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The URANTIA Boo

And

Christian Fundamentalism

by MEREDITH .J. SPRUMGER

Many devout Christians of conservative or
fundamentaliastic background have read
geciions of The URANTIA Book and recognized
the superk quallty of its spirlitual Insighta
but hawve been croubled by the revelatory
claim of the book or positions taken which
differ from some of the literalistic
dactrines of fundamentalism. hese people
over the years have written fo ask
gquestions, express perplexity, seek help,
ot challenge atatements.

This paper seeks to speak with construc-
tive understanding to these questions and
gpirltual anxieties. In many ways it

has been the Christian fundamentalists whao
have maintalned the vibrant splrltusl
emphasis of religion in America. Our intent
1s mot to contend with fundamentalistic
beliefs but, rather, to set chese spiricual
truths in a larger frame of reference which,
'|'|-:‘:|].'-e.|.'1.1'|.'|.}', will epnable theas whe hald te a
conservatlve theclogy to more adequately
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understand thet we subscribe Lo
splritual
Christ.

the same
realities and are brothers in

Most peocple who accept the Bible as
tevelation do not do so because some one
demanded chedience to this belief. They
accept the Bikle as the word of God beacauvee
they recognize its spiritual truthe.

Your approach to The URANTIA Boak should

be made the same way. Before you read

The URANTIA Bock you ahould net regard it
ag revelation. Only after you have road it
ara. you in & posltlion to begin te consfder
whether or not it may have been inspired

by God. Falth and conviction must come
from honest and sincere inner leading and
not from external suthoritarian claim

or demand.

How We Gotb Our Dible

In thinking about the antire guestion of
revolation 1t may be helpful to know how
we got our Bible. Theological schools
devote entire courses o this guestion

and dozens of books are available on the
subject. But you can get a short, synoptiec
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knowledge of the Bible's origin by going
to the Public Libraey refeorence shelf and
get A copy of Hastings' Dicclanacy of the
Bible. Look up the term "cancn™, which
means "officially sceepred standards or
baoke™ and read about how we gat our Bihle.

You will find the ©ld Testament ewolvod

in three main SCages over thousands of
¥Years of hiatery. Tt was edited periodi-
cally by many schalars. Tha entire canon
of the Old Testament was not decided until
around %0 A.D. at the famous Council of
Jamnla whers Hebrew scholars finally
determined which books showld be included
in: the "ofFicial” ascriptuces.of Judaism.
The process and the conclusions are much
more complex and extemsive than this brief
description might lead you to belleve.

The New Testament began im the sarly
Christian Church 48 a series of PEPELE

and letters writien by numerous people.
These papers were clrculated among
belicvers, edited, combined, end added o
by many early scholars and church leaders.
Tho mames of apostles ware often accached
o the better papere so that they would
have more authority for church members.
From around 144 A.D. ta 367 A-D. wvarlous
scholars and bishops drew up thele own
lists of books which they thought should

bee canonical ot officially recognized books.
Finally, athanasius, bishop of Alexandris,
wWwrote an Easter letter to the churches of
hie diocese in the year 367 in which he
discusses the books which he consideced
canonical. "This 18 the first list whieh
includes all of the Ewenty-seven books of
the Hew Testament as we now have it. His
list, however, was in a different sequence
than ovur current Mew Testament. At warious
church councils in the years that followed,
Athanasius' Tist was widely adopted and

in this way we pot our New Testament.

In atnamaslus'! pastoral letter he wrote
with all of the asuthoricty of a bishop,

"lec no one add to them (his lisc} or take
away sught of tChem." Such authoritarian
exhortations were considered necessary to
prateckt the purity of revolatery teachinga;
and atactements like the admonitien in

Kev. Z2:18-19 "] warn every cne who hears
the woeds of the prophecy of this bask...!
WErD COMTmOn . In the same way the revelatcors
sE The URAKTTA Book requested that the book
be published under international copyrizht
protection so that the pucity of these
tedchings could be safeguesrded. Theae
precaulions are not meant to imply Ehat

Cod ceased to enlarge the revelation of
himself amd eplritual cruth to succeading
penerations. The hiscory of the Gible




shows that God does progressively reveal
larger truths to a developing world.

Early religious leaders used authoritarian
warnings and admonitions frequently to
protect the latest prophetic messages.

Onece’ you understand how the content af the
Bible was accumulated, edited, adopted,

arel officially approved, you realize that
revelation le validated by centuries of
experience. Many people recognize revela-
Lion immediately because the ilndwelling
apirit of God confirms what they hear or
road but it takes many people over a long
period of time to estsablish a sccial
tradition of revelation swuch as the Bible.
This tradition along with the authoricy and
prestige of the Ilnstitutional church results
in & cultural conditioning which largely
determines how the average person thinks
and aets.

Rocognizing New Revelation

The URANTIA Book being very new must be
evaluated by the indwelling spirit of God
working in the mind and heart of each
individual. You should accept nothing in
The URANTIA Bock or any other book unloss
Lt passes this Inner cesc of truth. 1 am
confident that a thousand years hence, we
will have a solid soclal ctradition witnes-
ging to the revelatory gquality of

The UBANTIA Book.

Revelarion is always the product of the
action of God in the life of man. God has
&n ilnfinice number of wave to do this.

In Jesus of Hazareth he uscd both genecic-
physical and spiritual means to bring
revelation to uwa in the form of
In the writings of Paul he uscd
ingpiration in the mind of Paul te bring us
revelation in the form of brief lctters to
chutches. TIn John's besk of Revelation

he used & vialen to the mind of John to
bring us revelation. In The URAMNTIA Book
he used high spirit personalities to bring
revelation in the form of a bock. Gad
could use an infinite number of chanmels
and manifestationa to bring revelation

to his mortal children. It is God's wisdomn
which determines the time, place, methad,
and form of revelation. We might speculats
on why Ged wses certain chennels and [orms
but this would only be an educated guess.
The epirit of God is always active in the
warld and in this sense revelation is
confinuous - wsually through inner guidance
Lo individuala whe share these prophetic
insighte with their society. Perilodically
epochal revelatfans accur — such as the
coming of Jesus. Epozhal revelations

4 person.
spiritual
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naturally have a much greater effect on sur
world than the continuous forms of evelu-
tionary revelation. A study of theose
epochal revelations ashow that each
succeeding cne enlarges and enhances the
earlier spiritual understanding.

Fevelation must always be given in che
language, forms of knowledge, and philo-
sophical concepts which are meaningful to
the people given this revelatfion at the time
in which it is given. As human knowledge
oxpanda revelation uses these more advanced
concepls to convey Lts spiritual message.
This is a never ending process.

The Hew Fulfilla and Enhances the 01d

Just as the New Testament Ffulfills and
upsteps the 0ld Testament, The UEAKTIA Book
confirms and enlarges the truths of the
Bible. Most prople have a such greater
appreciation of the Bible after reading

The URANTIA Book. The Bible and The

URANTIA Book are companion volumes. NWot to
recognize this close supportive relatiocnship
1s to repeat an ancient errar. Early in

the Christian Church a wealthy ship-owner
by the name of Harcion headed a movement

to climinate the Dld Testament frem
Christian literature. The church wisely
rejected his views. Any reader of

The DRANTIA Book who tock this same attitude

toward the Bible, in my judgement , would
be making this samo mistake. There are
many peaple, in fact, who have not boon
interested in the Bible until after they
have read Tha URANTIA Baalk.

Boecause of the natural suspicicn conserva-
Cive religloniets have toward aay claim

of mew revelation, a rather common reac-
tion which well meaning fundamentalista
have toward The URANTIA Book 1= that it
could be the work of Satan. This is an
understandable attitude of pecple whe da
not have a scholarly background in religion
and who have beon taught to zealously
defend the Bible. It is also interesting
to recall that this was the same possibility
raised in cennection with the message of
Jesus. Jesus' response bo this accusabion,
I cthink, {5 as good as can be made. Ha
said he sheuld be judped by the Fruits of
his Life - "How can Satan cast out Satant!
The URARTIA Book should be judged in che
same way. You will fimd i supports che
misslon and message of Jesus and refutes
the intentions and message of Satan!
Epochal revelatfion will probably always
meet the same reception given the message
of Jesus. The leaders of traditienal
religious institutions are likely to oppose
Le; but, in time, the common people will
recelve it gladly.




The Human and the Divine

A careful study of the life and teachings
of Jesus teveals there is no contradiccion
between the spirfitual teachings regarding
Jegus found in The URANTIA Book and the
Bible. Certainm physical and cosmological
facts or assumprtions are corrected and
Jesus! entire lifec and Eecachings are
énlarged by The URANTIA Book; but the
pesenkial spiritual Eruths do ool thnngn.

For imstance Christlan theologlams
generally atfirm that Jesus was both a
human and a divine perscnality but the
majority of scholars inm mainline churches
have long recognized that the story of
the immaculate conception and virgln
blech were added by the early church

to make his divime nature mere believable
for the church members of those Cimes.

an Ilnceresting observaticn 1s that today,
except for the most unlettered people,
this story is generally a stumbling block
to belief in che authenticeity of the
Biblical record of the divinity of Jesus.
Tf the virgin birth fs a hiaterical fact,
the reverse argument 1s a much sounder
philesophical position. That is, since
Gad could have wsed any meched he desired
to incarnmate his son, the fact of the
divinity of Jesuas makes the wirgin birth
a possible sptlon of the divine plan.

The reasom most mainline church theola-
glans doa not accept the virgin birth
story is that only two of the four gospels
record it and no where elae in the

Hew Testament is it referred to. The
earliest gospel, Mark, and the latest
Euapell John, do not mention itC. Such an
important event one would expect all of
the gospel writers to highlight.
Secondly, there are many instances of
supernatural conception and wirgin bicth
recorded in the annals of religlous
history. It was the characteristic method
by which ancient proples designated the
divine arigin of thelr prophets and
leaders. Paradoxically, the Biblical
aecount kraces the lineage of Jesus back
to David chrouph the ancestry of Joseph,
not Mary. Finally, modern Chriscian
scholars reject the wirginm birth stary
because it is obseorved that Ged usually
uses Che natural laws af his creacion to
work his purposes in the world.

The spirituval truth regarding the nature
of Jegus 13 that he was both human and
divine. This The URANTIA Book strongly
affirma. The book does not even mention
the immaculate conception and virgin
birth [t 13 assumed that the

dactrines.
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Father ceould fincarnate his son asm a
mortal on our world throuwgh the matural
process of conception and bicch. The
ancient legend i3 guietly ignored while
the spiritual truths regarding the nature
of Jesus are substantiated and enhanced.

An Enlarpged Spiritual Universce

The weiters of che warious beoks of Che
Hibkle had a comparatively simplistic
universe cosmology. They visualized a
flat earth in.the center of creatcion
cncompassed by the vault or "firmament!
of heaven. This limited astronomical
knowledge naturally conditicned their
interpretacion of aplritual realities
and personalities. Basic spiritusl
teuth,thetefore, had to be revealed

to the Biblical autheore in prescientific
frames of relerence.

The revelators of The URANTIA Book presentc
a cosmology which, while in essential
agreement with our present ascronomical
knowledge, goes far heyond our contempo-
vary Sclence. They alsa clarify our
knowledge of the Paradise Trinlcy, the
prebescowal personality and universe
status of Jesus, and the functional
relatlonships of spiritual belngs in
general. Although the Bible does naot
speak of the Trinlty per se, Chrilsatian
thinkers have developed tho doctrine of
the Trinity and naturally assumed, wichout
specific Nibklical confirmation, that the
preincarnate Christ was the second person
of the Trinity. The fact that the
prologue of John speaks of him as Che
actual creator of our universme Was moco

or lesg regarded as a poetie "lopoa!
doctrine since thologians regarded God

the Father as the creator. The authors

of The URAHTIA Book, however, tell wus

this Biblical description [also stated in
Col. 1:1% and Heb. 1:2)} of the pre-
existent Christ s literally true.

both the Creator and saviour of our
universe.

He is

Each Creator Son of a8 local universe is

a unigue creation al the Universal Father
and the Eternal Som and is5 known as

*the only begotcen son”™ in his universe
and all whe zo to the Father in this
universe po through the miniscry and
means established by this Creator-Savice
Son. Ewen Lhnugh Jesus is nobt the second
perscn of the Paradise Trinlty, his
prespnce and powWer are exackly the same
ag that of the Etermal S5cn, the second
pErson of the Trinity, if he were acting
in the place of Chelst in our universe.
After Jeaus® bestowal on our confused



planet the Father, as recorded in Matthew,
placed "all awthority in heaven and carth!
in his handa; and he has promised cne

day te return to this world af his
crucifixion experionce. Here, again,

we son The URANTIA Book, while correct-
ing assusptions made due to our VETY
limited unlverse knowledze, confiems

and reinforces the basic spirituwal Eruths
of the Bihle.

Saviour of Mankind

All Christians losk te Jesus as the
mediator between man and God and regard
him as the saviour of mankind. Tt is

in tha explenation of this salwvatien that
they differ. Thecloglans of mainline
Christisn churches see salwvaticn as che
glft of God throuwgh faith in Jesus
omphasizing God's love for humanity and
full acceptance of them as his mortal
sans and daughters. The theologians

of Christian fundamentaliem regard
salvation aa the gift of Gad through
falth in Jesus because he offercd himself
as a blood sacrifice demanded by Caod

the Father as the price for forgiving

the sins of mankind. This is known as
the blood atonement doctrine in which
Jesus §s seen as the redesmer of humanity
Erom the condemnation of a just and

holy God.

The only Christian belief which the
aubhors of The URANTIA Back wigorously
criticlize 1s the blood atonement thecrey.
They do so because this doctrine distores
and slanders the great lowe which the
Universal Father has for his mortal

sons and daughters. It is completely
incompatible with Jesus' teachings about
the nature of God the Father. God's

love is not subordinate to his righteous=
fness or holiness. Love 1e che Universsl
Father's primary attitude toward all
perscns. Jesus indead, the saviour
of mankind but not a redeemer

B
is,

The blood atonement theory has dts crigin
In the conceptual language of Paul.
Coming out of Che Jewish tradicicn and
Writing with Jewish pecple in mind,

Faul wsed the aymbolic idea of Jesus

a8 the "final sacrifice" in their
sacrificlal eyatem as a missionary
approach which made sense co those with
a Jewish Background. Mew Testament
scholars teday recognize that Paul did
not held a God copcept which weuld be
compatible with 8 literal blood atonement
doctrine. He used this sacrificial
language because it was the only Erame

of reference which would be acceptable
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Lo Che Jews of his day. TE was a
missionary attempt to relate to the
thought patterns af the JTews.

Moet ministers in mainline Christian
churches have long slnece abandoned this
retelbutive concept of God. The Bible
commentary most widely wsed in America
coday fa The Interpreter's Bible
published by Abingden Press. In

volume VILI, p. 510-11, the writer in
commanting on John 3:16 says, "Some of
the past explanations of the gospel ate
not opverhelpful to us now. Most of us
are not abt home in the Jewlsh sacrificial
system; and metaphore drawn from it

can be confusing rather than 1lluminating.
Anel some of the interpretations, popular
in the Middle Ages, are to us ifncredible,
and cven mensLroud....S5o do many, with
the Gopels in their hande, appear te

seo In them a lesser God giving himself
to save us from the implacable fury and
resentment of the great God, slow and
hard to be appeased, and demanding hie
pound of Flesh from someone. That is
hideows heresy; and the blasphemy of
blasphemios. It was in the eternal

plan of Ged the Father that Jesus Chrise
lived out im fact: 'Ged was in Christ,
reconciling the werld unte himself?

{(II Cor. 5:19), not standing sullenly
aside, and needing himself to he
teconelled. "

We should recognize that mesac of those
who s5till accept a literal hlood atocne-
ment thecry in our day probably de sa aut
of misunderstanding and with no imtent

ta deny the loving nature of God. Ta
believe that Cod the Father cannot or
will not lave man wntil his insmocent

son is brutally executed is a cruel
distertion of the loving nature of che
Heavenly Father Jesus revealed ta man.
But The URANTIA Book does affimm the
poeltive spiritual values associated with
the crucifixion and man's salvation

which important to fundamentalists

as well as ather Christiana.

Sre

[t was the Father's will that Jesus allow
the Jewish leaders to dispose of him

as they desired. God does not arbitra-
rily interfere with the premeditated
intentions of man. Jesus' desth on che
cross demenstrates the profound lave

he and the Father have for man even

when they were torturing and executing
him. He refused to uee divine power to
save himself or punish these mizguided
evll demrs. This great lowve is the mast
powerful saving act the Father and the Sem



could beatow on self-willed man in this
situation to eventually deliver him from
hies ilgnorance, evil, and sin amd cause
man to recognize God's tranascendent lowve
and accept sonship. Salwvation is some=
thing which God fn Chroist makes possible
for man. Finite man cannot sawve himself
but through Eaith he may accepr chis
Elft of eteornal life. Christ is the way
by which all mortals in our universe po
to the Father.

On_Approaching Hew Truth

Hew truth 1s always challenging and often
chreatening to traditienaliscs. Thia ia
both natural amd good. The tried and 3 !

crue values of hiscerical experlence : Lis
cannct and showld not be easlly replaced
hY Ehe new and wnbtosted. Bub thesc : ik
historis teuths are peripdicallyupstepped , i

by prophetic wvision. BSuch growth i= ; T o '
vuaually & traumatic experlence for indi-
viduals, the church, and society.

Every prophet in the histoery of che Old
and Mew Teataments has met with wnbelief
and oppasition. The pricsts of soclety
have repularly stoned its prophets.

Then Eheir sons of ancther censtury build
monuments o honor the prophets perscculed
by their fathers. Ic is good to be
cautious and critical; it is helpful Lo
doubt and carefully evaluate. Burt we need
Lo be open and objective enough to allow
the spirit to lead us to larger truth.
Jesus told his apostles that he weuld
send the Spirit of Truth threugh which

he would lead them to greater trutbhs in
the Future. We must be sensitive to this
Splrit of Truth. We need to lesrn to
recognlze Eruth in its many Eorms anel
varying appearances.

You will find that The URBANTIA Book will
sCand the tept of critical examinacicn.
It is rooted solidly in the traditicnal
spiritual verities of cthe Christian falth
which have endurcd for centurles.

Reading and studying The URANTIA Bock
will glve wou & deepar and larger wvision
of this sawvwing faith and help you become
& part aof & :ﬁairiLuni renaissance which
ig dawnlng on ocur world.

" If you do not wish to continue to raceive

HARMONY, please drop us a note.
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On Introducing

The URANTIA Book
To The World’s
Religions

by RICHARD BATN

One of the pgreat tasks for students of
The URAMTIA Book im the mext century and
beyunﬂ is the introduction of the boak

to pacple of the world's different
teligions. This arcicle can only scrakch
the surface of the problems that will ke
encountered. In fact, presenting cach
religion as a separate entity is somewhat
migleading, becawse gach religion is &
collectlon of secte that can be quite
differenc. Hewvertheless, they do have
points in common, and it 1a these points
that I have tried to examine to deter-
mine what conflicts may exist between
them and the concepts of The UDRANTTA Baoalk.

It i3 1ikely chat much of che task of
introducing the book to a given religion
will be done by someons who is a part of
that religion. As the staff of che
Planetary Prince tralned people from
cach tribe to g0 back and teach their
fE].].l:l'h'ﬂ, g ahould we uze this wise
methed.  Initially, however, we will need
to Interface with those of wvarious
religions and it would be well for us o
know what fssues they may be sensitive
about. HWe may save ourselves a soad
deal of embarrassment.

A further consideration in our efforts
to apread che Coachings of cthe book

concntns lts receptlon. We may expect
that ouwr sincere efforts will brimg in

L B ‘:‘- ! Sl Ak many pecple who will become dedicatod

el AT e R S i e (Bt iy gtudents af the book. More likely
it '+.*’f’ g ‘?ﬂu..?t- 7 hawewer, we will fimd, as did Christian
53 .--_ T ..: o E _“"..I'.":-:';-:.-:'J". missionaries, that people will nac
e I -”.'-3"- _...._: *""-.-_"" entirely give up the old. They will try
i E T Al B R 5 :l!;‘_ to graft the new onto the old. They
LS i i 57::":;'1_1-—; may reject ideas which are in strong

l""_ :“,_*"-‘. '.rvsl?._'-: T g, Toe o A0 conllict with their old conceprs.  They

may show only a weak interest in the boaok.
Whatever the case, Wwe neecd to be realistic
and realize that universal acceptance

: fgr n S & o il s
= b it e v fo's
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of the bock may not occur for hundreds

or thousande of years. Let uws be Thankful
for any progress we can make during our
stay here, and let us not forget to share
the credit with our unseen friends.

The idea of introducing people to the book
talses the Einteresting guestion: "What do
we think we're introducing pecple to?h
Foople heve and will ask 1f ic's a
religion. The book is obviously not a
religion, but is there a rcligion
associated with it? Is the URANTIA
movement a rellgion, a fratermal grouping,
or what? [ beliewe that the movemenco

ie in a srate of hecomlng, and what it

is becoming is not very clear yet. At
present, the movement consists of poople
bound together mostly by thelr interest

in and study of the beok. But even Lf

a8 religion should develop arouwnd the book,
it is the book as the Fifth Epochal
Revelation that we are introducing te
people. If we are involved wich the
Christiam church, We must be especially
careful to make it clear thac the boak

is not a part of Christian literacure.

Amel Christiane arve ome af the First
religious groups to whom we'll have o
make Chis clear.

Christianlty

Introducing the hook to Christians
presents some interesting problems.

The concepts in the book are claser bo
Chrlatian ideas than to the ideas of any
other celizion. This may tempt Chilsaclans
to label it as jusc anaother esateric
Christian sect. Ouf greatest probles
may be belng ignored! Tt seems bto me
that we must be careful not o over=
emphiasize either the differences or the
similarities.

The tesk of Introducing Christians Eo

The URANTIA RBook is greatly compllcated
because Christianicy is divided into sc many
seckts, some almost as differenc as fslam im
from Hindulem. I doubt that any one
Lechnigue will work equally well with all
the different sects. It seems that even
with Chriscianity the mast desirable methed
is the one used by the Plaannrg Prince's
staff: Train people from the teibe, and
then send them back to teach the ideas

to thelr fellowa. If this is not possible,
we mhould at least talk with someone of

tho faith or sect we wish te deal with

g0 We can understand their cutleoock on
theclogical matters.
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It is unfortunate that Christisnity has
become such a second hand rellpgion for
sany pecple; they have become used to
being an auwdience rather than participants
in thelr religion. Mevertheless, the book
seems Lo say that Chrlstianity will he
revitalized and no doubt the book will play
some part in this process. What will

work in our favor is that there are those
in the church who recopnize che apatchy

and problems of the church - especlally
the libteral church - and these people are
actively seeking ways to bring the church
back to life. I hope that so many
Christians become enthusiastic abour the
life and teachinge of Jesus presented in
the book that the whole Christian church
will be Forced to pilve them serious
vonsideration. This new and refreshing
wiew of Jesus could be a real tonic for
Christiantty.

Of course, there are already those peocple
in many different denominaticns whe are
working quietly on a person-rCo-person
baele te bring the bhook to che attention
of their fellow Christians. Unfertunately,
Lrying to see Che resulcs of theic work

is like trying to see what's going on in
an anthill. Tt's hard to cell from looking
at the top that there is one heck of & lot
of activity underneath. The book may grow
in the church like che agave or century
plant that grows slowly for 10 te 20 years,
then in & matter of days sends wp a stalk
30 to &0 feet high with flowere on top.
Yislble progress often occurs suddenly
after years of slow growth and preparatiocn
that may not be noticesble.

Hhat conflicts in ideas between che boak
ami Christlan theclogy will we encouncer,
and how will we deal with them? There is
af course the Doctrine aof the Atcnement.
The liberal Christian church does not seem
to emphasize it, bur the more conscrvative
sects see 1t as the cornerstone of their
theology. Some of the other Christian
doctrines and concepts that may prove mare
or less trowblesome are these; the Viegin
Birth, Criginal Sim, the authority of the
Bible, and Jesus as the sccond person

of che Trinity, and belief in Jdesus as

the only pach to salvation. If we follow
Jesus! axample, we will aveld actacking
the old while we're introducing the new.
We must not expect Chriscians or those

of any religion to accept all of the
teachings of the book. At First, they
will piek and choose to find conceprs that
they are comforteble with. Az they study
the book, they may gradually replace the
ald concepts with the fewer ones. We



must expect that some will never giwe up
all of the cld; there will be all levels
of commitment just as there are now aAMmang
students of the boak.

At thia Cime che |:lr_1n=|1=r1.rz|.'Li.1.r|:: churches
generally are doing well in attracting
members and Ehis seems to justify their
comservatism. But even they are evelving,
if chey will pardon che wse of chat term.
The struggles betweon the moderate and

the conservatcive factions in seweral
donominations is a sign that the old ideas
are losing their hold on many people. By
contrast, the Liberal churches are going
through a crisis. They are losing

members and support. They are going through
a pericd of self-examination to determine
why they are losing membecs. They might

be good candidates for the updated theology
presented in The URAHTIA DBook.

Howr might the hierarchy of the church
react To The URANTIA Book and to students
of the book in the church? When there
are ooly a few people in the church who
study the bock, they can simply ignore
the issus. When there begin to be
significant numbers of these students

in the church, chenm the hierarchy will
toalize that they will hawve to deal with
the isgue. Thelr reaction will of course
depend on how they perceive this new
mowement within the church. aAfter all,

a dozen wasps in your car create a lot
moere mxciCement than a dozen houseflies.
I doubt that the hierarchy could ewver
discredit the students on the basis aof
their hehavior or tactics; most students
whom I know could hardly be described as
wild eyed famatics. 1 hope that we will
ges a peaceful evolution leading te the
theologlans taking a serious look at the
book. I don't expect them to be overjoyed
about it; though. After you'we spent
years atudying and teaching Biblical
thoolegy you may met be toc happy about
somecns rocking che boat.

Is thers an example of a new movement 1o
the church that might offer some ifdea aof
what o expect? T think so. The charls-
matic movement created some consternation
in the Chriastian church in the recent
past. There was & great deal of publiclcy
about the charismatics within haoth the
liberal Christian churehes and within the
Baptist church. It soemed sn isswe that
might split Baprisc churches aparc. How
licWever - Chere is hardly a mention of the
charismaties. What happened? It seems
that everyone made the necded adjustments
and got back to business as usual. Theo
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difforence is that the charismatics and

the cthers share the same holy bool;

The URANTIA Book is something new. There
may be a great deal more adjustment required
before peaceful co-existence is achieved.

Buddhism

The URAKTIA Book says that Buddhism is che
best of the godless teligions. AE First
consideration, it might seem that this weuld
pose & problem for those trylng to introduce
the book to Buddhists. Actually, guite

the contrary may be ctrue. Except for a

[ e sects, they do not hawve the concept

of a personal within thelr religions, a0 the
God concepts in che book will not conflice
with anything they already believe. A
Buddhist concept that may prove trouble-
gome o deal with in lighe of the teachings
of Jesus is the ides that we should escape
from our ﬂufferlng: by detaching purselves
from the world. HWill the Buddhist be

able to move from this escape idea to che
more creative idea of seeling our suffering
a8 a growth oppartunity or as a stimulus

to creative actlon? It s possible that

che Buddhist will find ways to meld the
transcending funccion with che acrivisc
concepts that Jesus taught. Actually.

both Jesus and Buddha taupht self-forpgec-
fullnesa; the difference is chat the Jesus
methad is self-forgetfulness through
gervice.

There are other differences between the
philosophies of the book and Buddhism that
might appear to be a problem but can be
casily resolved. The URARTIA Book says
that prayer and worship are the techaniques
to get in touch with ultimate realities,
whereas the Buddhist uses meditation o
transcend self and become one with ultimate
reality. But these two technlgques can be
synthesized to yield a technique that reaps
bemeflt from both. Prayer should be a
dialogue, not a monologue. We talk, and
God listens. God talks and we listem.
Prayer can only be a dialogue if ocur
talking is followed by our listening.
Meditation makes an excellent postlude

Lo prayer. When we cleat our minds of
cares and worries, we make 4 space into
Which God can place something of greater
value.

If there iz a religlon that it will be

easler to introduce the book to tchan Buddhism,

it may be Hindulsm.



Himduism

Himduism is difficult te typify. It
comsiats of a larpge and diverse group af
gects that have been lumped tegether under
the label "Hindulsm'. There are only a
few things that all these sects have in
common; one of these i5 the caste system.
According to The URANTIA Book, the caste
e¥stem was imvented by Ehe Brahman priest-
hoed in an effort to keep the natives from
intermarrying with them. The Brahman
priesthood came frem the Aryan invaders
who invaded northern India between about
2750 ko 2250 BC. While the ceaste systes
is no lenger an accredited part of Indian
culture and Hinduism, therc still exisrs

a residual of ic, a strong social seraci-
fication that effectively kecps the various
social classes sezrogated. The caste
system is hardly consistent with the
brotherhood of all people advocated by
Jesus and The URANTIA Book. Nevertheless,
the inequities of the caste sysCem havo
been challenged by such great spiritual
leaders as Gandhi and its days seem
numbered. As It passes, porhapes it will
be replaced with a culture that is in
harmony with the high vision of the book.

Ancther feature of Hinduism ehat its various
secke have in common is a belief in
reincarnation and Karma. These idoas

ara tightly intecwoven with the caste
aystem. 1If one does one's duty and stays
within ene's caste, then one has good karma
amd may be bornm into a higher caste and

live a more pleasant life in the next
reincarnation. If you are suffecing in this
life, them you must have bad karma fros

a previous life.

The caste system may prosent some problems
Lo acceptance of cthe book, bur T don'c
feel that the concept of reincarnacion
will be as difficult to deal with. After
all, the desgire of the Hindu is to rein-
capnate into a higher 1ife, and ifsn't that
exactly what happens o us when we graduate
to the mansion worlda? Perchaps the idea
of efernal progression will be more
appealing to the Hindu than the eoncepr
of being caupght Lo the endless eycles of
the wheel of karma. HKarma does offer an
easy anawer Co the question of why we
suffer. This easy answer, not unlike some
earlier Christian doctrines, satisfics
less sophisticated minds but may not be
very salisfying to deep thinkers and

truth seekers. DOur problem is to persuade
people to examine their long cherished
beliefas and coneider new concepts that
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offer better answers to the questiocns of
existence, angwers that reflect a greater
splritual insight.

The cosmology of The URANTIA Hook may he
especially appealing te the Hindu mind.
An appreclacion for the abselute and
infinite nature of God has long been o
pacrt of Hindulsm.

The Hindu may alse closely relate to the
concept of the Thought Adjuster in the book.
The book peints out that the Hinde conceptc
of the Atman is similar to the idea of

tho Thought Adjuster,

It meems to me that the book will Fare
quite well among the Hindus. They have
been quite open to new religious ideas;

in faet, the problem is that they may be
too open. The teachings of the book may

ba simply absorbed into Hinduism as
Buddhism was. Though Buddhism originated
in Imdia, it oo longer exists aa a scparate
religion there today.

And what of Jesus amnd Hinduism? Here again,
the Hindu already have similar ideas. They
have traditions of many avatars, gods
appearing in the form of men on earth. Many
of them no doubt already accept Jesus as an
avatar. 1Is this so far from the truth? Tt
appeats quite likely chat the cencepta of

The URANTIA Book will find fercile =oil in
which to grow in India.

Judaiam

Jesus may prove o be guite a stumbling
block for the Jews to overcome when
considering the book. They have, after all,
been beaten over the head wich the
Christian's Jesvs for centuries. Had
Christisnity embraced the teligion of Jesus
vather than becoming a relizgion about
Jesus, the Jews mizght find him morce
acceptable. But there is hope that this
attitude can change. The Jews may be able
ta more readily accept the Jesus of

The URANTIA Fook because he is not portrayed
a8 a savior we must believo in or a
sacrifice necessary to obtain God's
forgiveness as he Is in Christian doctrine.
The Jew may even be willing to censider the
possiblility of a dual-pmature Jesus if the
divine part is not portrayed as part of the
Trimity. There are those today calling
themaelves Jows for Jesus. IF some Jews
can accept Jesus as portrayed by Chris-
tianity, then might not many more accept
the superlative portrayal of Jesus in

The UBEANTIA Book?




The Trinity concept may prove o be a
stumbling block for the strongly mono-
theistic Jew. They fought long and hard

Lo keop the polytheistic concepts of che
Eribes and nations around them from
creeplng into Judaism, so 1t is no surprise
Chat they have such a strong monctheism.

I feel that the Jows will be able to accept
the idea of God manifested as three peraons
when they see that these thres are unifiad
I the Trinity and that on infinite and
eternal levels, God 1s one.

It may appear to us that the book dass not
have a good chance with the Jews, bulb we
would do well to remember that where we
see little possibility the Father's many
splrltusl forces may do works we do not
belicve poselble.

Ialam

It seems o me that the book will have an
even Lougher time penetcating Islam than
Judaism. The prescnt wave of funda-
mentalism sweeping Islam will make it

not only difficult but dangersus for a
Muuslim to study The URANTIA Book.
Hevertheless, oventwally the Fundamentalisc
volces will dwindle from a roar to a
whisper, and then Islem may begin to he
recepiive Eo new concepCs, oven the concepts
ol the hook.

The Huslim is as strongly monothelstic as
Lhe Jew. This means that the Trinity
comcept will aleo be a problem for the
Muslim. However, the Jesus of the book
should Fare much hetter with the Muslim
than the Jew. Jesus is not recognized

a5 a dual nature being by Islam, but he is
recngnized as a teacher and a prophet.

Though 1t may be a long time before Muslims
begln to study the teachings of the book,
we cannot afford to ignore Lslam, the
second largpest relipien in the warld.

We certainly need to understand this reli-
Eion and the culture of its peoples hefore
we can approach the Muslim with The
URANTTA Book. ==

China

China does not have a dominant religion,
but because iL contalns about a quarter

of tho world's population, [ feel thatc

it is ilmportant to consfder the spiritual
receptivity of the people dn lts culture.
It has been said of China, "Do not disturh
the sleeping dragen.! It -appears that
someone has, and this country is surging
into the Z0th centuery. Relipion there
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Appeare o be undergoing a slpnificant
Tenalasance] ag a result, a vigorous
Christian community appears o be cmerzing.
Will this Chriscian community continue its
rapid groweh?

I believe that the Chinese Christian church
will grow at an unbelievable pace if the
guvernment contlnues to be ag toleranc

of the church as it has been recently.

An example of what may happen is what has
already happened in South Xorea. Saveral
decades ago, Christianicy wes a small
presence in Scuth Korea; Buddhism was the
dominant religion. Today, the number of
Christians has nearly surpassed the number
of Buddhista En the country. The Buddhists
feel sc threatened by this surge that they
have etarted cutreach pregrams to recruft
members using methods like the Christians
are uaing. China seems bo be a spiritually
fiungry countey; T balieve the hook will
find & receptive audience when 1t finally
arcives there.

Cloglng Thoughts

There is one area that has been and srill
is a problem in all of the world's reli-
gions. To a greater or lesser extenc, the
rale of women in the world's religlons is
lesa than that of men. Both Jesus and

The URANTIA Book stress the equalicy of all
pecple before God. But religien is not
alone in this unequal treatment; it is a
part of all of the world's cultures. This
century has witnessed a signiFicant eleva-
tion of wWoman's status in Western culturse,
but only in the last few decades have
women begun to cake their rightful places
En the liberal Christian church. Im Eastern
culture, women still languish in the bonds
af 'a chauvinism like that of the European
Hiddle Ages. As it is in the Eastern
culture, so it is In the Eastern religions.
I do not believe that the teachings of the
book cen be Fully assimilated by any culture
until women have equal spiritual status

in that culture. HNevertheless, the boock
and Ets ideas are already penetrating
Weostern culture: the book ia already
sproading despite the lack of the brothep-
hood of all persons. The coming of this
brotherhoad - when i fimally arrivea -

ay he due in part o the ideass of

The URANTIA Book acting as & spiritual
catalyst In our culcure.

The world's religione have evolved over
centuries. They change slowly: we cannot



cXpech otherwise. The results of our

efforts may seem small and instgnificant,
but remember that £f cach person lights
juat one candle, soan the wecld will be
Eilled with light. We and cur childreen

atd our children's children, and so on

down the corrldors of time, will help build

the asplrictual structures envisioned in
the mind of the Suprems.

Our Wonderful
Cosmos

by DAVID GLASS

HWonderment and revelation

Span the cosmos with their jovs,
And among the heosts of heaven,
Esch his spiric-love empleys

Just to win ancother mortal

To the Father's timeless plan,
And to cheer him in his progress
Toward the bliss awaicing man.

Hever can there be an ending,
Hever cam adventure halt,

For each level of the |ourney
Leads each person ta exalt

Everything the Father wishes,
411 the love he would express,
Giving us the joya of scnship
and esternal happiness.

How can I withhald my service?
How can I allow a day

Here to pass withour I:.K.tl.l.'l:l"[i:'.E
Everyone to find hila way

Through che tumult of this planet
To the tima when he must parct,
Soon agaln in higher mansions
To begin? Inm EBruth, to start

In that climb that leads him Godward,
We'sr magain to be a man

On thie splendid world aof wonder,
He'sr to be LT8 dusC agaln.

For pach perzon ifs an offspring

Of che Father's will to love,

And he'll draw his far=flung family
Home to endleas joys abowve.
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a song for Urantians...

by W. DAVID ROBERTSON

VERSE 1
[+ [ ] i)
Tegether we can climh the highest mownzain.
[ [ 4
A8 one we con B0 Yhere no man's Ceosd.
E F
Unllfied wel1l alwaya [ind rthe anawsrc,
I H [ =
Bidden in the anity of God.
CHEEUS
T G c
"Help us Lord to look upon each other,
(15 ¥}
Kith lowe and enderacanding,
I & 4]

An ehildron ¥n need Gad mnd nne arather.,
sleplace after second verse with:

Shaw ua Lacd the way to help owr brather,
ipploce ofter third verse with:

We Live In vnlocy wich aur Brothec,

VERSE &

And though The world around wa seens divided,

He will join together hocd and bhand,

Aol froem Che steengCh peovided By eur anlen,
We'll load wach afher btowecds the promleed land.

VERSE 1

Lok heyord the bad and seek che poodness,

Theew avay vur prejudles and sorrow.

Far God wil] kelp ue all bo bove esch ochee,

And we w1iL]1 live in harecoy bomorrow.,




