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OHIO READERS SEEK NEW GROWTH

(Editor's Note: This is the fourth in a
series of artieles which examine the nine
stakes In CLhe PERVADED SPACE Midwest
coverage area, Previouwsly we have taken a
look at URANTIA activity in Missouri,
Minnesota, and Wisconsin. We Iintend in
future issues to report on our other five
acates: [ndigna, Towa, Illinoisz, Michigan,
and Kentuclky.)

Feaders of The URANTIA Book can be found
concentrated in Elve areas of COhio,
including the four major urban areas:
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Columbus, and Toleda,
with anather study group located in New
Lexington. In sddition to studying the boaok,
which 1n some groups' cases is being pursued
gporadically, Ohioans have undertaken
activities such as library book placement
and conference planning in recent years.

Perhaps the most active group over the past
decade or so has been the one situated in
Toledo. This group is led by Mary Ann (see
"Pagple," Stummer, 1980 issue of PERVADED
SPACE) and Don Krall, Jim-and Chris Jmhnstﬁn.
who hawve since moved away from the area,
were alsa actively involved for several
years. The group meets each Tuesday evening
with an average of eight attenders. The
group reads through the book consecutively,
but returns to the Jesus papers whenever a
vigitor attends.

They have bheen "interfacing with the Detroit
group and with several people from Toranta"
gccording Eo Mary Ann. They went to Boulder,
0, for some ideas and are planning a
possible university booth. Lately they've
tried a newspaper ad followed by g
restaurant meeting and they are alsao
encouraping members to bring a friend. "We
do want more growth,' said Mary Ann.
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The Toledo group sponsored the 1981 Midwest
Conference and co-sponsored the 1984
confarence.
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The other co-sponsors of the 'B4 Midwest
Conference wore the Cincinnati group, led by
Ted (see "People," pape 5) and Vicki Blaney.
They actually were responsible for another
conference which occurred in 1970 before the
eurrent series of meetings began in Fort
Wayne in 1978,

The group is currently bhetween enpagements--—
it's not meeting. But its history covers
about & decade of on-againfoff-apgain
meetings, so it may well start up afresh,
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The present Cleveland group has been meeting
"for just over a year," according to
spokesman Tom Connors, The group has about
five or six active members and about Een or
eleven others who are interested, It meets
each Sunday, pursuing a "“topic of interest
which emerzes from discussion."

{continued on page &)
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mirom the editors

Unique as the URANTIA movement is in the
hiztory of epochal revelations and relipious
movements in general, we dare not assume
that it is immune from mistakes that only
become apparent over centuries. Some perils
have already become obvious, but some of
their more subtle implications deserve more
atbention.

We already know that we are Eortunate to
have received the teachings &= a single,
unlfied, and imspired worlk; we know that
legal protections are necessary to guard
against any alteration of the text. A more
insidious danger 1s that well-meant
interpretations and study alds may some day
proliferate to the poink where they focusm
attention on what people have to say about
The UEANTTA Book rather then what the book
itself =ays—just as some may make the
mistake of substituting what the book says
about religious living for their own
personal experience of sonahip with God.
However useful ‘such 'study Eools may be, we
must make sure they always turn our
attention back to The URANTIA Bool itself,
Lo let 1t function properly as a8 means Lo an
and.

Even the more practical aspects of the
movement should be questioned now and then.
We pride ourselves on an absence of ritual,
but rituals have been known to develop, over
Yong periods of time, from what began as a
sensible and convenient practice. We may
unwittingly be setting erpanizational and
ceremonial precedents that would outlive
(continued on page 7)
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In seeling the hiphest applicable Cruth out
of the many true statements in the fifth
epachal revelation, ['ve learned the
necessity of sharing and absorbing ideas in
apen forum. Thank you for the history,
poetic inspiration and many ideas your
publication shares.

Michael Brady
Enoxvwille, TH

Your 55.00 fes seems tooooo low for these
daze. How about a raise to F7.00 or 10,007
[ wote Eor &7.00.,

LLance Grolla

Yellow Springs, OH

(Editar's note: Although all of the letters
that we received felb that an increase in
price was appropriate, we'll reserve this
act until sheer neceassity drives us to it.
I'm the interim, enjoy.)

PERVADED SPACE is an informative and
objective newaletter and I enjoy it a great
deal, Keep up the good work.

Ron Craig
Concord, CA
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. World News

The dates chosen for the 1986 Midwest
Conference are August Bth to 10th, 1GEGA,
The conference will be held at the St.
Benediet Center in Madison, Wisconsin.

The conference theme is "The Presence of
God". The Central Wiscansin Study Group,
which is sponsoring this conference, will
send out reglstration informetion as the
event gets closer. Anyone interested in
participating in the conference may contact:

Brad Shrake
Re. ¥#5 Bax 232
Marshfisld, WI 54449

A new book by Dr, Rebert Slagle entitled &
Family Meeting Handbook is available thrﬂﬁﬁh
The Family Relations Foundation., This hook
has attempted to maintain the spirit of The
URANTIA Book's portrayal of Jesus having
family meetings with his brothers and
sisters. It tells vou how to hold consensual
Family Meetings and succeed in "achieving
family harmony happily." The 16l-page book
costs approximately $7.95. For more
Information contact:

Family Relations Foundation
PO Box 462

sebastopol, CA 05472

The newly chartered Northern Lisht URANTTA
Society of Alaska is inviting all readers to
nelp celebrate its first calendar year by
joining in a "Year of Study.” The plan is to
progress through The URANTIA Book one time
in synchrony, beginning on January 1, 198A,
reading four papers a week, completing the
project just before Christmas of 1986.

anyone interested in participating, and
wishing to be kept informed and encouragsod
on a monthly basis, may write:

Tom Choguette

Northern Light URANTIA Society
of Alaske

3605 Arctic Blwd, #972

Anchorage AK 99503
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Roundup

As reported: in the Last issue, Firstc URANTLA
Society i= planning a miniconference for
March and a series of intensive study
gessions beginning sSooner on a monthly
basis, The conference will be based on the
theme "Spiritual Influences and Our
Responsibilities," while the study sessions
will be on "Evolution: Past end Present."

A mailing will go out Soon to readers in
northeast T1linois, southesst Visconsin,
and northwest Indiana.

The mailing to the greater Chicago
area regidents from the newly
created Chicapo Area Referral
Service was sent as scheduled

in October. The group represents
the four area societies and
endeavors Lo assisl readers in
finding or starting local

study groups. Only 10 to 20
responses have heen received by
CARS coordinator Dawid Xuliske
(320 Forest View, Lake BILuff, IL
60044 (312) 234-6204) of the
250 sent out. David i=s loocking
especially to assist readers

not currently active in a study
Eroup.

UEANTIA Brotherhood sponsored a8 retreat for
members of the General Council and URANTTA
Foundetion on November 8th through 10th at
Cedar Creek Farm Seminar Center near St.
Louis, MO. As a basis for their discussion,
participants considered 8 guiding philosaphy
atatement for URANTIA EBrotherhood that was
developed by an ad hoc philosophy coEmittee
over the past two years, Many divergent
viewpoints were expressed diuring the two
days. It was decided by the Executive
Committee that the General Council will
conbinue to move in the direction of long
range planning at a meeting in April of next
year at which a professional facilitator
will pversee the process.

{continued on page 4)
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{Ohio-~continued from page 1)}

Its other leaders include Ray Cardenia and
Holly Arvinites, a former Chicagoan whose
parents were in the Forum. Tom says he knows
of -at least four previous attempis: Lo get a
Cleveland group started, but none lasted due
to "“the presence of a few individuvals who
were unbalanced, disruptive, or inkterested

in diverting the discusaion £rom The URANTIA

Book to other topics." (One managed to
combine all of these tendencies: claiming
he'was from Venus, he complained to the
Foundation that the group wasn't open-
minded.} The group has found that the best
way of dealing with disruptive or
uncooperative individuals is to be
straightforward and make it clear from the
oubset that the purpose cof the proup ds Lo
study The URANTIA Book.

The group has started a library book
placement program in cooperation with Tom
Allen of the Brotherhood Deomestic Extension
Committes. But they are looking for other
methods of outreach and would welcome
sugpestions. "I realize these things take
time," Tom admitced. "Newer people expect
things to happen right away. Of course,; but
I won't be surprised if prowth Lakes place
more alowly." He did say that he's found one
source of new readers from Alcoholics
ANonymous.

The group very much desires more contact
with the movement; they've offered an open
invitarion to peaple from the outside,
especially from Chicago headquarters, to
visit. Tom can he reached at (216} 791-1678.

The Columbus readers are represented by
Stephen Caruso, who has been dinvolwved in
area groups for about =ix years, since he
started reading the book. He's had a booth
the past two years at his neighborheod
festival, but has not found much response,

The study group has donated books to Area
librarie=, It has depended in larse part on
invigorating leadership from Father Eobert
Schuer of New Lexington, whemever he “wasn'c
speakine at a conference; doing his

prisstly chores, in Rome delivering books to

the Yatican, or sending a ‘book to Hancy
Reagan. Right now they're rebuilding his
care cenbter in New Lexington, so I guess
he's been busy keeping things together
there," Stephen commented.

S

The New Lexington group is indeed headed hy
Eobert Schuer, but PERVADED SFACE was unable
ta reach him for elaboration on the group's
activities.
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The Ohio groups reflect the propress and
problems of study groups everywhere. There
is a variety in their approach to the hook,
g handful of strong leaders who keep the
groups focused and going, and an increasing
degire for growth and activities such as
book placement which po beyond the study
group itself,

In a future issue, PERVADED SPACE will
begin a regular column of tips on
organizing and conducting study groups.
Practical teopics such as attracting new
members, meeting environment, how to
accommodate new readers, and sroup
dynamics will be covered.

We dnvite all PERVADED SPACE readers
to submit questions and/for suggestions
on related subjects for possible
inclusion,

(News—continued from page 3)

The dates set for the Intensive Summer Study
cegslons sponsared: by the Educetion and

Fraternal Relations Committees are June 24th
to 27th at Lake Forest College, Lake Forest,

I1.. This has been the site for several
yEears.

The 1987 CGeneral Conference of URANTIA
Brotherhood is planned for August 2nd to 7ch,
1987 at Bowdoin College in Brunswick, Maine.
Marilynn Kulieke was selected as conference
chair and plans are just beginning to get
underway.
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When Ted Blaney was growing up in the
country near Mansfield, Ohio, he had an
"affinity for nature." He wanted to know the
name of all plants and animals and he
developed a keen interest in apriculture.
Thie phservation and appreciation of living
things eventually gave Ted the perception
that "the complexity and beauty and purpose
behlnd life cowld not be explained only by
science,"

At the same time, growing up in the
verhodist church, some parts of Christianity
had meaning for Ted and other parts he
rejected, leaving him with a "fragmented
gutlaok” that stimulated him te search for
truth.

These two different threads ultimately led
him to emhrace The URANTIA Bool, for on the
one hand, the Fook "goes well heyond the
scientific boundaries of today! and on the
other, 'provides meaning to the religions of
today." Mast particularly, Ted Finally
"ynderstood Christianity."

While Ted enjoyed life sciences, practical
considerations led him to study chemistry
and phyeics. In his senior year of college
at Indiana Institute of Technology, he was
taking an Introduction to Philosaphy course
under Dr, Meredith Sprunger. Near the end of
the course, Dr. Sprunger assipned reading of
the Foreword to The URANTIA Book. Ted bhecame
5o absorhed in reading The URANTIA Book that
it had a "dramatic effect on his final
arades.' He had to avoid the book until
after completing graduate school at Case
Instititute of Technology {now case Western
Reserve). Thus it was in 1966 that he
ohtained his own copy of The URANTIA Book.

It was a five year process to embrace the
book's teachings in a relatively complete
sense. Ted was "intrigued but skeptical.'
For & long time he could not acceptably
determine "What is truth and how do you know
{£7" The Thought Adjuster papers provided
the resolution to the problem, They were
also the spark igniting Ted Lo active
involvement with other religionists.

Thus it was that in the late 60's Ted began
two careers: his work position at Procter

and Gamble in Cincinnaci, Ohio and his
URANTIA =studies career. At Procter and
Camble, Ted has been involved with diapers
for a long time. For several years he did
reserarch and testing on diaper rash. Some
of his work is being published just now.
Currently Ted iz a Staff Engineer in product
development at Procter and Gamble, and his
most recent project was developing and
pubting into production the "single piece
refastenable tape disposable diaper."

Since 1969, Ted has been anchorman for the
Cincinnatl area study group, Over the years
it has metamorphosed many times, has been
bhig and at other times inactive, but in any
case fairly centinuous. Ted, along with this
group, hosted a reglonal conference in the
area in 1976. In 1984, Ted was the site
coordinator for the Midwest Conference which
was held near Cincinnati.

Ted 1ives in 8 Cincinnati suburb with his
wife Vicki and an inderminate number of
children, He is careful not to make the
informal teaching of his children too
programmed or "opportunistic.” He labors to
preserve for them the joy of discovery, even
as he has so many times had an opportunity
te experience the joy of discovery in
gcience, philosephy and religion.

KEEP YOUR gURSCRIPTION COMIRG!

If you have moved, or plan to move
g oon, be sure to send us your
il o1 address, T
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Ecommentaries I

The topic for these commentaries is:
"Haw do you incorporate the URANTTA
teachings into your celebration of
traditional holidays?"

R O® F OF K F

[ don't think reading The URANTTA Book
contradicts enjoying our helldays. In fact,
reading the book actually enhances our
enjoyment of the traditional festivities
because we can appreciate them for what they
are.

Christmas is especially applicable,
we would like to see a little less
commercial exploitation, we do not find it
sacrilegious. Christmas is a very anclent
holiday, as reading the book informs us. It
is fum Eo try to separate cut the origins of
all Ehe different riltuals and traditions
associated with Christmas and discover what
a conglomeration of different customs this
most fun holiday has become, And we really
enjoy Che beauby of the Christmas story s
told by Luke, and all the singing and
pageantry at church.

While

But our "holiest" holiday is Easter, I
don't believe that the commercialism
associated with Christmas will ever Etouch
Easter to the same degree, becausa it is a

more “genuine" hely time. T have a personal
tradition of rereading Part IV every Easter
geason. As a family we approach Easter with
more reversence and spirituval attitude.

Our holidays have become separate from thieir
relipious heginnings in this country;
perhaps that is not such a bad thing. MHaybe
readers of The URANTITA Book can infuse new
weanings into our "holy days" and enjoy the
true meanings of cur ancient holidays.

o

The significance of traditional "holy days"
has been laost, I think, with their being
viewed generally as another day off work, =a
chance to relax and forget the problems of
the day. Yet perhaps from guilt, we Lry to
remember the significance and aceept the
media messages that "get us in the mood."

Mary Gechlueter
Crystal Lake, IL

For me, though, the mood never seems. to
arise when heckoned, and [ find my outward
eelebrations lacking in enthusiasm, althoupgh
inwardly T am often moved while pondering
and praying sabout the holinese of the day.
This inward celebraticn, I feel, is a vesult
of my understanding of the teachings of The
URANTIA Book and adds further to make Chat

day holy for me.

) -

We are a family of five with threa young
children: Jasmine, 6; Eden, 3; and Faith,
16 month=, The holiday celebrations are

indead facal points im our yearly Thythm.

Jack Seaman
Owen Sound, Ontario

The Christmas season offers a special
opportunity to relate: the stories of Jesus
and his earth family. We create s beautiful,
peaceful environment, ocften using candles
and nature’s gifts. We like Lo hold hands in
a circle and sing simple songs of praise and
thanks. There are many gatherings wlth
family and friends in the spirit of
brotherly lovae.

A somewhat unusual holiday we started
observing this past year is Fentecost or
Whitsun—the bestowal of the Spirit of

(continued on page T)

How not to revise tradition., .

Y50 we decided fe tell the children
that A-B-C the first comes down the
chinney with Christmais presents ang 4 -
Life CEavpier brings the Edster 995




{Commentaries—continued from page &}

Truth, & group of area readers pathered with
all symbolically dressed in white, The
adults read Paper 194 and took turns sharing
in the care and direction of the children.
We made beutiful paper doves, desipgned a
personal greeting card to Jesus, formed
angels from beeswax, and spent time in the
gently awakening spring morning.

Susan Weller
Tola, WI

“*

(Fditorial—continued from page 2]

their usefulness if too clasely Eollawed.
Diversity and a periodic rethinking of
habits and customs will be our best defense
apainst this tendency.

Fram the start ap undue concern with the
parly history of the book and irs associated
individuals has been recognized as a
possible problem. Many of the details
concerning beginnings have been purposely
gllowd to Fade into obseurity. But the
danger is far from past., From a future
viewpoint we are part of the early ORANTIA
movement. [t's too easy Co trest some
individuals as "stars' and for them to
accept such treatment. Certainly mutual love
and understanding depend on knowing

one another's perscnalities and
backprounds; otherwise, we would neither
print our "People" column nor our
gommentaries. Bub even as we encourage
leadership, we must make sure that we are
not "respecters of persons,' setting some
above others for the wrong reasons. The
error of creating legends within our own
time might bring with it the more serious
risk of precipitating the evolution of a

o eeeas =

hierarchy, neot to mention a pantheon of
saints., The best intentions don't always
protect against the tendency of human
ipstitutions to multiply errors as they
gather momentum.

A cautious approach does not mean that we
should freeze into inaction for fear of
unforeseeable consequences. But we should
seak to combine careful study of religious
and secular history with a habit of
considering long-term ramifications even
when making short-term plans.

abook s T

Self-Esteem
by Robert Schuller

Nationally televised, Robert Schuller is
rapidly becoming one of the most influential
relipionists in American history. I highly
recommend Self-Esteem. Every pape offerrs
nugpets of preat wisdom, psychological,
aociological, and religious insights, and
positive suggestions in all realms wherein
gelf-asteem can improve human life, from the
individual to the planetary whole. He opines
that the greatest boon to the acquirement of
solf-esteem is to recognize oneself as a son
or daughter of God. He discusses in
concentrated, cogent, and incontestable
logic the necessity of self-esteem and its
patentials when sought by an entire
sociery——an entire world. He probes in
convineing detail and describes the role of
celf-esteem as it impacts on evangelism,
social ethics, economics, communications,
and world relisious missions, And all this
"gpiritual regeneration of men” will
aventuate a global '"New Reformation,” what
we might call a "spiritusl renaissance.”

David Glass
Ft. Worth, TX

You are invited to suhscribe to FERVADED
SPACE. Tor a one-year subscription, send
£5,00 with your name and address to:

(NOTE:; If you are already a suhscriber,
vou will be notified when it's time to

reneyw your subscription.)

FERVADED SPACE

cfo Kulieke

320 Forest View Drive
Lake BLuff, IL 60044

Make checks pavable to
David Kulieke.
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Lake Bluff IL 60044
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