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and arranpement express the opinion amd viewpaint of the authors only,
itridd do not necessarily represent the opinions of URANTIA Brotherlsood
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PREFACE,

WHAT ARE THE 21 STEPS?

The 21 Steps are a living spiritual program based upon passages
i The DRANTIA Bool. This progra, if lisesl, will |||1||:r Yo Lo Krw Gl
with increasing depth and power.

The 2T Steps are divided into foor geoups:
I. Neceasary Attitudes
Steps 1 through 3 explain the underlying attitudes that
make spiritual prowth poesible.
I1. Entering the Kingdom
Steps 4 through 9 concern the processes of faith which
earry ug into the spiritnal kingdom.
IIL. Sustaining Growth
Steps 10 through 12 concern the practices which sustain
and confirm our spiritual commitment.
1. .I":J"Ijl.'l_}'i.l"l.!_'_ anil F,illu:ri:n.l_!| the Froits of SPirim:ul Growth
Steps 13 through 21 deseribe the inevitable resuls of
our expanding spiritual experience.

The 21 Steps should not be eonsidered a ereed; they are not
1|'Il'l.'l|l‘.l[.",1'1!:!E etatement. Rather, I:JIE:}" are a cormpilation of spirjluul truths
that luave emerped after years of $|1:|r[_'.-'ir|"=!_ The FRANTIA Boal.

HOW TO USE THIS PROGRAM PERSONALLY

Consider our efforts here as incomplete. There may be other passages
in The URANTIA Book which better illusteate the steps from your
perspective. There may also he additional steps that you have found
impariant. We urge you to add such personal steps to this boekler — the
more changes ol illusteations you wdid, the eloser thi=s booklet will
represent your own spiritual search.

The key is to live the program; we urge you to interact with the
principles described in this booklet. Each step represents a basic principle
of spiritual living, and it is the proweess of living, of fearlessly applying
eqch of these principles, that produces spiritual transformation, A careful
H'al.'“]:ll.', of all 21 atepa will Tive you an excellent ovendew, Some of these
stips, especially the first nine, represent principles that are prerequisite
tvandations te [I.I'il:u:;lh]i!!'l set Foeth therealter, Yon may find the best
approsach is to begin with step 1 and work on it until you have incorporated
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the spirit of this principle into your own spiritual attitude. and then move
om o the other steps in sequence and do likewize.

Space: has been provided after each step for your own references,
whether from The UDRANTIA Book, the Bible, or other writings. You
could begin a spiritual diary, and note down the experiences you have
hiud which hove made ench principle real. This will gradually ereate
i pereonal, living mosaic of spiritual truth that you will want 10 share
with others, and your additions will have become a powerlul testimomny
Lip yoar own unique, ereative, and expanding spiritaal experience,

HOW TO USE THIS PROGRAM IN A STUDY GROUP

If your study smonp wishes 1o study the 21 Steps, you might berin
by reading aloud in turm the selections listed. The moderator should
then stimulate persomal involvement by the group by asking thought-
provoking questions, such as

" Haz anyone had a personal experience related to followiny
this principle that he or she would care 1o share? Related to
the consequences of not fllowing it

*How does this selection support the principle =t forth in
the step? What is the urnderlying meaninge of this selection?
What is at telling ws?

- How important is this principle in a person’s life? What would
b the eonsequences of imoring it?

*How can we apply thiz principle in our daily live=? Whai
problems are involved in implementing it?

“Does thi= selection challenge us to change anything about
the: way wie normally live or react?

Iz God promising us anything here? Is e asking anything
of us?

*Does this selection give us any fresh, few or unexpecied
insights into human nature or the human condition? Abont
God and how he relates to us?

* Does this selection describe or illusteate amy differemnces e
tween the divine viewpoint and our own?

b *Are there Any ]“!ﬂﬂ'ﬁtiiu{ details in thi= ﬁg:hr\q:[inu which eitlier
contribute: to its significance or convey collateral teachings?

URANTIA Book readers almaost universally agree that the diseussion
itied interchange of a stwdy proup tremendously enhanee all aEpeets of
personal study and spiritual search. If you are not fortumnate enough to he

presently attending a study group...jein one or start one! You won’t
regret it If you would like information concerning existing study proups
inyour area, contact TRANTIA Brotherhood, 533 Diversey Parkway,
Chicam, IL, 60614, (313) 3270424, ; '

WHAT IS THE URANTIA BOOK?

A punoramic. description of God and his dealings with us, The
UHANTIA Book, taken a3 a whole, provides immeazurably greater insight
into these principles than can this or any other booklet. There is noe
substitute for reading the book itsell, In particular, the details of Jesus®
lifi impart a eumulative impact by showing us hew he met and mustered
the same trials of living we all confront,

The notation system for quotations refers 1o lines on papes of The
URANTIA Book, Simply connt every line down from the top of the frIge,
except fur the line containing the page number. For further specificity,
the first and last two words in each citation are gpiven in the “Other
Seleetions” sections.

This booklet will have future editions, and your ideas for its im-
provement with additional refiensnces, sehether or not from The DEANTIA
Hook, would be greatly appreciated. Also, o personal experierice i= always
mure powerful than a quatation, and therefore the authors hope 1
supplement this hooklet in the near future with an expanded version
containing a number of such perzonal stories that illustrate the spiritual
I:Ii'il'li"lp]ﬂs of the Bleps, If Yol have had |'_u:|l.|.'|rj':|'u| |||-.n=||:|t||'| EXPEFiences
related o ene or more of the hteps, anid ape wi“inﬁ to have them Ty
:|||1,|-I:IF|:|-' included inan |_=:'.'F|;||:1;|_:|1:r] ulzfi.liuu: send thens in o s {fewer than
A words per experience, please). We will then select perhaps a half
dozen of the most helpfel stories submitted on each step and include
them g futore @dition, Send this malerial to Asoka Foundation, o,
PO. Box 82009, Oklahoma City, OK 73148, where you may also obtain
further information amd additional free |'|:|'|'|[|m of this ookler,




21 STEDS TO A SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

. NECESSARY ATTITUDES

[I. ENTERING THE KINGDOM

1. RECOGNIZING OUR NEED&

We recognized the spiritual emptiness of our lives, and

aldmitted our powerlessness, by our own strength, to correct

our personal shorteomings. Sincerity has been the loundation
ol our .~i|riri|||:|| search. and essential for Progreas.

2. BELIEVING IN GOD

We came 1o believe in God's existence. and recognized his
goodness. We came to believe that he indwells us as our
!-_-Fljlrilij.}-ll Father and II.'I'I.']I'I__E Friend.

3. ACCEDTING COD's GRACE

We recosmized that we could not [muhn':' s ritnal reactions
o life in the absence of divine power. We saw that all
spiritual qualities result from grace, and are free gifis of God
which we can do rml||i||:_:l to earn, but musl url|_'c he ‘u'u'i“i]l{_[
o aceepl.

4. ADMITTING OUR SHORTCOMINGS

We acknowledged and sincerely repented our misdeeds,
We confessed these wrongs 1o God and confided in a
truzted friend.

5. FORGIVING OTHERS

With Gods hu:l[:- we forgave each person who had ever
wronged us,

6. ASKING OTHERS FORCGIVENESS

Without consideration of the emotional or financial cost

invalved. we asked forgiveness of those we had wronged, and

did our best to make full amends 1o each of them. except
where to have done so might have further injured them.



. ACCEPTING GOD'S TORCIVENESS

Having forziven all others, holding hack nothine, we
accepled the fullness of God's formivencss and his spiritual
eradication of all our misdeeds and shorteomings,

8. LIVING NEW LIVES

We resolved to live new lives, and to abandon anger, anxiely,

impatience, pride and fear, We refused 1o cling to or nurture

these relics of our pasts, and have asked God 1o Terove

them. We are promptly admittin o our wrongs and refusing 10
harbor feelings of puil,

9. COMMITTING OURSEIVES

We counted the cost and determined that the anly life worth

living is one hased on truth and dedicated o our loving

heavenly Father. We wholehvartedly committed every aspect
of our lives 1o God and to doing his will.

III. SUSTAINING GROWTH

10. PRAYING

Through faith, prayer, meditation, worship and spiritual
COMIMUNION, We are improving our eonscious contact with
God. and are sharing our inner lives with him,

1'1. BALANCING PHYSICAL WITH SPIRITUAL

We passed throngh confliet as God gradually empowered us

o become more willing to exchange material for spiritual

goalz. We are better balancing our human needs with our
lives in the spiril.

1 2. PERSISTING IN OUR SFARCH

We are persisting in our search, trusting in God'’s schedule
for our spirttual enlightenment. We are seeking the wisdom
to know and rh;- LoraiEe b diy f;mi-r- will 1n all Ihiugr_a.
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V. FRUITS OF GROWTH

13. GAINING PERSPECTIVE

We are coming to appreciate the inevitabilities and com-

pensations of life, realizing that we are part of a gigantic

creation. We are being strenothened by our !-.ilri.i'hl.]ilj

assurance that we have embarked on an eternal lile in which
wee will grow progressively more like God.

L4. GAINING TAITH

We are gaining faith that God's plan for us is imeomparahly

better than any of our own devising, and that our hfg_;hts-l

h.-_lppinma and adventure consist in seeking to do his will,

1'5-'.% are experiencing the spiritual liberty of aceepting our

Father's responsibility for the outcome of events we undertake
in faith.

15. EXPERIENCING ASSURANCT,

We are better appreciating God's ceaseless fosterd ng of our

spiritual growth. We are becoming more fully assured of our

Father’s unconditional love, and have };c:gu-n o experience
that inner peace which passes understanding.

—AK,

16. DEEPENING FELIOWSIIP

We are sharing our spiritual lives more fully with each other,
W are zl_:rw.'.']'n;g more unified in FI‘ii'rl[:I.-—'l!iI'I' and ir'lt‘rl‘.al&ing_]\'
appreciate, enjoy, Tespect, trust and rnz:l:.' on each other,

17. SERVING OTHERS

We are working together more earnestly to serve our fellows
i ].'l..r-li:ug wilvs, n'l'n?lgni;-ﬁ||y that we thus serve and honor our
Father in heaven.

18. SHARING OUR SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE

We more willingly aceept our obligation and privilege 1o
help share the sood news. and are striving 1o carry this
knowledge of God's love to our fellows.




19. LOVING FACH OTHER

We are increasingly valuing others as beloved sons and
davghters of God, and are stoving to love each of them as
does our Father in heaven,

20. LOVING JESUS

We are coming to know and Jove Jesus, and our fi

iendship
with him increasingly gives our lives EHeTay.

enthusiasm,
warmth and purpose,

21. IOVING GOD

As aresnlt uf&inwm[}' striving to live these principles of the
..'_iI}i["j[Ir:i[ life, we are IOWINg in our !-:'rifnffu_‘t]'{_[:*- love and
waorship of the hu:weuf_\ Father, the Source of that infinjte

love which created and ever a118lains 1=,
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STED 1

RECOGNIZING

OUR NFED&

e recognized the spiritual

emptiness of our lives,

and admitted our
powerlessness, by our own strength,
to correct our personal shortcomings.
Sincerity has been the foundation
of our spiritual search, and essential
for progress.

REFEREMNCES:

The Fathisr is mot in a.]'_liril vl baiedinge, baat so many ofhis creatures
have hidden themselves away in the miztz of their own willlul decisions
ani for the time being bave separated themselves from the commumnion
of his spirit and the spint of his Son by the choosing of their own
perverse ways and by the indalgence of the self-assertiveness of their
imtolerant minds anad |.|||:i|:-iri1u.'|‘| nabres. Hd:

Too often, all too often, you mar your minds by insincerity
anil sear them with :Lrlrip_lﬂruuﬁh.r:%; voul .-'ou:ljm:I: them to animal fear
and distort them by vzeles: anxiety, 103:32

The keys of the kingdom of heaven are: sincerity, more sin-
cerity, and more sincerity, 435:45

Spiritual progress is predicated on intellectual recognition of
spiritual poverty coupled with the self-consciousness of perfection-
hmer, ihe dezire to know God amd be like him, the wholehearted
HUFpOES L0 i the will of the Father in heaven,

Spiritual growth i= findt an awakening to needs, next a discernment
af meanings, arul themn a |]:i:-'l.‘l:H'f.':I':|-' of values, 1095:360

“Ganid, the man was not bungry for truth. He was not dissatis-
fied with himself. He wag not ready o ask for felp, aml thie EYES of his
mind were not open to receive light for the soul, That man was not rips
for the harvest of salvation; he muost be allowed more time for the trinls
and difficultics of life to prepan: him Tor the reception of wisdom and
igher lesrning” Lbib: L5

Only those who fie] poor in spirit will ever hunger for righteous-
ness. Only the humble seek for divine strength and crave spiritual
e, 1747

“[Job] ascended to those spiritual heights where he could

E-Cil'l.l:l"l‘r!t:r‘ S | abshor mvsell: then was there al_lr.'||1|:¢:|| him the salvation

of a rision q."ﬂ-u:-d."ltlﬂ-':'r-:“

Mever hesitate to admit failore. Make no attempt 1o hide
failure under ﬂq'n:'L~'|:|ri1'|: grmiles amd bewming eptinsm. Tt soumnds well
always to claim success, but the end resulte are appalling. Such a
I:L‘l.'|:||:|i|'|1:;_' leads directly 1o the creation of a world of unreality and to
the inevitable crash of ultimate disilluzsionment.

Suceess may penerate courage and promote confidence, but wie-
dom comes only from the I_"i{[ll-l_'ﬁr!!ll'l'!ﬁ of adjustment 1o the resulis of
ohe’s failures. Men who prefer optimistic illusions to reality can never
become wise, U|1'|I1.' those who face facts and :lﬂ_i:t.-'\.t them to ideals can
achicve wisdom ... Those timid souls who can only keep up the strugale
il life by the aul of continuonos false illustons of success are doomed
1 sulffer Failure and |_":¢:F||_"'[i_l_"]:||:'l_" defeat as they ultimately awaken from
the dream world of their own imaginations. 1770:37
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“But the publican, standing afar off, would not so much as lilt
his eyes to heaven Lot smote his breast, saying, "God be merciful 1o me
a sinner. T 1838:24

Selfish men and women simply will not pay such a price for
even the greatest spiritual treasure ever offerad mortal man. Only when
man has hecome ﬁLlEﬁl."'iil:IIH}' disillu=ioned ]1:.' the sorrowlinl q]ig-;;|-||i|.ui|-||.
menfis atiendant upion the felizh and I:El.‘vl.'l.'|:|1i'.|: pursaits of zelfizhness,
arul subsequent 1o the discovery of the barrenness of formalized religion,
will he be dispozed to tarm wholeheartedly 1o the gospel of the kingdom,
thi I'l:'|.i+p'l:lll of Jesis of Mazareth. 208320

OTHER SELECTIOMNS:

10HHET Em ]-I-Hlllrljr,:_:' ..., lhilUM"lhit‘ rhnme |
11 HEET to 30 [ The work ..1|!'||Jl1z11:|u'r.| . |

120123t 30 | Confusion, being. .. immorial soul, )

LaRR3:23 b 24 (Gl mever. . . i tritli ]

144527 'The Lasnd - i trath, b

IF61AS b 3 Jesus enjoyed.. . honest dboulsiaers. |

L5T1:37 10 3% (In guining. ..sineeee ntontione)

L5742 10 157416 (1. “Hepgry are. -, To de™F)

i3zl b 14 [PAlthough transgression .. humon andemstanding. |
177005 i 1T8EZ {Bur life. . own imaginations. |

1838: 10 to 28 | Ohn the .. e exalied)

1Ol g 3 ||:|'.|i”iF|. ¥l ... sworls Tulfilked.

PERSONAL NOTES & REFERENCES:

PERSONAL NOTES & REFERENCES:




SIEP 2

BELIEVING

IN GOD

e came to believe in
God’s existence, and
recognized his goodness.
We came to believe that he indwells
us as our spiritual Father and

| loving Friend.

REFEHENCES:

But you cannot become so absolutely certain of o fellow bezing’s
,-,__;ht\. 45 YOu £an af the 1':.|||1'.- uf the presende of Gl that lives within
pont, 195 45

Thus it may be seen that religions longings and spiritual urges
are not of such a nature as wonld merely lead men to want to believe in
Gad. but rather are they of such nature and power that men are pro-
foundly impressed with the conviction that they aught o helieve in
God. The sense of evolutionry duty and the uIJIr.L.utmna eonsequent upon
the illumination of revelation moke such a ]:mﬁmml impre =IO L
man e moril mature il laz flll.i"'t reaches that I.ll.l‘l:lllﬁll:l of mind and
that attitude of soul where he |rL|1r|u-eE|A thad e foers rein .Iq:Ian! R i
beliere in God. The higher and superphilosophic wisdom of such en-
|'|'L_||'|u med and dize |_[|||:||Hi individuals oltim: |.|:F'|.'| instructs them that to
doulat God or distrozt his F-I;H:lli]jl_ == wikalil e 1o [rove: unkrie the realast
and deepest thing within the human mind and sonl — the divine Adjuster.
110534

God is =0 all real and absolute that no material sign of proof
ar no demonstration of so-called miracle moy be affered an lr“-1|.|:|l|.l|:l'. of
hiz reality. Always will we know him becauze we trust him, and our
teelicef in him s 1l.||.|:-|.|._'|- bzl nour pa spaanial participaticn in the divine
manifestations of his infinite reality, 1119:17

Of Godl, the maost inescapable of all presences, the most real of
all facts, the most livine of all truths, the most loving of all friends, and
the most divine of all '-.1]1!!.5 wa have the right to hn the maost certain
of all vmiverse experiences. 1127:1H

Men all too often forget that God is the grentest experience in
hueman existence. (ther experiences are limited in their natre and
content, but the 1_1]'_||_.r|¢ qree of G has ne limis save those of the
creature’s comprehension capacity, and this very experience is in itself
E‘.].Ell.-l_:l:.' |_.|'|'|.;|:|'lr|11F When men search for Gaod, 1111‘_'!. are =l:“:]1'l.'“|'|]:|'.|E; for
everything. When they find Godd, they have found everything. 1289:14

While sojourning al Amathus, Jesus spent much time with the
apietles instructing them in the new concept of God; again and again
did he impress ey them that God s a F'un'!e'r not & great and supreme
hi:li‘.lh.'k.l_'.-l_]:n_.r whio 1z chiefly |_.n|=_.|"|-'|| 111 :||:|.|]-u.|:|,l_ damaging entries :I.g;lll'l.:t
his erring elildren on earth, rr-:w:-rd:mgﬁ of sin and evil to be used nminst
|-|'IE'I:'u HI‘H_ T |:||_ :-1|:i|-.-=g.|'|1:||-'rll|'.- difs in Ju-e!ll’llu 1k |||mr'| 1.|"|1 Kl 38 1.|!1.1 Ju:t
Judpe of all creation. 1590:25
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There are several entire sets of papers which particelaely illuminate
the rature and character of God, and his mi:utjmu:hji: to us, They are:

Paper 1: The Universal Father, p. 21

Paper 2: The Nature of God, p. 33

Paper 3: The Attributes of God, p. 44

Paper & God's Relation to the Universe, p. 2
Faper 5: God's Relation to the Individual, p. 62

Paper 100: Religion in Human E};ruriq_-nm:, p- 1AM

Paper 101: The Heal Nature of Religion, p. 1104
Paper 102; The Foundations of Religious Faith, p, 1118
Paper 103: The Reality of Heligions Experience, p. 1129

P:]In::r 117 Uligin and Nature of TEml:lgll.l! ﬂiljuglrre, il 176
I".'lj'.ll:r 108 Mis=ion and ri'liu'l.glr_l.' n[Thquht Adjnu.tf_rm_ p 1185
FJ:I.PGI 10 Relation of Aqijl_lsdq_':r.s 1o Universe Creatures, - 1185
Pﬁpﬁr 11k Kelation of :tdjus!t‘:l'ﬁ- o DInelividdueal Mortals, p- 12403
["'Hpt'.r 111: The Adjuster and the Soul, p. 1215

["I:I.l:ll‘.'r 130 The World's Hq_']:iEi_nns_ P 1442
OTHER SELECTIOMS:

Bl i 364:1T (4 GOIFS RELATION 10 A LUOWAT TNIVERSE)
A5h15 o 29 {Thas, in,..divine perfectio. |

M1 6 10 23 [ Evolutionary relimmn. . tle sniverse, )

1032 o T3 {Isainh wend .. redeemed themT)

TOGH4E 10 07019 { Mo prophet, . all-loving Father.)

RO T% 1o 25 | There are .. written word. )

TEEES te L1 {Because of. .. in vou”)

FLEE:20 b -k | Ever remembier.. . of Jove, §

15972 to 159AE [There was, .. Futhers kin fnm.”)

Lkl T b 160436 |Following thot .. is pu'r%:-ﬂ.“l

166k 16 10 26 (“Job was. . e a7

167 3:5 1o I6Tm24 (18 was. ..andl appreciation. )

15901140 g0 208 (Then eame. - the prophees")

2094z 31 b 4T {Urbees 41.1.t'l.-|.'n||||; reality. |

FERSONAL NOTES & REFERENCES:
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SIED 3

ACCEDTING

GOD& GRACE

e recognized that we
could not produce
I spiritual reactions to lite
in the absence of divine power. We
saw that all spiritual qualities result
from grace, and are free gifts of God
which we can do nothing to earn,
but must only be willing to accept.

\ & -

REFEREMNCES:

The consciousness of n victorious homan life on earth is born
of that creature Taith which dares to challenge each reenrring episode of
axistence when confronted with the awful spectacle of buman [imitations,
by the unfuiling declaration: Even if | cannot do this, there lives in
me e who can acd will do it, o part of the Father-Alsolute of the
amiverse of universes. And that is “the victory which overcomes the world,
eI FouT Faath!® 50-80

This covenant of Melchizedek with Abmbham represents the great
Urantian agreement between divinity and humanity whereby God agrees
to do everything: man only agrees to Beliwve Godd's promizes anl fiol Lo
hi= instracliins, L0045

Man's eole contribution to growth is the mobilizntion of the total
[rrweTE ufl his pn:rs-:mnlir:.- — living faith, 108727

Among other things, the Adjuster pleaded “that he more faith-
fully give me his sincere cooperation, more cheerfully endure the tiaks
of my eoplacement, more faithfully carry out the program of my armange-
ment, more putiently go through the trials of my sclection, maore per-
sigtently and cheerfully tread the path of my choosing. mere humbly
receive credil that may acerue as a result of my ceaseless endeavors — thus
tramzinit my admonition to the mun of my indwelling” 121542

“By the ol wiry you seek o suppress, oy, and conform b e
rules of living: by the new way you are first tmnsformed by the Spirit
of Truth and therehy strengthened in your inner soul by the constant
spiritual renewing of your mind, and so are you endowed with the power
of the certaim and joyous J:uL‘ﬂr.lnnuurr of the l.','.l'll.{':il.lll!h ilt'I'E|iL“I]Jlf?- and
perfect will of God. Forget not—it s your personal faith in the ex-
ceedimgly great andl ]:ln.'n'i-m:ls promises of Gaml that enstres your becoming
|1i|11||.k|:m af the divine natare] 1O

“Your secret of the mastery of selfis bound up with your fith in
the inr|h‘vl,"||i11|:_ ;-||]:|"I|:, which ever works ]J_'.' love, Even this 511-'j1!||:’. faith
you have not of yourselves: it al=o is the gift of Gad?” 1610:16

In all praying, remember that sonship is a gift. No child has
aught to do with earning the status of son or daughter. The carth chilld
comes into being by the will of its parents. Even so. the child of God
comes into grace and the new life of the spirit by the will of the Father
in heaven, Therefore must the kingdom of heaven — divine sonship — be
received as by a little child. You eam righteousness — progressive char-
acter development — but you receive sonship by prace and through faith.

L621:5

Your bounties and your blessings have descended spon us,
Thus empowering us (o perform your will and execute your bidding.
1623:25
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“Salvation is the gift of the Father and is revealed by his Sons,
Acceptance by faith on your part makes you a partaker of the divine
LLLITe., 31 B0 O 1i:||.|_lrr||:|I::r ol (el H_'.' [aith o drre jusliﬁl_-ﬂ; ]r_l.' {anh LLLE]
arc saved: and by this same faith are vou cternally advanced in the way of
progressive and divine perfection’ 16H2:34

“You cannot buy salvation; you connot carn righteousness.
Salvation is the giﬁ. of Gasd, and I:'i,g_{]lt!!llll..-'-llle:ﬁ.-'u i5 the mataral froie of the
xfli:ril!-lmm fife 0of m:u:l:-hilr in the kingrdom” 1HH3:S

*“You see, then, that the Father gives salvation to the children of
rmen, amil this salvition is o fres EEE! tor all whio bove the Bath o meceive
gomship in the divine family. There i= nothing man ean do (o eam this
alvation. Works of self-righteousness cannot Tm_'r the favor of God, and
much praving in F|1||||i.1: will oot atone for lack of hiving Faith o the

heart” 1838:14

“Itis vour faith that saves your souls. Salvation is the gift of God
toall whio believe II:It_'!J-' are lies soms. Hot be nod decerved: swhile splvation
is the free mift of God and is bestowed upon all who aceept it by faith, there
follows the experience of hearing the IEntiLf. of this spirit life as it s lived
in the flesh” 2153:42
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SIED 4

ADMITTING

OUR SHORTCOMINGS

e acknowledged and
sincerely repented our
misdeeds. We confessed
[ these wrongs to God and confided
in a trusted friend.

7

REFEREMCES:
Sin must be rnde[,l'?ned as deliberate disloyalty to [deity. There
are 4||:_rn-1-"1 af disloya Ly ihe partial loyalty of indecigion: the divided

|m-ulu.- of confliction; the dying Imaih' of indifference; and the death
of loyalty exhibited in dev otion 1o gm“?-e’- ideals. 95429

The confession of sin is a manful repudiation of disloyalty, but
it in no wise mitigates the time-space consequences of such dislovalty,
But confession — sincere recognition of the nature of sin—is essential
to religions mrowth and spiritaal progress. 95444

“And have you not also read in the Seriptures where it says:
“He looks down WKL e, amd 2l any will Ry 1 laave sinned amd El-l?rl.lr.l:’l.r-:i
that which was right, and it profited me not, then will God deliver
that man’s sonl from dackoess, and he shall see the ]:i;:hl"."“ L 25

“Make an end of your misery by loathing sin. When you look
up 1o the Noble One, turn away from sin with a whole heart. Make no
.j_J:I"I"’"} For evil: make no excnse for sin. Hn. yoinr efforts to make amenda
for past =sine you acquire stremgth fo mesist futore temdencies thereto,
Restruint is bom of repentance. Leave no fault unconfessed to the Noble

TN % R

“If a2 man recognizes the evil of his wave and repents of sin
[rome thee hieart, teen may e seek rlrrl_ll.l."lll-'-\h |:|.!" WAV escape the |r-e"|:l:|]l‘.'
he may change enlamity into blessine” 1452:26

*“Our Father even loves the wicked and is always kind to the
ungrateful. I more human beings ol 1.lr||_l.' Eknow aboat the f_:l.lul]lu:ﬁﬁ
of Lodd, they would certainly be led to repent of their evil ways and
forsake all known sin® 1454:7

And all such true faith is predicated on profound reflection,
sineere self-criticism. and uncompromising moral conscionsness. 1459032

The three n]'_luuth_s wire shocked this alternoon when they
realized that their Master’s religion made no provision for spiritnal self-
examination . ... Bui Jfﬂu-:ajl.l.:l:ll!]]uilfu hieh waonald pirose ribeseli- dltﬂl_'. [
il fi |J|:v|_"|.'|_=.|11i4'||:| |_'|[ |:_u'||:|-|_'|_=ill_'¢| r'ln:rIE-,'m. ].;H:i:ﬁ

"IIHn:,.' times, whin you hove done evil, vou have thnu;_rht tir
el up your acts to the influcnee of the evil one when in e ality you
hil'r& biant ]:||_|_~1'| led astriy By vour swn atural tendencies. Did oot lhl
P rophet Jeremiah ]|:|:|:||:| uﬂu 1ell you that the humin heart is deceitful
above all things and sometimes even desperately wicked? How easy for
Yol 1o hecome self-deceived aml therely el initir flru]l‘-l'l fears, div Er“-rL‘hIEI:-E-
enslaving pleasures, malice, envy, and cven vengreful hatred!™ 1604:42

(=]
w51




“When men believe this gospel, which is o revelation of the
poniness of God, they will be led to voluntary repetenee of all known
sin. Healization of sonship is incompatible with the desire to sie. Kinge-
dom believers hunger for righteousness amd thirst for divie perfection!”
1683:14

Devotion, to the Pharisee, was a means of inelucing self-
rightcous iactivity and the assurance of false spiritual seourity: devotion,
to the |:|Ilh]'i|:'1|.n. was a ieans of ﬁ‘iTTi"i—f i his sl to the realizntion
of the need for repentanee, confession, and the acceplanc, I-.:,- faith. of
mereiful ﬁrrlgiw-.m':-'y. 183836

Having taken the first step along the path of compromise and
least resistance, there was nothing apparent to Peter but 1o g on with
the course of conduct decided upan. L requires o greatl and noble
chamcter, having started oot wrong, to turn about and g0 right, All oo
often one'’s awn mind 1ends to justily continuance in the path of ereor
when once it is entered upon. T981:44

As we look hack upon thia tragredy, we conceive that Judas went
WTOILT, |lri|:|lilri|:|l'. hecanse e wis 1."ll.:l'} Itl.'l'l!'!(!'!l”_'«' am isolated |||-r:-;||r|.-||'i|:.-.
a persenality shut in and away from ordinary social contacts. He per-
Ei'-ll.‘lllj}' refused 1o confide in. or Fll."l']}' Fratermize with, his fellow
apostles. 2005:43

Judas persistently refused to confide in his hrethren, When he
WHS i.I]i|H!“+!I|: b the secumulation of his emotional conflicts, o <eek
relief in sr:ff-r:x]:-rus.-iimu. e ilu'ilri.]]:.[_',' _-.uu?_:ln the advice aml recebyviald
the unwise consalation of his unspiritual relatives o thise chance ae-
quaintances who were either indifferent, or actually hostile, o the
welfiare and progress of the spiritual realities of the heavenly kingdom,
of which he was one of the twelve conseerated ambassiadors on eartl.
2056:17

He disliked to discuss his personal problems with his immediate
associates: he refused to tzlk over his difficultios with his real friends
and those wha trul_'r Towed him. In all the veurs of their assoeintion Le
never ance went (o the Master with a Em;rl_"l}' persoml prrjl:ulr.‘l:u. Hia6:30

i
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STEP 5

FORGIVING

OTHERS

ith God’s help, we
forgave each person who
had ever wronged us.




REFEREMCES:

“I suy to you: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate
i, bless those who curse YR, anid pray for those whio |:|_|_~E]:|i.|:|:.[|,|]|:.' R
you. And whatsoever you believe that T wonld do to men. do you also
tin them.

“Your Father in heaven makes the sun to shine on the evil as well
as upon the pood; likewizse he sends min on the just and the unjust.
You are the sons of God; even more, vou are now the ambassadors of
my Father’s kingdom. Be merciful, even as God is merciful, and in the
eternal future of the kingdom you shall be perfect. even as your heavenly
Father iz perfect.

“You are commissivned Lo suve men, nob o j|_|l|,iﬁ-l_" them. At the end
of your earth life you will all expect merey: therefore do 1 require of

yon during your mortal life that you show mercy 1o all of your brethren
in the flesh? 1571:10

Hy showing mercy, he meant to portray spiritual delivernnee
from all grudges, grievances, anger, and the lust for sclfish power and
TEVEIgE. And when h sael, “Resist not evil,”™ he later explained that he
did ot mean to condone sin or o counsel fraternity with inquity. He
intended the more to teach forgiveness, 1o “n=ist not evil trestment of
one’s personality, evil injury e one's feelinm of perzonal dignity?” 1590: 15

And forgivee us every one our debts
As we aleo have forgiven our debtors. 1620:7

Even the forgiveness of sin operates in this same unerring
fashion. The Father in heaven has forgiven you even before you have
lllill.:lEhl o gsk him, but sucl :I'-:rl-pliwrurexx 15 nob avarlahle in '|.'1:||_1:|: FE"[F_U]i;]_I_
religious experience until such a time as you forgive your fellow men.
L34

“Lord, how often shall my hirother sin opminst mee, and 1 ﬁprgiﬁr
]:itl:l?l l.‘ll' |.I. HEVERE 1ir|:|!::1?l- A.III] J.I,'.E-'l'IE HATIEST F-L"H_']': ._I.'ﬁ-.l'_lt 1'_It|_.|}' =T
times but even 1o seventy times and seven. Therefore may the kingdom
of heaven be likened to a certain king who ordered a financial rcclu;n:]:uiug
with his stewards. And when they had begun to conduct this examination
of aceounts, one of his chief retainers was brought before him con.
fessing that he owed his king ten thousand talents. Now this officer of
the king's court pleaded that hard times had come upon him, and that he

* lid not have wherewith 1o pay this nh]ig.'aljnn. Anid a0 the kirg comouanded

that his property be comfiscated, amd that his children be sold to pay
his debt. When this chief steward heard this stern deceee, e fell down
on his fuce before the king and implored him to have mercy and grant
him more time, saying, "Lond, luve a little more paticnee with me, and |
will pay you all! And when the king looked upon this neslipent servant
and his r-il:lll-i-l-j". b was moved with l::-I:II:I:'I|IiL'-J."I-iI.I:II. He ordered that he should
be released, and that the loan should be wholly forgiven.

30

“And this ehiel stewand, havime this recetved mercy amnd [uq.';i\'r.'[ll'i!-:
at the hands of the king, went about his business, and finding one of
his- sulordimate stewinls wio owel him a mere hondreed deparm, he
taid hold upon him and, taking him by the throat, said, ‘Tay me all
o owes And then did this fellow steward fall down before the chief
spewiril amad, beseeching lim, said: "Unly hiave pralienee witly me, and |
will presently be able o pay you! But the chief stewand wonhd not show
mercy te his fellow stewanl but rather had him cast in prison until
he should pay his debt, When his fellow servants sow what hanil hiappened,
they were so distressed that they went and told their Lond and nuster,
the king, When thee kinge heaed o il ||ui|1;j.-\. of his chief stewonld, he
calleel this |.|_|:|4__{|':|1|~{|_|| and vnfernereing wame bisfore hime amd saial: “Yasna
aree 4 wicked and unworthy steward, When you sought fer compassion,
[ freely forgave you your entice st ‘ﬂ'r'h}- il Faru ekl alsin show
METeY i your fellow steward, vven as | showed merey o }'lu.l'.‘" Al the
King was so very angry that he deliverad his ungrateful chiel stewarnl
ki I]Il.‘ju'i]:'rr. that I|:||1_'I I:IIiHI‘II badel Taaen wmdil Bue bl ||;.'|i|| all that wus due,
Aned even so zhall my '|:||:-4|1.'|,-r||_1_.' Father shusw the moee abamlant oweeey Lo
thase whas [reely shanw fHerey Lo their felliws, How can ¥iHi come Lo
Grod aeking consideratinn for your shortoomings when vou are wont L
chastise your brethren for being guilty of these same human Frailtis?
I sy tooall of you: Freely you have received the good things of the
b;;i“gﬂum; therefomn: freely give o your Fellovws oen edeth? 17021

Jesus taught that sin is not the child of o defective notore bt
rather the ||f[x|rri|1=: i a Kenswing mieed] dominatsed ]l_'.' an un=ulimissiyve
will. Beparding sin, he tooght thist Gead fus Forgiven: that we make such
forgiveness personally available by the act of fonmving our fellows.
When Yir |[urf_!i1.'|-e RRLIELS brother in the flesh, Vo l||rI1!|.l_:|- ereate the
|‘.':|.|'|||1:i|;].' il YOur own gomtl for thae rvl'|1:'|nli||||. of the reality of Cral's
furgiveness of your own misdeeds, 1861:14

“Whe:n u wise man understands the inner impulees of his fellows,
it will lowe them, And shen yuu lwve your et huer, Yini hase H]]’L‘Hll}'
furgiven him. This capacity to understand man's nature and forgive his
apparent wrongdoing is Gamllike.

“Your inahility or nnwillingmess (o forgave yoar fellows is the measure
of your immaturity, your failore o attain adult sympathy, understanding,
ill'.ll'] I“\'I"_.. "t'nu hirlii f_l1'|.:||:|_;_l;|:l.' il nnpie '.'HtlalJ‘r'.Fl:ler'!h.‘l 1 1Iin:t:t J:lt'tl[.llllt:il'.l-]]
of your ignorance of the inner nature and true longings of your children
anyl your fellow beam, Liowve is the 1a-ll1.h1rr]-L'll:1;;_ of the divine and inmer

e of life] 1896:33

3
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SIEP 6

ASKING

OTHERS' FORGIVENESS

ithout consideration

of the emotional or

financial cost involved,
we asked forgiveness of those we
had wronged, and did our best to
make full amends to each of them,
except where to have done so might
have further injured them.

REFEHEMES:

Mun even qualifies himself for the restraining garments of
HIETY when he dares to love his fellow men, while he achieves the
peginnings of =piritual brotherhood when he elects 0 mete out 10 them
{hat fretoenl which e himaelf would be aeeorded, even that breatnent
whir I b eomeeaves that Gaod wonld gecord them, 1302:47

“When you find vourself in the wrong, do not hesitate to confiess
}"lﬂlr”r“r anil b gquichk o make amends” 145318

“Mo muortal who knows God o seeks toodo the divine will can

st o engipe i the sppressions ol wealth, .. All euch wealth zhould

Ie restored 1o these who have thus been obhed or ws theie children
pild ther chilidren's clildren” T464:13

“If any portion of your fortune has been knowingly derived
freim Tr.llld il itl”]t ul-'l.lllll:' weialth has been acrmmulated Iw dishasnest
weselaces or nbaic miethils: if yomr riches ane the AT uf unjusl
dealings with your fellvws, moke haste to estore all these ill-potten gains
tar the rightful owners, Make full amends aml thus eleanse your fortune
of all disbusnest ciches” TG

“Amil whatever it shall eost you in the things of the world, no
maltier what FHFites Wibld mabiLy pay L poter the kiyadom of heawven, you
shall receive m: |:|l.'{r||rl mere asf joy unil 5-Ir|r|1|,:| al [TiETEES 1N this 1.».'|_|:|'Id
antl i the we e come eternal Tife!” 15376

T]:H'.l. .lcill'.'lli"l.l.ﬂ htlﬁ:"l ||'| @ sl “11 Jtllll ﬁlll‘i]: I'I.nl L | | rFE _‘Il"ril_‘h ik,
fhear mel [ may b o publican and a sinner, but the preat Teacher hag
cume to abide in my I[um-.- andl Defome b goes o, 1 vl you that 1 am
g G beestow one half of a1l my wioids upon the poor, and hemnning
bomaerrow, if 1 hove '.-r-r|:||.FuEi:|- wxactid aught from any man, 1 will
restire fourfolid. 1 am going to seek salvation with all my biart and leamn
b ahin rightenusness in 1||-: :-=1|_||1 nf Al 18713

Tt golden role, when divested of the superhuman insight of
the I""'EH]'II: uf Truth, becomes mothing more than a rule of high ethical
einduct. The: f_nhlm rule, when ]1111|I|].' interpreted, may beeome the
istrument of preal adffense to unes Tellows, Without o h[lil’l.ll!l.ll lis-
Lerhment of the |_u||]r i rule of wistdom yon might reason that, sinee Vo
are desirens that all nen A et ak the full and fr ink truth of their :rllul.l
1 g, ¥ou shusui il therefon: fully amid Eramkly spe ak the full l|:||_||||_|h1
of your mind to your fellow heings. Such an unspiritual interpretation
of thi urillin rule might resalt i untold '||.|:|||:|]:-|:||11|-'-..-u. anil iy e=nd of
Hirmody, |43

[
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SIEP T

ACCEDPTING

GOD'6 FORGIVENESS

aving forgiven all others,
Hlmlding back nothing, we
accepted the fullness of

God’s forgiveness and his spiritual
eradication of all our misdeeds
and shortcomings.




REFERENCES:

(o iH-l]I'l-'il]l!'l_'r' Lind to sinners. When rebels retum to I’ib’l“i_‘-uuﬁ-.
ness, they are mercifully received, “for our God will abundantly pardon”
“I am he who hlotz out FOUT LEansgressions fior my own sake, and [ will
nol remember your sins” 3415

The forgiveness of sin by Deity is the renewal of loyalty rela-
Liomes .|:'l|r||1:l.'|-'i.|:lijr a peried of the haman conscionsness of the |:1|_:|E|:' af
such relations s the consequence of conscious rebellion. The forgive
ness does not have to be sought. only received as the conscionsness

of reestablishment of |1a-_'.':||l:.' n-el:l.liuw: hetwern the creatore and the
Creator, THEG:]1

"'Eﬁ'er}' one who is called by my name I have created for my
glory. amd they shall show forth my praise. 1, even I, am he who blots

out their transgressions for my own sake, and I will not remember their
sinel’ A4 ]

“*Come now, let us reason together,’ saye the Lord, *Though
your gins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow. Though they be
red like crimson, l|:'|.-|:}' shall be as woul)™ 1445:37

“Let the wicked forsake his evil way and the unrighteous man
hies rebellions I.hiilugilr_:-. S:l_'f‘ﬁ- the Lord: *Let them return o me, and 1 will
have MIEFEY (11 thea: 1 will abundarntly Elrlrdl:ln."_' 14d6:2

“And this is the sum of duty: Let oo man do to another what
would he repummant i himself: cheriah no nutlice, =mite not him whoe
smites you, congquer anger with mercy, and vangquizh hate by benevolence.
And all this we should do because God s a kind friend and a gracions
father who remits all our earthly offenses” 1449:14

“This religion of the Wise One cleanses the believer from every
evil thought and sinful deed. 1 bow before the God of heaven in repentence
if 1 have offended in thﬂughi_. word, or aol = mientionally or unin-
tl:'lﬂ.i.ﬂl.'lﬁli}'—uul:t [ wifer [rrvyers for MCTLy and F-misn: for gl-rgi.'.-q‘:m-_a-_-'h_
I ko when 1 make confession, if 1 purpose not o de agmin the evil
I|:Ii1'.|g, that sin will be removed from my sl | know that Eurgi_'..'fncss
takes away the bonds of sin®™ 1450:31

“When men and women ask what shall we do to be saved, you
shall answer, Believe this gospel of the kingdom; accept divine forgive-
nesa” 1682:3]

~ “I ndmonish you to fear none, in heaven or on earth, but to
rejoice in the knowledre of him who has power to deliver you from all
unrighteonsness and to present you blameless before the judgment seat
of o universe?” 1820:15

38

“Divine forgiveness is inevitabiles it is inherent and inalienahle
i o inbimite nderstanding, inhis perfect Enowledie of all that con-

5 the mistaken judrment aml ervoeons chaosing of the child? 2
penis A tak i t il I a of the child? B2

The cross forever shows that the attitude of Jesus towand sinners
was meither cotderation nor comdimataog, bat rather eteoml sl bsvinge
galvation. Jesus 15 truly a savior in the sense that his life ond death
flo win memn over i gluu.hu:nn anl tilrn:hle.u:u survival, Jesus loves men so
much that hiz lowve pwakens e THS TS af lovee 1n thie homan hesirt.
Lowvee i truly contagions and eternally creative. Jesus death on the crogs
,§j;|3||1_|'_|ﬁ:ﬁ|!.-: a love which is !'\-1I“Iil:il‘.ll1|_'|' abrong anel alaviane B Borgive sin
ared swallasw up all evil-deing. Jesus disclosed 1o this woerld 2 hicher

uality of righteousness than justice — mere technical right and wrong,

pvime lowver dhiv= oot merely .rl:rrlgi.u: wroegss L athsorls and actually
destroys them, The fondveness of love utterly transeends the forgiveness
uf merey. Ml."l'i!}' sets the puilt of evil-doing b ome sides Bt love 1!!.'2-[!’1:_'-':-:
forewer the s and all weakoess resulting therefrom. Jesus brooght o
pew method of living e Urantia, He taugeht os oot 6 re=ast evil bt
to famld thmugh him a ,!_'.lull:hh.'hh whiich |4fr1:|il||i|.|.|._1- ||1'.‘-lr||}.~= avil, The
E"-]'gi'r'\'l_'llul‘flﬂ ol Jesoa s ool condbonatven: it s salvation Teem condiemae
tion. Salvation dees not =light wrongs: it makes them nghi, True love
dises not compromise nor condene hatis it destroys it The love of Jesus
i never sitisled with mers fogiveness The Master's hove i|:||r|]i:::= i
habilitation, cternal survival, It is alwgether proper o speak of sal-
valion as rr'|]I|u|Ir|1iirI| if FiFLL TNRET) this eternal rehalilitation.

Jesuis, by thee [Hrwer of liis persenal bove Tor anen, coulid Break ihe
ol of sin and evil, He therchy set men free o choose hetter ways
af |i1'i!|;,_’,_ Jisaus |l|l|.‘l|':l_'g.'|:1] a dleliverane: from the [rast which in itself
]F;Hﬂihﬁl] E Il'iIII:ItEIh foor the: futune, Foneivemss thus [rin iiled =alvntion.

: ety of divine love, snee fully admitted to the homan hean,
fisrever d.l::-ﬂlll_g.'h the cliareme of sin amd the [Hawar il ewil. B01H:6G

CTHER 5ELECTINS;

S 1o 20 I Merey da.. dove him.j

R0y 4T l'r:llli. ih..-u[lin'lllﬂl B versa, |
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oIED 8

LIVING

NEW LIVES

e resolved to live new
lives, and to abandon
anger, anxiety,

impatience, pride and fear. We
refused to cling to or nurture these
relics of our pasts, and have asked
God to remove them. We are
promptly admitting our wrongs and
refusing to harbor feelings ot guilt.




REFERENCES:

You must surrender every wish of mind and every craving of
sontl to the transforming embrace of spiritual growth, 1002:30

Of all the dangers which beset man’s mortal nature and
jeopardize his upirilu.:ﬁ integrity, pride is the greatest.

Pride iz deceitful, intoxicating, and sin-breeding whether foueud in
an individual, a group, a mee, or a nation. It i literally true, “Pride
poes before a falll” 12231

Jesus fully understood how difficult it is for men to break with
their past. He knew how human beings are swayed by the preacher’s
eloquence, and how the conscience responds to emotional appeal as the
mind doe= to logic and reason, but he also knew how far more difficult
it 15 to persuade men to disown the past. 1722:58

The theme of Jesus' instroctions during the sojourn at Sidon
wa spiritual progression, He told them they could not stand atill; they
must go forwarnd in righteousness or retrogress into evil und sin. He
admenished them to “forget thoese things which are in the past while
you push forward to embrace the greater realitics of the killgifr?mf'

Said Jesus: “My disciples must not only cease to do evil but learn
t do well; you must not ouly be cleansed from all conscious sin, but
you must refuse to harbor even the feeling: of muilt. If von confess
your sins, they are forgiven: therefore must you maintaiin i Conscienct
void of offense?” 1736:22

“But whosoever couses one of these little ones to stumble, it
would be better for him if a millstene were hanged about his neck and
hie were cast into the sea. If the things you do with your hands, or the
things you see with your eyes give offense in the progress of the kingdom,
sacrifice these cherished idols, for it is better to enter the kingdom
minus many of the beloved things of life rather than to cling to these
il sl famd _Fnu:sn:l_f shiut out of the k:i]'.lg,dl:lm-_ 176121

I see in the teachings of Jesus, religion at its best, This gospel
emables us to seck for the true God and to find him. Bat are we willing
to pay the price of this entrance into the kingdom of heaven? Are we
willing to be bom again? to be remade? Are we willing to be subyject
to this terrible and testing process of self-destruction and soul recon-
struction? Has not the Master said: “Whoso would save his life must
lose it. Think not that T have come to bring peace but rather a soul
struggle™ True, after we pay the price of dedication to the Fathers
will, we do experience great peace provided we continue to walk in these
spiritual paths of uunxtﬂ‘.l‘:llﬂg‘?i'l-"l I,

Now are we truly forsaking the lures of the known order of existence
while we unreservedly dedicate our quest 1o the lures of the unknown
and unexplered anler of the existence of a future life of adventure in the
spirit worlds of the higher idealism of divine reality. 1782:5

A Ty

Aned Jesug replied: =15 you would be ordained, you must be
willing 1o forsake all. The puepel messengen: cinnot have divided affec-
fiusEe Mo man, havimge put his hand to the plooagh, if he turns back, is
worthy o become a messenper of the kingdom? 10142

Almost every human being has some one thing which is held
on 10 as a pet evil, and which the entrance into thee Kingrom of heaven
Il‘.l.||-'|i|"“5 = 41 part uf the El-r:il_"\-l_" aof sl massien. 1EHI2-54

“But the Father requires that the affections of his children be
g and undivided, Whatever thime or persen comnes Feetwieen AL anl
thee Jove of the truths of the Kinpdem, must b surrendered” THIG:AT

il Lhen, must each of yiu ait dlown mmd eount the eost of
heing ny dizeiple. From now on you will not be able fisllinw after us,
Jistemingt Lo the teachine ol belaoliliogr thae works; you will Bee I'r!I:|lIiI"1.":|
i L Litier EH':*_:.|1'|_|1_'||1|:|-'. amd Lo beear witness {ur 1“i:—'~ :.'J.l!-i[ll'l i the Giee
of cruzhing disagpointanent. If FiLLare umwilling bs remsunice all that yon
are anid o dedieate all that you have, then are you unworthy o be
my disziple” LT
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STED 9

COMMITTING

OURSEIVES

¢ counted the cost and
determined that the only
life worth living is one

based on truth and dedicated to our
loving heavenly Father. We
wholeheartedly committed every
aspect of our lives to God and to
doing his will.




REFERENCES:

Even to approach the knowing of a divine personality, all of
N5 [mrsmmlit}' endowiments must he wiu:l“._'r copsecrated to the 1_'ﬂ|:|rt;
hall-hearted, partiol devotion will be unavailing, 30:24

To isolate part of life and call it religion is o disintegrate life
and to distort eeligion. And this is just why the God of worship claims
all allemanee or none. 1124:26

The secret of survival is wrapped up in the supreme human
desire 1o be Godlike and in the associated willingness to do and be
any and all things which are essential to the final attainment of that
1:-.-1'r'-|||.:|ﬁl|:rfr|r_! :[l:-:irr.. lﬂi]ﬁ::i

When man consecrates his will to the doing of the Fathed's will,
when man gives Groal all theot e Bos then does God make that man
e than he s 1285:31

That which the lad wanted most to do he was unconsciously
actually doing. And it was, and iz, ever thus, That which the enlightened
ind reflective human imagination of spiritual teaching and leadine whole.
|1.L‘-.=|]'|Edl}= and unselfish Y wants o o and be, becomes |'_|||_'.||$l;|rah|}'
creative in aceordance with the degree of mortal dedication to the
divine doing of the Father’s will. When man goes in partnership with
God, great things may, and do, happen. 1467:33

“Those who first seck to enter the kingdom, thus beginning to
strive for a Im]]ilil.:.' of character like that of my Futhwer, skull ]:.rt:slml:]:.-
possess all else that is nesdful, Bot [ say to you in all sincerity: Unless
you seck entranes into the kingdom with the faith and trusing de-
'I.'It":l:l.d!t!l:lll":l.' of @ little ¢hild. Yol slall im0 wise grin admission” 1536:24

*“The heathen strike directly for their objectives; you are guilty
of too much chronie yeaming. If you desire to enter the kingdom, why
i o nol take it |!|-:.' H::li!'ilu;.'l! asaaull even as the henthien ake a uil:.'
they lay siepe 1037 1725:40

“Unless yiou are born again, harn of the J:IIIIIT'“.. vou cannol enier
the kingdom of God? Nevertheless, to all whae are honest of heart and
sincere in faith, it remains eternally true: “HBehold, | stand at the
l:!.ﬂﬂilt‘i of mens Bearts and I:.rn:M:h:I ard if ANy TNAn will open o T, 1
will eome in and sup with him and will feed him with the bread of life;
we: ghall be one in spirit and purpose, and so shall we ever be brethren
in the long and fruitful service of the search for the Paradise Father”
182036

Joesus taught that, by faith, the believer enters the kingdom
R In the varisus disciarses e oeht that two things are easpntial 1o
frith-entrance into the kingdom:

I, Fuith, sincerity. To come as a little child, o receive the bestowal
ol _:.,:.n_:h.ill FTE :_!Ii.r!; i swaalermeit fas Lhae drring of the Fathers will without

pestioning and in the full confidence and genuine trusthulness of the
athers wisloom; 1o come inloe the i»'.i.r'lg_fl.lmu free fmm JJI'Hj"I“.!:':": anid -
concepliong 1 B nrlt:"-l:ufrulm! and tenchable like an I.II'IE]iII.JiEI?Ii athilel.

2, Truth hunger The thiret for righteousness, a change of mind,
the ;wal.i.ril!lrliﬁll'. of the spstive 1o bee like Goad aned 1o Gind Gand. 186124

“You wha would follow after me from this time on, muaet be
-h-i_]liug tor quay the price of wholehearted dedication o the dlli“l; of my
Father's wall. IF you would B my disciples, you must be willing to forsake:
father, muther, wife, children, hrothers, and eisters. If any one of you
wareild mw Eee Ly 1|ix|']|:||.|-__ L LR ETTTES by W]I!illlrl' iy f_fi'l.'l-e L BV yar life
just a5 the Semoof Man iz about to offer up his life for the wm]p]ul:irlu
of the mission of doing the Father’s will on earth and in the flesh.

“TF yon am et wellimg 1o ety thse= Tull la-rim-., YABLL I EL:lreEi_'r' Iz iy
dizciple. Before you go further, you should each sit down and count the
cosl o |.|r.'i.r||.' Ty 1]].~il.:i.|'.||rc:.'I L Hit= 34
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hrough faith, prayer,

meditation, worship and

spiritual communion, we are
IMProving our conscious contact
with God, and are sharing our inner
lives with him.

REFEREMNCES:

If you would engaue in effective praying, you should bear in
pundd thee laws of prevailing petitions:

L. You must quislify as o potent prayer by sincerely and conmreonsy
gaeang the problems of universe reality, You must possess cosmic slumina.

2 You must have |lIJn!!5t]}' exhansted thie bomn |.'.'|||:|.|"'|I_l.' fiar finmean
m!j"_lﬂnll'rﬂ. Youe srst bave Deen indostrions,

4. You must surrender every wish of mind and every eraving of soul
1o the tr:ln:—:funtlin;! embrace of .-Er'u‘jlll::[ !_l:l'll'ﬂ-'lll. Your most love exs

piencel an enharwement of meanings and an clevation of values,

4. You must make a wholehearted choies of the divine will. Yoo
must obliterate the dead center of inadecision,

2. You not only recwmize the Fother’s will and chaoose o de i
T have effected an ungqualificd comseceation, amd alynamie dedi-
cation, 1o the actual ||ui||p of the Fathers will.

f. Wour prrayer will be: adirected exelusively Tor divime wisdem o
solve the specific human problems encountered in the Paradize aseension
— the attainment of divine perfection.

T Al yomn mu=1 have Toth — Bivinge faath, 1002524

The doing of the will of God is nothing more or less than an
exhibations of creature willingness e slare the dnoer life with God —
with the very Ganl who has made such o ereature Life of inner meaning-
valus: |r=|e~hi!li1:. Eharing is Gasllike — divine, 1221:49

Waorship is the aet of a part identifying itself with the Whole;
thee finite with the Infimite: the son with the Father: time in the set of
striking step with eternity,. Worship s the gt of the son's pereonal
cumnmuniten with the divine Father, the assumption of refreshing, creative,
Tratermal, aml mamantie stiiiodes |:r}' the limin :-unll-hpi.r:il. L6 1637

“Hut when you proy, yon exercise so litthe faith. Genvine f@ith
will remove mounteins of material :!iffil.'ljh._'.- wliich Ty chanes: o lie in
tha: paathe vl zol ::tl'ﬁlrlsill:l anil spartoal progress” T3

Jesus tanght that effective prayer must he:

L. Unsedfizh — rost alasne B oanesell,

2. Believing —aecording to faith,

lq Ei]:l"ﬂ!:l'l‘— lll]l:l.l!!"l 1F|. .I.I.'n'l'l:l't-

£ Intellipent — acoording to Liht.

3. Trustful —in aubmission to the Father's all-wize will, 162032

2l




When you have become wholly dedicated to the doing of the
will of the Father in heaven, the answer o all yonar |||,-|:|l|:_|-|:|:: will he
fertheoming hecause vour prayers will be in full accordance with the
Fathers will, aml the E‘.lillt'r:\. will is ever manifest l|:lh:||:||_|:|m:|! biis wast
universe, What the troe son desires and the infinite Father wills 15, Such
a prayer cannol remain unanswered, and no other ort of petition can
'|:|-|:.-a-l-i]:l|._'r bies Dally simsswered. EGA4:1H

“I have come forth from the Father; if, therefore, you are ever
ine ddonebit as to what you would ask of the Father, ask inomy nnme, and 1
will present your petition in accordance with your real needs and desires
and in secordanee with my Fathers will? 1639:30

Even the apostles were unable fully to comprehend his teaching
as to the necessity for using spiritual force for the purpose of breaking
lhmu[gh all :||1|11,~r|:1] resigdanee anid for sunooonting every 1'..1rl||h shatacle
which might chance to stand in the way of grasping the all-imporant
spiritual values of the new life in the spirit as the liberated sons of
Cenel. TR2%9: 48

When a praver is apparently unanswered, the delay often
betokens a better answer, although one which is for some good reason
1r|.'-|_-:|l:]}' :[l*la}ml.... Mo mimre e Iy = denied oo answer exe el wlyen 1the
superior viewpoint of the spiritunl world has devised o better answer,
an answer which meets the petition of the spirit of man as contrasted
with the prayer of the mens mimd of man. 1846:22

How long will it take the world of believers o understand that
III.'-J}I"'J' :IH r|1r| al [I:I'III'H"""G -I:IE |r¢"“|.r|il_ SILE Wiy hl[l. r.|1|‘|1'r il EH'II"I-I.TI:I II'I
taking God's way, an l.""'an'"L"I]l:l' of learning » haw 1o recognize and exeeule
the Fathers will? Tt is entirely true that. when your 'n.l" has been truly
.||||l_||.|'1| with hi=, vou ean .mL anyiLhing come Bl by than 1-l.:|||-|||1:|||:||.
and it will be g z.5n|r|14.1|. And =such a will-union is effected by and through
.fl-'-\.lh even as the life of the vine flows into and r|!lh:m"|!| ihe i:I'I-'JEILL

brunechies, 194612
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STED 11

BALANCING

PHYSICAL WITH &PIRITUAL

e passed through conflict
as God gradually
empowered us to

become more willing to exchange
material for spiritual goals. We are
better balancing our human needs
with our lives in the spirit,

.- i

i\




REFERENCES:

Those God-knowing men and women who have been born of
the Spirit experience no more conflict with their martal natures tian do
the inhabitants of the most normal of worlds, planets which have never
heen winted with sin nor toocked l:lj' relecllion, Faith sans work on
intellectual levels and live on spiritual planes far above the conflicts
produced by unrestrained o unnatural physical desires. The normal
urges of animal beings and the natueal appetites and impulses of the
plysical nature are not in conflict with even the highest spiritual at-
tninment except in the minds of ignorant, mistanght, or unfortunately
oveTconEcienbions PErsos,

Having started out on the way of lifie everlasting, having aceepted
the assimment and received your orders to advinee, do not fear the
dangers of human forgetfulness and mortal inconstancy, da not be troubled
with doubtz of failure or by perplexing eonfusion, do not falter aod
question your statns and standing. for in every dark hour, al every
crossroad in the forward struggle, the Spirit of Truth will always speak.
saying, “This is the way” 3td:3

The great problem of life is the adjustment of the ancestral
tendencies of living to the demands of the spiritual urges nitiated by
the divine presence of the Mystery Monitor. While in the universe and
SUPET-UNIVETSS CRPeETs 10 Man ean serve [wo nisters, in thie Tl vion sow
live omn Usantia every man must p!'l'[l'l]'l!l' gervee bwo masters, He must
hecome adept in the art of a contineons human temporal conpremise
while he yields spiritual allegiance to but one master; and this is why
so many falter and fail, grow weary and suceumb to the strese of the
cvoluticancy F-it'ljm:]i.‘. 11983:5]

The human mind does ot well stand the conflict of doabl:
plleginnee: It is a severe strain oo the aoitl 1o undergo the experience o
an effort to serve: both good and evil, The supre mely happy and efficiently
unified mind is the one wholly dedieated to e doing of the will of the
Father in heaven. Unresolved conflicts destroy unity and neay lenninate
in i diFm]'ul:inrl_ But the survival chameter of a zoul 15 not fustered
by attempting to secure peace of mind at any price, by the surrender of
neble aspirations, and by the compromise of spiritnal ideals ruther is
such peace attained by the stalwant assertion of the triumph of that
which i= true; and this victory i achieved in the overcoming of evil
with the potent foree of mod. 1480:22

“While you will experience great joy in the service of my Father,
vou should also be prepared for trouble, for 1 warn you that it will
be only through much tribulation that many will enter the Kingdom,
But those who have found the kingdom, their joy will be full, and they
shall be called the blest of all the earth?” 1533:29

wWJi
&

.mnduﬂl-

:

It requires time for men and women to effect radieal "'.“I
qtensive changes in their basic and fundamental concepts of sovinl
philosophic attitudes, and religions convictions. 1705:5

wyou know that men are all too often led into templation by the
rae of their own selfishness and by the impulkes of their animil
patures. When you are in this way tempted, 1 admonish you that, while
v '|1£I,'I.l|:|'!|l|!l3 1rmptminr| hnl]estl}' anul ﬁi.l.]r.-:r-:!l.:r'l for Just what it _I-‘h
intelligently redirect the energics of spirit. mind, and body which
seeking expression, into higher channels and m_ward mire ld-.-a_-ln.mr:
wals. In this waly oy vou transform your lempiaticns Lt 1h1:_|11gh1'x!
Swpes of uplifting mortal ministry while you almost lwi:ui!_!.' avoid these
wasteful and weakening conflicts between the animal and spiritual
unl_‘uﬂ.'!i._ 1?31;:-1-”

Forewarn all believers wt_,-.-.mlin[Tr the fringe of conilict which
it be traversed by all who pass the life as it s lived in the flesh 1o
the higher life as it is lived in the spint. Tor theee who live guite wholly
within either realm, there is linle conflict or confusien, but all are
dosmed 10 experience more oF Iess uncertainty _:luri:u[z l.lm times of
transition between the two levels of living, In entering the kingedem, you
gannol escape ks I:'-E'E-T.ll.'l!l.«”lirltjE'E or avoid ils “lllil_ﬂli._l’!l‘l:—'\-. but remember:
The pospel yoke is easy and the burden of truth is light. 1766:8

Teach all believers that those who enter the kingdom are not
therely rendered immune to the accidents of time or to the ordinary
catastrophes of natare. Believing the ;_r,w];r.l will not prevent getling into
trouble, but it will insure that you shall be unafraid when tronble does
avertike vou, I you dare to believe in me and whaleheartedly proceed to
fallow afier me, vou shall mo=t certainly by so doing enter upon the surc
pathway to trouble. T dn not promise o deliver you from the waters of
adversity, but | do promise Lo go with you through all of them. 1T67:1
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STED 172

DERSISTING

IN OUR SFARCH

e are persisting in our

search, trusting in God'’s

schedule for our spiritual
enlightenment. We are seeking the
wisdom to know and the courage
to do God's will in all things.

N




REFERENCES:

T every spiril being and to every mortal ereature in every
sphere and on every world of the universe of universes, the Universal
ather reveals all of his gracious and divine self that ean be discerned or
comprehended by such spirit beings and by such mortal creatures. 27:5

That, then, is the primary or elementary course which confronts
the faith-dested and much-trveled pilgrims of space. But lon besfusre:
reaching Havona, these ascendant children of time have leamed to feast
upon uncertainty, to fatten upon disappointment, to enthuese over ap.
parent defeat, to invimmte in the presence of difficalties, to exhibit
indomitahle courage in the face of immensity, and to exercise uncongquer
able Eith when confronted with the -|‘:||.u|]r.||.$_|_-e ol the iﬂl:xlblii,'.il.l:lll:.
Long since, the battle ory of these pilmims became: “In linizon with
God, nothing — absolutely nothing — is impaossible” 201:240

When it comes to the sharp and well-defined conflicts between
the higher and lower tendencies of the races, between what really is right
0T wreng | nol |:r|+::rH|._'r' what You coay call right wrad wrong), you can
depend upon it that the Adjuster will always participate in some definite
and active manner in such experiences. Tﬁ: fact that such Adjuster
activity may be unconscions to the human partner dioes pat it the lensd
detract from it value and reality, 1192:29

May I admonish you o heed the distant echo of the Adjuster’s
faithful call to your zoul? The indwelling Adjuster cannot stop or even
materially alter your career struggle of time; the Adjuster cannot lessen
the ILHJ'I:I.‘-.]:I;!?.'\ of life ns YiSLL JOREnEy on lElnllr.gll thits world of twil. The
divine indweller can only patiently forbear while you fight the battle
of life as it is lived on your planet: but you conld. if you only would
—as you work and worry, as you fight and teil — permit the valiant
Adjuster to fight with you and for you. You could be so comforted and
i.r|.='-|:|En‘.|.|. ao enthiralled aned intriguesd, if vou woatlid l:m]_\' allow the Ad-
juster constantly to bring forth the pictures of the real maotive, the
final aim, and the elema% purpose r.-fpa]] this difficult, uphill struggle
with the |'.-:r|:|||:r|l:_|-r||||::|'.v|,: [|m|:||r.lr|5-l ol your FII'I_"!'I-I:I:I.l waterial world, 1224:17

Ome day when Ganid asked Jesus why he had not devoted himself
to the work of a public teacher, he said: “My son, everything must
await the coming of its time. You are bom into the world, but no ameunt
ol anxiely and mo manifestation of i:lll.EEllii,!:lll't_‘! will |:|1_-'||1 you Lo grow up.
You muet, in all such matters, wait upon time. Time alone will ripen
the green fruit upon the tree. Season follows season and sundown
follows sunrise only with the passing of time, 1 am now on the way to
Rome with you and your father, and that is sufficient for today. My
tomorrow is wholly in the bands of my Father in heaven? 1336:26

The ri:_i_l:ll. to enter the Lilll-_'_"llulll I8 1_1:|I||ili|'.rl1.1!d ].1}' fmith, personal
pelich. The cost of remaining in the progressive ascent of the J'ni;dum
.iS the ill!'il.rl of greal price. in arder to poasess which a man =ells all that
Joe haxs. 1563135

“Prayer is the breath of the soul and should lead youn o be:
rsistent in your attempt to ascertain the Father's will. If any one of you
Es 2 neighbor, and you go to him at midnight and say: ‘Friend, lend
me three lopves, for a friend of mine an o jl:-unn‘:_l.' has come to eee me,
and [ have nothing to set before him® and if your neighbor answers,
rouble me not, for the door is now shot and the children and 1 are
in h=l: therefore 1 connot rze and mve you biresnad,” yinil will E‘rl!‘:rsiﬂ.
pxplaming that your friend hungers, and that you have no foed fo offer
Tim. I =ay to you, though your neighbor will not rise and gve you bread
hecasse he i= vour friend, vel Beinze of vour imperiunity T will prt
up and give vou a5 many loaves as you need. I then, persistence will
win Favors even from mortal man, how moch more will YOUT persistenee
in the spirit win the bread of life for you from the willing hamls of
{lte Father in heaven. Again [ say to you: A=k and it shall be mven
vous seck and you shall find; knock amd it shall be opened 1o you. For
every one who asks receives; he who secks finds; and to him whe knocks
the door of salvition will he u|.|E"I!l|.h|!.“ 1601

That same ["runi“r:rl Jesns made the EL!IIH—I“-I]P—H!‘I’I’I!!J]]J}‘."I‘L“&
addr=s 1o the apostles regarding the relative value of status with God
il progress in the eternal ascent to Paradise. Said Jesus: “My children,
if there exists a true and li_\ri_ng connection between the child and the
Fatlier, the child is certain 1o progress continuously toward the Father's
ulealz, True, the ehild may at fict make alimw progress, bt the propress
i= none the less sure. The important thing is oot the rapidity of your
progress but rather i3 certainty. Your actual achievement iz not so
imporiant as the fact that the direetion of your progress is Godward,
What you are becoming day by day iz of imfinitely more importance that
witat you are feadiy. 165351
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STED 13

GAINING

PERSPECTIVE

e are coming to

appreciate the

inevitabilities and
compensations of life, realizing that
we are part of a gigantic creation.
We are being strengthened by our
spiritual assurance that we have
embarked on an eternal life in which
we will grow progressively more
like God.




REFEREMNCES:

The confusion and turmoil of Urnntia do not =i mify that the
Paradise Bulers lack either interest or :Ihi]:it_'f' fia D TEFITERT airs :lif'rmr|1|_||r,
The Creators are possessed of full power to make Urantin a veritable

paradize. but such an Eden would not contribute o the development of |

those strong, noble, and experienced characters which the Gods are so
surely forging out on your world between the anvils of neceszity and the
hammers of aJ]l;._'ui_-'-h. Your anxieties and sotrows, vour trials amd dis-
appriniments, are just as much a part of the divine plan on your sphere
ag arc the exquisite perfection and infinite adaptation of all things 1o
their supreme purpose on the worlds of the central and perfect universe.

258:27

But inherent in this capacity for achievement is the respansibility
of ethics, the necessity for recognizing that the world @nd the universe
are filled with a multitude of r]i[fi:n'nf types of beings. All of this
I'I:'I..BE'I:‘I.i.ﬁl:L-el:l.l creation, l'nrf.nd:'rrg _'ﬂ:iursej wits not made Just for you,
This iz not an egocentric universe. The Gods have decread, “It is more
blessed 1o give than to receive,” and eaid your Master Son, “He who
woulld be preatest iwmong you let him be server of all? 516:35

The universe of universes, including the smoll world called
Urantia, is not being managed merely to meet onr approval nor just 1o
suil our convenience, much less o gratify our whims amd satisfy our
eumiosity. The wise and all-powerlul beings who are responsible for universe
meAnagement UJ]E!IJLI.EHH“].‘ know cxan:?if what they are about: and so it
becomes Life Carriers and bebooves mortal minds to enlist in patiemnt
waiting and hearty co-operation with the rule of wisdom, the reign of
power, and the march of progress. T36:36

Never, in all your ascent to Paradise, will you guin anything by
impatiently attempting to cireumvent the established and divine plan by
shart cuts, personal inventions, or other devices for improving on the
way of perfection, to perfection, and for eternal perfection. $46:23

You humans have begun an endless unfolding of an almost
infinite panoramsa, a lirmitless Mﬁmuﬂjﬂg of |“:g-.-m-.gu_d;i;-,|EF E"'-"Er-'i'I'EI'Jt:IIirIE
spheres of opportunity for exhilarating service, matchless wdventure,
sublime uncertainty, and boundless attamnment. When the clouds gather
overhead, your faith should aceept the foct of the presence of the
illl’]wt‘."ing ﬂl.ljuﬂt‘]’. and thus you shauld be able to laosk |:_|1_'_:|.'m'||:{ the
migtz of mortal uncerainty inte the clear shining of the sun of eternal
rightesusness on the beckoning heights of the mansion worlids of Satania,

11%d:1

b4

Patience is exercised by those mortals whose time units are
ghorts true maturity transcends patience by a forbearance born of
seal nnderstanding,

Tor beeome mature 1= o live more intensely in the present, at the
came time escq i“z': from the limitstions of the present, The F]E“"' of
maturity. fﬂllll!ﬁ'll on pasl experience, are coming into being in the

resent in such manner a2 to enhanee the values of the feture.

The tiene: unit of immaturity concentrates meaning-value into the

resent moment in such a way as o divoree the present of its true
relationship to the nol-present —the past-future. The time unit of
:|'|:1i|.1.l.1li.r:lu' 1% }Jmprmirm-:d g0 to peveal the co-ordinate :|'|_=|;|1iun5|1_i_p of
past-prezent-future that the self Leging to gin insight into the whole-
ness ol events, beging to view the laindseape of time from the panoramic

erspective of broadened horizons. beging perhaps to suzpect the non-
Ergintli]]g. !Ir.lll:l.‘llllil:li_' elerml coenmtinuum, the f:'u+:"_|||;r\-|]1-. of which sire
called time. 1240538

Do not become discouraged by the discovery that you are
huran. Human natwre may tend toward evil, bot it is not mherently
sinful. Be not downcast by your failure wholly o forget some of your
re,!.rmtlah]e: l!IFII."Ei.I.’IZIII'l'.‘i- The mistakes which you fail to f|||'i_u-g|: i L=
will T fllr_l_n:ﬂﬂ:rl in :'I!r.'rnil;r'. Lig,]l[t:l!l ks berdens of soul |:I-I'!.' 5E|1'|:|_:|:i]_'!.'
avquiring a long-diztance view of your desting, a universe cxpansion of
your carcer, 1730:22

Human beings unfailingly become discouraged when they view
aply the transitory transactions of time. The present, when divoreed from
the past and the future, beeomes exasperatingly trivial. Only o plimpse
of the cirele of eternity can inspire man o doe his best and can challenge
the best in him to do its utmast. 1776048

He taught men to place a high value upon themselves in time
and in eternity. Because of this high estimate which Jesus placed upon
men, he was willing 1o spend himzelf in the unremilling service of
humankind. And it was this infinite worth of the finite that made the
golden rule a vital factor in his religion, What mortal can fail to be
uplified by the extrovrdinary faith Jesus has in him? 2003:30
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STED 14

GAINING

FAITH

e are gaining faith that

God’s plan for us is

incomparably better than
any of our own devising, and that
our highest happiness and adventure
consist in seeking to do his will.
We are experiencing the spiritual
liberty of accepting our Father's
responsibility for the outcome of
events we undertake in faith.




REFTERENCES:

The Ernn‘iduncc of God consists in the interlocking activities of
the celestial beings and the divine spirits who, in accordance with cosmic
laws, unceasingly labor for the honor of God and for the spiritual
advancement of his universe children. 54:20

Man is spirituslly indwelt by a surviving Thought Adjuster. If
sich a human mind is sincerely and spiritually motivated. if such a human
soul desires to know God and become like him, honestly wants to do the
Father's will, there exists no negative influence of mortal deprivation
nor pogitive power of possible interference which can prevent =uch a
divinely motivated soul from securely ascending to the portals of

Paradize. 63:31

The mortal mind ean immediately think of a thousand and one
Ihjuga—tauutruphi-: physical events, ub]:-allin;_- acvidents, horrific dis
asters, painful illnesses, and world-wide .m::mrgm'— and ask whether such
visitations are correlated in the unknown maneuvering of this probable
functioning of the Supreme Being, Frankly. we do not know; we are not
really sure, But we do ebserve that, as time passes, all these diffieult
and mare ar less miysterions situations aheays work out for the welfare
and progress of the universes. 115:38 )

There is & great ond gloriows purpose in the march of the
universes through space. All of your mortal struggling i= not in vain, Wi
are: all part of an immense plun, & gigantic un:::rpﬁs'-:. and it = the vistness
of the unr]ﬂrlulr.inf:- that renders it i|r|]-_||:|55i:h]1: to see very much of it at
any one time and during any one life. We are all 5 part of an eternal
project which the Gods ane supervising and outworking. The whole mar-
velous and universal mechanizsm moves on majestically through space to
the music of the meter of the infinite thoweht and the ctermnal [purpose
of the First Great Soorce and Center, }

The eternal purpose of the eternal God s a high spiritual ideal,
The events of time and the struggles of material existence are bt the
transient seaffolding which bridges over to the other side, to the promised
land of spiritual reality and supemal existence, 364:19

There i in the mind of Gad a plan which embraces every creature
of all his vast domains, and this plan is an eternal purpose of boundiess
opportunity, unlimited progress, and endless life. .E_u?[he infinite trea-
sures of such o matchless career are yours for the striving!

A [he goal of eternity i= ahead! The adventure of divinity attainment
lies before you! The race for perfection is on! whosoever will may enter,
aJ:_ld certain victory will crown the efforts of every human being who
will run the rce of faith and trust, depending every step of the way
on the llr:uding_ of the indwelling Adjuster and on the puidance of that
gl spirit of the Universe Son, which =0 freely has heen poured out
upon all flesh, 365:24 :

bE

While it is all too true that good cannot come of evil to the one
wlio |'\-:rJ:||:t‘:I:1]]:l|.:l|:|.='.=~ and |:l|=r:|'||:|1r|:1 evil 111 |_ﬂ|'|1|i|_||_:.' true that all things
{including evil. potential and manifest) work together for good to all
heines whio Enow Gaod, love to do bis will, o are agcemding Puradlisewanl
greording b his eternal '|1|:||1 and divine purpase. Gl6:37

When Thought Adjusters indwell human minds, they bring with
them the mindel careers, the ideal livies, as determined and foreordained
by themselves and the Personalized Adjusters of Divinington, which have
E|IE1|_'iI. vertified h:l.' the Personalized .-’|.||j|:|:1!¢'.r of Lirnten, Thos they begin
work with a definite and predetenmined plan for the intellectual and
spiritual development of their human subjects. but it is not incwmbent
upem any hneerian ||t'i.r|;_' e aceept this plan, You are oll sobpests of
predestination, but it i not forcordained that you most aceept this
divine predestination: you are at full libertv to reject any part or all
af the ‘]];qui_'!lt r'l.q!jl.l.ﬁllrrﬂ' frrOERE. 120K

“The aet is ours, the consequences God's” 12066:19

“anid. | have abaolute confdence in my hqu:nl:.r Father's
overcire: [ am conseerated 1o doing the will of my Father in heaven. [ do
not believe that real harm can EH:f.‘.-l]J e | de not believe that my
lifewaork ean really be jeopardized by anything my enemies might wish to
visit upon me, and surely we have no violence to fear from our friends.
I am abeolutely azzured that the entire universe ia friendly 10 me—
this :|||-J:t|m!:rf:|| teuth 1 insist an believing with o wholehearted trust
in spite of all appearances to the contrary” 1470:1
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STEP 15

EXPERIENCING

ASSURANCE

e are better appreciating
God's ceaseless fostering
of our spiritual growth.
We are becoming more fully
assured of our Father's
unconditional love, and have begun
to experience that inner peace
which passes understanding.

REFEREMNCES:

Muortal man cannot pessibly know the infinitude of the heavenly
Father. Finite mingd cannot think rllml:IFI‘l such an absolute truth or
fact. But this sume finite human being can actually feel —literlly ex-

erience — the full and undiminished 1|!||.|.:|l of such an infinite Father's

IWE. Swch a love can be truly qt]1rri1_q|.rm_|. albeit while L[ua!ilj' of
experience iz unlimited, quantity of euch an experience iz strictly limited
by the human capacity for spiritual receptivity and by the associated
| Fl:l.l'il!_'.' i Lowe the Faiber in reteen, 50024

If mortal man is wholeheartedly spiritually motivated, un-
reecarvidlly ronsecmted o the doine of ihe Father's will. then dincs he is
ao certainly and eo effectively spiritually endowed by the indwelling and
divine A |._|u-!le r, there L.illrll.ri fail to materialize in that It'li]n:lil.ll.ﬂ 5
r_-_1|:||-|':'i.|=r||'|,~ the =ublime conseionsness of kmowing Geod arnd the s rmiel
aseuranee of surviving for the purpese of finding God by the promessive
|1:-.|:|-::ri.|'ul.'v|: -:r[ ].II"'lll.I:II:Iil'Ii,! iore :lIIl.i e ]i]-'.l.‘ |Ii1:||:. 0320

And when such a life of spirit puidanee i freely and intellizently
accepled. there gradually develops within the human mind a positive
conetionzness of divine contact and assurance of spicil communion;
soomer or later “the Spirit bears witness with your sparit (the Adjuster)
that you are a child of God” Already has your own Thought Adjuster
{ualad '.-:m ul vour k.llt-\-lllj:l i Gawd 20 1h_|l ||JI.-' rerirnd lFﬂllE!‘i that the
Enpmt bears witness “with your gpirit,” no1 to your spirit.

The consciousness of the spirit domination of o human life is presently
attended by an mereasing exhibition of the clamcteristics of the {1;:I|r|l
in the life reactions of such a spint-led mortal, “for the fruits of the
spirit are love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meeknes, wral e L] ETE LT T Each H'|1|.r|I arniclest andd oiv Hll""r il lmerinsuted
mortals, while they vet tread the lowly paths of toil and in human
faithfulness perform the duties of their carthly assignments, have already
b to discern thie light= of eternal life s the ¥ gjll:lrl:u-'r o Lhe rlru.wu_'r
shores of another world; already have they besmun 1o comprehend the
I.-e.1.|.|.l:= of that inapiring and l.l.rI!LEI.li'[]ﬂh truth, “The l-.llll_.r]ulll of Gad is
oo meat amd drink but rightesuaness, peace, and oy in the Holy q|r|r|1
And throughout every trial and in the presence of every hardship,
"'\-|||.|.'|| IIIITI:I. I'5|||:|.|'|- HigH "-II"\-t |.|||! l.I. !?'l t!! il I:I'IJJI '|'|-I||1 h. | Nt [{E2H I."tHE"h J.I.I. fk‘ ar
becanze the love of God is shed abroad in all hearts by the presence
of the divine Spirit 381:35

If any man chooges to do the divine will, he shall know the
way of truth. 1118:31
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"'{'.-l_:ru_':-l_-.rrrill"l_l: the hil‘lgﬂn]]] and FOur nEsurance of Ecc._l-]fp[[lllﬂl"
by the heavenly Father, let me axk whan Bather among you whio is a worthy
amd kinmdbeseted Gatlier would L‘.I!'I:F his =60 in anxiety or sapspenise T
garding his status in the Gumily or his place of security in the affections
of his father's heart? Do vou carth father: take pleasure in torturing your
athilidren with |:|:||.|'L-erL:|i.||1._'r abost their p]a-:u: uruhidinﬂ Eﬂﬂ:ill]"l.luf hinrrean
hearte? Neither does your Father in beaven leave his faith childeen of
the spirit in doobtful uneertainty oz to their position in the Kingdom.
I you receive Gol as Yioir Father. then smdeed and in trath ane Yol
the sons of God. And if yon ane sons, then are you seeuns in thee position
anil :1|::|t|.|JjJ||_fI of all that coneerns eternal amnid 1:;i1.iltl: mn_:h:i]:.." Tiv =01

“Come, therefore, all you who Inbor and are heavy laden, amd
e ahiall finad rest for YEHar sonls. Take i yon the divine }'{1h:. amil
won will |:;r¢||-|'1'i|-.r||::|_-. the presiuce ol God, which JrakELs all L1]1(]m'ﬁ[ilr|1|it|;.l:l

1627:31

And Jesus said to Thomas: *Your assurmnee thal Vi have
entered into the kingdom family of the Father, and that yon will eternally
survive with the children of the kingdom, is wholly a matter of persenal
|'::n:'|:u':ri1,'|||'|-.— laith in the word of I:ml:ﬂ. Sl.lil"jlllill assnLnee b5 ek 1!I:|IIi'|-"i.’I|.'|:I|1
of your personal religious experience in the elemal realities of divine
truth and is otherwise equal to your intelligent understanding of truth
reanlities ]:.[u::- YORIF ::];.iri1|_|.'|| fasth aml manus your homeest dloalsts” 161202

When my children onee become self-conscions of the assumne:
of the divine presence, such a faith will expand the mind, ennoble the
=omil, einforee thie |\l_'11;|'||:i||i_|_}'1 pugmment b hiprpiness, :[H!IM.’I] the Epiril
perception, and r.nLanm the power to love anc‘ b Towesll. 176006

"lrm:.' words ahide in you il Vo are rovinndled o doe the will of
my Father, then are vou truly my disciples. You shall know the truth,
anl the teuth alall pske ikl feee” | TR0

OTHER SELECTTONS:

42: 36 to 42 [Tniellectunl selfceonesiosenees . spiritwal ffoves)
L0001 D0E:2  Theere are. -, peclection attainmaent.

TRIE:20 o L1127 {1 ASSUHANCES OF FAITH)

F2RAT o L1 ATF yois ... oee refised. )

LGOE:E e 43 (5. THE DISCOURSE 0N ASSURANCE)

IA41:12 ta Tddd (3. THE S0P AT RAMAH)

FEDA=5"tn 13 (“You have o e NABIEE wailel")

LHOE:T b 11 (T FOU o YT samds)

a3 o B (e not. - of men. )
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SIEP 16

DEEDENING

FELLOWSHIP

e are sharing our
spiritual lives more fully
with each other. We are
growing more unified in friendship
and increasingly appreciate, enjoy,

respect, trust and rely on each other.

#’I—

BREFERENCES:
These are the angels who seek to divest the associations of
intelligent beings of all antificiality while endeavoring to facilitate the
interassociakien of will ereatures on a basis of real se |f underst: lluhtllf
and genuing mutunl i|r|]:-n:'|:i._a|:in_t|1. 432:-32

Intellectually, socially, and spiritually two moral creatures do
not merely double their personal putentials of universe achievement by
partnership technique; t Ehi v more nearly quadrople their attainment
anil arc F:rl]ltﬂlclmll it I.III‘--\.ll.IJ]JIH'-l HEH A S

And of all forms of evil, none are more destruetive of perconality
staius than be travi al of teust aed ligloy: |.|l'|- [0 (neE's fll]]fld]!!L friends. In
|_|_|:||||1|.|.II!||:||_ this deliberte =i, L.llh;_ veliin =0 r4_'|r|1'|1||_ I|_-|'.- |]1x|!||:rt|-'|_:| las
personality that his mind has never since been able Fully 1o regain
it equilibrinm. 754:2H

Spiritual prowth is mutually stimulated by intimate association
with other religionists, 10947

Happiness and jov tnke orgin in the inner Bife. You connot
expericnee teal joy all by yourself. A solitary life is fatal to happiness.
Fa'-i']l Eil.ll];!i'.'.‘h ill“l :“”il.“"‘ 'l'a;li '.!El.ji:'_'l Iirl' (}[8 )] ]f |t||'_'¢' H]liln! .I[ “illl
athiers. 1220-25

Personality cannot very well perform in isolation. Man is
irmetely sl erentures he is I:EllrIIJI:I_IIt il b the eraving of belongingness,
It i= literally true, “No man lives unto himself” 1237:33

Sometimes Thomas would gel permission from Andrew o go
T Doy himesell for oo day or twas, Bul e soon leamed that =uch @ coursse
was not wiee: he early found that it was hest, when he was downhearted,
o =tick close o his work and o remain near lis associetes, 156238

Many noble human i||||:lu]=-sr.e- die beepuee there is no one to
]ll =T [I:II‘ IrC #* :'«I.III 'H."-Il.l‘ll ]rul'l. |1 |." tHFI. I.':'.HHi !’Ur fran ik I.II." |.||:||:|1 qll]ll.l"'
il ST ul e g reibaom sl i cerbin anpoant of Aprpre mation are essenlial
to lil-. development of human character, Without the genuine love of a
hJHIJI". | [N 1'E|.i.f|| [E={ N} ili:h.il"l-'l' lI:I'. E“I.I. 1!"“1:]“].'“]&“1. '“r |||.|rJI|.i|| E'Ili.:lrili:l.l'!r. e E
Lf all ocial relations caleulated 1o develop character, the most effective
and ideal is the affectionate and understanding friendship of man and
warmmiin i the ot ] emhree of illh'-”iﬂl"lll wadllock. 1775:43
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|':'|.'|.:1'11.' human being sooner or later avauires o certain corce pl
of thiz world ond 3 certsan visien of the next, Now it 15 -Im_q_:,i:]_-,j.._ |;|||_-|:|||:_I_Iil
prersonlity asseeiation, to unite these views of temporal existence and
=ti=rnal prispeeis. Thus adoes the mind of one amurment s spiritua! wvaliee
by gaining much of the insivht of the mhber In this way, men enrich
the soul by pooling their respective spiritoal fmssr:sniﬂn:i. Likewist,
in this same way, man iz embled o avaid tha VEr-presenl tendesey
to fall victim to distortion of vizion, prejudice of viewpoint, and narmow-
ness of _'|||.|J|-_f|:|:|E|:l1.. Fear, EHVY, and conceit can e '|'_|n_"..'1_=j:||,|:|;|; urﬂ}' by
intimate contact with otlwer noineds, 1776:12

laolation tends to exhaust the energy charge of the soul.
Associntion with one’s Tellows is essential to the renewal of the zest for
life and i= indispensable to the maintenance of the courage to fight those
lusttles I'\I:H:IHI'\':EI.H'J:II. el the aseent 1o the ]]iphu:]’ levels of liman ]j‘-"iilllf_'.-
Frin:m]sh_il:l enfinnoes the ju:.'x anud :_r]l.lr]!'im- the 1ri1|:r|]:||'|$ ol life. Loving
and intimate human associations tend to mb suffering of its sormow andd
hanlship of much of its bitterness. The presence of a friend enhances
all ]'_.l:,iml:.' amd exalis every goodness. 1776:25

Personality association and mutual affection is an effivient
insurance aginat evil. Difficulties. sorrow, disappointment, and defeal
Are TmHare Fu_i_nfu] anid dighesrtening when hornee alome. Association daoes
uot transmute evil into righteousness, but it does aid in greatly lessening
the sting. Said your Master, “Happy are they who moum” —if a frend is
at hand 1o comfort. There is ||-c|u5li1.':: aln:ug[h in the kﬂm&'lt‘.l‘]g‘c that youl
live for the welfare of others, and that these others likewise live for your
welfare and advancement. Man languishes in isolation. 177637

COTHER SELECTIOMS:

14125 1o 6 [Mathematics, maleriol. .. mechonistic cosmelogy )
27817 o 36 (6. Concilietar .. of athers)
2E3A0 1o 24 [Mortals come .. .on Parlise.)
49838 10 AT (There fs.. Jormer eskates, )
SE6:A5 1o 44 (N koL cand Goed-dinding: )
555:30 10 39 (Even as. .. loo arl‘Jﬂll"l_:r-_l
T54:25 o 31 [In all...its equilibrom. )
Th3zke 1o W (Primitive boman.oongry sk |
108841 1o 45 1'I"'I||_-,!T-'h-||.1. ..|II:|.|11 F-:Ilrm‘n'liip.]
L0920 ja 16 [There 5., oternas] aalvagiei. |
14200006 io 47 (At the ... for it}

1424:15 to 24 (The Son. .. oml imosnral. )
142727 1o 32 (O thds, .. poblic minisicy, )
1477:1 1o T (Mathematics nsserts, .. ils paris)
155539 to 43 (That evening...are one)
1590200 10 1592:14 (5, SPIRITUAL UNITY]
16:25:34 to 45 (And this... honest opiniens. )
L658:T 1o 13 (Each of .. .question hours.)
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TG 6 g 200 Aloat this. . his own, )

1712= t 2 | T 1 H“Iu- I"l!liil-'_'l-im- o cdiverealiel minasinn e |
ITHZEE i DTHETD (“The Father. ool thean™)

1764 1o BT { Thus did. ool sesgeanee, |

170028 0o AT [ Jesns went. .. world-wisle leothierhoml. |
LRSS 1o R (Aler Jesus, ., the haoneT)

G20t 27 (I s amed repechersibl,

ISR a2 o [R2R0 602 EARLY HOME LIFE)

LU B0 bie B | Juadan Al . 0f _11".“31.]-

HEHEE2 b 35 (Have Faith.. . with ysu)

2UNS2Y e B | Penmbieened wils. .. v e L:|l|H||.:|
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STEP 17

SERVING

OTHERS

e are working together
more earnestly to serve
our fellows in lasting

ways, recognizing that we thus
serve and honor our Father

n heaven.

REFERENCES:

Oune of the most important lessons W be learned during your
muortal career is feamwork.... Few are the duties in the universe Ili‘nr the
Ione servant. The hif__jilﬁ.‘]’ vou aseend the more lomely you berome when
temporurily without the association of your fellows. 312:10

Service — purposeful serviee, not slavery — is productive of the
I]ig]',ll"_.l-l satisbuetion and i= expressive of the divinest d'@ii‘l}'. Service —
mare service, incregsed service, difficult service. adventurous service,
and at last divine and perfect service—is the goal of time and the
destination of space. But ever will the play cyeles of time alternate with
the serviee cyeles of progress. 316:23

When the -!I|:I:i'["i‘tllE] tests ol i_l:'rwllurm are |:i_|_'r:|.| the maoral
elements are not disregarded, but the quality of unselfishness revealed
i disinterested Lubor for the welfare of one’s earthly fellows, particularly
worthy beings in need and in distress, that is the real measure of planetary
greatness, 317:5

You will learn that you increase your burdens and decrease the
likelihood of suceess by taking yoursell too seriously. Nothing can take
recedence over the work of your statnz sphere — this world or the next,
E'ﬂ:}' inportant is the work of preparation for the next higher sphere,
but nuthing equals the importance of the work of the world in which
¥ou ate aﬂuaf]_\' living. But though the work is important. the self
15 noL. When you feel important. you lose energy to the wear and tear
of ego digmity so that there is little energy left to do the work. Seli-
impartance, not work-importance, exhausts immature creatures: it is the
self element that exhaus=ts, not the effort to achieve. You can do impr_l-]".lant
work if you do not become self-important: you can do several things
as easily as one if you leave yoursell out. 555:38

And when a human being does find God, there is experienced
within the soul of that I:I!!ill{_!' sueh an indeseribable restlesness of
lri.u]ll.pll in ||i.ue:||1'|-r_l.' that he is 'imp-u]]ed o seek III'I.'iIIlrFI service-contact
with his less illuminated fellows, not to disclose that he has found
Gaml, but rather to allow the overflow of the 'h'EEEi“g-“Il of eternal
poodness within his own soul 1o refresh and ennobile his fellows, Beal
religion leads to increased social service. 1121:42

“Alwave remember thut God does not reward moan for what he
does hut for what he is; therefore should you extend help w your fellows
without the t]]l:|=|I|_l.h1 aof rewards. Do E-I_'Hjlj witlioust lhm:ght of benefit
tin the seli” 1452:31
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The Master fully realized that certain social results would appear
in the world a3 a consequence of the spread of the gospel of the king-
dom; but he intended that all such desirahile social manifestations should
appear as unconscious and inevitable outgrowths, or natural fruits, of this
mner persnl experience of individual believers, this purely s irataeal
fellowship and communion with the divine spint which iltujh't'[illﬁ arud
activates all such believers. 1865:6

“To EVETY 14 who has, more ghall he given, and he shall hawve
absmndanee: bot from Bim who has not, even that which he has shall
he taken away. You canned stanad =il i the affairs of the stermal J-'.il!l;._-
dom. My Father requires all his children e grow in grace and in a
knowledus of the truth, You who Koow these truths must }':iF!I'] 1he
in:rn:,u_-st.nf I:]m [m'itu r_lr l:];l_- I,'[_liril! anil manifest e III'IIH'iIt_I_l: |Jl.-e'.-'u1.i.1.l|:|
to the unselfish serviee of your fellow servants, And remember that,
inasmuch as yvou minister to one of the least of my brethren, you have
done this serviee to me,” 191727

Jesus tanght that service to one’s fellows is the highest concept
of the brotherhosad ol spicit believers Salvation should be taken for
granted by those who believe in the fatherhood of Gaed. The believer's
chief concern shoulid not be the selfish desire for |_u_‘-n-'|:L1:|:|| snlvatinm
but rather the unzellizh orge o leve and, therelisre, serve ome's fellows
even 4z Jesus loved and served mortal men. 200 7:21

In winnine =ouls for the Master, it is not the first mile of
1‘_|'_||'|_1'|'_|l;j_|:5i..|r1'|1 1‘||_|¥:1.' ot ecomvention that will trenslorm oman and his woeld,
but rather the second mile of free service and hiberty-loving desvotion
that Beetokens the Jesnsonin rve-.:u:El.i.rl;_f forth to prasp his birosther in love
and sweep him on under spiritual maidance toward the higher and divine

al of mortal existence. Christianity even now willingly poes the fim
mile, hut mankind lamgruizlee= anel stunbiles :|.||:-r|;-_' in the moral dorkness
becanse there are so few genuine second-milens —so few professed followers
of Jesus who really live and love as he tanght his disciples w live and
love and serve.

The call 1o the adventure of El-u;iln:l_i_ng o mewe mond tranaforemed lineman
gociely by means af the .-|Ji|:ilu.a] rebirth of Jesus' bmotherhossd of the
kingdom should thrill all who believe in him as men have not Been stirred
gince the days when they walked about on earth as his companions
i the flesh, 200327

OTHER SELECTIONS:

fifizl in 45 [ The t'llljhl“l_'.'...l|||1|lr|;|l'[_\' SEEY IR, ]
6F:5 10 B (God is, e and superheman, |

193:1 1 tar 31 { Morality enn. .. Fother's will.)

2452 tn 10 (Mighty Messengers. .. actual rebellion.)
2T4:28 10 35 i The satisfying. .. universe realities.”)

a2

27T iy 2HLE | Those morials. .. Es others. |

31 el b 31730 (5. The ."!:I'Jfll"ﬂ:]'_‘!r mavrvival chosicier b
#3136 {The entire. . .of progression.)

SeE] o B (Efor decs.. intelligent efFnrt)

TOREET L 4o 23§ Mysticism, ... H|:|i bl spenrichiment. )

(R TR TN | lE]:l“' [Eullulil.lllur}-' AN 18 d}'rlumir’.l
P20zl o 31 (You must. . oniversal duty.)

PR30 b F2RSA (4 THE FINITE (20018

Td63:12 1 21 ["-’Lr'll! B .. infdeseevel ll:rl|l;|||i]|-l-|."]

(BT RS LR TR e ] iEw.'r_\'l.lnl: whis, .. lellow men. |

16520 b 30 [ Here in ... thedr homes. |

1750 o 18 (Ta the .. divine spieit”)

160534 pe bl | Hie paxt. . sscial service)

16SAz18k e AT (1 THE FEAST OF SPIRITUAL GOOENESS)
172724 tw 30 |]J|.|::~|-J|hil|g|}' I['u.-rl.'.-.l:lr mes |

17016k b 45 [ As the. .. h.irb,‘l_lr]nm buaileder. )

176w 177 1:13 (5, THE POSITIVE NATURE OF JESLS BRELIGIEY)
186211 v 38 (1t therelore. . ..‘\-]I"irl-l.l.rﬂl. allaimamenis, |

PEGED to 20 {(When IJ|.|::.'...II1:-.i: brethiren.

1883:23 to S (And noww .. Tecr liviog )

TS0 1o 20 (3, PARABLE OF THE TW SOMNS)

1924 Tt TOE2:2T (L DMSODURSE (8 SONSHIP AND CITIZENSHIF)
TRARER to 14022 I like. o Damsd ."illppl'r.:l

1OET =20 1 30 t-‘ullllllul_'.]l these ...zl l'tl'rﬂ;l_'..l

FRLH:A5 10 200918 (00 millieas. . do likew e, )

HSTE2] 1o 30 ("] badde .. yoo. Furewell )
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SIED 18

SHARING

OUR SPIRITUAL EXDERIENCE

e more willingly accept
our obligation and
privilege to help share

the good news, and are striving to
carry this knowledge of God’s love
to our fellows.




REFERENCES:

Hlliriillu! development lll'!'pi‘!llllﬁ-,. firat, om the mainienane: of o
living spiritual connection with true spiritual forces and, second., on the
eontinuons hearing of spiritual froi: yielding the ministey to one's fellows
of that which hus been veceived fooomn one's 5|-'L|'i1ua| Leneficiom. 109533

*“Let me emphatically state this eternal truth;: If you, by truth
eoordination, learn o exemplify in your lives this beantiful wholencss of
righteousness, vour fellow men will then seek after you that they may gain
what you have so acquired. The measure wherewith truth seckers are
drawn 14 ¥ TI:[III‘.‘!E!:IL’E ||:|.-|= mhesaare of FOLE truth l-:ill]l:r'l-.'nh.-J]l_. your
righteousness. The extent to which you hive to go with your message to the
people is, in @ way, the measure of your failure to live the whole or
rightesus life, the truth-co-ordinated lifel 17260:16.

“Are you fearful, soft, and ease-secking? Are you afraid to trust
vour Tuture in the hands of the God of trath, whose sons you are? Are
vou distrustful of the Father, whose children you are? Will you go back
to the easy path of the certainty and intellectual settledness of the
relision of trditional antharity, or will you gied yoorselves to go forward
with me into that uncertain and tronhlons future of peocliming the new
truths of the religion of the spirit, the kingdom of heaven in the hearts
of men?” 1730;16

“If any man would come after me, let him disregard himeelf,
take up his responsibilities daily, and follow me. For whosoever would
savee his lifie selfishly, shall lonse it, but whosoever loses his life for my
aake and the gospel’s. shall save it. What does it profita man to gain the
whaslee world s lose his own soul? What would a man Ei.'-"l.' n i::l:l:h:ll'tj_.'.'l:
for eternal life? Be not ashamed of me and my words in this sinful and
hypocritical generation, even as [ will not be ashamed to acknowledue
your when in glory I aprpesLE befare my Father in the presenc of all the
eelestiol hosts” 1760:17

Remember thal you are commissioned to preach this gospel of
the ]-;ingdr_lm... thi= SupTEm e alesine to o the Fathers h"tlh:mtplm. with the
supreme joy of the faith realization of sonship with God —and you must
nol il i :|||:r'[||:ir|f_: to divert yirur devotion 1o this one l.II.lI:}'. Lex all
nln.l'_l]-i]nl:l ]:Il:'l'_“_'[:il j.l'l'_lTll |h.|_" I:,I'I'f‘_.l_'ﬂ-l,:l'«'r II{ }'IIII' Ii:l\:irll;! I'|-|JE|.'||.|JHI Jliitl.l""-‘lf_'f.
enlightening intellectual communion. and uplifting sorial service; b
none of these humanitanan labors, oer all of them, should be |'H!T.|I'li.|:!€:|']
to take the place of proclaiming the ﬁ'(HE]'.IL‘L These mighty ministrations
are the social by-products of the still more mighty and sublime mini-
almations and trapsformotions w;|'|_'||_||1_l|pl: in the heart of the kiugl!mﬂ
belicver by the living Spirit of Truth and by the personal realization that
the faith of o spirit-borm man confers the assumnee of li:'-'lth_; fEl.l.f.lh‘ﬁ]!ip

with the wternnl God. 1931:0

b

You are not to be passive mystics or colorless asceties; vou
shvuld net beeome drenmers and drilfers, .:_upjm:ll,- trustiner in o fietitious
Providence to provide even the necessities of life, You are indeed to be
gentle in your dealings with erring mortals, patient in your intercourse
with immorant men, and forbearing under provoeation; but vou are also
1o be valiznt in defense of righteousness, mighty in the promulgation of
truth, and apmessive in the preaching of this gospel of the kingdom,
even 1o the ends of the earth. 1931:36

[y mant ﬂ:l]‘gl:‘t that you are commissioned to mo forth I'.Ii‘vl'ull:lllil'l"'
only the peod news. You are not to attack the old AL skillfully
4y prut the leaven of new trath in the midst of the ald IH_-Ii;-{t', Lot the Si:liri-l
of Truth do his owm work. Let controversy come only when they whe despise
the truth force it upon you, But when the willful unbeliever attacks Fo,
do not hesitate to stand in vigorous defenze of the truth which has sayed
and sanctified you. 1932:12

“Go, then, into all the world proclaiming this gospel of the

fatherlood of God and the brotherhood of men o all nations and mees
ind ever be wise in your choice of methods for presenting the sood news
to the different roces and tribes of menkind, reely vou have received
this gospel of the kingdom, amd you will freely i_l.,iw:-lh-n: o] mwes 1 all
mations. Fear not the resistance of evil, for | am with vou always, even
to the end of the apes, And my peace 1 leave with you?” 2042:8

T Philip he said, “Philip, do you obey me?™ IPhilip answered,
*Yoz, Lord, T will uhey you cven with my life” Then aaid Jesus: “1f vou
would obey me, go then intoe the lands of the gentiles and proclaim this
ﬁ:ﬁlw,l. The ]'.lanI]IELﬁ have tald vou that to ahey s better than to sacafice,

¥ faith have you become a God-knowing kinrdom son. There is but one

law b obey — that is the comaanid o go forth proclaiming the moapel of
the kingdom. Cease to fear men; be unafraid 1o preach the gl|||:i news of
etermal life to your fellows whe languish in darkness and huneer for the

light of truth?” 2049:110
OTHER SELECTIONS:
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STEP 19

LOVING

EACH OTHER

e are increasingly

valuing others as beloved

sons and daughters of
God, and are striving to love each of
them as does our Father in heaven,

REFEREMCES:

These high levels of human living arc attained in the supreme
love of God and in the unselfish love of man. If you love your fellow
ek, ¥OU sl hivve diseovered their values, Jesus loved men 20 much
hLT.n:'ﬂ-' he placed such a high value npon them. You can best discover
|,-|;|_|j:'l- 1M ¥ORIT ass00 il ||'|. iz |1'.*1'r|:|ln' their motivation. If some ane
irritates vou, epnses fee ||_r|m1 of mezentment, you =houkl ‘1_'|-|:I:Ijh']1.|'|E I:]l:'JLUT
aeck 10 discern his vie wpoint, his reasons for such ohjectionahle conduct.
1E o yiKa nniberatamd YEMIE netirlalsor, Yo will hecome tolermant, and this
toleranee will L ik rnq'mls'h:]a amnd ripen ints love, LW i

You cannot truly love your fellows by a mere act of the will. Love
'b |_||;||1. ]Jrll[I nf 1h1rn|1llr|1lr\-:ri||l= ||r|1||*|:~!.1||.|]iull’ of 1.||l||.' r||'i'l,.il|.|l:l]'15 !I]lil1i.'-'L'E
anl sentliments. It is not B0 |_|1:|]mr|1||1| 1o low el men tsday as it
ia that each day you leam to love one more human being, IF each day
or each week i ac hiewve an aralerstionding ool oeve vore of Youir fellows,
anel i thiz is the limit of your ability, then yvou are ¢ |-'rl.|.|||]1. ‘-III.'IEI]:I:'.II'II_
and truly spiritualizing your pe muuht} Love is infeetions, and when
human devotion is |r|11_']|:|ln|'1||: ard wige, love is more ¢ .lti‘l]]!tg than hate,
Huat |_||:||l, penuine and 1||1=.1']{|:-]1 luves is Bruly contagions, If each mortal
coulid |:-r||l. bsecome a foews of l'|.'| namie affection, this heniam virs of love
wonld soon prrve ade the sentimental eantion-steeam of humanity 1o such
an extent that all ewilization would be ene 1I-I:II.EL1!¢:H"|] bv lowe, wied that
would be the realization of the brotherhood of man, 1098:28

Fwve ry 1_||;|r|l=' T I§|:||1'|I|.|.||| ion harnsem F\JIFrI.I.-'J'II.'\Il.-'. l“..ﬁ‘p!] o per-
-qr|:|||||_'|._ |-. i |:|1: ans to an end. Every true n-f.l.lmn-:||||| of mortal man
with ether persons —human or divine —is an end in i=ell, 1228:16

Jesus |'|5|t||ru|11.-' loved his preoples be Loved his family, and this
natural affection had been tremendously angmented by his extraondinary
devotion to them. The more fully we bestow ourselves Upom our fellows,
the more we come to love them: and sinee Jesus sl given himself so
fu]]x o leis :r-JJHlI-'r he loved them with o great amd fervent allestion.
1419:11

The dl'ur]]:l-Jl’.h EH[‘h‘ learmed that the Master bad o |:H:'|:rf|.'rlllll|
respect amd sympathetic vegard for every human being he met, aml they
Wi I;]'J':||11'|:|d||||:'-'|}' i1|||1rt'.=c=|'-|! |I_'| thiis vinifoem wd l.I.II".':!I'_l.'jl:I;{l!lilllﬁi.iil."r'..l.l.i.l:nl'.l
which he so consistently gave to all sorts of men, women, and children.
He would panse in the midst of a profound disconrse that be might po
ot in the roacd :-']:u':hl'-c pod cheer 1o @ passing woman laden with
her burden of body and sool. He would intermpt a serions conference
with hix .I.ihchllll‘-- 1 freternize with an ||I!rIlIJ||]|.., cluld, "'Jlllhlll'f OV
seemed 5o ||:|:|||-|:|r|,.||1:|l; o Jesns as the dndividend fornn who 1|:I.'1:Iif‘~l il
1 b in his immediate presence. 15454460
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From the Sermon on the Mount to the diseourse of the Last
Supper, Jesus taught his followers to manifest fatherly love rather than
brotherly love. Brotherly love would lwve vour neighbior as you love
yourself, and that would be adegquate fulfillment of the “wolden rule!”
But f‘.alheri_'r' affection would redLire that your should love your felline
mortals s Jesus loves you.. oA father’s affection can attain levels of
devotion that immessurably transeend a brother’s affection. 1573:10

“You well know the commandment which directs that you love
one another: that you love vour neighbor even as yoursell. But 1 am not
wholly satisficd with even that sincere devotion on the part of my
children. I would have you perform stll greater acts of [ove in the
kingdom of the believing brotherhood, Aned so 1 give you this new com-
mandment: That you love one another even as 1 have loved you, And by
this will all men know that you are my disciples if you thus love one
another?” 194:4:25

In the kingdom of the believing brotherhood of God-knowing
trutls lovers, this wlelen rulie takes on living 1||::|.|i.li|-:'- of spiritual realiza-
tion on those higher levels of interpretation which enuse the mortal sons
of God o view this injunction u:-i;I the Master as requiring them so 10
relate themzalvi= o their Tellows hn !hq:}' will eeceive 1he hl.i'!_ljlﬁl-‘l
possible good 8= g result of the believer’s contact with them, This i=
the essence of true religion: that you love your neighbor as yourself.
1950:12
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STEP 20

LOVING

e are coming to know

and love Jesus, and our

friendship with him
increasingly gives our lives energy,
enthusiasm, warmth and purpose.

HREFERENCES:

T our nniverse and all its inhabited worlds the Sovereign Son
is, to all [Fr.il'l'tl.‘.'.i] intents and PUFpHECE, God. 367-5

Though the Spirit of Truth is poured out upen all fesh, this
sparit of the Son is almest wholly limited in function and power by man's
personal reception of that which constitutes the sum and substance of
the mizsion of the bestowal Son. 37936

Even on Urantia, these seraphim teach the everlasting truth:
I youer awn mind does not serve you well, vou can |:-:1,1"J]u:|:|'|_!|- it for the
mind of Jesus of Nazareth, who always eerves you well. 553:46

Jesus was the perfectly unified human personality. And today,
az i Lalilee, he continues to unify mortal experience and o coordinate
human endeavors. He unifies life, ennobles chamcter, and sumplifies
£X e rience. He enters the human mind to clevate, tranaform, end trans-
figmire: at. It is literally true: “If any man has Christ Jesns within him, he
15 4 new creatures old things are passing away; behold, all things are
IH:l.'m:u.i.rlf_: mews TI0E:2T

Jerus was and is the new and living way wherehy man ean come
into the divine inheritance which the Fathier has decreed shall be his
for Dt thee iI:-k'i]]:_Fl. 1113258

Jesus made it plain that he had come to establish personal
ctermal relations with men which slowld Girever tilke |'|;|'r'~r_p'-|'|¢:||_|-u aver all
otleer hinman relationships, 15%3:38

On both friends and foes he exercised a strong and peculiarly
.[:J.‘ul.'iuil.lill-[_f, inflnence, Multitwdes would follow him for weeka, just to hear
I !_'J'q'li.!i.l.'ll.l‘% '|'Hi||'1!.‘| :|.I|:! Bkl s uim'r_.[r: |i_F|'_ ]Je:wsll-.l:l TINEED ._q||_|] WOIENEn
loved Jesus with a well-nigh superhuman affection, And the better they
knew him the: momne I|!|.4:_'g-' lowesl Bin. And all thiz is still trie: sven trday
anel i all future ages, thie more man comes to konow this God-man, the
more he will love aodd follow after him. 1672-148

Thes: pentiles were not afraid of Jesus: they dored o aceept his
ANLEREHIE, All down |-|:Ir'I1L[_',J! the A= e have nod besn unable to com-
prehend Jesus: they have been afraid o, 1736:13

Jesus is the spiritual lens in human likeness which makes visible
1o the materal creature him who is invisible, He is your elder brither
whae, in the flesh, makes Enown to ¥ He:ill_u of infinite attribintes
whom oot even the celestial hosts can presume fully o undierstand.
But all of this must consist in the JremEDRA "'xi””i”"”‘ of the andividund
beltever, 1B5T:20




N et abade in me, and ©in you; the branch will die if it i=s
separated from the vine. As the branch cannot bear fruit except it
abides in the vine, so neither can you vielid the froits of lisving service
except vou shide in me. Remember: [ am the real vine, and you e the
i]'l-'!!!j, hl‘.illl ‘s, He sohvs lives inmome, and Dio hio, wil] bear moeh Sra of
the spint and ui]:n:num.' the supreme jov of vielding this spiritoal

harvest. If you will maintain this living spiritual connection with me, you
will Bedr abansdant [t |r}||L| ahicle i e amd my words live in Y1, YU
will bee able to commune freely with me, and then can my living spirit
g0 infuse you that you may ask whatsoever my spirit wills .|ml do all this
with the assucance thal the Father will rrtnl s onr [||=|_:||:||:|:||. 19:45:31

Christianity has indeed done a great service for this world, but
whliil i= now r|:|||~|l needed s Jesus, The woeld needs 1o sec Jesus living
mumin an earth in the experience of spint-born mortals who effectively
n'mul the Master to all men. Tt is futile to talk about 3 revival of
|:|:r|||||1.l'n- rlrrlhllumh' Yo F{RFEL L1 furwanl rmlla hl‘ll']’l_" 1.n|1 f|n1| Yirars
selves. Modemn eultane must lwwml: spiritually huplu.ﬁl with a new
revelation of Jesus' life and illuminated with a new understanding of his
gl:l*-p-l] of etermal salvation. Aod when Jesus becomes thos Lified 1 l1es
will droow all men e kimzell. lesos” dise |'|1I|_-. shaonld he more tham
eonqueners, even overflowing sources of inspiration and enhanced living
tor all meen. 2H4:2

Your learn abaout Gaodd Trom Jeans by observing the divinity of his
life, not by depending on his b qle'h1:|:|,:=L From the life of the Master
you may each assimilate that concept of Cod which represents the measure
of YOl l.l|.|..1| ity o perceive realilies spiribual amd divine, truths real
amd eternal. The finite mm niver |1r|]:||,= 1k n;'-|15|1'|:|r4,=]1.: nd the Infimite ex-
cept az the Infinite waz focalized in the time-space personality of the
finite EXEerience of the laeman life of Jesns of MNazaretl.

Jesus well knew that God cane bee koown only Iy the realities of
expericnees; never can he be understood by the mere teaching of the
mind. Jesus 11||I|_|'|I luis .|||l|~|I|1"1 tluit, wlile l]ll"- nemvier ol [II”'-' inacler
stannd Lol thsy could most certamly Gooe him, even as they hud Enown
the Son of Man. You can know God. not by IJI]Iil.I‘F-[J:l'IllI[I" what Jesns
sancl, Bt ]:I'| Knowing what Jesus was. Jesns wns a r-e".-1'|.|tll.|u il L,

| 8586

T “follow Jesus” means to personally share his rt'h;_,mlm faith
atd o enter into the -p]]'!l: oof the Master's lifie |.l!l unselfish servies for man.
Chive oof the most |r|1]:4:-r|.|||1 Il|.|r|ll:-. in humam 11\||1l! i= tor fied aod what
Jeans believed, 1 diseover his |r|:"L| and to strive {rlT the weliievement
of his exalted life priarpusse. U all boosrae Koo lede, that which i of

preateat valuse is to know the religious life of Jesus and how he lived
il 2=
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s a result of sincerely

striving to live these

principles of the spiritual
life, we are growing in our
knowledge, love and worship of the
heavenly Father, the Source of that
infinite love which created and ever
sustains us.

REFERENCES:

The enlightened words all recognize and worship the Universal
Father, thee etermal maker and infinite upholder of all creation. The
will creatures of nniverse upon wmiverse bave embarked upon the oo,
long Paradize journey, the fascinating struggle of the eternal adventure
of attaiming God the Father. The transcendent poal of the children of
time 1= to find the eternal Gaad, 1o r'|:-r|1]a-rr:h4':|:r] the divine nature, fo
recogmize the Universal Father. God-knowing creatures have only one
supreme ambition, Just oo consumang desire, ond that @5 to become,
18 1.|.I!‘:|' are in their spheres, like him as he i= in his Pasodise la-a_-r[c'l_'1i_1:||:|
of personality and in his universal sphere of righteons supremacy. From
the Universal Father who inhabits |:||-rr||'|::|.' thoere has pone forth the
supreme mandate, “Be YLl J:ll.'l'l-l:ill. aven a5 | am perlect” In love and
merey Lhe TIEEEETIZITS af Paradi=e lave carcied this divine exhoriation
down through the ages and out through the universes, even 1o such
lowly animal-urigin ereatures as the human saees of Urntia, 21:21

The Universal Father never i||||:||,|51_'$ nny form of arbitrary
recognition, formal worshin, or slavish seevice et the ir|11_']]:ilr;l,';|:|: will
creitures of the nniverses, The |-'l.l:r||:|lim|.1r_'. inhabitants of the world of
time and space muost of themselves —in their own hearts — recognize,
bove, and voluntarily worship him, The Creator refuses b corree or compel
the submizsion of the spiritual free wills of his matenal creatures. 'IEh.:
affectionate dedication of the human will to the deing of the Father's
will is roams chodesa ,‘.'ifl 1o el I f:h!t, such & ronserniliion of creatare
will comnstitutes man's I.IIII:‘.' Erl.l:-r-]hlr' gift of true walue to the Paradise
Father. In God. man lives, moviss, and has his ]:||_-i||i_l-_ there is r|-:_|.|hir|E
which i = wivie b G exeept this |‘|I.|.-u.-\.i|||3 tix-sthacle by the Father's
will, und snch decisions, effecte I:l_'. the intelligent will creatures of the
universes, constitute the reality of that troe 1.».':::]'_-'.|1i|| wliich is s sulpslyinr
to the lovesdominated nature of the Creator Father, 22:32

Notwithstanding that God is an cternal power, a majestic
presence, a tranzcendent ideal, ond a {_!Iuriuu_-. spirit, thongh he is all
these and infinitely more, nonetheless, he is truly and everlastingly a
]14:1'I£:|'1 Creator personality, o prrEon who can “know anml be known,™
who can “love and be loved,” and one who ean befriend ws: while vou
can be known. as other hiomans have been known. as the friend of God.
2826

After all, the greatest evidenee of the goodness of God and the
supreme meazon for loving him is the indwelling gift of the Father—
the Adjuster who se patiently awaits the hoor when vou bath shall be
cternally minle one. Though yon cannot find God by searching, if von
will submit to the |1!;3|]i]]![ of the indwelline 5P:i:rjl. vou will be un-
erringly guided. step by s e, life by Tife, 1|1:|'|:II.I_:_EE umniverse EEfHHT T VTR,
amd mpe by e, until you finally stand in the presence of the Paadise
personality of the Universal Father. 39:20
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_Our Father is not in hiding: he is not in arbitmrey seclusion. He
has wmsbilized the resourees of divine wisdom in g ne-:.._...mdi"}_.: effort
to reveal himself to the childeen of his universal domains, There i=
an infinite |!_I'.|I:|1|Hur amil an i|||-:x|rn-'_.-:ii]1||:. reeroaily connected with the
mapely of hiz love which causes him l-:'_'rq:.-.-nm for the psacintion: of
every ereated being who can comprehend, love, or approaeh himg amd it
[EN lill'.mfurli_. the limitation: inherent o vou, inseparable from your
finite personolity and matenial existence, thiat determine the tine ami
place and circomstances in which you may achieve tlye mal of thi
journey of mortal azeension and stand 0 the presence of the Father at
the center of oll things. 62:35

The Father desires all his creatures to be in personl communinn
with him, He has on Paradize a Elji.il.'!: to receive all those whose survival
statnz and ﬁpiT:ilI:.’tf nature nutke [ul:'.millir! =nch attainment. Thereforn:
settle in your philosuphy now and forever: To cach of you and o all of
ug. Grod ie approachable, the Father is attainable, the way is open; the
forees of divine love and the Wiy anel neenn= of divine administratien
are all interlocked in an effort to facilitate the advancement of every
'l.l.-l'.lTlh}' 'II!lI:L'-”i]__{l:‘nf.‘.r.‘ of EVETY Wniverse i the Paradize [Iresene il the
Universal Father. 63-37

There is absolutely no self-request or other element of personal
interest in true 1l.'|.lt':=.]liis: Wi ﬁi||:||||:r' H‘IJFH]IE!F Groel e whint wes r_ver|:|||rrr_'|u_':||]
him to he. Worship azks nothing and expects nothing for the worshiper.
We o not worship the Father because of anything we may derive from
such vencration: we render such devotion amd e in suel worship
as a natural and spontaneous reaction 1o the recognition of the Father's
mniaitahifess pLﬂ'ann[]J'I_'.' and hecause of his loveable nature and sdonble
attributes. 65:59

We worship God, first, because hie is, then, because he ix in os,
and last. becanse we are in fim. | 9600

Anil all these things are a part of the Universal Father. The
Father is ]j'l.':i]!q; bowe, and this life of the Father is in his Sons. And the
spirit of the Father is in his Sons’ sons — mortal men. When all is said andd
done, the Father idea is still the Jli_g_hml lnernan coneepl of Geodd, 2000711
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