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IMPRESSIONS OF THE CONFERENCE

MEETING AT THE CROSSROADS

LETTER FROM CHARLOTTESVILLE

DEAR USCC,

While it's st fresh in ry mind 1'd like to write my impressions edthe Narth-
st Regional Conference at Simon's Rock of Bard College because | falt
that significant events transpired there,

First of all, thank you, The location and setting were beautiful. The accam.
medations were fie and the food was excellont. Even the waather
couldn't have been bester, Your planming was carried out perfectly; fram
reglstration thraugh to the conclusion on Sunday.

The: six panel presentations were woll done and set the tone for the werk-
shops, t's difficult to get deeply inte a topic in the hour Allotted but the
waorkshops are a good avenue for getting to khow bath the people whe
are |eading the sessions and the people in the group on a more parsanal
bevel, Alo, in the workshop on the two discourses on true religion we
were instructed totake several minutes to ourselves Lo meditate upon how
we would personally react if Jesus were Instriucting us as he had the
twonty-four on page 1726, This was an exceflent way of parsenalizing this
Mmessage.

The mterfaith musical program was a great idea for bringing the local
churches together with the LIRAMTLA arganization remaining in the back-
ground, And the evening sacial was a happy event. | erjoyed all of this.
Bus, for me the significance began on Sunday,

The gathering on the lawn by the gazebo imported a sense of spiritual
tuning in, particularly because of the emphasis on personal commumion
with |esus and remembeance of him. The joining of hands in the cirele in
meditation and the irward calling out of feeling: of brotherhood in the
group—beautiful. Sending us off bwo by bwo to think of Jesus and 1o talk
about him and how he's significant to us—in that lovely setting with the
birds and the beauty of nature and the warm sun in the Blue sky—wha
an inspiring, loving, jovous, and fulfilling aceasion. The service In the
chapel on the hill and the songs were again a spirtual high. Yet, perhaps
the muost upEliing of all these experiences came at the remermbrance sup-
per oubside in the circle, with the slent communion in concert with the
bircks ancd the breeze thraugh the pines; and then the words by members
within the group, again recalling the everts in |esus” life that have tausehed
us the mast. And although we had difficulty with the words and the steps
to the dance, the dance was significant. It and the singing got us physically
imvohved with one anotherwhich amplified, for me, the feelings of brathes-
hood. And then the three concentric circles folk dance—an inspiration,
unplanned but meant to be. The weekend was a Blessing. | know I've
added to my family of brothers and sisters and this |s the main reasen | at-
bend these funcdions,

I'd Eke to suppest that your study group has feund a theme, a lacation, a
larmat that would be good to stay with, It could become the conference

S fmpressians on Page &

Cn Thursday, June 23, | left Bradley International Airpart baund for
OrHare as the aternate representative from USCC to the Society Con-
clave and the Triennial Delegate Assernbly of IRAMNTIA Brotherhood. My
thotsghts were caught in recurring cycles of speculation along twa differ-
ent lines and a third concemn which weuld spin my thaughts: concem far
Marta Elders. Manta, who was the delepgate from WSCC had called o vl
me that she would be unable to attend the Conclave on Friday because
her father had taken sefiously il Il she could, sha wedld [ ot Friday
night ar Saturclay meming to attend the TDA,

I wonderad: what are the objectives of ether weisties? Ara they clearly
fermulated? What programs and poficies have they put in place to per-
sue them? What sort of efforts have they made to foster stuely groupst
How are they arganized? Do they have membership drives? Do any of
the socketies promote the teachings theeuph orpanized society actions?
What sont of programs do they pravide for the Intellectual and spiftual
nourishment af their members? Andthen Iwould wonder about the TDA;
How well would a group of relative strangers waork together? What wauld
be the responses of other participants to the resolutions submited by
WSCCT How would the TDA go about choosing from a fiald of candidates?

The trip fram CHare to the Days Inn an Diversey Parkway wers by un-
eventfully. | checked into the hotel, unpacked, shewerad, and went cut.
| stopped in at 533 and then went for a fast bie and a walk around

Crarmercy Park.,

Crarnercy Park is at the end of Diversey Parkway and fronts upon Lake
Michigan. It is a beautifully laid out park with bike paths evenawhere, a
large marina in the middle of the park, and trees covering the shoreline.
However, & was painful to see because the drought had left the frass a
scarched, brown mat and had withered many of the l=aves an the tree:,
As | was leaving the park, | noticed a statue located in the corner of the
park facing Diversey parkway, more or less aceoss the street from the Vet
erans’ Mamaorial,

Itis a likeness of Coethe erected in honor of the many immigrants of Ger-
manic descent whe have come here In the century. He does not strike
one of thase largerthan-life hereie poses ene so often sees in public
places. Instead he stands casually with an open beck in his hand as he
gazes down Diversey Paskway with a look of well- measured relflection,

The Conclave began precisely at $:00 A M. on Friday, The moming kegan
with an introductian by the Domestic Extension Commites. Then the
Charter Committee explained the criteria it uses to qualify a grow fer
chastering as a society. In the aftemoon the Domestic Extension Com-
mittee described to us in some detail the new Area Coordinator Program
and hew it related to societles and their geographic zanes, Finally, there
wias a prasentation on the contribiutions which societles can make to head-
quarters.

Lee Crosproads on Page 3
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LETTERS:

SCIENTIFIC SYMPOSIUM |

LAND NEEDED FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNITY

T Theee Ecditierr:

Land is needed for a self-sufficlent, splritual community There could be
hame-grosen food, a Bakery, a natural healing center, and ather activities.
Armane who can help or would be interested in participating should con-
tact e, Franeis Marion, BT 3, Box 223, Livingston, Tennessee 38570,

I ance waorked for an oil company but am seeking a mare fullifing lile, A
native of Connecticut, | recantly checked st land in Cemral Mew York
A group of URANTIA people could atternpt to put advanced prnciples
inte practice. | publish a gardening catalog called “Wander Crops” which
specializes in extra-hardy plants. The LRANTIA Hook notes that it was the
prime purpose of the Adarnic Regime to influence hunters and herders to
become pardeners. ™ (593).

“An industrial cvilization cannot sundve,” states The LIBANTIA Book, *i its
leacers fad to recognize that even the highest social developments must
ever rest upon a sound agricultural bass,” (769) | am wondering o other
readers of The LIRANTIA Book might have an Interest in warking together
terward the establishment of some kind of spiritual center to help resole
rredern prablems,

Such a graup may offer an altemative, for example, to someons in an un-
fulliling job. Single or marred people could find refuge from a confused
and sometimes wayward society, A self-sulficient conter could create full-
time empdoymont {or its members, their children and others. it could
market wholesame products, We plan an s and crafts catalog and have
an excellent zolar food dryer.

Ler Spdritval Communily in Bight Celump
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The supposed conflict between science and religion has gone on for cen-
turies and will surcly continue o be discussed for a long time o come,
Bat careful consideration of this area leads to fresh insights and new un-
derstanding in both science and religion. It should be no surprise to read.
ers of The URANTIA ook that such studies also tend to unify rather than
separate the two, It was this area that was the facus of Scientific Sym-

F—n-sa'urn |,

We were treated to a fascinating range of ideas on a wide varlety of sub.
Jects. Thare was direct confirmation of the dayfdate relationships found
in Part IV of The LIRANTIA Boak, and there was a philosephizal considera-
tion of points where science and The LRANTIA Book are not (yet) in agroe-
ment. Scientific ideas on the physics of light were related to those in The
LARAMNTIA Rook, Love, which plave zuch an important part in religlon, was
shown to possess the characteristics of a science, W considered arthro.
palogy psycholopy concepts of ime and space, the natura of chreme.
samies, and the influence of meorality on the developmant and growth af
AlDS,

This Is by no means a complete Bt of subjects, but It will sulfice to gve

u an idea of the broad range of discussion. The presenters, experts in
their fields, used language that could be undersaad by non-technical
listeners. So it wias a very stimulating and thought-prevaking session that
generated much enthusiasm among the participarts. The full text of the
papers presented will be made available by LURANTIA Brotherhood, You
will find them well warth reading,

The sesting for the conference was Belmant Colloge in Mashwille, Ten-
nessee, Belmont s a small school with a very attractive campus and facs.
ties well-matched to the size of the group, about 250 of us. The weather
wias hot but atherwise kind. The companionship and eongenial spirk of
the growp were natewarthy,

Thés was a highly successtul meeting and The LIRBANTIA ook readers whe
put it together abwiously put much tirme and effeet into it Cur comph-
ments and thanks go to tham all. Special nate should be made of the eon

tribution of Melissa Wells who was not only invelved In starting the whole
idea, but did not et a mave to Florida interfere with hes work onthe Symi-
poslurmn,

| weas defighted to bearn that Sclertific Sympasium |1 & being planned. Be

sure to get to that one. I it s anything like the first, you will be glad yeu
did.

—bidney Sprigue, Farmington, Connecticut

Sprritual Community from Left Column

The URANTIA Book calls horticuture .. the highest blessing ... the mast
human of all human activilies.” (752:1) Cther activities could also be
pursued. What s your favorite LIRAMTIA tople? Various interests can be
kept In mind and infermation shared. Interested persons might help
Launch something new from thes ewn homes or locality.

If anyone has an interest in warking with others to help bulld a better life
please get in touch wih me. This is an oppartunity for peace, freedom,
and fulfillment.

—fFrancis Marion, Rt 3, Box 223, Livingaten, Tenneses 38570
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1988 NORTHEAST REGIONAL

LIST OF CREDITS

The Mortheast Reglonal Conference of June, 1988, at Simon’s Rock of
Bard College turned out to be a really memorable weekend of fellowship,
stucky, and waorship,

“Religions of the World, ” the tople of the conlerence, set the tone for a
gathering of spiritual unity and sharing of religious experience by the
ninety-seven particlpants from fteon states and Quebec.

Activities of the weskend conference includad:

® 3 panel presertation of fiver of the warld's religions and Mew
Age religieus movements,

® ten workshaps on religion and religious experience,

® aspecial program of sacred music preserted by a combined
chair representing twelve southam Berkshire County church
chairs, under USCC sponsorship,

® a worship service and remembrance supper,

® a children's program,

® other study, recreational, and social activities.

The conference program was a year in preparation and represented the
cooperative efforts of more than thiny people frem all around Mew Yark
and Mew England and same from beyond this region,

Hosting and coordinating the conference wias the study group of Great
Bamington, Massachusetts, including Marty and Gloria Greenhbus, who
acted s site coordinatess, Donny MacLean, the program chalrman, and
Art Gregory, coordinates, Karen Culbreth of Pine Plains, Mew Yok, pro-
vided the children’s program, Lynn Kline of Ashiiald, Massachusetts, was
the eanlerence registrar, and Joan Battsen of Arlington, Massachusetts, lad
the worship service,

Helena Sprague of Farmington, Connecticut, a trustee of IRAMTIA Foun-
dation, and Peter Lawrence, chairman of the Fratemal Relations Com-
mittee of the URAMTIA Brotherhood, greeted the conference for the
LIBAMTIA Foundation and the Brothedhood

Panelists and workshop leaders included: Rick Hart, Chatham, Mew York,
Mamy Creenhut, Great Barington, Massachusetts, Stophen Hech,
|amaica Plain, Massachusetts, Father Robeart Schuer of Mew Lexington,
Ohéo, Reverend Paul Whitmoyer, Landisburg, Pennsybvania, Mick Sealzo,
Clintan, Connecticut, Peter Laurence, Armonk, Mew ork, Dlan Massoy,
Sherborn, Massachusetts, lack Schmedas, Morth Harwich, Massachusetts,
and Alizon Gardner, Sherborm, Massachusets,

The worship service was assistod by Grag and Sue Welch of Andaver,
Massachusetts, Eric Johnson of Mewton, Massachusetts, Marvin Cawnyn,
Berkeley, Califarnia, and Father Rabsert Schuer,

The Intesfaith choir presentation, a public event under the auspices of this
cenfesence for readers of The URANTIA Book, was organized by Johann
Fearsan, choir director and organist of Old Parish Church, Shelileld, Mas-
sachusetts, and was directed by Marjery Crawdord, choir directar of Saint
Peter's Roman Catholic Church of Great Earrinﬁm Mlassachusetts, €ele
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steve Bartley of Schenectady, Mew York, recorded the panel presentation
and Beth Bartley transcribed the session.

The Saturday night social was put together by members of the URANTIA
=ocicty of Greater Mew York,

Sowr Lt of Credits in Right Colinma

Crovsraads fram F‘agr T

Although there was a great deal of useld information delivered in this
tightly controlled format, it was hardly what | had expected, Instead of
learning what other socleties were thinking and feeling and daing, the
Conclave was essentlally lecused on the organizational relationships ex-
isting betwean the secleties and headquarters. Engaging a now situation
with unfounded expectations is often disappointing,

O Saturday moming when | walked into the conference raam at 533 for
the beginning of the TDA | was maore than pleased to see Marta siting
there| With great effeet she had managed ta break away for a shaort tine
from her family situation, Despite the unresohed status of her father's con-
ditien and the strain of the previous day and the late night Tlight, she was
her usual, cheedul sell, composed and cangenial, An adrirable srit, |

thought.

Dave Elders opened the TDW and introduced Paul Snider, the kaynaote
speaker. This was the first time | have heard Paul sprak and | hope i is
nat the last. His sddress was inspirational without being bombastic or sen-
timental. His i that subtle but pervasive inspiration which emanates from
a sincere penetration deap into the darmain of truth. | remember thinking
to msell that hese i a man who s moved by the muse of philosophy, He
elevated the perspective of aur thinking by bringing te our attention the
higher purpases for which we were gathered. By the time he finshed, |
believe most of us felt as though we were standing upon a mauntain,

The TDW is the most remarkable business meeting | have ever attended
because of the spirit which seemed to animate the group. Here we were,
a group of relative strangers thrown together to pedorm wefamiliar tasks
encompassing a massive amount of werk with very litdle time to accom-
plish our ohjectives. We had thirty-six candidates to review and twa dozen
reshtions to consider, which left about ten minutes for us to address aach
item. However, the spirit of cooperation and integrity in the grac was so
#rang that we completed all of this business within the allotted time of a
day and a half without ence straining ths spirit, Almost without ewcepiion,
every comment mace about each of the candidates was a pasitive one.,
I peaple knew of weaknesses with any of the candidates, they never men-
tioned it. We focused on their strengths instead of their weaknesses,

Several individuals who have witnessed previous TDAs remarked that they
had never seen a TDA function in so harmonious, congenial, and effsc.
tive a manner. | honestly do not believe that they were flattering ws. The
spirit of harmany in group fusction is stil clear in my memory. Perhaps it
was the commanaliy of our shased values, o the work of cur seraphim,
of the lasting eflects of the keynote address. Cestainky, the moderators dis-
played excoptional skill and tact in moving the mieeting along at certain
paints,

As | piled into the back of a station wagen bound for Lake Forest and the
Intensive Summer Seminars to be held there, mmy thoughts were moving
ahead already in expectation of tomerrow, As we passed Gramercy Park,
| spotzed Goethe in the distance with his haok In hand gazing intently
down Diversey Parkway. And | wondered: What weuld he have ghven in
his ifetime to gaze upen the book which | carried with me,

—UGearge Park, Hampton, Connecticut

List of Credits from Left Colemn

Saturday afternoon relreshments were provided by the Darien, Connec-
ticut, study group.

The organization and adminlstration of the conference was a gratifying ex-
perience and seemed effortless to those participating,
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CONFERENCE IDEAS

PANEL ON WORLD'S RELIGIONS

During the conference at Simon's Rock, | heard a commert that seemed
to open a floodgate for me from which poured forth marny thoughts and
ideas that must have been swirling around inside for some time. | would
like to offer them for consideration and comment. While attending ene of
the workshops somsane mentioned that he wished that there could be a
conference withowt workshops at all. He didn't have any complaint about
the workshops, [ust a desire to soclalize with both old friends and new.
This Is a wish that | have heard often.

Before | continue, | would like to say that | thought the conference was
wandarful. Even with the responsibility of registration {thank you to all
wha helped me at the desk) and room accommodations. | never felt
rushed, The music on Saturday night was great and the worship service
wias both fun and moving.

Back to the wish. With this caught in the back of my mind came thoughts
aboutthe children and teens, They were separated from the adults so that
they coutd play while the adults attended the serious matter of study and
discusslon. But play to a child ks a serious matter, & is their work—they juss
have fun doing it. This is something that adults have forgotten, llke a form
of intellectual ammedia, The wish, the children, play all seemed to com-
Gine together In my mind and the floodgates opened,

Why couldn’t we have a cenference in which both children and adults
experienced the theughts and ideas of a parieular subject through play?
What made the worship so special were the very elements that children
use all the time in thesr play iwork). Wee shared a special ime with some-
one else, wo meditated {children do it all the tme bt we call it daydream-
ing or imagination}, we sang, we danced, we laughed, we shared our
special thoughts with the group, We played| Enough activities along this
theme came to my mind to fill an entire weekend. | won't go into the
details because the possibilities are andless—it §s the idea itself that s im-
[poitant,

A tew weeks later | was able to see these ideas put Into action. My son
Matthew (age 7) and | attended a Cursillo family weekend at the Passion-
st Retrest House in West Springfield, About 50 peaple attended, 1/3
children from babies to teens, Except for about twenty minutes when the
adults separated for a talk, we all spent the weekend together, (you
fuessed it playing. The theme of colors was wsed to teach us of the

Father's bove for each individual and our part in giving and recefving that
love,

Wi had storles read to us, we created a pots and pans band, acted out
skits, sang, played volleyball, had a kickball game on a dpperyslide,
painted each others faces, made banners and sang some more, Al this
was done in and around perods of worship and free time, it didn't take
kg before | realized that we were no longer adults and children spend-

ing time together, but were just oursebves communing with the Father in
a very spacial way

30wy not? | would appreciate your comments and |deas an this subject.
Please send them to me in care of USCC Mowsletter, POL. Box &8, Farrning-
ton, CT 06034,

—Lynin Kline, Ashfield, Massachusens

Unless atherwise indicated, all quotations are from The LIRANTIA Book,
Copyright © 1955 by URANTIA Foundation, 533 Diversey Parkway, Chi-
cago, linob 60614, and are used by permission.

SPEAKERS’ DISCUSSIONS RECORDED
TRANSCRIPT TO BE MADE AVAILABLE

The Saturday afternoon plenary session of the 1966 Northeast Regional
Conference consisted of a panel presentation and discussion of five of the
wodtd's religions and the New Age religious movement. *Religions of the
Woarld; Diversity and Unity * was the theme inviting the panelists to pra-
sent their points of viaw,

Reverend Sagen R. Hart of the Clear Mountain Zen Center of Chatham,
Mew York, presented his ideas from the point of view of his Buddhist think-
ing. He addressed the subject of “Foren and Farmbessness™ In religious ex-
perience,

Marty Greenhistt of the Great Barrington, Massachusedts, study group pre-
sented his thoushis as a fewizh student of The LIRANTIA Haak,

Sbeven Hecht from Jamaica Plain, Massachussets, of the Mewton stucly
greup, presented atalk on the Islamie refigion,

Reverend Paul Whitmoyer, a Lutheran Minister in Landlsbarg, Pennsyl-
vania, discussed his experience as a reader of The URANTIA Book—
*5earch For the Frontiers of Realin:®

Father Robert Schauer, a Cathalic priest from Mow Lexington, Ohia, told
of his experience as a Cathalic priest who is also a student of The LIRAN-
TIA Book and an adive participant In the URANTIA moverment,

Mick 5calza, a feunding member of LISCC from Clinton, Connecticut, and
one who keeps abeexst of new spiritsal movements, presented the MNew
Age religiows movements,

Atranscript of these presentations were taken from tape recordings macde
at 5imon's Rock of Bard College on June 11, 1988, and were made by
steve and Beth Bartley of Schenectady, Mew York, These were sent o the
panelists for editing and are being prepared for publication. This warlk [s
expected to be available In mid-wénter, 1980-09.

H you wish to recelve a copy of this transeript write:
TRANSCRIPT, USCC, PO, Box 88, Farmington, CT 06034,

EXCERPTS FROM PANEL PRESENTATIONS

*In Buddhism they talk about the foollshness of a fish in the ceean leoking-
for water.... It is as foofish for human beings to be searching for God. Fish
inthe ocean keoking for water—a human being completely embraced by
the abschte and looking for the absolute. It is ke that fish, ‘Hey! Have
you seen God.. 1"

=Reov. Sogen B Hast

“And this is really what |udaism ks all abaut—and what it is; finding truth,
finding spiritusality, finding goodness, finding beauty, living in God's will
and serving with a whola heart, And | think it's every religion. | don'tthink

there i really any religion that has a different purpose than that.,.
—lartin Greenhus

“The faithful were called upan to practice virtues such as eharity, humil-

&Yy, patience, continence, and sincerity as a means of reforming ene's moral
character. The beliefs, the rites, and the moral refermation were deemed

Sew Pamel Fresontation Evcerpls on Fape 5
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PLANS BEGUN FOR SPRING
1989 NORTHEAST
REGIONAL CONFERENCE

REINTERPRETING
TRADITIONAL HOLIDAYS
IN LIGHT OF The URANTIA Book

Reserve the weekend of June, 10-11, 1989, to attend the next northeast
regional conference of readers of The LURANTIA Bock to be held in Creat
Barrington, Massachusetts, on the campus of Simon’s Rock of Bard Cal-
lege once again.

In the wake: of the exhilarating experience of the spring, 1908 conference
at this site, volunteers are comming forth

with ideas and cammitting their energies to planning and ceganizing the
ipfing, 'BY conference,

The URANTIA Society of Central Connecticut and the URAMTIA Soclety
of Greater Mew York are woarking together to insure the success of this
conference and much has been said about taking up where we left off in
June, 1968, We will have had another year te grow in lave, to FAin in wis-
dom and in the experience of God. Our world will be presenting us with
anather year's development en all fronts. We will have another oppartu-

nity to share thesa things, te enjoy renewed fellowship, and te commune
with Him,

Il yau wish to panticipate in the preparation, planning, or organization of
the Spring ‘89 conference call Sandy Rogers of Jack Schmedes, Marth Flar-
wich, Massochasetts, (508} 432-4999,

Program details and reglstration material will b inchuded In the March,
1989, editisn of this newsletder,

Fanel Presentation Excerpls fram Page d

ter purify the soul of man and lead to salvation and at the hour of death
o eptrance into Paradise, *

—Steven Hacht

"' Joose and loyal and Lutheran aiming to expreas my faith that by
directly experiencing ry search for reality | grow mast and best. [t is my
purpase to aveld letting loyalty te historic roots get in my way of direct ox-
pericncing...”

—Rev. Paul Whitmoyer

“When [ was half way through the book, as things will happen, | just hap-
pened to have an appaintment with my bishop. 5o | took the book with
me. The big blue boak. | took it right into his plush office, When he came
i for the appalntment | held it up like this and | said, ‘Bishop Herman,
have you ever seen or read this book?”

“*Mao, Robert,’ he said, “What is g8

“Well," | saidl, *It proves bo be a statement of truth—a restatement of truth
about 2,000 yoars after Cheist.”

“He took & and said, “Well, what does Urantia meani’,,.®
—Fr. Rabert Schuer

“Each time that it {3 new revelation) came along, thase who whe studied
it said, “This is the last word, He's never going to speak again.’ You pick
up the Bibls and thats the last word, He's newver going to speak again, at
least for & couple of thousand years. But that's not really the case. He
neves shuts upl He's eanstantly revealing himsel, thraugh alf of us in differ-
ent ways... "

—Mick Scalzo

FROM A WORKSHOP AT THE 1988 CONFERENCE

Halidays, like other evertsin human experience, put en display each per-
son's spirkual se, as rich or as underdeveloped as it may be. Regardles
of content, any sharad event stancks as a spiritual litmas test, capturing for
that mement intime indisputable evidence of sach person’s distinctive sot
of religious values,

Family fife, as well a5 other human associations, guarartees light will {23
on a person'’s spirkual self, Questians and challanges arise, both explicithy
[rom other people and the natural fow of human events, and implicithy
frarm one's inherently progressive consciousness of God, God the Su-
preme literally depends on ws to five our spisitual ideals, t interpret and
reinterpret reality through our shared experiences, “as we pass by, * from
one evert to ancther. In this context, holidays, weddings, the deaths of
friends ar family members, etc, become the perfect lenses thraughwhich
ouf spiritual natures can shine.

Religionists are captivated by everyone's heightened receptivity to the
conscinusness of God at holiday times Be Christmas, or at an evert like
a wedding or a funeral, when they might chance to pasticipate kn the
manifestation of spiritual reafity threugh another reinterpretation of the
symbals presented. Religionists capkalize on events of enhanced recep.
theity for the edification of themselves, their fellows, and Gad. Men and
warnen, parents, brodhers, sisters find courage In eackh passing marment to
reinforce “that which is cld and TRUE ... " and to reject *that wiich is new
but fakse,” and to faith-embrace “that which |2 rew and alo true,”
(1656:1) Mortal man's searching out and highlighting of new meanings
and values constitttes the realization of God the Supreme. Rather than
pre-knowledge or specific planning for an Impending event, it is our
sincere readiness at any moment in time to seek and do the Fathers will
that will satisfy man's and God's need for able, dynamic interpreters who
will be present to shape and express the new, expanded definitions so
neaded for the spiritual advancement of all.

Said a Catholic, “Christmas is wonderful because it i the ane day of the
year when the greatest number of peopls are conscious of God, and it is
that very glohal, shared consciousness, the true 'pift of Cheistrnias,* which
feels so nurturing, healing, and spirtually satisfying to me.” Sald a Jow,
*When you think of it, Hanukah is really a celebration of religious and
poliical freedam for all peaple, rather than the aggrandizernent of one
religien.” These are examples of ideas that everyone ean embrace.

Durning & funeral for her hushand, a woman brought a friend of her
husband to a wholly new consciousness of God, and a kesn interest in
The LIRANTIA Book, simply by her spantaneous reactions during the day,
Her spirtual habits naturally expressed hope, joy, fuli@mers, serenily,
kindness, and generosity, and triumphed overthe materialistic pefceptions
of sadness al around her. This man could not help but be drawn to her
fragrant religion of a persanal God who abides through all.

Owr task is allow this form of Intensely personal, spirit-to-spiit contact ko
thrive. Recognize that anyone's expanded spiritual insight is coupled in-
exorably to a responsibiliy to interpret human events in terms of this new
spirkual insight. It Is each religionist's duty to share their growing God-can-
seseassness, and tosimilarly encourage others. The essence of the Supreme
i our interpretations and reinterpretations of spirkual reality in hursan

See Reinterpreting the Holidays on Page &
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OFFERINGS

THE ADMINISTRATION OF
THE POWER OF GOD

ON THE ROLE OF
THOUGHT ADJUSTERS

Qur trainlng in universe administeation is lengthy and thorgugh. its com-
pletion is reputed to take our entire ascension career and & includes avery
detail of personal, soclal, matesial, (morontial), and spiritual living,

“Be you perfect in your tphere even as | am perfect, * says the Father, and
he proceeds to put us through this experiential, on the job training. He
prevides our wniverse of space-time which yields up planets for our hab-
itation, He fumnishes us with mortal badies and indwells cur minds with
his divine moniter of potential unbon. He gives us, who are but a steg out
of our animal arigin, free will; a real chance to mess things up (ke the kid
who comes into the kindergarten class and breaks everybody's project).
Here an planet Earth we begin to make relationships with the other “kids
i the class;” redationships that will be perfected in eternity butwhich must
begin in this humble estate,

The gift of free will choice provides the dynamic. Every moment of our
lives demands decision and the very first arena of administrathe training
i In the administration of cur own self-consciousness; the focus of our
awareness, the conceptions of our minds, the reactions of our emotions,
the building of our sell-image...the ego,

We are Laught that the purpase of all universe education is to leam to re-
late to larger and larger reality. And so it is that we must initialfy relate 1o
cursebves, then to anather, then to cthers, Once the first choices are made
we enter into relationships which call forth layaky, devation, even dedi-
cation. Patience and forbearance become our strengths, Thus we stepimo
His reality which is awesome and wondedul. Once we care about same-
thing or someone other than curselves, we are in the business of the ad-
minlstration of the power of God,

This is what Is golng an here in our bves an this earth at this moment and
at each and every moment. We are in a dynamic process of ereation in
which each of us individually and all of us tegesher are engaged in the
creation of a perdect universe of perfected beings,

Free will is our creative Boense, We have access to his Povwer [we are of
his pevever, and are encircuied in his powerl. Cur job consists of bearning
the nature of this pawer and declding how to use it.

Since God knows our every need and we are Laught that the spiritualized
human declares, “Mot my will but your’s be dane,” one might ask, “Why
not lot him make the declslans. .. let him solve the problems?™ This kind of
passive, one-sided relationship, however, does net Build an active part-
nership with God. It leaves us out of the Business of creation Eropethar
as though we were some kind of celestial basket case, (Soe parable of the
pounds, on page 1676}

The fatherhood of Gad and and the brotherhoed of man comprise a famify
In which relatiorships of parent ta child, child ta parent, and sibling to sib-
ling are In dynamic and progressive growth in perfection. We have per-
foct parents, The growth process i a long step by step attainment of
splritual reality. In this nursery program called life on earth we are given
reality playthings and educational materials that are breakable. This Ee In
martal flesh is owr Introdudtion a: members of the family of Gad,

We are in constant need of foad, shelter, e1c, W are always seeking some
comfort or gratification. We carry in aur biological mechanism bath ani-

| believe that human culiure in this world is destined to be rescued and
uplifted by the sublime concept of the Thought Adjuster, This was hinted
at by a Melehizedek of Nebadon, whe stated that the *Theught Adjuster
B the cosmic window through which the finite creature may faith-glimpsa
the certainties and divinides of limitless Deity; the Universal Father.”
(1129:1)

Indeed, the story of the Mystery Monltors is one of the greatest reasures
given in The LIRANTIA Book. This revelation presers new possibilities for
human spiritual growth, It helps us totrace a direct line from time 1o space
to etemity and infinity. Awarenoss of the Thought Adjusters wil give
people a dramatically new idea about how much Ged is interested in us
and In providing for our [t welfane,

| expect that knowledge of the Mystery Monitors will evieritially revitalize
organized refigion (along with personal religlous experience). It will ghe
nesw and enduring substance Lo the great ideal of the brathershaad of man.
The fact that all human bisings with narmal minds have inchweding «pirit
fragments offers new insight about equality and faimess in the unfverse
This gilt from GCod to the human race demonsrates that he has no
taverites.. we are all equally cherished by our beloved Father. [t alsa $p-
gests, regardless of worldly condilan or status, we all have the same
chanee te ascend In the universe,

Withaut diminishing in the least the majestic infinity and etemity of God
the Father, Thought Adjusters esablish a finkage between aur minds and
the mind of God. What the werd needs to know, and organized raligion
needs to teach, & that a living spirit of God resides Eerally in aur higher
ménd for the purpose of providing guidance with a definite potential to
form an everfasting parnership. This is the good news cancerning the
providence of God.

Knowledge of the Thought Adjusters should have a bravening effect on
our thealogy, philosephy, and, saaner or later, an our social narms, it may
be at first a rude shock for people to fully realize that even their enamies
are inchwek by God's priceless gift. | would irmagine that the value placed
by one human mortal toward ancther will rise proportianally as the ac.
ceptance spreads fram individual o indhvidual, from cubure to cultura, of
a new and greater version of Cod's relationship to his chifdren,

W have much to be greatful for. Let us rejoice in the knowledge that the
Iiving Ged has bestowed upon ws an abschutely perfoct spirt. God trusts
and kaves us. He freely gives us a part of his grace and power. Let us hoid
of to aur faith and appreciate his love, Consider the statement of a Sol-
tary fessenger of Orvomton: *As far as | am eamversant with the affairs of
a universe, | regard the love of a Thought Adjuster as the mest truly divine
affection in all creation,” {1203-7)

—Charles Lawence Olivea, Watertown, Conmecticut

—

mal instincts and the apparatus fior the reception of spiritual truth, The
short-sighted view of e on earth iz Smply an obsession with material phe-
momena and material things. The transcendant view of life an earth rele.
gates material things to the sealfolding of the spiritual realties that we are
attaining in partnesship with our divine parents and in our momal fellow-

Sew Power of God ot Page &
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A SHORT HISTORY OF URANTIA
SOCIETY OF GREATER NEW YORK

By the time the Urantla Saciety of Greater Maw Yark Became chamered
there were twentythree membsers. That Means bwventy-three indiiduals
who each had their own particular read in living with The LIRANTIA Boak,

e who was not pant of these twenty-three bt who was presert in spirit
s Mark Sztejnberg. He graduated to the mansion weorlds in 1982, Cam-
Mg Irom Moscow to the Uinited States in the late 19605, Mark met the
beok during a party where a friend showed it to him. If ever angels were
active |Uwas hare, Mark subzequently bought the baok and read it in its
entirety in three manths. Over the years he faund a feceptive base farthe
book in his newly wad wifo, Dale, hi cousin, Lily Drogim, and Lila's
husband, Avi Daogim,

By the year 1976 this band of four had already contacted the Connecticut
saciety as well a8 Steve Dreior who had his reguiar study group in Mew
Jersey. In that year a foundation was made to form stable Queens'Bronk-
lyn study group, A firm commitrment was made when the faur joined the
Connedtiout Socicty Because of this membership and thanks o the posi-
tion of Steve Dreier who formed, 2= jt were, a Balson between Chicago
and the scattered readers in the Mew York metropalitan area, it snon be-
came apparent that readers could be contacted anywhere fram Mew Jar-
sey o Long lland,

The situatian by the late 19708 was that there exssted quite a few study
Eroups in the area not all of them of the same stabilay as the
LaueenyBrooklyn group. Some of the readars were adively wohed In
the Ceanecticut seClety, most of them ware not, Thare even Wi a valis
ant readar like Rick Brinkman, who without eantact with any others, was
very active sltracting new readers and forming his cam study group. Rick
had gotten the book in 1971 and aver 2 periad of nine vears, completely
by his own elforts and means, he was able to introduce the bosk and
make a dilference in the lives of fany peaple. By the year 1980, whan
he did get in touch with fellow readers, he brought with hm valuable cx-
periencas in spreading the news,

Meanwhide, Manhattan, Bronx, and Long Island were rot withaut their
share of activity. Here, again, It was Steve Drefer who brought readers of
the LIEANTIA Book in touch with each other. The Impartance of the pre-
sence of the Connecticut Society at that time cannat be underestimated,
yet the distance Began to be a factor,

The first stirrings of a desire to form a Mew York Society must have dated
fram the mid-eighties, Manhattan, thar had its share of successful and un.
suecessiLil study groups, made a giant step forward when Robin Jorgen:
0 in late 1983 made a momentous decisian o make his apartment

wollld ba read from cover to cover, This group, still existing, thriving, and
by faz, in numbers, the biggest study group in the area, began soon to form
the: backbone, together with the Queens/Broaklyn Ereup, of what was
500 to become LISGNY,

Late 1986 gave clear indications that 3 Mew York Soclety was desirable.
“Lompared to other areas,” remarks Bart Ice, now president of LISGNY
and reflecting on the presant sttuatlon, “we have a small number of study
groups but a strong core of dedicated, fonglime readers.” On January 10,
1987, a formal meeeting was held 2t Robins apatment to assei 3 show
of interest and to get the ball ralling. The general feelings of wanting to
form a New: York Society were prabably not different from thase of other
societies; the soclety would be able to facifitate commimication hetaween

See LEGNY History in Right Cofirmn

URANTIA BROTHERHOOD 1990
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

I the summer of 4 a0, amidst the grandeier of the Rocky Mountains, The
international conlerence of the LURANTIA Brotherhiood will take place.
Materials will be available within the nexe fear. However, mark your cal-
endars now, July 21 - Iedy 26, and begin making your plans to attend thi
coffErence ot Snow Mauntain Ranch, YMCA af the Reckies, to share and
experience the selectod theme of “Walking With Gad.”

N.Y. METRO AREA STUDY GROUPS

BROOKEYMOQUELNS
Mondays, 8:30—10:00 B Varied location
Contact: Lila and Avi Dogim, (7168} 251.9403

MAMHATTAR
Torasdays, F:30—10:00 PR, 47 Croshy Sreet, NY.C,
Contact: Falens DougiasRohin forgensan, (212 226-6349

SELDMOM, LONG ISLAMD
Weeekly: Varied time and location
Contact foln and Toby Specd, (516 7364547

STATEM I5LAND
Thisrsdays, B:10—10-30 PA. {Call first); 36 Morthopor Lane, 5.
Contact; Rhanda Shapiro, (718 &88-7071

HEMPSTEAD, LOMNG ISLAMD
st and Ard 'r'-."r.dnesd.q.-s, () Bt —dinner; Yarad location
Corftact; Betty Towner, (516 FAL-HdT

—

LISGNY Histary fram Left Column

the sevaral study proups, itwould EVE mare potential to individuwal mam-
Bers ta do something they cauld not do otherwise, and the soclaty wewld
be abale to participate in 2 world-wice natwerk by its contacts with LIRAN-
TI4 Brotherhood in Chicago. The considaration that a Mew York Society
wanld be able to send delegates to the Triennia| Delegate Assembly in
1988 fermed ane of the tlesser) reasans to formalize the lounding afwhat
was 1o become LISGHY,

Whareas this first meeting was only attended by tan people, a secand
reoting on March 1, 1947, browght abaut eighteen peaplo begether with
the awareness that quite a few others wern willing to participate, From
that meeting on, the inevitable and sometimes tedious process came Inta
being.A constingian, working committess, and the electinn of olflcers
were pad inte place. Close to ten meetings were held before the day o
birth when the Urantia =ociety of Creater New York became affizially
chartered on April 17, 1988, Bart loe from Manhattan becarme president,
Drale Sztejnberg from Quesnssecretary, and John *peed from Long Is-
land, treasuer, thereby creating a harmonious geagraphical sharing of re-
spansibileies, Durlng the process of ferming LISGNY it became NECH5ary
for some Connecticut members to jump overto the new society. The Maw
York Socioty can, indeed, foel 2 sonse of gratitude towards the Cannes-
ticuit Society whe helped with their expertise and who made it passible
that a smeath transition was effected,

Sl in s infant stage, it remains to he seen how LISGHY will devefop and
Brow. Says Badt Ice, *We have to do right what we do at presens, \When
we're ready for something elie, the angels will previde the opportuni.”

—Custaal Groefsema, Long Island City, Mew Yark
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ship. In this dynamic process of living and growing in partnership with Cod
and in spiritual unity with our fellow mortals every event, every elfor is a
valuable growth experience. Each of us gains with the gains of our brothers
and slsters. The unlimited power of the love of God is everywhere avail-
able. It awaits eur readiness to emiploy it in creation, and we always gat
as much of it as we can handle.

I the: actual dynamics of everyday living we waork in partnership with the
Father by serving his divine will and cosmic purpose. These unendingly
relate to the ultimate well being of all of his children. Thus i our station
in life cosmic duty; our dedication is layalty to the Father, and our destiny
is service in divine parfection,

And now the station of cur cosmic duty s this backward and confused
woorld of ignorance and spartual blindness. We are indeed challenged and
blessed with a great task,

Let us, administrators of the power of God, in each and evary moment of
ouf lives bring his light and his love te bear on every situatian in which we
find ourselies. Let us not leave out any dark comer of aur lives or con-
cem of our world, Let us take example fram the life of our elder brother,
Jesus of Mazareth. As we pass by we can bring living truth, living good-
ness, and living beauty into actuality in the brotherhood and sisterhood of
life on earth.
—Manin Greenhut, Great Barrington, Massachusetts

Impressiens fram Page 1

that people anticipate long i advance, looking fersard to its scheduled
time ta be a participant in its spiritual consciousness boost. Stay with the
theme of how the URANTIA revelation can augment the organized re-
ligions of the world and continue to exemplify it through participating with
lmeal churches.

Cive us the personal expenence of being with our brothers and sisters and
with Jesus, and help us experience how we can inspire each other and
can receive Inspiration through remembrance of Jasus' life. Set us in-
wolved in inspérational dance and song and play. How can we help but go
away and spread more love through our daily lives after such an wplifting
and fulfilling experience? |, for one, would like to see you stay with this
theme and busld upan those events which were mast successful in ex-
emplifying *...the restatemnent of the religlon of Jesus mist develop a new
and appropriate symbolism.” (966}, Your conference did that for me this
time and now 1 want more.
—Larry Watkins, Charleitesville, Virginia

Remterpreling the Molidays from Page 5

terms. The founder of a successful commune in the United States, The
Farm, whao is known anly as Steven, sums it up, “Life & God having one
long conversation with himsedf,*

—Alison B, Gardner, Sherborm, Massachusedts

MASSACHUSETTS BAY GROUP CALENDAR

Meets Sunday afternoon, at siv-week intervals, in Morth Harwich (H) or
Sherborn (5). Lat meeting this year is December 11 {5). Dates for 19849
are—|amuary 22 {H), March 12 (5, April 9 {H), Say 20 (a8 USCC annual
meeting), fuby 16 65), August 27 (5, October 15 (H), and December 3 (5),

A one-day mini-conference will be held on a Spring Saturday {to be an-
nounced), Forinformation on meetings call Jack Schmedes and Sandy Ro-
pers at (506) 432-4950 In Morth Harsach or Dan Maszey and Allsan
Cardner at (508] 553-BES in Sherbormn.

8

USCC CALENDAR

Fegular meetings of USCC in the Glen House, Farmington, Connecticut:
Movember 12, 1988
Jamuary 14, 1969
sarchld, 19R9
May 20, 1989 {annual hirsiness mecting

Febsuary 1, 1509 last date to submit articles for March edition of USCC
Blewsletter,

June 1011, 19869 Eegional conference, Simon's Reck of Bard College,
Great Bammington, Massachusatts

USGNY CALENDAR

December 4, 1988: Social gathering,

Jamuary 15, 1969: Peter Laurence; *The difference bebween LIRAMTIA
Brotherhood and organized religion. ”

tlarch 5, 1969 Sustaal Croelsema; "Oumeard view, LSSHY
relationship ta LIRANTIA Brotherhood and the warldwide
dtesment. ™ :

Apail 16, 1989: (Abbreviated program due to the annual Society
business meeting on this date) USGMYs relationship to its
members and to individuals and groaips in our local communiog.

June 4: |aques Tetrauk; “How UEANTIA groups function in the
Montreal area and how they have chosen to interact with the
URAMNTIA Bratherhood and the world-wide movement.”
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