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I'm sure that you al l  notice that I have not retained the two
column format for this issue of Cosmic Reflections. lhe two
column format requires a good deal more tirne to lay out, So
unless I  hear  a lo t  o f  comPla ints  about  th is  format ,  I ' I I
probably st ick with i t .

I 'm p leased that  I  was able to  inc lude a wel l  researched
ar t ic le  by Ken Glasz iou f rom Six-O-Six  newslet ter  on p late
tectonics. Ken has given himself the assignment of comParing
the cosmology and science of The URAIIrIA Book with that
existing during the tirne extending from the reception of
papers to the publishing of the book. Ken is a retired
scientist; his f ield was biochemistry.

I 've not published news before in this journal, but I do want
to let everyone know that there will be a society in Florida
next ye€rr. It has tenatively been named First Urantia Society
oi Florida. It 's about t ime that there was a society in the
southeast part of the countLY, don't you think? -

THE SECOND REMARIGBLE PREDICTION
by Ken Glasz iou

CONTINEMIAL DRIFT : fh-e*.lJRA.M..LA--B*o--sk states quite
categor ica l ly  that  a l l  land on ear th was or ig ina l ly  a  s ing le
cont inent  that  subsequent ly  broke up,  commencing 750 mi l l ion
yea rs  ago  (p .503 ) ,  f o l l owed  by  a  l ong  pe r iod  o f  con t i nen ta l
drif t ine during which land bridges were repeatedly formed
and broken.

The idea of continental dri f t  was mooted in the 19th centurY
and first put fonrard as a comprehensive theory bY Wegener
j .n  ] -gLz.  I t  was not  wel l  accepted,  be ing c lass i f ied wi th
gee-whiz science, and becoming more and more discredited
unt i ]  the 1960's .  I  can s t i l l  remember at tendj .ng a geology

lecture at Sydney Universi-ty in 1951 when the lecturer
dismissed the concept of continental dri f t  with the comment
that there $rere no known forces that could wrench continents
apart. The change in attitude was initiated by the discovery

(Cont inued on Page 2)
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of long mountain ranges on the ocean f loors, such as the
Mid-Atlantic Rj.dge that stretches from Iceland to Antart iea.
Dur ing the 1960ts,  carefu l  examinat ion of  the ocean f loor
revealed that the rock from the Earth's mantle is being
melted, then forced upwards result ing in sea f loor
spreading. This upwell ing would be expected to push the
continents apart, and thus provided the missing evidence for
a physical mechanism that could bring about contj-nental
drif t .  However, i t  was not cal led continental dri f t ,  and
instead was given the more scientific name of plate
tectonics.

The URAMTIA Papers that mentj-on continental drift \,tere
presented in 193t1, and published in The URAMTIA Book in
1955.  In  the 1950's ,  cont . inenta l -  dr i f t  theory was widely
ridiculed. The writers of The URAI{IIA Papers could not have
been unaware of the very tenuous nature of the theory of
continental drift, and unless they had access to Pre-
exist ing knowledge, would appear to be doing a foolish thine
in going against virtual ly al l  established scientif ic
opin ion.

TMis at variance with many published
estj-mates of geological tjrne, for instance for the
Carbonifierous and Devonian periods where the discrepancy
may be about  100,000,000 years.  In  some areas there is  good
agreement, for example The URANITA Book p. 683 talks of the
disappearance of the land bridges between the Americas and
Europe and Africa in the era between 160 and 170 mil l ion
years dgo, and an art icle in Scientif ic American, June t979
places this break at 165 mil l ion years. However, l-and
bridges connected these contj-nents again at later times via
Greenland, Iceland and the Bering Straits, and also
connected South America to Australia via Antartica, and
d i r e c t l y  t o  A f r i c a  ( U . 8 .  p . 5 9 4 , 5 9 5 , 6 9 8 ,  a n d  S c i e n t i f i c
Amer i can ,  January  1983 ,  p .  50 )

A most remarkable aspect of Ihe-URAMjA--Besk accounts is the
statement that the breakup of the supexcontinent commenced
750  m i l l i on  yea rs  ago .  Wegener  p laced  i t  a t  200  m i l l i on
yea rs  ago .  The  1984  ed i t i on  o f  Encyc loped ia  B r t i t t an i ca ' s
Science and Technology presented what purported to be an up
to date series of maps depict ing the progress of continental
drif t  from about 50 to about 200 mil l i -on years ago which is
at variance wj-th a similar portrayal in Scientif ic American
( 1 9 8 4 ,  2 5 0 : 4 1 )  b y  a b o u t  1 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  y e a r s  i n  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e
progress ion.  However ,  both vers ions s t i l l  p laced the
commencement of continental dri f t  in the vicinity of 200 to
250 mi l l ion years ago.  A } i t t le  ear l ier ,  in  Richard Leaksy 's
book Ih-e_-Uakine*-p--f-Mankin-d published in 1981 P.32 we read
'rTwo hundred mil l ion years dgo, al l  of the continents were
in contact, forming a single super continent known as
' rPangea".  However ,  somewhere about  1980 some geologis ts  were
having dif f  erent thoughts. In John Gribben' s book Ge-r-reg-is ,
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publishe'd i-n t982 we read that there was a pre-exist ing

tontinent Pangea I, roughly 500 mil] ion years ago that broke

up into four new continents by about &50 mil l ion years ago'

"t th. end of the Ordovician. Then about 200 mil l ion years

dgo, the continents converged to form Pangea fI,  which

eii"Xty broke, f irst into Laurasia and Gondwanaland, then

furthei breakup occuged giving an appearance much like the
present world at the end of the Cretaceous. In an art icle in
S c i e n t i f i c  A m e r i c a n  ( 1 - 9 8 4 ) ,  2 5 0 ( ? ) , P ' 4 1  i t  i s  s t a t e d  t h a t
major pre-exist ing continents broke up in late Ripherian
t j .mes te tween 700 and 900 mi l l ion years EBo,  and in  a l9B7
ar t ic le  (sc.  Am. Apr i l  255,84)  the breakup of  Pangea I  is
placed somewhere near the beginning of the Pre-Cambrian, in
the order  of  500 mi l l ion years ago.

so, 30 years after publicatj.on of Th"e IJB4NI..IA-Bp*o*., not only
has a discredited theory become accePted by virtual ly alI
geologists, but even the date of commencement of breakup of
ifre super continent that for many' many years was assumed to

have star ted only  200 mi l l ion years ago,  has,  by v i r tue of
new inf ormatj-on coming i.o hand only in the 1980's now been
pushed back beyond the pre-Canrbrian era' and close to the
?SO *it t ion years ago as stated i1 the URANTIA Papers in
1 9 3 4 .

It is quite imPossible to calculate the odds against being
right about such a matter 50 or even 30 years ago. Perhaps
one chance in a mil l ion would be an underestimate. But
considering both the predict ions regarding neutrinos, the W
particle, the undiscovered strong force, and neutron stars
together with this remarkable statement on both the time and
commeneement of continental drift and the factuality of its
existence, i t  is exceedingly diff icult to make any other
conclusion but than that the authors had access to pre-

ex is t ing knowledge,  at  least  in  resPect  to  these subjects .  "

Takine into account everything that had been written about
them by 1934,  oT even 1955,  there is  v i r tua l ly  no chance of
guessing correctly the predictions found in the IjRAICIIA
Papers. This conclusion holds no matter how much error may
be thought to exist in respect to other statements of a
scientif ic nature to be found in the book.

This article was reprj-nted by permission from the Ju]y,/Aug
issue of  S i -x-O--Six  newslet ter -

sEASoe{S EKEE'.IIAGS
I\4AY THE JOY OF THE SEASON FIND LODGEMENT IN YOUR HEART

3 .



A THIRD OPINION
bY Richard Bain

There was that tirne in childhood when everything seemed in its

place. This r-=-"upecial-1y i ; ;  of the variet ies of human beings '

There were "*,"" to- describe al l  of those people who were not part

of your group. You remember-the epithets: there were wops' hunkeys'

sp ics,  k ikes ,  
-  
r , . iggt"s  and of  course gueers and f  a i r ies '  How easi ly

they sl id off ihE-toneue! How conveniently and neatly we could put

everlzone in their } i t l le boxes and know just what they were l ike'

Just read the ]abel on the b;; and the descriPtion: 1""y, stuPid'

p ig-headed,  greedy,  e te.  N;  thought  requi red.  None desi red.

of al l  of the minority groups, perhaps the homosexual has been most

v i l i f ied.  mef f  were "otu idered u i thur  mora l  degenerates or  p i t iab le

psychotics. fn ttre earl ier pi"t of this centurY, many homosexual

persons undenrent extensive psychotherapy while trying to become
,,nomal,,.  These attempts t"t"-nearly al l  fai lures' Fortunately'

the American psvchological Society his changed its stand on this

issue;  homosexual i ty  i -s  no longer  considered a psychologica l

aberraLion. But the batt le is utir l  being waged- on the social

f ront .  The homosexua]  person 'who comes out  o f  the c loset  canr t

serve in the Armed Forces' Dedicated' '  intel l igent people are being

di-smissed as ieachers i f  their homosexuali ty is revealed'

There are some who feel that homosexuality is simply a choice that

;.Jl;ir;I:..1"'ii.i"-*-y be true ror some, l"l.::":?iill^l:: i1,1-:
5lt|iir"il"iroi"i; ;;"iir-i" tir. rorrured tife of someone like

-  - - - - :  ^ :
;:'i]'if;;Ii.vi- Hr alr,orrla t is sexual f eelinss; he. gYPn married to

- L : 1 : + - -  A ^ - - - / l a A

i l; ' i:";lt l 'r,t" rife fit into the mord of rEspectabilitv demanded
- 1  ^ o - o a n  h >

;7d: 
'J$;"t;-oiti i" ' iJ"]'rr'" 

idea that the homosexual person had
- :  ^ + ^ A  i n  n r t r

to be forced into roles acceptable to society has Persisted in our

culture unti l  the last few decades'

Recent research has shown that male and female brains show

signif icant dif f  erences in 
-=ir ' .cture. 

This d' i f  f  erence appears to be

caused bv horm;;;-Ievels a', t t i" i-" cri t ical phase of development in

the womb and later after birth. Some "u=""tth"t= feel that abnormal

hormone levels during early development are factors in the

appearance of the homosexual traits'

I t  is worth noting that homosexuali ty is not condemned by al l

cultures. western cu1tur", uv-or-y of chrisitanity, has inherited

the strong bias of Judais^ i iai. , l t  ho^o"exuali ty'  I t  was natural

for the Jews to rai l  againsi- ihr". people; they were surrounded bv

hosti le people and they would naturl l Iy condemn anything that

retarded trre expansion- of their PoPulation. concurrently, the

Greeks were total ly tolerant of homosexuali ty.

It  is interesting that prejudice against the homosexual came

primari ly from cf,r ist ianitv, y€t Jesus did not condemn these

people. The authors of Th3'Un-e,nffA Book seem to have careful lv

avoided the subiect .  This  is  one of  severa l  subjects-such as

abortion-about which the book is mute. why? I feel that the

authors did not mention this group of people in our world

populatj-on because they did not want to inf luence our opinions one
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way or another. They apParently wanted us to work through our

feelings and biases on our o*rr. A statement eit jrer for or against

the homosexual could be used Ly =o*u other glcouP as a point on

which to condemn the book and the movement. PerhaPs Jesus

refrained from comment o" l i i i=-=uu:..t  for reasons similar to those

of the authors.

A n o t h e r q u e s t i o n o c c u r r e d t o m e a S l p r e P a r e d t h i s a r t i c } e : l r l h a t i s
the purpose oF-rro*o=exuali iv, o! does it  have one? This variant

seems to o""tt in about LO% of the poPulation' Is this just an

accident? could i t  be " r"p"r"ussion Lr our being a decimal planet'

i .  e. ,  was j-t  an inevitable consequence of the experi.mental l i f  e

plasm that the Life carriers implanted here? was it  perhaps a

planned conseguence? It would te most j-nteresting to be able to

interview a l, i fe Carrj-er on this issue. In any case, i t  seems

Iikely that $; Life Carriers wouJd have been aware that this

variant would--app""t. APParently they were not concerned with this

consequence '  and may even tt-t t t  viewed- i t  as benef icial '  They

certainly have insights and understanding in these areas that

greatly transcend ours. But there are some even more interesting

p o s s i b i l i t i e s .

It  is possible, although we are not so informed in the book' that

the homosexuar variant appears among mortals on aII planets' rf  so'

then such appearance may be in accoidance with the plans of God the

supreme. I feel, and The uRANTIA Book seems to indicate' that many

things that appear to be "t"iaents only apPear that way because of

our r imited understanding. Nevertheress, p-erhaps wg can f ind

purpose if we try. l am not part of the gay comrnurlity, and so

cannot speak for their point of view. However, someone who is a

P a r t o f t h a t c o m m u n i t y p o i n t e d o u t t o m e t h a t h o m o s e x u a l s
constitute a disproport ionately large part of the arts community' I

certainly cannot deny the eenius ala- oltstanding contributions of

such people -" l , .or,- iao O"i i t . i ,  Iv1ichaelangeIo, and-Tchaikovsky'

but i t  seems-io-^" that there must be even more profound reasons

for the homosexual variant '

I  speculate that one of the reasons for the aPPearance of the

homosexual trait in mortai i  i"  to Provide a unique perspective that

is not present in either mortal m-1t or female' Tbe book mentions

that men and women often i i t i"x-e"itu differently about l i fe due to

their inherent differences. Their views, when put together' form a

new insight transcending Lhe understanding of one acting alone'

But perhaps there -"" .ritrr-Uft views from other perspectives that

are different from either the male or female or the combination of

the two. p.rrrapu-t i-t""" views are necessary to the healthy

development of a culture.- ini" might be the role of the homosexual

morta ls  in  our  wor1d.  Yes,  th is  i ;  iu l t  speculat ion,  but  wouldn ' t

i t  be great  to  f ind out  that  th is  rea l ly  is  so?

Each of us has our unigue contribution to make to the evolution of

the Supreme- We "-r, * ik" our contribution not in spite of our

Ai f fercn.es but  ra ther  because of  them. Maybe i t  is  t ime for  our
u . |

culture to throw away our l i t t le boxes with their labels and

together cel-ebrate our uniqueness '
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BODY MIND AND SPIRIT, Part I I I
Personali tY

The authors of The IIRAIfi|IA Boo-k inform us that they would

not presume to define Personality. ltfhile they are unable to
te}} us what personali ty is, they do tel l  us what i t  does.
there is little agreement among our psychologists and
philosophers as to what personali ty is or how it functions.
ih"=" have been many theories of personality, from Gordon
Allport 's trait theory that resembles the concept of
p.rs"n-f i ty in The URANTIA Book to B.F. Skinner's behavioral
th.o=ff thal makes man seem Iittte more than an intelligent
mechanism.

It is unfortunate that there is no other word for what the
book calls personali ty. In our language, ' tpersonali tyrr has

several meanings. In one sense, Personali ty is a group of
characteristici that can change or evolve; so $re speak of
personali ty development. In a second sense' someone is
lpoken of is "having a great 'dea} of personalitY'r, connoting
the measure of intensity or guantity. In a third sense'
personality is an unchanging guality that makes us
iecognj-zab1e despite changes in our character. It is this
last meaning that The IJRA.Ii'IIA Book uses to define the
function of Personality. It must be noted however, that the
authors themselves used the term in one of the other senses
in some papers

Personality, according to The URAlil1TJA Book, is a gift of God

lhe Father-that is bestowed upon all personal beings and is

linked to the Father by a personality circuit that extends
both within the tirne space real-m and outside of it.
Personali ty, as characterized by the book, is akin to
pattern. ft is not an entity; it seems not to have an
Lxistence separate from the creature, Yet i t  gives each wil l
creature a unique identitiy. one of the definitions in
!{ebster's New Colleeiate Dictionary seems to have captured
th i s  essence  o f  Pe rsona l i t y :  

' r - . . t he  comp lex  o f
character is t ics  t t ta t  d is t inguishes an ind iv iduaL. . . "  I  l ike
to characterLze personali ty as the chocolate in a chocolate
bar ;  i ts  f lavor  wi l l  never  be mistaken for  vani l la  or
strawberry.

But there are other characteristics of personality that are

important. I t  is the source of the human wil l .  Here is one
of the mysteries of human existence: The Creator gives the

created being a free will which allows the creature to
choose or reject the Father's love and guidance. Into our
hands has been placed a gift  as profound as the Thought
Ad.juster. Into our hands is given the responsibi l i ty for our
own eternal survivial or extinction. Can our spir i tual l i fe
ever seem tr ivial when seen from this perspective?
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Personali tY
us identitY;
The various
personall ty
ourselves as
wou ld  be  j us t

has another funct.ion just as i-rnPortant as grving
this function is integratj-on or unif ication.

aspects of us are integrated and coordinated by
so that we function as a unit and perceive

a uni-ty, a single me. Without this function, w€
a col lect ion of  par ts ,  and not  a  uni f ied

our soul and our mind were constantlY
each other ;  wouldn ' t  that  be d is t ress ing?

for this lntegrating function of Personali ty;
irnagine what it would be like without it.

There is a question that comes to mind that is not
addressed, as far as f know, by The URAIWIA Book. That
guestion is: What is the relationship between heredity and

fersonali ty? l fhich of the characterist ics we manifest are
due to heredity and which to Personality' or are our
characterist ics a blend of the effects of inherited
tendencies and Personali ty? I susPect the latter must be the

case. It  seems that we Can see in chi ldren cettain asPects
or tendencies of the parents yet the child has areas where
he or she is guite uniqtre. Since the Personali ty is
apparently no€ affected by the lnherited tendencieq,_ the
eiiects of inheritance must be due to the inherited brain
chemisfiry and stl:Lrcture. Perhaps this acts aE an overlay or

mask that shapes the exPlession of Personali ty. !{hi le
personality is unchangeable, it must express through the

human brain.

be ing .  SuPPose
tripping over
Thani< goodness
we can hardly

This completes the three Part
series on the Parts of a mortal.
Figure 1 is an attemPt to
graphically PortraY al l  of
the parts and their relat'ionshiP
to each other. UnfortunatelY,
it  is l imited ( as are al l
material means ) in i ts abil i tY
to descr ibe real i t ies that  so
far transcend the material
world. A human being is a marvel
that  for  the d iscern ing Person
reveals  the t ranscendent
creativity of the creator. As
jrnpresslve as a mortal is, even
th is  v is ion pales beside the
per fected nature of  a  F inal i ter .
And isn't i t  amazing that the
salne personali ty that serves us
in this material mortal form has
the potentia] to eventuallY
func t , i on  a t  even  abso lu te  Ieve l s?
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A STAR IN THE WEST

As I write this, Christmas is approaching with the speed of
l ight .  Of  course,  i f  you happen to be 5 or  5  years o1d,  i t
may seem to be coming at  a  snai l 's  pace.  The season near ly
overwhelms us with i ts wealth of symbols, secular and
re l ig ious.  One of  these symbols is  the s tar  in  the east  that
the three wise men purPortedly fol lowed to the stable where
the in fant  Jesus lay.

The URANTIA movement may gradually evolve new symbols of
re l ig ious express ion appropr ia te to  our  concePts and bel ie fs ,
but since Christ ian symbols are such a strong part of our
western heritage, we wil l  no doubt f ind ways to re-interpret
Christ ian symbols to make them acceptable to us. I  would l ike
to suggest, for instance, that The URAM|IA Book could be
cal led the s tar  r is ing in  the west .  I t  w i l l  lead wise men and
women to a new v is ion of  the l i fe  and teachings of  Jesus,
unfet tered by 1900 years of  dogma and undi lu ted by mankind 's
evo lved  re l i g ions .

Quotat j -ons used in  th is  journal ,  un less otherwise ind icated,
are from The IIRANTIA Book, copyright L955 by URANTIA
Foundat ion,  a l l  r ights  reserved,  and are used by permiss ion.
Interpretations and opinions expressed herein are those of
the authors and do not necessari ly rePresent those of URANTIA
Foundat ion.

Cosmic Ref lect ions is  a  nonprof i t
a  year .  Unless otherwise noted,
Bain,  who is  a lso edi tor  o f  th is
appropriate to the nature of this

newsletter published twice
art icles are by Richard
journal .  Shor t  ar t ic les

journal  are welcomed.
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