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Rarely does one find a book on theology or
religion which one feels has the potential
of changing the conceptual patterns of our
culture. BHome twenty=nine years ago I was
a member of a emall group of United Church
of Christ ministers whe discovered

The URANTIA Book published by the Urantia
Foundarion, 533 Diversey Parkway, Chicago,
IL 60614 in 1955. We found it a remark-
ably effeccive book in scinulacing creacive
thinking in philosophy, religion, and
culture. The general consensus smong the
thousands who have read the hook is thet

it will receive universal racognition.

It has extremely broad ramifications, shed-
ding wisdem in almose every area of human
endeavaor.

This challenging book £5 not enly a fasci-
nating source document for personal
spiritual growth and development, it aay
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well become one of the most important
sources of information leading to the
revitalization of the Christfan Church

and the restructuring of theolopy since
the Eeformation. The growlng oumber of
ministers and other religious leaders

now discovaring the book are surprised
that a publication 9f this spiritual
guality and Ear-reacHiks potential could
have remained virtuslly hidden fer cver
thirty years. A parcial answer is found
in cthe fact that those responaible far

che publication of the book have initiated
ne prosctional programs. They halisve the
low key evolutionary process of person to
person communicatlon 1s the wise method of
acquainting people with the book. In
addition, there are three mejor factors
which have discouraged clergymen and other
teligioua leaders from & serloua veadipng
of the book:

l. Tt comez from a source which is not
known and trusted by religious and
cheolegical grauns,

2, It is a larpge book (2097 pages} and
seme sections are nof emsy Co
comptahend.



3. It claims to be new revelation and,
cheraefore, understandebly causes
suspleion, 1F not fear or hostility.

Hopefully, we have laft behind those days of
cultural naivete when elaim or authoricy
hawe any meaning 2s eriterion of truth.
Hevelatory authenticicy, therefors, is a
secondaty consideration. The primary
challenge posed by The URANTIA Book is
pragmatic, Dees it have something creative
and constructive to contribute to our modern
philosophic-religious outlook? Evaluated
on the basis of spiricwal inaighe, philosa—
phical echerence, and reality—centeradness,
it presents, Iin the judgement of rhousands
of people who have critically exanined e,
one of the finest world views of religion
available to contemporary humanity.

After a quarter of a century of eXperience
in introducing thousands of philosophy
students and miniscers to The URANTIA Book
I hava found the two major obstacles in
getting people to read the book are its
Size and inicial erroneous impressions of
"egateric” or "gnostic" connotations.

For chose who get past these paychologieal
barriers and read the bosk, almosr all are
impressed with its comprehenaive prasp of
planctary phenomena and most belisve it
hes a substantive contribution to make o
relipicus atudies.

A& NEW VISION DF REALITY

In ics ewo-thousand pages The URANTIA Book
presente an integrated picture of the
universe which relates science, philosophy,
and religion in a synergistic holism. It
Presents an integrated and mastecful view
of Ultimate Reality. Concapts of Dedty
ranging from that of a personal Universal
Father te impersonal Abhsclutes are so

well unified the holistic picture 18 main-
tained, The nature end atetributes of God
are discussed as they rtelate to the u iverse
and to the individusl. The Trinicy is
conceptualized with greater intellectual
and spiricual elarity than any other
description in theological literature.

The materizl and gravicatiemal center of
the universe, the Islc of Paradise, is
referred to as the place of origin of all
forms of reality--spiritual, mindal, and
material energy, life, and personality,

A marvelovaly orpanized hierarchical
universe i3 described which ineludes
millions of inhabiced planets in sll

SCagea of phyesical, mental and spiritual
evolution. Mechenistic and vitalistie
interpretations of nacurel phenomena ara
integrated, GSeience, philosophy, and reli-
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Blon are seen as partial aspects of a
larger unified universe picture.

Iha URANTIA Book presents one of the mosc
realistic and inelusive matsrial-amindal-
splritual cosmologies in the entire field
of philosophy and relipion. It portrays
an eminently reasonable picture of the
conditions and nature of immortality.
Survival is seen as dependent on the
epiritual reality status of the indivi-
dual. This, in turn, is decermined by

the free will decisions of the individual
toward God, by our loyalty to truth, beauty,
and goodness as these values are sincaerely
wnderetood. HWevertheless, evil, sin, and
judgement are scern and sober realitics

in the universe, Its intriguing plccure
of 1ife after death, its eschatelogy, is
not only appealing to rational intelligence
but has a ring ef authentie spiritual
reality. The interrelationships of body,
mind, scul, and spirit are crested wich
much insight and originality. The eenttal
challenge to modern man 18 to make a well-
balanced and same effort to achieve
God-consciovaness. Growth toward perfec—
ticn of purpose and the spiricual nacure
of being 15 presented as the fundamental
motivation of 1de. This growch is evolu-
tionary, culminating, and endless.

The book describes the origin and evolu-
tion of events on our planec. In addition
ta the physfcal development of the planet
including plant, animal, and heman biolo-
gical evolution, it traces the development
of civilization, culture, povernment,
religion, the family, and other social
inscltutions. The authors exhibit a
superior understanding of planecary history,
dynamics, and destiny. The section dis—
cussing marriage and the family has a

tich and realistic historical appreciacion
of the relationships of men and women and

a balanced assessment of the coptribueions
of boch nature and nurture in shaping human
life. Papers dealins with the nacure and
function of religion, the purpose and prac-
tice of prayer and worship, and the place
of personal and insticutional raliglon in
life and society are among the best discus—
Sions of chese subjects in print. Chapters
which describe the loving nurcture of the
indwelling Spirit of God in the mind of

man are of exceptional qualicy and parallel
the world's Fineat insights derived From a
fivaer hand experience of God found in
devotional licerecure,

The fourth section of The URANTIA Book
comtalns a sawven hundred page wersion of
the life and teaching of Jesus which is
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Is Life Really g" 3
Like Climbing
A Single Mountain?

by JEFFREY WATTLES

Mind, evidently, strives to unity. Strives
too hard at times. Harmony dees not mean
compressing a fugue into just a malody .,

I had been thinking abour four freat
splritual pricrities. It's so wonderful
to think about priorities. Ie's

tempring to think of splritual prioricies
a5 always having the first claim an our
energies. But think a moment. 1If on BVary
posgible occasion we preferred to pray
instead of to eat, we wouldn't get to help
answer Very many of our pravers. Aand if
Jegus hadn't seen that immediate obliga-
tion takes precedence over sublime OppoT=
tunity, we might have stories of a
brilliant first-century teenager who lefe
his desperate mother and his hungry eibs
in order to proclaim the glad tidings of
faith fellowship in our heavenly Father's
family.

But there are times when we have choices

to make, when we have energy to allocate,
and when we scolk lonspiration for our choice
from the best sources we know. Those are
times when we may want to know not metely
what 13 a good thing to do, but what the
planet needs mosc. These may alsc ba ciaes
when we are seeking not 5o wuch whar is the
Father's will for our lives as much &= in
what project the wealth of angelic support
may be especfally flowing. At such times
Wa canvas, parhaps, our favorice scripturas,
There were four from Ihe UHANTIA Beok that
were roughly in my mind:

“The great challenge to modern man is
to-achieve hebkter communicatian with
the divine Monitor thac dwells wikhin
Lhe human mind™ [(from a secandary
Midwayor = 2087:3)

"The religious challenge of this agg is

to thoso farseeing and forvard-laoking
men and women of spirftual Iinsight who
will dare o ponstruct a Rew and
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appaaling philosophs af Living out of
the enlarged and exguisitely integrated
modern concepts of cosmic truth, unie
verse beauty, and divine gooadness.”
{(from a Divine Counselor - 43:4)

"The great hope of Urantia liss in the
possibility of new revelaticn of Jesus
with & rew and enlarged presentation of
his saving message which weuld splritually
unite in laving service the fUmErous
families of his presant-day professed
fuliawezs:" (from a Midwayer - 2085:2)

"That which the world needs most to know
ig: Men are the scns of Geod, and through
faith they can actually realize, and
daily axperience, this enncbling truth."
[desys - 2062:4) "Thp persistent preich-
ing of this gospel of the kingdam will
sowe day bring to all pations a paw aod
bnbelievablo liberation, fntelleckmal
freedom, and religiows Iiberty." (from
2 restatemant of Jesgs! teaching = 1830:7})

I wanted somehow to fit all thesé into a
grand scheme, a hierarchy, a system that I
could atufl inte an idea and PUL into my
back pocket, and never Feel Cension any more
betwaen these complenentary buc somewhat
different pulls. And then, on a pleasant
afterncon in the Colorade Rockies, walking
along the eastern shore of Gold Lake, 1

- lifted my paze beyond the western shore and
noticed four snowy, sngular mountain peaks,
The multdplicity of destiny. Peace and
harmony. 1 don't need co see myealf amd
others through the lens of a linear ligt,
All the four are equally rescing in ‘the
distance, equally Inviting and wonderously
challenging to the eve and the hear.

Does chat mean that Eh;qg are no insighrs
that help organize a ‘series of inspirational
ideals? Mo. There 18 a relevant commant
about timing in teaching: “Do not undsr—
take ta show mon Lhe heautins of bhe temple
until you have First taken Ehém into Ehe
templa.® [1593:7) And there iz a relevant
comment about how we proclaim the pospel:

"You are all to proclaim this gospel of
Iove and truth bu the lives which [t}
dive in the flesh." (2044:4) Buc all of
a8 suddan, lecking at that mountain Fange,
the series scquired an organic wnicy which
it could never have found in a mind domi=-
naced by the guest to allocate te each
Suprensg project Lca proper place on tho
ladder of sancticty. Mavhe someone could
Eet the same peace by reflecting on
secing just onme indescribahly shaped

mountain., |
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PIVINE DOING OF THE FATHER'S WILL.
When man goes in partnership with God,
great things may, and do, kappen.”

Try this: "I know that Orthodox, Conserva-
tive, and Reformed Jews see things a licele
differently, but den't 811 your groups share
a8 common history?. . . (they'll respond). . .
I picked uwp & history book at a book store

which has a lot of Jewish historical inlarme—
tion in 1c."

Lec's try talking to an atheist (one who we
have discevered is disenchanted wich che
duplicity and hypoctisy of the "church):

“Df course, you're correct that all of
the religions have, to some extent,
compromised theilr beliefs and principlas—-
they are merely made up of peaple. But
HOW DO ¥0U explain the stars? ™

{expect che response to take a while)

And that brings me to the point: This process
takes TIME, LOTS of cime,

If youv are hurried, veou will miss ic. The idaa
of DUTY signifies thet you are servant=minded
and hence are missing the mighty theill of
doing your service as a friend for a friend.

"fou have pot merely chosen me, but
I have-also chosen you, and I have
ardained you to go faorth fints the
world to yield the Fruit of loving
SErVice to your feliows even as I
have ljived among gou and reveglad
tha Father ko gouw., The Father and
I will Both work with you, and you
shall expacience the divine Fullness
of Jjoy If you will only obey my
cammand to love one another, as I
have loved gou,"

Whether in the workplace, schoolplace ar
markecplace, merely BEING OPEN TO TALEING
10 A STRANGER—-Howdy! Hice dav, isn'ct f£r?--
may lead to surprising conversations!

You know, KIDS dre good ac that! My four-
year=old will walk up co anybody and say
"I'm going to be a fireman when I prow up!"
We have to TEACH chem how to be aftaid and
DISCREET abaut talking to people. Well,
perhaps we can find occasions to ler go of
our own discretions.

BUT WHAT DO ¥OU Do IF THEY RESIST?
WHAT DO ¥OU DO IF THEY HAVE IDEAS OF THEIR OWH?T

Bemember the old popular soong from the 50's:

"You gotta accentuate the positive,
eliminace the pogativa. . .M

Addresaing an individual at che appropriace
level means that we can stand in their shoes
and get into their point of view, if only for
4 moment, and only IN- PART.

It can work like this:

Suppose yeu strike up a eonversation at the
bus  stop, and then you discover that this
person is aFundamentalist Bible-belt Baptist.

What can you say about The URANTIA Boak to
such a person?

Well, what do we have in commen wich Bible-
belt Bapeises? RELATIONSHIF!L OH, they
have a relationship eto Jesus! We have a
relacionahip to God che Facher by megans of
our Adjusters, BUT THE HATURE 0F THE RELA-
TIONSHIP 15 THE SAME| Se we can s&Yy:

“I'm intereated in cultivacing my relation-
ghip with God also. Jesus safid & lot abour
being coe wicth the Facher, and I alse look
for ways to feel His Prasence every day,
And You know, a lor of books can be helpful
in that regard. . . to show the way. . .

E

SEE, how easy? N
Well now, what about a Jewish person? Hov can
THEY be incroduced te The URANTIA Book?

Well, what do we have in common? THE HIS-
TORICITY QF GOD! He is a historical
personalicy, and He does this and this
and this.
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Miore Harmony...
from our readers

"My porsonal exparisnce with the U=Eoak
iz that Lt (1) confirmed many fdeas that
I had and (2) it opaned many now channsls
of thought. Because it {5 so logical and
cansistent I feel that it is the truth
that it claims to ba, Because it is
infinitely complex and yet perfectly simpla
T feal that it certainly must ke from a
higher source. Because it is 50 divinsly
eawbiful it surely cannot origirate in
evil. so, T accept this as mu guide For
naw,

fAg for exposing the bock o others it seems
that the degres of apenness of ming
reflects the degree of acceptance. FPeoplse
who ars happy witk their concepts of
atonement , evolution or whatever, invari-
ably reject the book {usually hefors theyg
s it.) @thers wikth more open views ask
& few guestions.

Of the two hundred or =0 people that
know fairly well, maybe 10 seriocusly look
dt the book. Of these, one young lady
has sent two books to Australian friends.
Anather is wery much interasted and 3 or 4
read the bogk regularly. This lsaves 95%
of the folks with whom I am fairly wall-
dcquainted bhlocked by strong pre-existing
concepts. My thought i= that about half
of thage Folks are incapable of thinking
through these concepts (guart of know—
ledge 1n & pint hottle). The othars
simply are happlly blocked and really too
busy with the problems of everyday 1ife
to worry aboue dg."

==Fenae Curtiss
%> Penton, Nentucky

Q.

And Evolution:

Creationism: Is it not quile true

That God our Fulher did this world design,
Foshion in His Mind thal
Bright sky of our own waorld a life divine

In origin would find a [ush array

Of forms of life in great proliferation?

Did he rot plan the coming of thal doy

In which a men, with no exaggeration,

Appeared on earth though destined for the stars?

'reath the blue

Is it not o fact

Cur Perfect Father reaches wide and far

To live through all creatien=-such an act

As mystifies both those of high ascenl =7 .. 0~

As well as natives of God's firmament? 000 -
__W, < —
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