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A SHIP IS LAUNCHED

A Perspecrtive ON The Urantia Movement

By Martin W. Myers

The folfowing anticle was adapied fnom o
falh given by Mzatin in Los Angefes in
Sepilemben T983.

For the last thirty years or so, two
organi zations have been cerrving on pur—
posefully and relatively quietly in estab-
lishirg the material underpinnings for the
realization and support of a broader
planstary upreach for a betker state of
world affairs. These two crganizaticns,
URANTTA Foundation and URANTIA Erother—
heod, early accepted their role of guiet
preparation and quickly settled down to
their task of proceeding practically and
petiently in taking the necessary steps
of establishing the material, legal and
crgani zation=]l pre-reguisites for the
success of the URANTIA Revelation. Their
task was not an easy one, nor was it al-
ways pleasant, but nobtwithstardirg thet
there were sanetimes =ustained and vocal
lnvitations into less promising Dvwavs,
both organizations were true o their
brust, and Decause of the quiet and s=1f-
less dedication of zo meoy of their mem—
bers over so many years, the URANTIA
Fevelaticon has achisved a sure and certain
foothold on this plarnet. The efforts of
these silent, steadfast servers gives proof
to that Churchill statement: "Never have
g0 few, Oone so much, for so mamy."

In looking badk over the aporosimatsly
three decades past, one can see the acoom—
plishment of a number of important goels.
Let us lock ab ten of them here, though
there are mora:

1. The copyright in and to The LRANTIA
Book was and is established ard confimmes
both at hore and abroad.

2. The reglstered marks which helped
give URANTIA Pourdation and URANTIR Brother-
hood (and its constituent societies) their
owm umidque identity which will awold their
confusion with other groupe and organ—
irations, and which will help identify them
down threwugh  the years, hawve besn estab—
lished zrd successfully defended at home
ard abroad.

3. The URANTIA Brotherhood is well es-
tablizhed and is running more and more
effectively with increasingly diverse and
capable leadership. Its comittes svstem is
maturing inte a means for more and more
effective co-ordinated group function with
widespread participation.

4. A French translation of The URANTIA
Book 1s again availsble under the auwspices
of URERNTIA Poundation, and with the oo-op-
eraticn of URANTTA Brotherhood.

5. A plan for the realization of a
Spanish and other translations of The

URANTTA Book has besn architectsd and

implemented with full co—operation of the
URANTIA Brotherhood.
cond'd p.?



cont'd ghom p.l

g. A Finndsh trarslation of The URANTIA
Book has besn and iz still actively in
progeress and is nearing a point where we
c=n, with certsinty, anticipate its final-
izsation and publication.

7. A spacial perpetual printing fund for
the Erglish edition of The UBANTIA Bock
hes besn established.

8. A new book distribution and pricing
rolicy has been carsefully considered,
structured, adopted and implemetted by
URANTIA Brotherbood and with the spprovel
and support of URARNTIA Foundation.

9. There are mow aporosdirately 125, 000
copdes of the English editich of The
RANTIA Book available in the world, and
in addition, there are approximately
10,000 copies of the French edition of
The URANTLIA Book in circulaticn.

10. Based upon accumuilated envolutionary
ewperience, a definitive copyright policy
has besn developed and promalgated which
will help others more freely and properly
use, insefar as the legal requiremants are
concerned, matsrizl from The URANTIA Book.

Certainly the job of these two organ-
izations is ot finished, but these ten
accomplishments are essential and excsaed-
irgly impoctant to the future stages of
tha developrent of the presentation of the
URANTIE Revelation to this planst.

A5 a result of the efforts of URANTIA
Foundation and URAENTIA Brotherhood, more
than ever before is the world assured that
future generaticrns of mankind will hawe
argdl will b= gble fto enjoy the URANTTA Rewv-
elation as it was originally given to us.
More than ever before is the revelation in
2 position te go on to more generally
herafit manking, sven to realiza a4 new aga
of religicn on cur planst.

If with the foregoing, we closs the
ehapker o the arganization of the URRNTIA
movarent, lst us be thankful for, and ap-
preciative of, the sincers, dedicated and
largely unsurg efforts of =0 many, TaDy
personalities, th huran and superhuaman,
wao have worked and are working for the
=aopess of the URANTIA Revelation.  And
.r ooing so, let us rededicate ourselves
-5 ‘the task at hand.

W, if the first phase of the URANTIA
ovement was largely organizationzl in
rEture, then the rext chese of the presen—
tation of the Fifth Major Epochal Rewvelation
to mankind consists in a studied, co-ordin-
zted and concerted effort to infuss inko

HARMONY

every leval of modern civilization the
directionalizing, praomising and hopeful
teachings of The URANTIA Book. In this way |
wa may take advantage of the groundwork

so carefully laid ovar the last thicty
years. But it would seem best that this be
dons over time consistent with the irmen-
sity of the gathered morentum of the
planet's problems and the pecsssity for
time to prepare our larger plan of plan—
etary service and to train the necessarcy
corps of leaders and teachers. Just as
Adem and BEwve were to have asserbled cne
million of thelr offspring before under-—
takirng their task of planetary biological
upliftment, 0 we must muster, train ard
prepare our reserves before we take on a
more public o overt mindstry. Too, wWwe &an
remerber that much time passed betwesn

the time Jesus first heard an assigned
messencer from Salvington in Jerusalem at
the age of thirteen urging him to be about
his Father's business, and the time Jesus
actually undertock the comencement of his
public career. Jesus, on his trip ©0 Fome,
helped prepare the way for the reception

of his teachings by judicious selection of,
and discussions with, certain leaders and
teachers. Jesus did not begin his pﬂ.:bli-:h
mirmdistry until he had selected and trained
his owm Apostles. So let it be with us.

What I am suggesting is nothing less
than the all-ocut preparation and plasrdng
for a considered and sustained effort to
mebiilize arnd prepare teachars and teaching
gids for the effective teaching of The
URBNTTA Book. It will, just as did the
first phese, require both dedication and
sophistication--and patience. We mst

, cont'd p.5

The E;xmi ideation of the confent
of three anticles--Myens', Bain'a
and Sprungen’s--was the probable
inspdaadion fon HARMONY. An Ln- -
tense discussdion on adveniibing
peavaded evends ot Last spaing's
Southeastean Confenence. Finally,
at the close of the day, a fange
man sthode ap fo the podium.

Richend Bain's words that nighd
wene fhe mordon fox ws dhen much
as they are here, pretented
between Myens' and Sprungen's
fine asficfes. :




LOYE IS THE MORTAR

by Richard Bain

Thers has besn muech debate about the
most appropriate methods for disseminating
the teachings of Tiwe URANTIA Book. This
gubvject continues to create controversy
at conferances of students of the book.
The waricus elements within the movement
can work together and develop mutual res-
reck even Ehough these groups may ever
fully agree on methods.

The "no publicity” people (or popubs
for shoet) advise cauticn in revealing the
book to others. This group contends that
what the world needs most are the soul-
savirg truths Eram the book, ard thak
the world may never nesd to know about
the bock itself. The nopubs seen to fear
that the unusual origin and esoteric
authorship of The URBANTTA Book may e A
hindraroe to acosptanoe of the high spici-
tual concepts the book presents. The no-
pub group points bo tho danger of elsvating
the book 2bove what it teaches, makirg it
ar cobject of celigious awe as has been dore
with mamy holy books. Others of the poplbs
zay that the movenent lacks the teachers
to hardle the mass of peopls that might
come inbo the movemant as a result of
pinlicizing the book.

Arpkher group wWwithin the moverent
belisves that we must present the book to
the world immediately. Thiz group fesls
that everyone should "go for it," so they
might be called the "gofers.” The gofers
contend that the revelation should mot ke
diszected and distributed piece-by-plece
like the Thanksgiving turkey. They fesl

Ehat the stremgth of the revelaticn 12 1ks
repletensess, the unity of the whola, the
wnole Beirg greaker than the sum of 1bs

parts. The gofers seem bo feel thak the
bBook 13 destined to leaven and uplift the
religions of the world, and indireckly,

all the other enterprizes of mankind. Some
of the gqofors fesl that the revelation is
a gift to all markingd, that there are those
dving of spirituzl thirst in the spleitual
desert of the 20th century, and that it is
our duty bo got Ehe book to theses poople
as gquickly as possible.

L
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There are those who might view &i-
versity of opinicn and conbtroversy as
urspiritual or as destructive to the move-

ment. ‘The conbroversy is really an cp-
portunity for the practice of patiencs
and feirness and 2 chanoe to evolve ocon-
cepts that encompass a more complete view
of reality. Students of the book should
be aware that they are being chserved both
oy hew skudents of the bock and by persons
outside of the movement. These two groups
Wwill be more impressed by how people in
this movensent treat sach other than by
opinions held by groups within the move-
menk, Jesus told his disciples: '.. . lows
ane armther evan as I have Loved vou. And
by Ehiz will all men kbow thak you are my
disciples... "l T344:4]

An i1llustration of how diverse ale-
ments can be haomonl zed wikhin the whole
can be sean in the evoluticnh of God the
Supreme. It 15 not the uniformity of each
person's contribukion, but cather the
unigqueness of each contribution that fac-
ilitates the emergence of God the Suprame.

The mesailcthat is5 the Supreme incocporabes
all poszikle aspects of time-space real-
lkres, and thes has exhausted the possioil-
ity of Further evolution in time and space.
A= the unique contribution of each in-
dividual 15 needed bo complets the Suprems,
sa 13 the unigue contcibution of each in-
dividuzl within a group peeded Eo allow
the group to be creative and effective.

Ficturs a store wall. Each stors 1=
uniike amy other in oolor, shape or size.
Each has 2 unigue beauty of its owm. bBat
no one skone Ls the wall: the wall trans-
cends the sun of 1t3 skopes. The strenglh
of the wall comes from the wey that the
stores are fitted together to preclude
any large gaps bebweshn stores.  The beauby
af the wall comes from the creative oon-
bination cof the diwverse beauty of the
irdividual stones. Finally, nortar is
added betweon the stones bo hold thon to-
gether. to prevent the loss of a stone and
the consequent weakening of the wall. Lek
us build a movament worcthy of the bruths we
profess and morkar ik with love. Cf/gﬁ



ON ADYERTISING
THE URANTIA BOOK

by Meridith J. Sprunger

Congratulations to the =ditors and
piblishers who are initiating AARMONY!
The plurali=m of commurdcation and dia-
logoe 15 a major expression of the health
and dynamism of the URANTEA movement. I
an happy to respond to your request for
my wiew of the advertising guestion.

Although The URANTTA Book is pres-
ented as the fiftth sepochal revelation, we
mest ramerker that its enkrance inkto our
society is an evoluticnary phenamenon.
For thiz rezaon the early leadarzs of the
URANTTR Srotherbeod advecakted evslution-
ary methods for sharirg the book with
others. This wise advice has evwolved inko
the status of a Bretherhosd doctrine which
has bean the chief anphasis and most
vocalized eonecern of officlal directives
in the Brotherhood.

In spite of this attenpt to curkail
public mention of The URANTTA Book, there
nas Desn a gradual increass in the use of
punlic channels of comunicetion. Aftsr
repeatedly urging the Foundation to placa
Tne URANTTA Book in the referance work,
Books In Print, so that librariana and
bookestores would know where to purchase it,
this action wa3a taken. Societies and
sbudy grouss began to place announcenents
in local newspapers and telephons listings
becane camon. Over the yvears people have
experimanted with large nesspaper announoe-
ments, radio and TV publicity, and other
forms of mass media ocommndcation.

Fecently sane of the leadsrs in the
UBRANTIZ Brotherhood have challengsed the
"mo-gdvertising” policy and the Executive
Commithea and the Ganeral Council hawve
reaffirmad this policy during the pest
Year. The expression of group wisdom and
crgani zationzl policy is both good and
necessary. Que danger is in slevating
thase group decisions into the status of
suthoritarian Soctrines which we attempt
bt enforce by formes of oosercion. It is
easy to gquote The URANTIA Book at length,
25 has bean dore, to support either sids
of this issue. Mature religiordsts have
lomg recognized that isswes ars not set-
tled by appealing to authoritarian scrip-

tural scurces.
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While I have no pacsonal objectlion
to e policy in guestion, I am oon-
cermed by our dognatic attltudes and
ooercive strategies. I am even moce
dizrayed by the danpending effect this
policy has had on all forms of cutteach
activity. After sharing our best group
wisdom, we must allow individuals the
freedom of acoepting or rejecting this
afhrice. Only in the most Serious vio-
lation of Brotherhood policy or stand-
ards should we remove such an individual
from marbership in the URANTIA Brother-
hood.

I b=liewe the darmers of dogmatism
are greater than the dangers of adver-
tizing. Fescel reminds us that wa never
do evil 50 conpletely end chesrfully 2=
whati we 8o it from religious comrdctions.
We tend to forget that mext to the indwel-
ling guidancs of God, the mest important
source of wisdan 15 experiencs. Would 1t
rot be wiser to say to pecple who fesl
led to advertise The URANTIA Book to set
up limited and controlled experiments in
advertising ard then evaluate the results?
it may be that our theoretical and doo-
matic group opinions lack empirical
validation. The group may be able to
learrn from such experiments in mass medis
coemmind catian.

I perscrally believe it is time to
organize an intelligent and systematic
apotoach to promoting and suppoarting
cutreach ministry. I-believwe we are at
the beginning of the pericd of public
miniztey bringlng the f£ifth epochal rewval-
ation to markind. A study of all of the
vighle social and religious moveamsnts of
history shows that they start by contact—
irg, educating, and orgardzing individuals
in small groups in local conmardties.

Cnly a metwock of small gooups at the
grass roots of society can establish
solid movements.

The reasan I have not used mass media
comminications in outrsach mindstry is not
because I am afraid of any reaction from
such coemmnication. Mass media ministoy,
in my judgement, is only effective when
there is a 50lid sevolutionany bBase. I am
interested in lasting results and believe
that, at present, mess media osmurdcation
wolld make only a peripheral contribution
to extablishing a solid gress roots four-
gation for the URANTIA movemant.

HARMOMNY



There are, however, marny ef fective
methodologies for bringing knowledoe of
The URANTTA Book to people ard estob—
lishing study groups in locel communities.
A dizcussion of these approaches is bevond
the scope of this article; However, I
would like to sugpoest that it is time
for leaders interested in cutreach ministry
to form & commmication network and
schedule meetings at which these method- 3 Dana Poole, Editor, Griffin, GA
ologies could be systeraticelly considered W % pavid AL Smith, Design and
and developed. Cut of such meetings a - Graphics, Townsens, TH
mamal could be developed to assist, ; 2
guide, and inspire cutreach ministry to

the worlds. I

A semi-anmual jowtnal of the”
douthenst,

Contioibutond fAdvisoks fAss.iatan

Jim Mills, Tallahasses, FL
Temn Burts, Savennah, GA
David Glass, Bradenton, FL = | |
Ies Tutrell, Griffin, GA ik
Janst Bartlett, Jonesboro, GA 4 %
Voveths Perkins-Hunter,

Man=son, HC
Lirda Buselli, Raleigh, HC
Fichzrd Bain, St. Petershurg, FL
Ccarplyn Griffin, Cuming, GA
Margie Ray, Birmingham, AL
Maredith J. Spruncer,

judicigusly use the most up-to-date eguio-
ment, methods and techrigues, taking full
advantage of the advances in modern science
and technology as they affect commurication. Ft. Wayne, IN
Mevertheless, the essence of this effort is Martin W. Myers, Chicago, IL
gquite simple: +the study ard disseminztion Jeffery Wattles, Berkeley, 2
of the feachings of The URANTTA Bock. And ' :
all this cen be and is to ke dane consistent

l'.-. .

Editoninl Guidance References

with the injunction of spreading The URANTIA . [U 50F:3=5] ‘[W 1591 :3) (0159251
Book on a low key, Person-to-perscn basis = (U 500:9 LU 5a0:8) \!ll
in a guiet pon-public way. :
S Imbess othenwise indieated, the

Qur strateqy iz this: First and fore- : quotations within this fournal i
mest, and continuing into the indefinate | ' oghe foom The URANTIA Book, @ T955.X
futurs will be the concentrated effort more S e - et
effectively to tfeach the teachiros of The atictes and edifondal contents |
URANTTA Book within the movement. Already v Ahegfect the oplmdons of dndivid

the Pducation CQommittee of URANTIA Brother- authors and wod necessanily that §
hood had published "A Statement of the heo ' 0f the URANTIA Foundaiion

Current Thinking of the Education Coomittes LM

of URANTIA Brotherhood 1983, " which reflects
this approach. Other efforts appear mobdl-
izing on the horizon and already we have

i
Subscaiption:  $4 ammually-2 Lssuesh
Wher subscaibing, please neact o
tnis fnaeguant cssue, and make

.

2 mrber of precursors to more replete and . duggedfiond for fuduie dsdued.
far-reaching effective teaching. i Like @ muade composition book,
£t L8 blank, awoniting voust
It is essential that all of ws-—-each - scondng.

cne of us--better understands The URANTIA
Book, to better be able to share its teach-

ings.  We peed to develop more worksbls,
practical and efficient means of teaching
The URANTIZ Book to those who are imtarested
in knowing its teaching. There are already
interesting possibilities apparent to a
mprker of people. 2And, a nrker of train-
ed, capeble teachers are ready, willing
ard akle to play their perk in the forth-
coming battle of truth against error. ...

'dp.8
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PERSOMNAL AND SOCIAL HARMONY
by Jeffrev Wattles

The most satisfying personal growth
discovery T have made in the last fes
years is the need for beauty in daily
1iving. Very often, when I fall into
error, it is because I have failed to
permit the beauty of divine life to
breaths within me. Beauty, the domain
of pature and the arts ard play and
sports and humar, calls me to live =ach
day artistically. Beauty removes amiety
from the exploration of truth and com-
pulsion foan the devotion to duty. When
T follow beauty—in the suprere desire to
do the Father's will and the supreme joy
of being & mether in his family--I taste
harmonions living.

To progress in harmody is not always
a blissful affair. The divine spirit may
win an easy vicktocy over my contradictory
impulses, or there may be an anonizing
battle. PBut we should expect conflict and
not ba ghocked by the notion of taking the
kirgdom by assault. The real struggle is
tm aspend that promontory of strategic
advantage where spirit initistive bacomes
affective. Suppose I @m having lnner
Aifficuley in carrying out somes gacision.
I can ask mvself whether I have any raal
gquestion about the rightness of the action
at stake. If my higher mind and spirit are
truly satizfied, and if the only remaining
ehgkacle is some umworthy doubt or amdiety
or selfish urge, then I may wholeheartedly
ride roughsbod over such an costacle with-
out fearing to do violence to soul groath.
Ind=ed, such agoressive action invigorates
the soul.

Harmony in the domain of truth is
aszsoeiated in my mind with the nurberless
times that scme friend has been 2ole to
comvev a truth that I needed, to Erphasi e
the mountains in the foregrourd of the
value landscape, to brirg up & thought
that God had besn trying b0 CoLsSe o
reqister in my conscicusness. EHach
person's viewpoint is a liability, partial
and restricted, but also an asset, &
unigue acooss o universe reality. From
sach persan, therefore, I can learn; and
the quest for truth brings us into
dialogque, first and foremost with sSupsr-
human sources of insight, but dialogus
sazentially as well with our brothers and
sisters.

L&)

Barmomy in the domain of goodness
mears teamwork. I remsmber a factory job
I worked years ago: the place was run by
an owner who created a family atmosphere
in the shop. Cne Friday afterncon a rush
job came in, .and I was one of three asked
to stay in ocrder to get the job done. A
good-hearted Itslian fellow, a wWiry oow-
girl and I formed a team around the lamge
machine for silk-scresn printing. Almost
without words we worked, as rapidly as
our standards of guality would permit,
glad to help, exhilarasted by full effort,
united in the spirit of a fine task.
Since we knaw our work well, the teamdork
could ramain wnoonscious, and the hammomy
was simply felt as love.

It has become trite to compere socigl
harmony to the functiondng of an orohestra.
We do not all have to be alike: we should
appreciate differences. Yes, a thousana
times wes. But if we want thus to recall
Fhe value of individual differences. we
sheuld also think of the mesterly skill
required to bring each instrmment in
fune with the others and the superb d=di-
cation reguired of each musician in 3
areat crchestra. Only God can give us
faith and joy--be is the ultimate har-
mend zer--but only we cen do the task
assigned to us in the establishment of his
family here. @

LOVE

by Jim Mills

In his farewell discourse given at the
last supper with the disciples Jesus gaid
to them, "Bnd 50 I give you this new ocom-
mandrent: That you love cne another even
as T have lowved you. And by this will all
men know that vou are my disciples if wyou
thus lowve one another.”

I£f we ranarber that in so many of his
pronouncenents Jesus was spesking to his
entire universe and for all time. It be-
comes lnommoent on us to attempt to derive
a3 much meaning foom this statement as
possible. MNohbe of us can fully under-
stand what the soverign of a universe
could have meant speaking in that capacity.
we miet turn te our himan minds and attempt
to examine love in the abstract. ..ge'd .12
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HARMONY: i/
THE SPEECH OF HAVONA

Whe Father's love—iunited with the Son’s mercy
Aare borre forth across the expanding universes .
Through the hamenizing mindstry of the Spirit.

From these arise the perfect, the eternal harmonics
Of Triune Cdety and Infinity Trindty--

Those which embrace all the universes

Within their most powerful arnd harmonizing force:
Limitless Lowe.

Lave is5 the presant harmomizer of the disatbuned soul.

Lave is shown forth in each resilient rebirth of huaren harmonies
The inoer barmeny of peace——the self-attunement to the God within—
And the outer harmony of scnship and brotherhood.

Lovva is the infinite harmonizer of 2ll our eternal destinies.

The glissandi of the careenirg galaxies,

The scaring singines of the sweeping Zectors.

The societal symphonies of the Constellations,

The spinning planetary motifs of the terrestrial worlds,

All of these are to be intertwined in the Supreme orchestraticns
Of the fipnite counterpoinks and the Infinite pedal-polnt (Cm) .

The rescnating waves of elusive light-music.

The reverberating voices of the chiming oosmic choruses,

The pulsating rhythme of the haomnizing hearcts

Of 211 the Father's far—flung family,

All these are to be transposed into an ebullient crescendo

Of infinioy-bound melodies united through the mutual reciprocity
Of complerentary harmetiles. our goal:

The endlessness of post-harmordzed identity with-all.

dnEness must become duzl if harmomy is to be born,
And Bwo must become three to form the eternal triad.
From the eternal trizsd sriss 21l the harmoniss

of all the innurberable pluralities of Baing.

God 15 one, sonship is o, and brotherhood 15 three.

It is these thres which form the infinity-bass

Arngd the eternal essence of limitless variation. boly diversification.
Theough all of the reslizable harmoniss of truths znd beauties,

Of goodnesses 2nd Unboundes LOVE.

--Davig Glass

i
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o secondly, and perheps of even a
lorger term and more challenging nature, is
the task of developing means, practices and
techniques for injecting saving {ideas from
The URANTTA Book into all phases and levels
of muman endsavor. This is perhape to a
large extent itextricebly connected with
the growth of the Movement, but we can in
2ry svent begin now and indeed scme have
already done so and have been doing this
effectively over a rumber of years. Also,
thara are already developing groups which
e cormetced to position themselves o
ach as advantageously as poasible alorg
these linms,

Remamber: VBY thiz prooess of orade
wally changing man's will and thus affect-
ing human Secisions, Michasel ard hiz asso-
ciates are likewise gradually but certainly
changing the entire course of human evo-
lution, socizl and octherwise." [ {£83:7)

If we get impetient with the foregoing
approach, we can take heart that a great
deal nas already besn accomplished, and
furthermors, we ars already actu=lly seeing
the beginfings of more effective teachirg
2nd dissemination of the teachinos of The
LRANTTE Book.

FMow, some (a3 in the pest--and it is
not & new idea) have suggested that now is
the time for the public proclamation of
the availability of The URANTIA Book. The
problem with this approach 12 that it in
itself offers no direct continuity with
past preparations, nor does it promise any
plar for the future. 2s a simplistic
activity, it fails to take amcount of our
rlanstary situztion and makes those errors
of: “...oversimplifying cosmic evoluticnary
lexperiential) reality, thus leading to the
distortion of facts, to the perversion of
truth, and to misconception of destinies,"
2154

Furthermore, can anyone seriousiy argue
that our task is any less difficult ep
challenzing than that which confronted Adam
erd Eve on their mission bo our plarat?

Certainly our task is not any less &iffieult.

BUE 1f this is the case, then should we not
2 all the more alert to the experiential
wisdom already so painfully esrned from the
Adamic experience on this planet?

Zolonia, the "Voice in the Garden, "
the ancel then present at the time of the
S=fault relates: "Probably no matsrial sans
of MNebadon were ever faced with such a
difficult and seemingly hopeless task as
corfronted Adam and Eve in the sorry plight

of Uentia. But they would have scmetime
met with success had they been more far-
seeing and patfient. Both of them, especizlly
Eve, were altocgether too impatient: they
wera ot willing to settle down to the lomng,
long endurance test. They wanted to ges
some immediate results, and they did, but
the results thus secured proved most
disastrous both to themselves znd to their
world. " (U 840:3]

Solonia continues: “In estimating the
results of the Adamic mission on YoUE world,
Justice demands the recogrition of the con-
ditioh of the planet. Adsm was mnfrorsed
With a well-righ hopeless task when, with
his besutiful mats, he wasg transported from
Jerusem to this dark and confused planat,
But had they besn guided by the counsel of
the Melchizedeks and their associates. and
had they besn more patient, they wouls
have eventimlly met with success. But
Eve ligteted to the insidious Eropazands
of perscnal liberty and Plaretary freedom
of action." |U §45:3]

"Mever, in all vour ascenk o Paradise,
will you gain anything by irpatiently
attemoting to circumvent the estahlizhed
and divine plan by shert cuks, perscral
imventions, or other devices for improving
on the way of perfection, to Perfecticon,
and for eternal perfection.

All in all, there probably never was
& more disheartenirg miscarrizge of wisdom
an amy planet in all Mebadon.™ (U E46:4 5)

Mo, bow 1s mok the time for the public
rroclamation of availabilikty of Tre UPANTIE
Book. Mo, this is rot our gospel: our gospel
15 the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood
of Man, to be spresd throughout the world
in the most effective ways possible, E—-
menting this effort as we may With the teach-
ings of The URANTIA Book. And cur way ful-
£ills the past and carries great promize for
the future for it readily recognizes the
evolutionary reed for thomugh training and
preperation over time prior to ergaying in
such a larger plan as that of a sustained
effort for the uplifoment acd benign di-
rectionalizaticn of the entire courze of
human planetary evolution. We can and will
settle down to the long, long endurance
test, but we ghall & 30 with verve, enthu-
silasm and a sense of humor.

In working with this revelation, we are
working with many supsrhuman perscnalities
and spiritual agencies. This is their world,
not ours; we are only temporary residents
here. Their Sesire iz to see the splritial
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| guickenitg of all mankind with consegquent
actiorns consistent with the teaching of The
LURANTIA Bocak which will ultimately culmirate
in the realization of an entire planst's
settlement in the ages of Licht and Life--
a true, living organic brotherhood of mankind.

Bresantly, we hawve chosen momsntarily
Eo head our ship inte the wind, ssils luf-
fing, relying briefly on the gathered mo-
mentum of the past twenty-eight years ko
give us forward headway as we check our
cnarts.

The amgels can only work effectively
with those who will work with them. IS we
can accept this broader picture of things
inciuding the time frame of the angels, if
we can put aside our personal ppogramrs in [
favor of sincers oo-operation in their
more all-encompassing cocrdinstive effort,
we, as both individuals and as a group. will
ke in a better posliticn to productively
effect the epochal work of presenting a
new revelation to manking.

And row, ves, we can read our charts
more clearly. Yes, we better see the course
we should follow. The order is glven. The
shout to man cur statlons is heard. The
oref goes into the rigoing. The s53ils are
set, and now all on board begin to fesl the
ship mowve, the sails begin to £ill, our
craft leans into the wind.

Throughout the ship we feel the shudder
of our wesgel as the power of the wind is
transmubted into an irresistible forward

With the clocse of the first chapter ATy
dariving force.

in the presentaticn of new treuth to the
world, mey esch of us look forward to the

future with confidence because we have a
plan, a plan that 13 consistent with evo-
lutiorary reality and the requirements of
the modern world.

snd may the Father's will be dons in
vour 1ife as it shall be done in the life
of the world.

Cur Brotherhood ship was launched with-
oukt worldly fanfare in a cz2lm and sheltersd

bay nearly three decadss ago. Tks design
was special and ecduring. It was given
spacial form and composition by its Cone-
ghitution.
house cannon,
bBut to fire salves of light and truth to
glve new life. Cur flag, thouwgh hanging
somaWhat limply at that launching was a
Blue Concentrlc-Circles Symbool on a white
background.

To begin with, cur crew was schewhat
inexparienced, their charts somewhat in-
complete.
covery and what they lacked in factual
definltion, they made up for with intel-
ligent enthusiasm. Teday, our ship has
moed out on to the high =eas of adven—
ture and challenoe. Its course has besn
set thoough some already stormm Seas and
wa know the buffeting and showving of the
waves, we know the fury of khe winds: bub
our ship has not put in to the tenpting
sheltered bays that it has seen.

Its portholes were designed ko
not to belch smcke and flame.

But thedrs waz a voyagye of dis-

hs we begin to cut through the wewes
at ever increzsing speed., our signal flags
are spread in bold and colorful array pro-
claimitg the Fatherbood of God and the
Brotherhood of Man. And above these sigpal
flzga but below cur Concentric-Circles flag,
now unfolding is our battle flag sigrdfying
the now—coming battle of truth against error.
And at the top of the highest mast is the
Concentric-Circles flag, our £lag, no longer
limp and listless, but full, fres and £flow-
irg for all the world to ses and koow of the
caning of 2 new age to Urantia.

The storm froat has past. Cur shio
moves forward with increasing vigor and
power, but we sail not into a surset, but
inte the dewning of a pew era, ioto the sun-
light of a new age.

The Brotherbood ship is on course.
is followirg its charts.

It

We crewW merbers cen work with confidence
in earrying out our shipboard duties for cur
ship is moving forward to that unknown, but
sure, repdezvous with destiry.,

As valiant Zoldiers of the Circles, maw
we wholeheartedly enlist the solid ranks of
those mortals who shall go forth in this
oming battle of truth against error under
the unfaltering leadership of the mighty
Serarhim of Progress.

dur crew has served us well. How our
crew's intelligent enthusizsm is being re- ;
inforeed with actual experience. Also, hew
cres manbers are oomlng aboard strengthening
our ahility +o better hardls our vessel.
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Beloved Urantians and Children of the Mbst High,

Cur love ard desire to serve the Father has brought us together ko this place.
We have been brought together that we might better learn to share with cne another
the profound truth that there is none but the Father, from whom 2ll blessings flow.

It was suggested that I shars with vou experiences from the perspectives of
a black woman and represerktative of black pecple.

As a born again cosmic citizen, I can speak from many perspechlves—-—as a
woran, mother, bread winner, and Baptist minister. But, my belowed family, now
Ehat I have indeed experienced the actual presebce of Christ Jesus and have available
bo me at all times the pure profound truths of The URANTIA Booxk. I feel most

comportable sharing with you as a ohiild of the Fether and your sister in the
Holy Zpipit.

When one first reads in The UPANTIA Book that sectich which describes the
evolution of the races, it can cause distressing proglems. To the reader who has
not as yet realized his absolute spiritual kinship with the Universal Father,
Ehoough Christ Michasl the 5on, thers can arise conflicks involving superiority
ardl racizl infeciority.

What we all must understand, though, is nok what was. but what i5. What

15, 15 the fact that throogh slavery, black pecpls were puk into A positicn of
sarvitude and bondsge. Our customs were barbaric bo white civilization. and our
intellectual acccmplishments were rekarded according to the attitodes, beliefs
and valug systems of white clvilization. Im 3ore instances that abbitude =till
prevails. Bowever, my beloved Family, while rivilized soci aky wWas daveloping
mantally and financially. black society was qecwirg and dewveloping spiritually.
Black people ke the '.'r_lm=h of sharing, of loving, of saring and bonding. They
knew that thaese attributes are recessary For aurvival in both an alien and a
familiar eovironment.

It i= natural for the male member of black scociety to be the head of his
family, just as 1t is nmatural for a black woman to assune the same role.  Matural
inrate tendencies have taught us to serve and ko help cre arothor with love, ard
in khe g]."-'irf:-' of ourselyves 'n"."ll:?].l%!"lﬁal"t.l'_‘f_‘ll':.-'. T give. nok rosktcictad by society's
mores, but according to natural (spiritual) ipstinck. There has been moch hexpative
Sterectyping. of blacks and it mostly stems from poople who just canpob understand
the open, loving. gerercus nature of the group of people.

Tet, boloved, Christ Jesus arranged for HimselF to be born among people of color.
Bz taucht people of color the profound love ard las of God. He teughl us most 2ol
that while wa judge acrording to the flesh. He, rhrist Jesus, judyes no coe. In
heaven, there is neither bond or free, mzle or female, but children of the Holy
Spirit progressicg and living the all-time adventures of krowing God, serving #Him
gnd eventually attaining Him a3 God the Supreme. It 13 the Father's purpase that
this world be settled in light and life. The ra=es must be blended Ehroughly, in
order for this event to be actualized. Can you not see it happeniog already?
Blacks have learred most wisely how to develon and use those intelleckual abtributes
which have helped white society grow. In turn, blacks have given to white society
lf=a i gl Tne soul that allows: one to be free--free to move, fres to =way, Frea to
feel, give and love. Freedom to know God and experience Him emotionally.

i
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Can you imagine this marvelous combination of intellectusl and spiritual growth
ooourring in both races? Perheps Mr. Linooln, in his famous address, didn't fully
realize the profournd spiritual trath in the ocontent of his statement, "Rl men are
created equal”—regardless of race, creed or ratlonal origin. It took slavery of a
group of "jurgle people” to make the words of Jesus ring true. "All men are created
equal in the Spdirit."

I pray, my belowed family, that we all cootinue o grow in the Spirit of Love
and Truth. A3 wWe serve one another, we serve our brother Christ Jesus. The Father

13 glorified and so are we.

All mw lowe, from your sister
in Christ Michasl,

ﬂaﬂmLﬁJLﬁk ..-;'-"J . ""'-“-:"tuh—ui_tﬁh

Veyette Perkins-Hunter

This feiten from Voyette Perbina-Hunien was read ad the Second Annual Seutheasienn
Confenence in Affandta {n May 1983, So staongly did the message Touch atiendees’
neaats that £ was necedved by standing ouaiion.

Mew life, like a detohated megaton of
benign affection, .

Blasted through the structures of my

q youthful mind, £

'Setting therein pew revelation-sketched -
architectures,

Couched in the etermal patterrs of .

reverent holiness, g & T

And built upon the cornerstone of
uncondi tional LOVE-- +

Love Ehat would ensble my inexparienced heart

To pour back to the Originzl Father, oy Cod,

That irmessursble estecom and unbounded praisSe

For the omi-faceted Goodness I discoversd

In my Divine Creator. .

-.:,;v.re, love, the eternally oonstant infinlty i I

. of expansive love,

Enlarged the puerile portals of my nascent
. . goul into a maturity

Of earth-bound heaven in which I may sanehow live
Clasped by inseparable bonds of brotherly unity
With everycne whom I may mest or krew or hear of.
.F [ L]

A mobilized portion of portable Paradise now passes
Throwgh the Aorta of my heaven-healed heart |
And teachss it the unflagging melodies

Of irrepressable joy-songs!

Endlighten me, O Father, how I mey best radiate
your LOVE

To the circling masses of your heavern-bound 4
buranities, o

And how may my truth-taught tongque best descrike

The happiness and wonderment of our immortal
Romance? ) ; - =

Por it is you, my Father, whom I would honor
With the IOVE-Constancy with which you LOVE,
And it is vour family whom I would ephearten |
With the ncbility of vour timeless life.

Show me, O Father, the eternmal way to simg the
. hymis of time!

o ==[Avid Glass W

L
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cont'd from p. g

one of our best sources is the Jewish
theologian, Martin Buber (1B78-1963).
In his well-known I and Thou (Berlin, 1922)]
Buber examines lowve in the light of his
understanding of the I-Thou relation. In
referance to the haman pelaticn of the I-
You {Thou) . he says "Less clear is the
element of action in the relation to a
hitnan Yemi. The essentizl act that here
estanlishes directness (in the relation)
is usually understood as a fealing, and
thus misunderstood. Feslings accorpany the
mataphysical and metapsychical fact of love,
but they do not constitute 1t: and the
feclitgs that acocompary it can be very dif-
ferent. Jesus' fesling for the possessed
man is different from his feeling for
the beloved disciple: but the love is
cne. Feelings one "has"; love ooours.
Feelings dwell in man, but man Swells in
hi=s lowve... Love doss mot cling to an 1.
as if the You were merely its "contsnt"
or coject; it is bebweens I and You.
«olove is responsibility of an I for a
You: inm this oonsists what cannot consist
in zny feslimg--the egquality of all lowvers."
Buber's meaning is best expressed when it
is understood that the You is not an object,
an it. It is not a thing, a mere chject.
Thus when we say "I love that painting, "
we really mean that we like it, appreciate
the artist's expression of his impression
of his own feslings. A painting is an
"lE." We can really lowve chly another
personality: scmething livirg, conscious,
reciprocal, God, angels, midwayers, man.
(They love us). But the essential part
of love is that the You loved, never loses
its identity. is never submerged in the
ardor of the I: it never loses its dignity
25 & distinct person nor does the I ever
lose recognition of all these factors. IS
it does, the You becomes instantly an “it"”
ta the I, the supreme degradation.

Az we strive to understand Buber's
vies of love several thirgs becane imme-
diately apparent. Perheps the most cbhvioas
iz that the word "lowe" is ome of the mosk
arbigueus in our yocabolary and that £or
the purrose of ooherent thinking we need
to find new words for each of its many
different meanirgs. "Love" is a2 word used
to express all kinds of diverze feelings
rarging fram the gut-level glandular
rezction of adolescence, to the sublime
levels spoken of by Jesus. In bebwesn
are found a vast rarnge of human experiences
rerging fram simple feelings of affection
to feallngs of possession and jealousy all
mesquerading undsr the name of “love."
With such a rarge of meanirgs when we speak
of love it seems dublous that we are zble

LF

to cxmunicats at all. EBEverything sears
to depend upon context; hardly the key to
wnderstanding each other.

I am sanetimes appalled at the use of
the work "lowe" in the URANTLA movemsnt.
There are loks of people in our groups foc
whom I bave feslirgs of grest affection and
over the yvears, in many instances, through
bryimg to understand then as individuals T
believe I have grown to love them. The
test I would apply is: Do I see them in
all their human dignity each striving in
thelr own way o attain their owm singular
destimy 25 children of the Supreme? o I
have honest feslimgs of willing them to
succeed and of wanting to help them in
every way possible vet without any reoog-
ition of any part I might havwe in it? Do
I understand their uniqueness and step
aside when we care to diverging paths and
wish them the best in all their endeavors?
Do I see their mistakes as errors in the
growing process through which they will
learn and not as faults naturally inberent
in tham? Do I rezlize that they ace
maturing day by day and mistakes of past
years are o longer a part of them? In
2 word, o I see them as YOU not 2= an
it? If I do, I amn begimming to love them.

. Bubexr, Maatin., Tch wnd Tu, Beafin,
1922, Taansfation by Walfer Kauimann,

1970, Mew Yonk., Chanfes Soribnea's Sens.

&

Z. underfiming L4 author's
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of spirit communication.™ (U 3008)

HARMONY is a jourmal of the Southesstern readership edited to reflect i |
the tonal qualicies of the human melody of the readers of The URANTIA i
Book. FPhilescphy, music, art, humor and poetry will be offered in e J
melodius association, for--"Harmony...is the one universal code i

It is also hoped thact, through HARMONY, we will reach higher levels

quesk.,

of communication concerning matters of service motive and spiric

This COMPLIMENTARY COPY of HARMONY 1s our special Rift to you. We .i:

lope you enjoy 1t, and will support this activity with your

subscription.

raflective of our Father's Lave.
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Send $4.00 for each subscriprion (2 issues ansually).

To make HARMONY & viable publication, we need 250 subscribers from ¥
readers all ever the country. The free exchange of ideas from
readers is a valuable intellectual and relizicus experience.

i
"lease conglder starting your subacriprion today, so that we may ‘hu
continue to harmonize and unilte aurselves in worshipful symphony
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