o0 W. Salvington FPlans
Whasrling, Illineisx ACOQ0

Dear Yoradith,
T prmedivad Tropets kind note af Juna 13, but Tor
pr-indnd me whap We returned Ffrom Paria that he had made
plans wish ™ickew and Ouwen Uarriea tno o out for the
eveniny of faturday, Sndy s Sincetwron anethuay Ehe 1 Ath,
:ould you ~ome out Eo our house early Sunday marninge at
9:97 far broak©ast? It taltes AUl minutes via Diveraer-
Tdena=Thindee Td, (Route &8) at that Eime of day. It 1=
about 20 milea fram R3%, From opur 9lace you could then po
arcund the slty wipg 29, °to go haome Sanday athieTnosm.

Yow, getting to the other peason for wpitine; T hed
Atsncuszed vyour plannad nprolect with the Fraternal Bolet!ons
vprmittes at our May meeting so that they would at lenat
rnow, in geaeral terma what you weps thinhinz af Asing aftar
patipament n= prealdent. I mentioned that the orajraot hed
harn the main tonic o® canverantion in amall nrivate dfe-
‘pyanisne while in California. T hed aassured evervone that,
“HnamAd an my talls with you, I felt there was na ~Auz= far
mensern,

T want to tho Yidueat Confsrence, in part, hepine %o
A{s~uss with yeu further the "Chriatian Fellowship nof Students
af The THAMPTIA Book™. The committes thought this mizht be
B rocd i~ in viaw of the widespresd fntapest, Fortunatelr,
T was able teo talk to Mal, the Slaffears, marijsris, the
Senlundts and prt A more detallsd pickture than any a™ the
bandnuartera necple seemed %o have, I 2elisve, I hove
renorted to the mamhera of the FPraternal Relstinna Lommittes
and to seme of the present end future memhers of the Trenus
tive Committee, : '

I have re-=rTead the aspesch outline several timea, the
notes Lynne sand I tonk on wour apeesch, and I have studfed
weur 1=fold brochura, I beliave wour plen has scme potentiaels
for repercusslons on The URANTTH Basle and the moversont In
the nrar and Aistpnt future, Fropuase of that T pm atrongly
ureine that ¥ou subrit wour full plan teo the Trecutive
Fawri*ttre and thelensral Counnil for s thorough evaluation.

T'» sure you must replire that you sren't just the
sra~r Froftherhomt! =emher. Aa g Generpl Cowuncilor, s URAMNTIA
“raipty lesder, o Pormer field representativa, and former
; y b, wour opiniona will rarry erast weirht,
fMthers will hear what wou are deing and will he conatrainad
to da llkewlina,

------ rrantd nrEpaldar

"hm Fraternal RFlaticons Committme has heen engaring in
a nroprem of atudving, nresentine, and perhapa modifyine,
tha langatandine nnliciea af the Braotherhootd for the past
rounla af yeara, ‘Theas, of courae, are ideas that hava tno
Am with hew Tha ITBANTIA Fook, THANTIA Brotherhoaod, Foundation,




nd the individusl student might relate to world raligions,
Ther are never intended tn hecorme arvatallized roles of
introducing the book and tencepts to the many fattha of
mankind. T have tried then out on audirnces vwhenever the
amportunity arose. We will tontinue the atudy with g lavger
auctiencr of leaders at Lghe Poreat in Aurust, fa on Frorthere
hoad President (nast and present] I ahould imapine vou would
want to be roenizant of ourp on=poing atudy snd findings,

You and Dave have been sup "token" ministers -- o nnly
srurse o infarnetion roncerning the oreanised rhirehes o
manv ¥eara, I heaitonte tn rely axclusively unen +he fud e
rent of snly ene ar two nersons. We need g brosder haee
Tor advins an auch AN imoortant matter as hnw the MThristinn
“hur~hes man hremt he nrefented with thia reartpterent af
Lhe 1ife and teachines ol Jesun,

Tour concapt pmay b ripht, but vou estimate that thn
mafonrity of TRANTTA Pratherhood membepa will he arainat woup
nlnn: Dave does not seem to supnort 1t. Pither thew ara
*TONF , Or You are wrong, IT thay are wrone,and wvour plan
ia what 18 mast needes for the Christian religion and al]l
other religiona, then maybe wa need to esduppte the “maiority",
If, however, theps area elements in your plans that area fool-
hardy  then would it made sense to nronead without an onen
and franlt appraisal?

Xeen fn mind the porslbility thet what mizht bn ideal
Tor the Christian Church, could be deleterious ta othop
relinions, snd to the ultimate succena of the ravalation
on thia planet,

Thern probably 15 g best wew to uprrade vlanetary
relimions. We nend =5 investirate the wevs that will he
the most benaficinl to the FEfaLEeat oumber af neonle fap
the lonegeat nosaihle time., WYWe can't affapd +n rin' hlunde
eriny into sharteuts teo the evelutiornry Divine Plap, fesin,

You have been the pnostle af Froun wisdom, I'm aurs,
ton, vou have heard that 1t ia unity of nurnose towad
vhich *he Brotherheod must atrive, If wou strike out o1 sh
indivicfualiatie miasion to thra churches -- 5 profect thpt
ma¥ not have the blessinga and subport of the group == what .
kind of unity 45 thpt? !

i1l of the foragcing apre aome of the reasonn why T :
hone wou will submit Jour program for study. I am making
A separate liat of ideas pertainine te vour nlan which
have oceured to me and to oane or two other persons, FPera
hana this will demonatrate the value of groun thinlking,
T will pive them ta ¥eu when I see wou on July 1l most
likelwy,

. I hone vou both had g reatful vaemtion in Iraon River,
It must be s beautiful place,

i - 4

Beat tiyynth, i F S
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July 7, 1979

Mrs. Carolyn Kendall
1400 W. Salvington Flace
Whasling, IL 60090

Dear Caroclym:

Your letter of July Znd seeme to miss the real reason for organizing
the Christian Fellowship of Students of The URANTIA Book and wmy mission
to the Christian Chureh: a divine impearative.

For more than twenty vears I have had the deep comviction that this
was God's will for me, that the indwelling spirit has calldd me to
this task. I have tiled to doubt it, challenge it, and rigorously
test and analyze this inner calling. The authenticity of this inner
guldance has stood up under every test and challenge. 1If I am to be

honest and maintailn my spiritual integrity, this is the highest guidance
I hawa.

#ll other activities during the past twenty years have been secondary.
I have turned down epportunities and positions of power and influeoce
at headquarters because I must be faithful th this primary calling.
All pogpitions I have assumed in the Brotherhood hawve been taken as
secondary or emergency responsibllities. I have made this clear to
Christy and others for many years.

From a8 human point of view, I know all of the dangers of this mission
to the church. As a very "commomplace” individual, I would like to
avold these dangers and the lonely road which this responsibililicy may
bring upon ma. Dut the tasks which the Father selects for us ara
somatimes pot easy or popular. I shall strive to use the highest
wisdom 1 have in conducting this mkesion to the chureh but even Jasus
in all of his wésdom did not avold difficukties and opposition.

The divine purposes on this planet are much more important than the
Tha prophats pf all ages have had to act in Fu-p-ﬁ:;nit:l.un to ‘majority
opioion.” W is, also, are in this category. Only time can tell
whather I am following an authentic leading or a subcomacious 1llusion.
All that one can do is try to ba ruthlessly hbnest with oneself and
sincerely strive to detect and follow the highest spiritual guidance
avallable to ona.

Fundamentalists, both Christisn snd URANTIAN, strive to "control”
people — always in the interssts of truth, the person's own good, or
the good of the cause. You are free to have the Executive Committoe
and the General Conference "thoroughly evaluate” anything I am doing
or might do. My primary life work, howewver, 1z separate from the
brotherhood and their opinions are not germane to the basic decisions
I have made or will make in the future.
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ly activities in the Brotherhood will always be subject to group
guldance but my activities in the Kingdom of God, especially in my
sense of eallipng, I shall always strive to place under higher guidance.
Although I shall use Jesus as a model in his contacts with the power
structure of the institutional religioniats of his day, I actually do
not have a detalled plan on how I shall conduct my ministry to the
church. This will evolve with experience.

In the light of higher wisdom, there may be no conflict between the
guldance whiéch I have and the guidance of tha majority in tha power
atructura of the Brotherhood. It could be that I have been selected

to bring this "message of mercy' to the churches as an individual.

If the cliureh rejects it, the Brotherhood will be intact as a body

to carry on some form of religilous instituticnalism which will supplant
the church. Only time will tell. God uses many tppes of people and
ministries to work his purposes on plenets and in the universe.

Ihank yau for sharing your concern with me, I well understand the
basis for your apprehension and your desire to be constructive and
wise in developing Brotherhood polieies. Although I am marching to
the beat of a drum which you do not hear, I am confident that we
are both involved in a symphony which will one day bring spiritual
unity to our striffe torn planet.

Irene and I will be happy to accept your imvitation to Sunday brealifsst
on July 15. We will see you next Saturday.

Cordially,

o

Meredith I, Sprunger




