Decegber 16, 1931

hr. Jim Wobar
19734 Codsr Crenk
Houston, Texas 77042

Dear dr. Weboar:

Ehe URANTIA TFoundation has referrad your letter to me. I hope I will
La able o answaer vour questions in 2 monner wWhich w1l he halpful.
firet; it would probably lLia cnliputening for you to knew how wa pot
our Bible. Theolagical scheools devote entire courges to this question
and dozens of lhooks sre available an the aubject. But vou could get

g Si0re, synoptic knowledge of the Bible's origin by soing to the
Public Library refercnca shelf and EEC a4 copy of Hastings Lictionary
of the Bible, Look up the tern "canon,' whicl means “orfieially
sccepted standards or bocks' and read ghout how we got-our Lible.

You will find the 0ld Testament evolved in three main stapes ovar
thousandse of vears of history. It was cditad oy many Echolars,

many times. The entire canon of the 01d Testament was not decided

witil arouad 50 A.D, at the famous Council of Jemig whera Hebanw

scholars finally decided whicl Locks should be ineludad in the "official™
gerdptures of Judalsza. The process and the conclusions are ouch more
complex and extensive then this simplistie description might lead you

to believec.

Ihe Now Testament began in the ecarly Chrisefsn Church a8 & serieg of
papers and letters wrltien by many peopla waich were cireulated AT
beliavers. These papers were edited, cowbinad, and added to By many
early scholare and chureh loaders. The names of hLpostles ware often
atiacned o the better papers go thet they would have mora authericy
for church members. [From around 144 A.D. to 367 A.D, many echolars

and bishops drew up their own dsts of books which they thouzht zhould
be canonigal or offleialiy Tecofjnized books. TFinally Athanasius,
bichop of Alexandria, wrote an Taster letter to the churchas af his
diocese 1ia tha year 367 in which he discussos tha books which Le
considerad canonical. This is the first 1igt which includas all of

the twenty-saven books of the New Testament 85 W& now have 1&. His
1ist, however, is in a difforent scquence than our currant New Tastapont.
at various Churel councils in the years that followed, Athanaziuvg' list
was widely adopted and im this way we got our Mew Tastament,
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In Athanaslus' pastoral letter he wrote with all of tha authority of
a bishop, "Let no one add to them (his 1ist) or take away aueght &F
them." Such authoritarisn exhortations vera consldared necessary to
Proteat thoe purdty of revelatory teachings. Inm the sape way the
revalators of The URANTIA Hook requested that the book he published

undar international copyrisht nrotcetion so that the parity of these
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teachings could be safegvarded. These precautlions ore not waant to

i=ply that God ceases to enlarse the rovelstion of himself and spiritual
truth to succeeding generations. Ezrly veligious leaders used suthoriec-
arlan warnings and admonitions frequently.

Once you understand how the content of the Bible was accumulated, adopted,
and officially approved, vou realize that revelation 1z wolidatad by
centuries of experience. Many people recognize revelation immediately
becausa the dodielling splrit of God confirma what thoy hesr or read but
it takes many peopla over many years to establish a soefal tradition of
revalation such as the Bilble.

The URANTIA liook belng wvary new must be evaluated by tha indwelling spirit
of God by each individual. My rocommendation is that vou acdept nothing
< The URANTIA Book or any otiwer book unless it passcs this inner Cest

of truth. T am confident that a thousapd years hence, we will have a
solid soclal traditlon witnessing to the Tavelatory qualicy of The

URANTIA Boolk.

Pevalation is always the product of the action of Cod in the Iife of win.
God has an infinite number of ways to do this. In Jesus of Hazareth he
used both genetic—physieal and spiritual means to bring revelation to

us in the form of a person. In the writing's of Taul he used spiritual
inspiration of tha mind of Yaul to bring us revelation in the form of
brief letters to churches. In John's book of Hevelation he uged a
visien to the mind of John te bring vs revelation. In Tha URANTIA Gook
ne used thae indwelling spirit (Thought Adjuater) of an individual and
Hidwayer help to bring revelation in the form of a book. God could use
an infiaite number of channels snd wanifestations to bring revalation

Lo his mortal children. It is God's wisdom which datarmines the tina,
placa, wmethod, and form of revelation. e might spaculate on why God
uies certain channels and forms but this would only be an educated guess.
lae spiric of God is always active in the world and in this sense
tavelatlon is continuous — usually throuzh Inner puidarce te iadividuzls
or prophots woao share these Insights with thair soclety. PFeriodically
epochal rovelations ogeur — such @8 the coodng of Jesus and the appaarance
of ITI|_-:1_I{E_L-"._{‘£1:I_% Dook. Eppchal revelations naturslly have a much sreacer
effect on our world than the contincous forms of avplutionasy revalation.
A study of these epochal revelations shows that each succeeding one
anlarges and enhances the earlicr epochal revelations.

If you will careiully study the 1life of Jesus in The URANTIA Bool,

you will discover there is no coatradiction of gpiritual teachings

or facte found in tha Biblieal story. Certain physical or material
facts or assumptions are correctod and Jesus' cntire 1ife and teachings
are enlarged and ephanced more fully ravealing his historic 1life and
teachings.

For instance the Biblical scholars of mainline Christisnity hava lonp
recognized that the story of the izmaculate conception and wirgin birch
ware added by the early church to make his divine nature more believable
for the chureh member of those times. Thaologians have observed thaz



at best these claims are of pimor impertance since they are not even
mentloned in two of the Biblical pospels., The revelators of The URANTIA
Book do mot even mention these doctrines. It is assumed that the Father
could Incarnate his son as & mertal of our worid threugh the anatural
Process of conception and birth. Tha URANTIA Book fully affirms Josus'
divine natura. If you will axamine the fouw Seeming contradictions betwoen
tha Biblical record and The UBANTTA Rook, you will find some correction

of wataerfal factors or fssunpilons but never is thara s contradicrion

of splritusl truthsa.

Bevelation must always be given in the language, knowledpe framos of
refarence, and philosophical concapts which are weaningful to the peopla
Elven this roevalation in the eise in which it is piven. As hLiman
wnowledsze expands revelatdon uzes thesa more advanced coneepts to convay
its spiritual megsage. This 1= g aever ending procass.

Your reference to Satan as the possible source of The URANTIA Book dis
both natural for ane trained in Fundamentalistic Christianity and
interesting. You will romamber this was the same possibility raised

in commaction with the mossage of Jesus. Jesus! response to this
accusation I think is as pood az can be made. He gaid he ghould be
Judged by the frufts of his 1ife — “Fow ean Satan cast out Satea?"

Zhe URANTIA Book should be Judged in the sama way. You will find it
Supports hhe mission and messaga of Josue and rafutes the intentions

and message of Satan! Epoeal revelation will probably slways mect tha
eame roeception given the message of Josus, The fundamentalists (Phavisces)
Will label it a work of the devil; the liberals and power structure
(Sadducees) will largely ignora it as irrelevant until it interfarcs with
chair power or pocket book: but the common people will rocaive it gladly.

The statement you make inferring that one must either choese the Bible
ot The URANTIA ook stronzly supmestcs you have not read Ehe URANTIA

Sook thoroughly or are lacking in Hibiieal koowledge. A knowledge of

Ihe URANTTA Bool will give vyou a preacer aeppreciation of the Biklae,

Many UHANIIA ook readors have not become seriously interested in the
Bible until they have read The URANTIA Book. The bast analagy of the
relationship betweon the Bibie and Tie URANTTA Book iz thae relationship

of che 0ld Testament to the New Tostement., The Hew Tostament fulfilils

and upsteps the best in the 01d Testamant, You will find The URANTIA

Hook does the same to the Bible, -

Early in the Christian Church a wealthy ship=-owner by the name of

varclon headed a movement to irradicate Jewish influcnces in Christianicy.
Ee condemned the 01d Testament and attempted to throw it cut of '
Christlan scripture. He was deelared a heritie and excommunicatod.

4ny reader of The URANTIA Bool who Cool this same abtdtude toward the
Slble, in 5y judgment, would Do maiing this same error. The Bible is
Hore meaningful to me now than it wos before T read Tha URANTIA loole -
and I valued the Bible highly before I read The Urantis Book.
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Your statement that Ehe URANTTA Bool doos nat lay out s "glorious path

to follow Jesus Christ” and conmoe take the Christisn's hand and lead

liim throush his troubled 1{ife" could not e more in errer. You apparently
have not read tha bool axcept to brose hers and thare. The URARTTA Boal
does lay out & gforifous path so follow Jesus Christ and takes the
Christian"s hand and laads hin threugh 1life in a wonderful mannor. It

You are inspived by tha Mo Testament, vou will be thrilled by dhe URANTTA
ool .

Although you bellave that Cad does nos wish to revesl "the zeecrcts of
heaven," you must realize thera is the possiblility thac God might not

agree with yeu. Every prophet in the history of the 0ld and ¥ew Testaments
has me@ this aame unbellaf. PFostus even called Paul "mad™ to ansume tha
mitslon and message of Jasus was the wave of tha futurae. It i mocd ta

be caurtdous and eritleal; But we nead to bBa opan enourh co allow the

Spirit to lead us to larger truth, Jesus told his apostles fn tha gospal
of John that ke would sarnd the Spirit of Truth or the Comforter aad he
would lead them into greater truths in the futura. We must be sensitive

Lo this Spirds of Trush.

I would suggest that You etart rezdine the 1ife and teachinge of Jasug
in Tha URANTIA Book. HBad it cavefully, eritdecally, and prayorfully.
When you have finighed readlag the eatire lifa of Christ vou will know
what its Teal message is. Then would you write me and tell ma what

you think of it. We send you our warm best wishes for a Christ-centered
Christmas and a promiging Mew Yoar. )

Cordially,
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Maredith J. Sprunger



