WHAT IS THE COSPEL?

by HAREY MC HULLENW

There 1s widespreasd confusion in our move-
ment as to the meaning of such basic con-

cepts as "the gospel" and "the kingdom."
This confusion ardees in pert because

the terms were used with different mean-
ings even by Jesus himself. In erder tao

make distinctions for the purposes of this

paper, T suggest the following strice
definations: "the kingdom! 1z a state
of being, a relationship between man and
zod; “the gospel" is a word=description
of that relationship, and of all the
truths which £low from an acceptance of
that relationshlp, such as the brother-
hood of man, eternal 1ife, etc. The
gospel 15 a messenger for the kingdom,
and as such, can be anything from a can—
nmed slogan to a beautifully replete
stary of God's love for his earth
children.

WHAT IS5 THE URANTIA BOOKT

the goapel? It gives us insights into
many =subjects both secular and sacred,
but primarily it 1= ahaut the relation-
ghlp of man with his Haker, and as auch,
1g the gospel. Far more than any other
wrlting on earth, it could be called

the whole gospel. It is not the only,
but by Ear the best, meagenger for the
kingdom. If wou are on an elevator and
ghare a spiritusl truth with someone
between the first and the twentyeighth
[loors, you have given him the gospel.
If you were locked in the same room
with him for a year, you could tell hism
much more of the gospel. Dut if wyou
gave him a8 copy of The URANTILA Boak,
yvou would be giving him access to far
more of the gospel than he could hope
to recelve from any source short of
entering the kingdom itself, encering

a telatlonship wicth the Father and dis—
covering first-hand what the words atand
for. The gospel, inm whole or in part,
is meandingless apart from an experience

in the heatt of the person who recelves
o

It 15 true that The URANTIA Book is
"second-hand religion,” but thiz should
nokt be congldered a eriticisa becausce
the gospel iteself 18 second-hamd. Only
one's personal experience with God--the
kingdom-——is first-hand. "Religion can—
oot be bestowed, received, lcaned,
learned or lost. Tt i5 a porsonal
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oxperience..." [U 1095 A person be-
comes IntTigued with the gospel and
thereby decides to experience it firsc=
hand by entering the kingdom.

Im attempting to Interest others im
the gpirieual life, we may find ic
appropriate to callk directly about
God, in which case our words would be
the gozpel of the kingdom. Or, we may
judge thaet an indirect approach might
stand a becter chance of success:  to
interest Che other person dn the gospel,
which dn. turn interests them in the
kingdom. This i=s what we do when we
talk about The URANTIA Book. It's
what Phillip did so effectively when
he' led others to Jesus by saying,
"Come and see." When we lead people
to the gospel, we do =0 in! the hope
that the gespel will lead them to God.
Te talk sboiut ehe book is to talk
itbout the gospel.

What is the relatdonship betweoen the
teachings and the book? The book is
that collection of those ceachings which
bur divine overseers judged we most
necded to know, more completely and
syatezatically arranged than any human
being could bave put them in, as well as
an unparalleled descriprion of the life
of Jeaus. The book might be referred

to as the EDmplELu_Epach{nEE. While it
abyiously 1a nmot the only place one can
find the gospel, much more than anything
elee available in printed form on earch,
the book is the gospel.

Does this mean that The URANTIA Book is
the only, or necesgarily the best way for
a persom to encounter the gospel? Of
course not;  some appreaches appeal co
certain people, others appeal to others.
We ahould establish the presumpcion, how-
ever, Ehat the high universe personalities
who authored the book are capable of ex-
plaining things quite well, and should be
glven the chance ta be heard. The fun in
telling others about the gospel, however,
consiste In our opportunity te use personal
Judgment, and te develop the art of telling
athers about God without falling into can-
ned formulas. But all ether things equal,
we siould assume that most anyane will
profitably find spiritwal enlightenment

in The UBANTIA Book, just as we have, and
we should share the book with him im

arder to allow the Spiric of Truth an
opportunity to use the book as a spiric=
ual fulerum, source and guide Eor personal
enlightenment. Telling ochers about the
book should be the rule, not the excepcion.
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Ia it possible for us to make the mis=
take of creating a religion about the book
inetead of fostering the religion of the

book? It's hard to ses how: the only

way that comes to aind would be for us

to direct others' attention away from what
the book says and toward the "miraculous!
manmer in which the beook was receivead,

the Contact Personality, the Contact
Commission, the Forum, etc. Some might
advise building little welvet shrines for
the bool in the eastorn corners of our
living tooms. While anything i= possible,
such perversiona would appear bo be laugh-
ingly remote. Host importantly, since

Tha UFANTIA Book iteelf is so clear in
directing its readers along the proper path
of love of God and service Eo man, errors
we might start with will gelf-liquidate
provided only that we read the bhook., Any
guru who tried co make a religion atout
the bonk would be put inm the embarssaing
posicion of attempting to prevent his
followers from actually reading che abject
of his religion, which would automat-—
1cally disclose the guru's error and
theraby repudiate the religion about

the book which he was attempting to
foster. That particular mowvement would
have a short half-1ifel It 1s highly
unlikely that there could ever bhe a
religion sbout the book which could

more than temporarily supplant the saving
message of the book. The URANTIA Book
lezelf in readers' hande 1z cthe surest
wa¥ for such errors to be avoided, for the
answers are there, waiting to be Tead.

How dmportant ds The UBANTIA Book? What
does it do for us that nothing elso can?
Most importantly, it gives us a full and
accurate account of Jesus' 1dfe, available
nowhere elss. This alone makos it ab=
golutely irreplacesble. As Important as
the teachings are te our spiritusl 1ife,
they are not of remotely comparable values
to a knowledge of Jesus' Life. The
teachinge do oot have the power to in=
spire men to the dedication of the lives
that an understanding of Jesus' 1ife does,
and therein lies the book's unique con=
tribution. Even Jesus' teachlngs, which
are readily avallable from thousands of
ather sources, are nowhero stated with

the accuracy, beauty, and philosophical
congistency Chat is found in The URANTEA
Book.

By giving us the details about how this
struggling and valiant mortal ocvercame
obstacles and actually did ehe will of
God in the flesh, The URANTIA Hook 1ia our
only means of understanding how Jesus was




borl man and God. Jesus conaidered this
principle of the uniting of the divine

and human natures in the husan experience
go wital that he told Peter, "...upon this
foundation will T build the brotherhood

of the kingdom of heaven.” (U T747] If

we accept the impartance Jesus attached

to this concept and its unavailability
outaide the book, we must accept the
unrgency of active measurea ta help make
the bBook available to 211 who might desire
to have QL.

Alone among religions awste=s, The URANTIA
Book gives its readers 8 consistent pleture
of the interrelationship of science, philo—
sophy, and reldgion. This 415 an incalcul-
ably valuable service to the philosophically
minded and to the skeptical.

I[s The URANTTA Book just an unusually good
book? Are there any subatitutes which the
gpiritual seeker may use without undue
Jeopardy to his welfare?! While many things
in the book are available slsewhere (if one
looks hard enoughl), in three areas it hes
no Substitute, listed here In descending
order of dmportance:

1. Tt tella us about the life of
Josus, by far the most effcctive way
for us to learn about God, which has
the power to save our souls;

2. It arranges and synthesizes the
atory of God's relationship to man,
filterdng out and [icting together
facts, fdeas and spiritual truth so
ag to give uws an intellectual sense
o the symmetry of God's dealings
with his mortel children; and

3. It gives us authoritative and
essentinl advice In several aress aof
human civilization, most notably
about the family, politics and
rpenatica,

Iz The URAMTIA Book mandatory to our
mission of apreading the gospel? Of
coutse net; God has always loved us,
and wherever men have talked abowt
that, the goapel has been preached.
While im theory there is nothing so
sSpeo ial abkout thi= parcicular ATTANEE—

o e

If we preach the gospel and leave out
the symmetrical wvnderstanding of God's
nature which is only svallable co us

by means of cthe bhook, apnd leave out the
story of Jesus' 1life, che gospel is
rencdered lame, halt and parcial com—
pared to how it etherwise would be.

Again, what can take che place of the
book? TIf we share one or Ewo or bwenby
af the teachinga with another persom,
optimistically he might become Inspired
enough to seek and find God, which i=
pur ocbjective. But unless he has The
URANTIA Book as & continuing source of
enlightenment for his mind and nour-
ighment for his spiric, he may jain

some group 1in which his continuing
scacch for truth may become hampercd by
the confusion of drrational or in-
complete teachings. Such am experlence
iz far bBetter than never having heard
the tcachinge, of course, bubt far worsc
than being able ta progress in an under-
atanding of God by the inapiration of the
"whole goapel" and the revelation of God
which the boolk provides of the life of
Jegng .

IMPORTAMCE OF THE LIFE OF JESUS

By the dinespiliratlion of the Spirdic of
Teuth, millions of people have met Jesus
theough the Hew Testament, but it 15
only "meagerly Jeausonian’ (U 2097) and
it "almost wholly loat sight of the
struggling and valiant human Jesus of
Galilee.” [ 2092}

"What an awakening the world would
cxperience 1if 4t could only ses
Jesus a5 he really 1dved on earth
and know, firathartd, his life-giving
teachings.! [U 2083]

A curious "theological error of the
URANTIA movement has been the misplaced
emphasis of the teachings of Jesus as
the beet dezeription of the kingdos,

to the neglecc of his life. The boolk

LT el

value. A hnowledge of Jegus' life i=
what stands the best chance of saving
and inspiring our souls, (Best of =11,
of course; 18 to he abhle ta seo the
interaction of both his T1ife and
teachings, which is available only

in the bopok.)

"You, as did his apostles, should
che bhetter understand Jesus' teach-
ings hy his 1ife. He lived a per-
facted life on Hrantia, and his
unique teachings can only be under-
gtood when that life dg wicualized
in its immediate background. It ia
bhds 1life, and not his lessons to the
tweelye or his sermons to the multi=
cudes, that will assist most in

revealing the Father's divine char=

I acter and loving personalicy."

(U 15ET}
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"It was not so much what Jesus
taught about the balanced char-
acter that impressed his assoc=
iates Ba the fact chat his awn
life was such an eloquent ex—
eaplification of hia teaching."
[U 1574]

"When you study the career of the
Master, as CONCArns prayer or any
other feature of the religious 1life,
lock not S0 much for what he taught
as for what he did." 1 708E)

"0f all human knowledge, that
which is of greatest wvalue i=s to
know the religious life of Jesus
and how he Idived fic." [ 2098}

"You learn about God from Jesus
by observing the divinity of his
life, not by depending on hisa
teachings. From the life of the
Master you may each assimilace
that concept of God which repre-
penta the measure of your ca-
pacity to percelwe realitdes
spiritual and divine, truths
real and eternal. The finite
can never hope to comprehend

the Infinite except as the
Infinite was foecalized in the
time-space personality of the
finite experience of the human
1ife of Jesus of Hazareth. ...
Tou can know God, not by under—
standing what Jesus said, but

by knowing what Jesus was.

Jesus was (sic) a revelation

of God." [U 1854]

The argument is sometimes railsed that
instead of showing othera the book,

wiz should let people sea Jesus live

in us. But even Jesus--God incarnate--
went to the pesple with his message,
and for us to sit back with beatifiec
smiles trying ta be spiritual, waiting
for others to ask why we are such fine
people, would be a pachetically passive
and imexcuzably naive approach to
spreading che goapel.

IS THE WORLD READY FOR The URANTIA Book?

Every teader of The URAMTIA Book has had
g0 many unfruitful experiences in at-
tempting to sharo the book with others
that he mey be tempted to quickly answer,
"Ho, the world is not ready." But this
answer totally misses the point, for

new truth has never been readily Te-
cedved. Results are alwavs in God's
hands; ours is che obligation to txy.
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A "do nothing, fear everyching" atcitude
toward the sutreach of The URAMTIA Book
has transmogrified Jeaus® prisciple inte
the lame rationalization for fnaccivity
of "don't do anything now because people
aren't ready." Jesus rather taught us
to proclaim the gospel everywhere, but
not o bhecome disappolnted when everyone
doosn't respond.

Whether he or she will receive 1t or not,
everyone should have che opportunity to
be exposed to the most Tecent revelationm
of truth for our planst. We have ne
vight to decide, in advance, that a cer-
tain person or class of persons probably
would net be receptive, and therefore,
ghould not be allowed to hear about the

book. Jesus gave an equal oppertunity
Eo all,

S50 WHAT?

Even though I belicve it's exceedingly
unlikely that any measurable negative
roaction would reaule from a more
active cutreach program, for the sake
of the argument let's assume that it
would occur. So what? The fact that
there might be resistance doesn't
change the necesslty for us to be
about our mission in the slightest.

"He directed them all to seek
God for guidance and to carey
on the work of the kingdom re-

ardless of consequences.
REET)

"Fepar no man when vou proclaim
Ehe saving trutha of the pospel
of the kingdom of heaven.'

(U 2049]

"Fear not the reaistance of evil,
for I am with wou alwsvys, even

to the end of the ages."

[U 2042}

WHEM SHOULD & MORE ACTIVE POLICY
LOF BODE DISTRIBUTION BEGINT

In a word, mnow.

"The time is ripe (im 1935) to wit=
ness the figurative reaurrection of
the human Jesus from his burial tomb
amidst the theologleal traditions
and the religious dogmas of nine-
teen centurles. What a transcendent
service 1f, through this revelation,
the Son of Man should be recowveread




from the tomb of cradicional cheo-—
logy and be presented as the living
Jesus te the church that bears his
nams, and to all other religions!"

[t f090]

Andd, chils gquote sums 1t up:
I eell wou che fields are al-

ready white for the harvestc."
[t {515

Tha URARTTA Book in the hands of a
spiritually bungry world would do as
much as anvching to advance the cause
of the kingdom. If we do not more
geriously address thla need, future
eras may consider us to have been
inexcusably complacent in our duty to
God and to our brothers who nesd o
hear his words of good cheer, comfort
and Inspiration. For The URANTIA
Book to transform the w&rlu ‘the world
mizE leaenm of its existonce.

"The qunmy fhing £8 my Ldeas aboud
the best way to share the beok changed
compfetety withdn tne £asd 4Lx mon ths .
T4 T were doing the same article
fgaLce,
1t an' X thaf T ne £onger believe fhat
advenfisiing might serus Somd pufpose,
A1 48 sathenr Thail I nove become Ln-
creadingly convinced that the mosd
effective owthench £4 personal.  One
0 dhe madh keasons ﬁurn this .':nzLLeﬁ L&
duc fo the necessddy for the shoter o
be Endomaieley invobued in the PAOCESS .

- =Herwnrr Mo MieEEes
[a54

I would do Lt quite diffesently.

Be not discownaged; heman

evofution L8 ALEEE dn proghods,
arnd the nevefation o4 Gﬂ:l'g
the workd, in and throagh
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Universal Brotherhood

ke DAVID GLASS

Drectings Lo vou my octillions of brothers
in Supresacy!

P you look up of an ovenisg
ol wunder atsmt our Ente
0 we do of Foural

B yos wunder £F you coald compeehend
aur way of Life
ns We lobar
tn dizeolve and eradicatbe
Eba sepereunslans of Pebellion?

Can yea danglne eur diveegence Erom the oomm
WLl pur Fobellien, Betcayal, and Defmalt
now beding couted by aggressive love?

We project oofence fdocion
ap - talen of gnlactic war

And - la =t dur actuallg
a gedence Clecion atoey Fnr you—
sorebhing which nimoskc
mover could have happened?

Tor, v are che varld char eurdasesd God
dand mven thaough we are forgiven
can you comprebind avek multiplicity,
sych diversicien of sodea af 1iwlng
un-thase in which we do here ongage?

The mlld-=inded manner of n majoricy ol =en
iz ax wctunl geal for us
despite the conteasca and cosfuslons of Eadaty .

To wou, oue corsic siblings,
ic 1a ©d wyou and Eo mansonia
that we look for che idesls af tomaccosw,

fnd yerb, to this cley wacld

haw many. of you are plosec=gazing
and wondering of Mlehoel'sa bastewnl warld?

Deapite 21l celativitics
ol nacion, cultace, creoed and mace

e wha Ao aeek, ds Yo de,
the Father of all Blesaings

And who look inco the Tutues towapd
the muncise of spirdcuality
on our HeEld

Do jofm you ok wé Acan the heavens
and peer imco che Ftscnal Center

Finding cherein thag OHE
who 13 the anlty of tha many.

K pemd wou lowel

HARMONY

You Have To Become A Cup

by CHARLEKE BUENS

I have often heard it said that the onc
comon denominator among The TRANTTA
ook readers is that of life experience.
It seéems that the person in whom the book
is most likely eto take hold ia one who
has exploced many facets of 1ife and,
perhaps, taken more than the average
nusber af "hard knocks."

In The Empty Mirror: Experiences in a
Japanese Monastery, Jan van der Wetering
recounts an event which helps to il-
lustrate my meaning. Having juat been
accepted as a disciple in a zen monaa-
tery, Wetering asked the Master about
the meaning and purpose of 1ife. The
Master replied:

"T could answer youn questions but

I won't beeause you wouldn't unden-

Sfand the answens. Now Eisten.

Imigine that 1 am hofding a poi of

tea, and you ane thinady. You want

mi Lo give you tea. 1 ean pour {ia

but you'£E have to produce a eup.

[ can't pour {ea on your hands on

gou'£E ged burnt., 14 T pour i on

the {foox T shalf spoil the fPoon

mits. Youw nave fo have a cup.

That coup you will foam Ln gouwr-

self by Iﬁ: Lrrining you wifl

keceive hene. "

[paged)

The cup into which The URANTIA

ook can be poured is formed by

life experience. Spiritual hunger,
the thirst for understanding, ia the
cup. The more one has experienced
and grown from the stresses of life,
the stronger end more solid is the
cup into which answers may be poured.

Those who have experlenced lieele of
1ife's pain, who have been sheltered
from life, have no cup, or a fragile
one at best. A fragile cup can be
cracked if the tea poured inta it is
too hot, and a cracked cup cannot
accept ted agein until ie fs repaired.
4 cracked cup can also result in damage
Lo the tea, ino chat tea which has
leaked from the eup s lost.

X
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The Mercy Process

by JEFFEY WATTLES

Dietrich Bonhoeffer counseled a cauple
on’ thelr wedding day,"Forgive each
other every day from the bottom of
your hesvts." The daily praceice of
mercy kpeps weeds [rom springing up
and choking out the flowers in the
garden of our relatiomships. The
UBANTIA Book teaches that mercy ia

i process, a profound spiritual
excercise, the completion of justice,
and a joyful experience of partnership
with God. In my experience, the pas=
page of preatest social wvalue in the
book is the descripeion on p.l 3150f
that mercy process. The more one
proctices the five steps, the more
meaningful they becowme, and the more
thelic power is evident.

I. The first step in the mercy process

1a to be just. This means at leaar

two things for me:
Remove logs. TIs their a log in my
eye, some pride or anger that is
distorting my moral perception?

Bemove logs. Is there a log in
m¥ eye, some pride or anger that ia
distorting my moral perception?

Clarify the violation. Exactly
what moral principle or echical law
has been viclated? Often I find that
I cannot answer this guestion with
anyching definite. I am merely ir-
ritated by someone else's behavior,
and the mercy process is not truly
Indicated; it is I who need te grow
in wnderstanding and love.

In some cases, 1 need as part of the
Justice step to initiate the "Jesus
grisvance procedurs” {see The Sermon
on Forgivenesa, U 176%) by poing
personally to the individual and
lowingly confronting hi=m or her. In
some cases, I need to go aa far as
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invelving groups with judicial

authoricy. But I must at least be

free aof mental poisons, and I musc be
very clear about what wviolation T
believe occurred. Being jusc ds—-

as I Interpret this paragraph on

U 375--the personal virtue geverning

the experfence of "group undarstanding."

The hardeat cimes are when an individual
persistently refuses o acknowledge
wrangdoing or to amend his ways. When
this cccurs, it blocks the 1deal com—
pletion of the mercy process. Social
authority may act, but unresolved izsues
awalt a higher stage of universe progress.

In a family, people learn e agres to
disagrec. If one member imsists on the
others’ meeting his or her own standards,
freedom perishes or the family breaks
asunder. When 1a an issue worth insisting
on that much? Some issuea are worth it.
Hot many.

2. Hext, we must be fair. Fairness means
taking inte account the antecedants that
cauged the unfortunate behavior in gues-
tion, If there was a lapse in the effec-
tiveness of spiritual metives, then it
sust he possible to understand the
material motives whose history helps
explain things.

Comprehend the morive. This is the
prime requisite in understanding
people, It is sasy to forget to even
wonder why a person did something;
and it is easier to postulace motives
than discover them. One of the most
powerful pravers iz, "Please, God,
help me love thia persom.”

Praying for someone is more than scanning
the individual's name on a prayer list.
It means savoring the relationship, wait=
ing for 1llumination, and preparing to
Interact. It means sensing what Cod is
doing in that person's life and adding
our own finite support for that enter-
prise, Some readers have stumbled over
-he tecommendation on 1998 shout letting
others know wou are prayving for them.

it would be injurious to say, "I'm
praying that God will help vou owvercome
your obnoxious parenting style.”" It
probably would not even do te sav,




"Raising children is a tremendous
undertaking, amd I pray for divine wisdom
and grace for wou'"; But one could surely
manage to express something 1ike, "I have
really been enjoying praying for you
lately."

This part of the process regquires us not
atly o see the good motives that may

hawve been present in unfortunate behavior;

but we also need compassionate regard for
the less noble motives that are part of
the common herftage of humankind. Fear,
vanity, sex hunger, chirst Ffor wealth
and power, @ase=sesking, problem-avoid-
ance, insincerity--each of wus has a
portion of these. They have Bn ewolu-
tionary tole to play, and overcoming

them doea not have to be a lonely
struggple.

The discovery of moclves ia not a one
Wiy SEreet; mercy is not something that
one peraon does to ancther unilarerally
regardless of the other's knowledse,
desire, and cooperacion. People who
conprehend sach others' motives achieve
"mutual sppreciation". [IF 315)

3. Wext comes patience. Some faulcs
will take more than a lifetime of work
to eradicabe.
reasonably  expected?

The word patience comes from the Lacin
word meaning to suffer. Pablence begins
in suffering, but it ends in service.
Someone sald that faich means knowing
that the tules of the game are Eair and
that there are unexpected gpood surprises
ahead.

Patience Is ar &dju:l!lcl.‘ o "fraternal

fellowship" [ 315].

4. Then kindness. We have to interdct
with people to show kindness. It dia =o
easy to feel forgiving in the middle of
a marvelous prayer session with the
Father, but gquite anocher matter to
actually relate to a difficult morcal.
Dnce I took a seminacy course in evan—
geliem. AEC the beginning of the term,
we pEch gelected a person to whon we
wanted to present the gospel. One week,
our ssslpmment was very simpleo: love
that persaon. ALl T w«ill saw 1= that 4t
was a wonderful assignment.

J» Finally, we can show mercy. By the
time we experience the flow of kindneas,

What rate of growth can be
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the normal inclinmation is to just forget
about the original preblem. It's =o
much easier to let bygones be bygones.
fut mercy summarizes the whole process,
rémembirs all the steps, and in the
light of that whole sequence, to extend
mercy. That 1a not che mercy of blind-
ness;, but the mercy of the realization
of reality=—the evolving domimance of
goodness. An action that expresses
trust, such as giving the person some
responsibilicy, can manlfest che con-
¢lusicn of the mercy procesa.

Whenever I have done my best, taking as
mich time as needed, with cach step in
gequence, I have found rich rewards.

Let me Ery Co describe an experience of
mercy which capturea an essentlal aspect
of this process——that it has phases
bound together in the unity of & mature
act of faith. It does not only involve
spiritual awareness, in chat it does not
focus alene on realities that are divine,
eternal, and apivitual. Eather it brings
the mortal,; temporal, and unspiritual
fnto relationship with the enduring
values; 1t 1s an act of what I call our
philosophic consciocusness.

Suppese I am thinking of a person who
has wronged me. (For Lhe purpese of
this example, T am making the unworldly
assumption that there ia no gquestion
about determining the moral character
of the action in guestion.) As an un=
spiritual being, my first awarensss of
this act may the the {psychologle) pain
af inmjury. I may feel anger or sad=
ness, contempt or outrage, intensely
or mildly. In prayer, God helps me

Eo regain my perspective on @y
brother, to sse his shining wonder—
fulness. 1 dwell din the besuty of
that revelstion, and my love for him
returns in greater strenpgth and
radiance than before. I have Teach-
ed the gtagp af spiri tral ‘l_t.:,r, I:'_[f

we can experience that joy together
and practice kindness, we have truly
fulfdlled the ideal of spiritual com-
munlon ef step 4.3

But now I go one step further. I
recall that ugly shadow of the ewvil
that was done to me. It 18 jarring
to juxtapose that shadew beside the
beautlful , indwelt creation that has
Jjust been revealed to =e more bright-
y. I think a bit more: there is a
Teason why cthat evil act occured.



Some compulsion of material causes,
gome immaturity of creature will has
manifeated. This action is a part

of the evolutlonary growtch of this
brother, part of an early chapter of
hiz sucecess story, (I am also assuming
for the purposes of this exazmple that
the person in question ia a believer,)
His error exposes part of the sub-
terTanean geography that needs adjust-
ment, settling, hermonizatien. I can
apply my prayer for my brother at that
exposed spot. I can have confidence

in the eventusl triumph of my brother—-
and the Supreme--with regard to this
weakness .

By this time, my dmage of my brother
has changed. About the nucleus of

cthe indwelt and divinely bestowed
personality, [ see the slowly evolving
self. 1 ddentify with the evolutilonary
process af progress. T think how glad

I will be ocne day, when we are all =so
much more leveable, to have begun to
know and lowve chis brother in the meortal
life. I give thanks for that privilege.

Hote: now my awareness Is coaplex,
not simple. T see thls person nelther
45 A monster nor as an angel, bub as
growing around a nucleuws of God-given
perfection. To be able to balance--
creabively and progressively—che
multiple phases of my brother's
reality In my awvareness of him
erercises a new muscle. Mercy
regquires the exercise of this muscle.
I call ic a philosephile conseiousness
when fact and valuc are held together
in proper balance.

In any humsn attempt at spiritwal mindstry
the danger of self-righteous condescension
1la present; but that danger cannot he
avoided by refusing to undertake the

marcy process. On the contrary, the
discoveries amd growth to which the
procesa leads are a powerful anti-

dote for pride. It takes humility

and faith and an appetite for spirit-

ual adventure to receive mercy. On

elther sdde, we grow in partnership

with God. Who of us has not meeded,

does not now need, and will noc con—

Cinue to need to receive mercy and to
practice it? '"What deoes the Lard

require of you, bout to do justice,

o love mercy, and to walk humbly
with your God?
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Lessons From Our
Elder Brother

by RICHARD BAIN

Keynode Adaress, Flonida
Confenence, Tampa, Spring
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I would 1like to talk about the life
and teachings of owur spiricual elder
brother, Jesus. There is a book
cAlled The Imication of Christ by
Thamas A. Fempis. It waa wrltten
back in the 1400'=s, and as che citle
intimates, the ideal of spiritual
living is dmitacing Christ. For
many people, this iz acill che

ideal spiritual 1ife, imitacing
Jesus, scmecimes right down to

the robe, sandals and heard.

Did Jesus live a Life for us to
imitate? In Immanuel's charge

to Christ Michael, he specifically
saild that Chrisc Michael was not

to lead a life that would be an
exemple to imitate but rather =

life to inesplre all who heard of it.

I would 1like to glve some attention
to hew Jesus carried out his min-
Istry to this planet to s=e what
lessons we can learn and apply to

our task of spreading the teachings
of The URANTIA Book. I believe that
it ig dmporcant to examine how out
Situation is the same and how it
differa from that of Jesus before we
can assess which of his methods we
can use. Just who and what wes he?
He wazs & God-man wholly dedicated to
living his life in accordance with
the Father's will. His last three
years were totally dedicated to
training his aposcles. He was @
Creator Son in the last stage of
earning his =sovereignty. By contrast,
we arte a group of people linked
together by our study of and dewvotion
to the Fifth Epochal Revelation., We
have varying degrees of commitment to
the teachings of the book and to the
taalk of spreading it; there are few
of us who have given up home and




Family co pursue spreading the teachings
as Jesus and hila Apostles did.

In addition to the differences between
us and Jesus as dndividusls, we mast
consider that the times that we live in
are gquite different from the times
Jesus lived ip. The Jews were under
the twin yoke of the Roman overlords
and a relipglous hierarchy that encum-
bered them with a religlon of laws

and regulations, whereas we live in a
land of comparative political and
relipious freedom. The Jews of Jesus'
time lived In a primarily agarian
culture; we live in & culcure that

haz been totally transformed by the
industrial rewolutlon and more recently
by advances in technology. Tdeas

and concepts can be sent to every spot
in the werld at the speed of light, and
the ubiguitous computer has touched
mogt of our lives, some with a hecavy

I In‘i:I:IIJ 4

Am I trying to dntimate by the forecoing
that we cannot use Jesus' methods, that
wi can recaeive no dnstructicon from how
he handled his mission? Mot atc sl1l1.
People are, alter all, the same creatures
that Jesus dealt with; we are different
cnly by virtue of the accumilated

culture and progress af 2000 years. The
principles which guided Jeaus in dealing
with groups and individuala will forever
be valid, but his methods musc ke adapted
Lo make them effective and appropriate

to che circumstances in which we Find
ourselves. Further, we must bear in
mind that we are teaching not only what
Jesus taught, but alse information about
his life and ‘an advanced cosmology.

I am going to compare several periods
in Jesus" earth career to perfods of
the Urantisa movement to ses how we can
profit from studying how Jesus prepared
for and carried out his chosen tasks.

In the phage of Jesus' life that embraces
his surrogate-father responsibilities
for his brothers and sisters, his
preparation was learning parenting
gkille. An Important principle thar
this phase of hisz life illustrates is
that of being & responsible person and
having your priorities in the proper
order. At the very voung age of 14,

he willingly cook on the responsibilicy
af béing a facher te his brothers and
sisters. He delayed hiz public work
until a brocher was able to take over
this responsibility; he did not go
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off to begin his work leaving his family
to fend for chemselves. There is a time
in most of our lives when family must
take precedence ¢ven ower apreading

the good word.

In cthe next phase of Jesua' life, and
to some extent in the previous phase,
Jesua learned how people earned a ldw-
ing and he learned about the culture
and religlon of many of the peoples

in his regilon of the world. During
hizs travele arouwnd the Hediteranean
Sea, he extended his knowledge in
these areas. He also found many
cppertunities for personal wark with
many pecple he contacted. He must
have learned or konowm many languages
in erder to act as an interpreter for
the Indian merchant. Jesus not anly
learned from all the people he met,

he left something of wvalue with them,
especlially in his wvisit to Rome. While
in Rome, Jesus planted aome very impor—
tant seeds with 32 religicus leaders.
Many of these leaders later supported
the early Christian church.

In some respects, ouy soveément is
2till im a phase of itas evolutcion
similar to chis phase of Jesus' 1life.
It is vitally dmportant that we laarn
of che religions and cultures of the p
people of our planety how can we talk
effectively to someone about our re-
ligicn if we are not sensitive to
thair beliefa? Our ehinking is badly
diztarted if we think that we have
nothing to learn from other religious
systems just because we have The URANTTA
Book. It seems to me that we should
take anocther cue [rom Jesusi dsn't

it our time to be planting seeds among
leaders of the world's religions?
Indeed, people such as Mereditch
Sprunger have been doing this work

for some time.

Ag I leok at what Jesus did in this
period of his life. it secms o me

that he was recelving self-ordained
training in anticipation of his

future work. We too are in training,
though we may not apply that term to it.
I had wondered for a long cime what the
teal walue of study proups and con-
ferences was. Of course, we can tell
curselves that we keep lLearning more
about the book, and that we enjoy

the social contact with kindred spirits,
but is that epough to justify the

e¢ffort that goes into a conference?

Ag [ was thinking abouwt this talk,



it occured Eo me that there is a deeper
meaning te all of this activity. I
withi skruck by the idea that we are
belng rehearsed right now. This very
moment I &m developing my skills at
speaking in front of a group. Work-
shop leaders this weekend are paindng
the veluahle experience of facili-
tating discussion and creativelsy
handling differences of oepinion among
a diverse group of people. Study
Broup participants are learning to
socinlize with diverse personalities
and to be teachers as well ss adminds-
tration. What is all of this prep-
aration for? The situation that this
movement 15 in today reminds me of the
gleuation of the Finaliters. They are
put functioning at various tasks in
each Superuniverse, but their preparation
has’ apparently been not just for ehe
tasks that they now perform, but also
for tasks somewhere In the next age.

Jesus said that when you see the leaves
on the fig trees, you will know that
suamer 1s on 1ts way. What are the
signs of the times? What do they
portend? A prestipious religious
crganizacion will be reviewing papers
on The URANTIA Hook. The light from
the Fifth Epochal Revelation like
that from the eity on the hill can
hardly be hidden for long, nor is it
Intended to he.

We have calked about all of Jesua'
life so far, except for his public
ministry. What lesaons are there for
us In this periocd of his Iife? Just
prior to bkeginning his public work,
Jesus selected a group of disciples
and spent time teaching them about

the kingdom of heaven. The publie
work was a time of training for these
disciples, preparing them to function
by themselves after Jesus had returned
to the Father. You remember that he
sent them out two by two Co practice
spreading the gospel. There are parallel
activities poing onm todey out in
Boulder, Colorado at the Boulder
School. These folks are being trained
for a future work of spreading the
teachings of the book. I understand
that they are doing seme lab work at
fairs and at the University of
Colorado by setting up booths with

The URANTIA Rook and pamphlets on
diaplay. Seems like those falks out
there just get bolder and bolder!

Hone of us knowe when the skills these
folks are learning will be needed,
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but wouldn't it he nice to have =
trained corps of teachers when the
need arises? Shouldn't we all
conalder that we may be [or already
are) called to be teachers of the book
in one way or another? Can we he
prepared too far ahead of the need?

There are some additional principles and
lessons I think that we could learn

Erom Jesus' 1ife work. Firsc, he never
let the individual get lost in the press
of eventz., Remember how he let the lad
Tiglath go with him when he saw how
eager the lad was? ERemember how he
woeuld stop his dissertation to speak

to some children?  Anether principle

he practiced was to mot let anyone be
indispensible to the work that had to

be done, not even excepting himzelf.

His disciples, though at Eirst frightened
and shacked at Jesus desth scon snapped

cut of Lt and got on with spreading the
gospel because Jesus had wisely preparod
them for this event. The contribution of
each of us ds dmporctant in this mowe-
ment, but we should never build organ-
izatione eround the personality and
talents of a aingle individual., Fer
instance, we know that our government
will noC cease to function in che event
of the President's death because there
are contingency plans. Yet another
principle that Jesuws taught his spostles
by way of the feeding of the S000
miracle was to beware the emctional
appeal of "pie in the aky” [or loaves
and fishes, as It were.) The people
wha fell awvay from Jesus when he

refugsed te be their king were not
looking for spiritual nurture, they
were looking for someone ta give

them unearned manna from the sky er
someone to mitaculously sweep away che
Foman armies in their land.

The conclusioms that follow may seem

8 bit dramatie, but recall that 50 wyears
age we were inforzed that ouwr planet is
fquivering on the brink of a great spiric-
wal remaissance. I helieve that we are
now in the foothills of that rensizzance.
We have not yet sighted the mountzinsz,
but can they bBe Far from bthe £oothillse?

Wa Enow how the future of the early
Christian movement turned out, since
we have the bencfit of 20-20 hindsight.
Once it pot a good atart, the movement
spriead rapidly over the western world.
Given the present pace of events, the
future could roll owver us like one of
Alvin Toffler's preat waves. Will we



try to atand inm the way of this wave,
be knocked down and be drowned, or

will we ride the wave and extract energy
from it ba do the-worlk that lies before
us?  These could be some of the most
exciting and dangerous cimes for our
moverment 1n its history. W1ill we hawe
the courage, stamina and devotion to
this movement and the revelation to
dedicate our time and risk Tejoction
and ridicule In teying Eo bring the
revelation to the world? Can we lowv-
ingly but resolutely deal with the
critics of the revelation, dr will we,
1ike Feter, demy our connection with
the revelation? GCan we S6E aside ;rrl:l-r:
and persapal asmbicion co further the
task of apreading the teachings of the
book to the world? Will we lee face—
donallem rear its ugly head and cancel
out the power possible din unity of
purpose? Will we let fear paralyze

us and keep us from our appointed

tagk? The UHANTIA Book tells us

that if we do not accept this task

that it will be left to other people

to carry forward. Jusat as the Jewish
people lost the opportunity to be the
standard=bearers for the gospel of
Jesus, we could lose our chance to be
the means by which The URANTIA Book

1= spresd to all of the world. It is
doubtful that we will be called-on to
male che herole sacrifices that many
aof cthe early Christians did, but it
would be foolish to suppose that every—
thing will fall effortlessly into place
for us. If we are entering a pericd
when we will increasingly be noticed by
other religious groups, you can be sure
chat controversy will socon be our con-
stant companiom. If we are about to
enter a perlod of rapld growth, you
can be sure that confusion will abound.
It will require steble and wise leaders
to pilot uws through these troubled
waters. FPray that we meet the test,
that we are worthy of the great task
with which we have been entrusted.
There are many great and noble things
te be done on thise planet. Spreading
the teachings of The URANTIA Rook is
onge of them. Our elder brother has
ahown us the path, do we have the
courage to follow in his footsteps?
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