn whobeheartedly io the
goapel of the Kingdom, the religion of Jesus of Nazarcth,

(p. 2043}

The indilference, ambivalence and failure of sa many
contemporary church leaders o live by the leaching s of Jesus
instead of the theology abour Jesus—influenced by the writ-
ings of Paul and Old Testament reconds—is probably the
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single greatest handicap of the modem missionary effor. 17
the church leadership want 1o see their people invigorated by
the message of Christ, they themselves must be willing to
strike out on the uncharted seas of spinitoal revelation 1o live
anew the religion of Jesus, To do this they must be willing o
rethink and possibly abandon some elemenis of their religion
about Jesus:

The world needs more fisthand religion. Even Chris-
tianily—the best of the religions of the pwventieth centu-
ry—is not only a religion abeowr Jesus, but it is =0 largely
one which men experience secondhand. They take their
religion wholly as handed down by theiraccepled religions
leachers. What an awakening the world would experience
if it could only see Jesus as he really lived on eanh and
know, fimsthand. his life-giving teachings! [p. 2083]

The Call to a New Spiritual Renaissance

The Urantia Book clearly calls the world back to a religion
of dynamic living and personal spiriual experience. [ urges
humanity (e leam anew from the uncompromised teachings of
Jesus. Inour discovery of the truth of the life of Jesus, we will
discover the difference berween evolulionary religious expe-
rience and 4 living revelation of the religion of Jesus.

Theology may fix, formulate, define, and dogmatize
faith, bul in the homan life of Jesus fainh was personal,
livimg, original, spontaneons, and purely spiritual. This

Faithwas not reverenee for tradition mor 2 mere intellectual

belefwhich he hekd as psacred creed, b rather a sublime

expenence anda profound conviction which securely eld

fin [p. 2067]

As the leadership of the contemparary church -
nesses the grayving of its membership, the ineffective-
ness of is evangelistic effores, the draining off of its
papulations by the theatrical high-rech methods of the
“mega-church " and conservaiive dogmarisis, along
willh compiaints about the lnck of meaningful persanal
refigions expertemnce by congregation members, they
must foce the faci that something is lacking.,

After years of preparation and training for missionary
service, | was compelled to leave this service becawse the
basic premise of the missionary enlerprise of many churches
i5, in my opinion, seriously fAawed. As the leadership of the
contemporary church witnesses the graying of its member-
ship, the ineffectiveness of its evangelistic cfforts, the draining
off of its populations by the theatrical high-tech methods of
the “mepga-church” and conservalive dogmalists, along with
complaints about the ack of meaningful personal religious
cxpencnee by congregation members, they must face the fact
that something is lacking. Hopefully, ministers and theolo-
g.i.m*i will come 1o realize that this new revelation of the life
and teachings of Jesus is the key o the revitalization of the

| church and its MissiONATy message.
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The Chest for hndigeneity, cons,

"The church must strike out for a new indipenous form of
worship and spiritual expression. The great strength of the life
and teachings of Jesus Christ is that it crosses all cullural
barriers with an etenal and spiritual message. Through direct
knowledge of the life and teachings of the Masier, all the
peoples of the world will be able to practice the religion of
Jesus using as many forms and styles of worship as there are
indigenous peoples, [tis not necessary [or the church of Norh
America to transplant itself in Africa, Latin America, or the far
East. [twould be better forus o serve the spiriual brotherhood
with & new willingness o let the religion of Jesus be shaped
by indigenous cultures as they Ooursh and gow, In our
diversity we shall find strength:

The true church—the Jesis brotherhood—is invisible,
spirituzl, and is characierized by wnity;, not necessarily by
wiformity, Uniformity & the earmark of the physical
workd of mechanistic nature. Spiritual unity is (he fruit of
faithunion with the living Jesus. The visible church should
refuse bonger 10 handicap the progress of the invisible
spirifual brotherhood of the kingdom of God. And this
brotherhood is destined to become a fiving arpanism in
contrast 1o an instintionalized social organization. It may
well utilize such social organizations, but it muost not be
supplanted by them. (p. 2085)

The greas strength of the life and teachings of Jesus
Christ v that o crosses all culniral barrters with an
eternal and spiritual messape. Throueh divect knowi-
edpe of the life and teachings of e Master, all the
peoples af the world will be able te practice the religion
of Jesus using as marny forms and styles of worship as
there are indipenmis peoples,

The quest for the personalization and indigenization of
faith will conunue throughout eternity a5 diverse peoples
serve in the Kingdom of God. Many varicties and expressions
of faith will emenge and socicty will be enriched by this
diversily. As weabandon our strategies of religions imperial-
ism, spiritual ceeativilty will founsh; and the world will be a
much safer place in which 10 live.

hermencutics, padiculacly of the gospels.”

P 0. Box 18764, Boulder, CO S0308.

Urantia Book Resources

The rich mine of universe knowledpe and spiriwal wisdom found in the 2097 pages of The Urantia Book 1ends
tooverwhelm the reader with its encyelopedic profusion, A detailed table of contents helps make the book manageable,
but one spon realizes that reference 1ools are needed 1o find information hidden in its pages.

Clyde Bedell (1898-1985), a widely recognized author and speaker in the Geld of adventising, over many years
compiled an index-concordance ofwords, concepls, ideas, lopics, and themes found in The Urantia Boak, Hepublished
the frst edition of the Concordex in 1971, The third edition came out in 1986 and has over 110,000 references. The
Concordex is an indispensable research 1ool for finding passages and studying topics in The Uraniia Book.

The Urantia Book reader also discovers information in many sections of the book which parallels Biblical material.
Numerous young fricnds of the editor did not become interested in the Bible until they read The Urantia Book. The
two books are mutually enhancing, Recognizing this close relationship, Dr, Duane L, Faw, Professor of Law cmerins
of Pepperdine Unaversity School of Law, spent six years compiling a parallel and harmuony of The Urantia Book and
the Bible. The Parameny was published in 1986 and contains 25,000 cross-references revealing the similarities and
differences berween the facts and concepts of these two preat books. Dr. Faw has been a teacher ofadult Bible classes
for 40 years and 4 certified lay speakerin the United Methodist Church for over 25 years. The Paramony is an essential
reference ool for studving relationships between The Urantia Book and the Bible. A long time scholarly reader of
The Uraniia Book descnbes the Poramony as, “a well-structered volume, indispensable for those engaged in serious

[T your local bookstore does not carry The Uransia Fook, it can be ordered from The Urantia Foundation, 533
Diversey Parkway, Chicago, IL 60614, The Concordex and Paramony can be purchased from the Good Cheer Press,
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