The School of Meanings and Values

Ambassadorship

To build a collective vision of
expanded (ruth proclamation to all nations.

"All Urantia is waiting for the proclamation of the ennobling
message of Michael, unencumbered by the accumulated doctrines
and dogmas of nineteen centuries of contact with the religions of
evolutionary origin. The hour is striking for presenting to
Buddhism, to Christianity, to Hinduism, even to the peoples of all
faiths, not the gospel about Jesus, but the living, spiritual reality of
the gospel of Jesus." (The URANTIA Book, pg 1041)
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The Schiool of Meanings and Values

Ambassadorship

To build a collective vision of
expanded truth proclamation to all nations.

March 26-28, 1999
Encino, California
PROMGEAM
Friday, March 26, 1999

T:00PM-2:00PM Registration for Overnighters and Get Acquainted
Gathering - Serving Wine and Cheese

Saturday, March 27, 1999
B:00Am-8:45 AM BREAKFAST
9:00AM Open Program (Need to start promptly)
PART I: SETTING THE STAGE FOR A NEW AGE

9:15 AM Keynote Talk: Outreach: Present and Future
apeaker: David Kantor

10AM-10:30AM Personal Ministry through Commerce
Speaker: Keith Workman

10:30AM-10:45AM BREAK
PART II: THE MESSAGE AND THE MISSION

10:45AM-12NOON The Essence of the Message and Mission
Speaker: Dorothy Elder

12ZNOON-1:00PM LUNCH

& Man-Profit Corporation



1:15PM-2:30PM

2:30PM-3:00PM

The “Absolute™ Message
Speaker: Rosey Lieske

BREAK OR MUSIC

PART III: A CELEBRATION OF SMALL THINGS

3:00PM-5:00PM A Panel Discussion of Personal Ministry Experience

Rosey and Polly
Matthew Block
Stella Religa
Saskia Raevouri
Valerie Brummett
Others/All
5:30PM
6:30PM-T7:30PM
T:30PM-0:00PM
Sunday, March 28, 1999
8:00AM-8:45AM

S00ANM-10:AM

LS ISAM-10:30AM

LO:30AM-12NOON

Colombia
Research and Writing
Africa Mission
Book Publishing
The School of Meanings and Values
Experiences and New Developments
DINNER
Personal Break and Retreat Time

Music and Fellowship

BREAKFAST

Worship, Prayer and Remembrance
Lead by: Cathy Jones

BREAK
PART IV: PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE

Hands on Workshops — Special Interest Groups

Media Madness (website opportunities) Gary Reedy
Developing Educational Curriculum Polly Friedman

12ZNOON
1:00PM-1:30PM

2:00PM

LUNCH
Gathering for evaluation, sharing, closure

Retreat concluded — Drive Safely!
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Commerce

The Boulevard of Personal Ministry

Keith Workman
The School of Meanings and Values
Encino, CA Retreat March 1999

From the Urantia Book’

I'597 - §3 Even on normal evolutionary worlds the realization of the world-wide
brotherhood of man is not an easy accomplishment. On a confused and disordered planet
like Urantia such an achievement requires a much longer time and necessitates far greater
effort. Unaided* social evolution can hardly achieve such happy results on a spiritually
isolated sphere. Religious revelation is essential to the realization of bratherhooad an
Urantia. While Jesus has shown the way to the immediate attainment of spiritual
bratherhoad, the realization of social brotherhood on your world depends much on the
achievement of the following personal transformations and planetary adjustments:

P.597 - §4 1. Social fraternity. Multiplication of international and interracial social
contacts and fraternal associations through travel, commrerce,* and competitive play.
Development of a common language and the multiplication of multilinguists. The racial
and national interchange of students, teachers, industrialists, and religious philosophers.
Mew ideas and better methods were carried around the inhabited world by the ancient
traders. Commerce,* linked with adveniure, led to exploration and discovery. And all of
these gave birth to transportation, Commerce® has been the great civilizer through
promoting the cross-fertilization of culture.

P.787 - §3 Families became united by blood ties in ¢lans, aggregations of kinsmen; and
these subsequently evolved into tribes, termtorial communities. Warfare and external
pressure forced the tribal organization upon the kinship clans, but it was commerce and
trade* that held these early and primitive groups together with some degree of internal
peace.

P.787 - §4 The peace of Urantia will be promoted far more by internarional trade®
organizations than by all the sentimental sophistry of visionary peace planning. Trade
relations have been facilitated by development of language and by improved methods of
communication s well as by better transportation.

F.787 - §5 The absence of a common language has always impeded the growth of peace
groups, but maney*® has become the universal language of modern trade. Modem society

" Emphasis placed o text by Keith Workaman to guide reader in su ppart of the conclusion being sugpesied
ay his ow thesis preseniation regarding the nporiance af commereial activity
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is largely held together by the industrial market. The gain motive is a mighty efvilizer
when augmenied by the desive 1o serve, *

P.793 - §11 Nature confers no rights on man, only life and a world in which to live it.
Nature does not even confer the right to live, as might be deduced by considering what
would likely happen if an unarmed man met a hungry tiger face to face in the primitive
forest. Society's prime gift to man is security,

P.753 - §12 Gradually society asserted its rights and, at the present time, they are:
P.793 - §13 1. Assurance of food supply,

P.793 - §14 2. Military defense--security through preparedness.

793 - §15 3. Internal peace preservation--prevention of personal vialence and social
disorder.

794 - §1 4. Sex control--marriage, the family institution,

P.794 - §2 5. Property--the right to own.

P.794 - §3 6. Fostering of individual and group competition.

' 794 - §4 7, Provision for educating and training youth.

B, 794 - §3 8. Promotion of trade and commerce--industrial development.

P.794 - §6 9, Improvement of labor conditions and rewards.

P.794 - 57 10. The guarantee of the freedom of religious practices to the end that all of
these other social activities may be exalted by becoming spiritually motivated,

And intolerance is best combated by the co-ordination of science, commerce, play, and
religion.

P.836 - §1 The laws of the Garden were based on the older codes of Dalamatia and were
promulgated under seven heads;

P.836 - §2 1. The laws of health and sanitation.

P.B36 - §3 2. The social regulations of the Garden

P 836 - §4 3, The code of trade and commerce.

P.836 - §5 4. The laws of fair play and competition.

P.836 - 86 5. The laws of home life.

P.836 - §7 6. The civil codes of the golden rule.

P.836 - §8 7. The seven commands of supreme moral rule.

The increase in trade and in the manufacture of raw materials into various articles of
commerce* was directly instrumental in producing those early and semipeaceful
communities which were so influential in spreading the culture and the arts of
civilization. Before the era of extensive world trade, social communities were tribal--
expanded family groups, Trade * brought into fellowship different sorts of human beings,
thus contributing to a more speedy cross-fertilization of culture,

* Emphasis placed on text by Keith Workman o guwide reader in support af the conclusion being suggested
by eis onen thesis presentation regarding the imporiance of commerclal activity
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With the appearance of crude manufacture and beginning industry, commeree® quickly
became the most potent influence in the spread of cultural civilization

Primitive forms of prayer were nothing more nor less than bargaining with the spirits, an
argument with the gods, It was a kind of bartering in which pleading and persuasion were
substituted for something more tangible and costly. The developing commerce* of the
races had inculcated the spirit of trade and had developed the shrewdness of barter; and
now these traits began to appear in man's worship methods. And as some men were better
traders than others, so some were regarded as better pravers than others. The prayer of a
just man was held in high esteem. A just man was one who had paid all accounts to the
spirits, had fully discharged every ritual obligation to the gods.

P.1121 - §] Religion is evolutionary man's supreme endowment, the one thing which
enables him to carry on and "endure as seeing Him who is invisible,” Mysticism,
however, is often something of a retreat from life which is embraced by those humans
who do not relish the more robust activities of living a religions life in the open arenas of
fueman society and commerce * True religion must act. Conduct will be the result of
religion when man actually has it, or rather when religion is permitted truly to possess the
man. Never will religion be content with mere thinking or unacting feeling,

P.1121 - §2 We are not blind to the fact that religion ofien acts unwisely, even
ureligiously, but it acts. Aberrations of religious conviction have led to bloody
persecutions, but always and ever religion does something; it is dynamic!

Each Jewish synagogue tolerated a fringe of gentile believers, "devout” or "God-fearing"
men, and it was among this fringe of proselytes that Paul made the bulk of his early
converts to Christianity, Even the temple at Jerusalem possessed its ornate court of the

zentiles. There was very close connection between the culture, commerce, and worship of
Jerusalem and Antioch. In Antioch Paul's disciples were first called "Christians,"

Starting out with parental power in the family group, political sovergignty evalves by
organization as families overlap into consanguineous clans which become united, for
various reasons, into tribal units--superconsanguineous political groupings. And then, by
trade, commerce,* and conquest, tribes become unified as a nation, while nations
themselves sometimes become unified by empire.

JESUS ON A CARAVAN TRADE ROUTE

P.1356 - §2 I't was midsummer of this same year that Joseph built a small workshop
close to the village spring and near the caravan tarrying lot. After this he did very little
carpenter work by the day. He had as associates two of his brothers and several other
mechanics, whom he sent out to work while he remained at the shop making yokes and
plows and doing other woodwork. He also did some work in leather and with rope and

" Emphasis placed on text by Keith Workntan to guide reader in suppors of the conclusion being suapested
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canvas. And Jesus, as he grew up, when not at school, spent his time about equally
between helping his mother with home duties and watching his father work at the shap,
meanwhile listening to the conversation and gossip of the caravan conductors and
passengers from the four corners of the earth,
P.1362 - §6 Next, in addition to his more formal schooling, Jesus began to make contact
with human nature from the four quarters of the earth as men from many lands passed in
and out of his father's repair shop. When he grew older, he mingled freely with the
caravans as they tarried near the spring for rest and nourishment, Being a fluent speaker
of Greek, he had little trouble in conversing with the majority of the caravan travelers and
conductors.

F.1369 Jesus spent considerable time at the caravan supply shop, and by conversing with
the travelers from all parts of the world, he acquired a store of information about
international affairs that was amazing, considering his age.

THE PROFESSIONAL CAREER OF JESUS'

P.1409 Jesus continued this year at house finishing and cabinetwork but spent most of
his time at the caravan repair shop. James was beginning to alternate with him in
attendance at the shop. The latter part of this year, when carpenter work was slack ahout
Nazareth, Jesus left James in charge of the repair shop and Joseph at the home bench
while he went over to Sepphoris to work with a smith. He worked six months with metals
and acquired considerable skill at the anvil.

P.1411 At Philadelphia Jesus and Simon became acquainted with 2 merchant from
Damascus who developed such a great liking for the Nazareth couple that he insisted they
stop with him at his Jerusalem headquarters, While Simon gave attendance at the temple,
Jesus spent much of his time talking with this well-educated and much-traveled man of
warld affairs. This merchant owned over four thousand caravan camels; he had interests
all over the Roman world and was now on his way to Rome. He proposed that Jesus
come to Damascus to enter his Oriental import business, but Jesus explained that he did
not feel justified in going so far away from his family just then. But on the way back
home he thought much about these distant cities and the even more remote countries of
the Far West and the Far East, countries he had so frequently heard spoken of by the
caravan passengers and conductors.

P.141% Throughout this vear Jesus built boats and continued to observe how men lived on
carth. Frequently he would go down to visit at the caravan station, Capernaum being on
the direct travel route from Damascus to the south. Capernaum was & strong Roman
military post, and the garrison's commanding officer was a gentile believer in Yahweh, "a

" Emphasts placed on text by Keith WWorkmarn to guide reader in sippor! af the conclision belng sugpesied
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devout man,” as the Jews were wont to designate such proselytes. This officer belonged
10 a wealthy Roman family, and he took it upon himself 1o build a beautiful synagogue in
Capernaum, which had been presented to the Jews a short time before Jesus came ta live
wit h Zebedee, Jesus conducted the services in this new synagogue more than half the
time this year, and” some of the caravan people who chanced to attend remembered him
as the carpenter from Nazareth.

P’ 1483 About the time Jesus was preparing to leave Nazareth, the conductor of a large
caravan which was passing through the city was taken violently ill, and Jesus, being a
linguist, volunteered to take his place. Since this trip would necessitate his absence for a
vear, and inasmuch as all his brothers were married and his mother was living at home
with Ruth, Jesus called a family conference at which he proposed that his mother and
Ruth go to Capernaum to live in the home which he had so recently given to James.
Accordingly, a few days after Jesus left with the caravan, Mary and Ruth moved to
Capernaum, where they lived for the rest of Mary's life in the home that Jesus had
provided. Joseph and his family moved into the old Nazareth home.

P.1484 - §5 It was the first of April, A.D. 24, when Jesus left Nazareth on the
caravan trip to the Caspian Sea region. The caravan which Jesus joined as its
conductor was going from Jerusalem by way of Damascus and Lake Urmia through
Assyria, Media, and Parthia to the southeastern Caspian Sea region. It was a full
year before he returned from this journey.

P.1484 - §6 For Jesus this caravan trip was another adventure of exploration and
personal ministry.* He had an interesting experience with his caravan family--
passengers, guards, and camel drivers. Scores of men, women, and children residing
along the route followed by the caravan lived riclier lives as a result of their contact
with Jesus, to them, the extraordinary conductor of a commonplace caravan, Not all
who enjoyed these occasions of his personal ministry profited therehy, but the vast
mafority of those who met and talked with him were imade better for the remainder of
their natural lives. ®

P.1484 - §7 The caravan trip was successful in every way. This was a most interesting
episode in the human fife of Jesus®, for he functioned during this year in an executive
capacity, being responsible for the material intrusted 1o his charge and for the safe
conduct of the travelers making up the caravan party. And he most faithfully, efficiently,
and wisely discharged his multiple duties,

P.1484 - §8 Cymboyton's eldest son had appealed to Abner at Philadelphia for help, but
Abner's choice of teachers was most unfortunate in that they tumed out to be unyielding
and uncompromising. These teachers sought to make their religion dominant over the
other beliefs. They never suspected that the oft-referred-to leciures of the caravan
conductor had been delivered by Jesus himself

" Emphasis placed on text by Keith Workman to guide reader in support af the conelusion being suggested
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JESUS' WORK WITH GONOCD

P.1481 The caravan trip across the desert was not a new experience for these much-
traveled men. After Ganid had watched his teacher help with the loading of their twenty
camels and observed him volunteer to drive their own animal, he exclaimed, "Teacher, is
there anything that you cannot do?" Jesus only smiled, saying, "The teacher surely is not

without honor in the eyes of a diligent pupil.” And so they set forth for the ancient city of
Ur

P.1428 Duning their stay in Joppa, Jesus met Gadiah, a Philistine interpreter who worked
for one Simon a tanner. Gonod's agents in Mesopotamia had transacted much business
with this Simon; so Goned and his son desired to pay him a visit on their way to
Caesarea. While they tarried at Joppa, Jesus and Gadiah became warm friends, This
young Philistine was a truth secker. Jesus was a truth giver; he was the truth for that
generation on Urantia, When a great truth seeker and a great truth giver meet, the result is
a great and liberating enlightenment born of the experience of new truth,

P.1438 Most of the time en route to Carthage Jesus talked with his fellow travelers about
things social, political, and commercial; hardly a word was said abowt religion. ®

P.1465 That night, as Gonod listened to the recital of these experiences, he said to Jesus,
good-naturedly: "I propose to make a scholar or a businessman of my son, and now you
start out to make 2 philosopher or philanthropist of him." And Jesis smilingly replied:
"Perhaps we will make him all four; then can he enjoy a fouwrfold satigfaction in life as his

ear for the recognition of human melody will be able to recognize four tones instead of
|r|‘
one.

ADAM’S PLAN -- THE GARDEN AS A WORLD TRADE CENTER

P.833 All went fairly well for a time on Urantia, and it appeared that Adam would,
eventually, be able to develop some plan for promoting the gradual extension of the
Edenic civilization, Pursuant to the advice of the Melchizedeks, he began to foster the
arts of manufacture with the idea of developing trade relations® with the outside world,
When Eden was disrupted, there were over one hundred primitive manufacturing plants
in operation, and extensive trade relations with the near-by tribes had been established.

P.833 Adam and Eve had come to institute representative government in the place of
monarchial, but they found no government worthy of the name on the face of the whole
earth. For the time being Adam abandoned all effort to establish representative

" Emphasis placed on fext by Keit Workman to guide reader in support of the coneluston being siegested
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government, and before the collapse of the Edenic regime he succeeded in establishing
almost one hundred outlving trade and social centers® where stron & individuals ruled in

his name. Most of these centers had been oreanized aforetime by Yan and Amadon.

SUMMARY

World history can be viewed as the history of commercial trade. The Urantia Book
describes commerce in many places as a pivotal and positive influence in the
development of society, Trade is clearly 2 principle influence in the cross fertilization of
culture and is evidenced in the activity of Jesus life and in the efforts of Adam. These
epochal ministries give eredence to the role of commercial functionality in today's world.

2 Emphasis placed on text by Keith Workutan fo guide reader in support of the conclusion being supgested
by his own thesis prasensarion regaraing the importance of commercial activity.



Ambassadorship
why - this conference -

In evaluating the present times, and the Urantia movement, it seems there is a readiness and need
for understanding the “mission” Jesus spoke of when he said to his followers

(page 2052)- “I admonish you to remember that your mission among men is to proclaim the gospel of
the kingdom-the reality of the fatherhood of God and the truth of the sonship of man. Proclaim the
whole truth of the good news, not just a part of the saving gospel. Your message is not changed by my
resurrection experience. Nonship with God, by faith, is still the saving truth of the gospel of the
kingdom. You are to go forth preaching the love of God and the service of man. That which the world
needs most to know is: Men are the sons of God, and through faith they can actually realize, and daily
experience, this ennobling truth......... 2

We have been the fortunate recipients of a special treasure that has been with this planet publicly
forty four years , and has yet to influence society and general progress with its expanded truth for
the world. We, who believe this message, and believe in it enough to be ambassadors of the
message are the tools, the conveyors, the communicators of this expanded gospel, of the Hope
and Reality so many are searching for. Each one of us could be holding a shiny key that unlocks
the mind of a brother or sister, that turns others to the knowledge of inner light, and stimulates
that soul to begin a new adventure that will change life forever . and thus collectively, change the
planet,

This can be simple or complex, for that is the nature of our surroundings and people. The
purpose of this weekend is to look at several components that will increase our ability to serve as
ambassadors of the kingdom,as gallant soldiers of the circles. In the complexities of today’s life,
this takes-guts!

I have come up with four areas that are preparatory in acquiring more tools for service;

(I} Understanding the times we live in- (SETTING THE STAGE FOR A NEW AGE)

(2) Understanding with clarity the message and the mission(THE MESSAGE & THE MISSION)
{3) How we will do this-(A CELEBRATION OF SMALL THINGS)

(4) Begin by example, an experiential experience(PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE)

The goal for each participant is therefore-greater motivation for service, going home with new

ideas and perception, plus sharing our commonness and our uniqueness, laying a foundation on
which to build solid plans as a team,



This week's edition of NEWSWEEK features- JESUS, and his influence on mankind the last 2000
years, We can’t even begin to imagine how different things would be today if his followers would
have understood the message better, had more vision, worked more in the spirit of teamwork
(such as the Abner and Andrew camps failed to do), really understond the priorities of the
teachings and had not put so much emphasis on miracle happenings and life/death events.
However, more and more [ see lights appearing that give some indication religionists are
catching on even through faulty interpretations. One article in this issue, ‘Not of this World’ by
Cal Thomas ,discusses the religious right going wrong by focusing on politics instead of prayer
and faith. He concludes with these comments:
“For Christians, the viston of worldly power is not a calling, but a distraction. It is a temptation Jesus
refected, not becanse it was dangerons, but because it was irivial to the mission.. C. 5. Lewix had is
right: If you read history you will find that the Christians who did mast for the present world were just
thase who thought most of the next. The Apostles themselves the English evangelicals who aholished the
slave trade, all lefl their mark on earth, precisely because their minds were oceupied with Heaven. [t is since
Christians heave largely ceased to think of the other world that they have become so ineffective in this one. Aim at
Heaver and vou will get carth ‘theown in'. Aine af earth and you , who set on fool the conversion of the
Roman Empirve, the greal men who built wp the Middle Ages will get neither.  Our eyes should be shaward
toward the company af heaven. The timie has come for believers io focus o the nexi werld, not just the efections
cvele
Yes, there is hope, and increasing enlightenment.
If we think of heaven as-the goal towards perfection, to reaching God ward, then this guotation speaks
ane of the primary messages of the new revelation. But, there is stifl much confusion. The fact
remains: the angels, midwayers, seraphic government, our Planetary Prince -all recruit mortals to
point the way to the greater truth we are privileged to know. We are a tiny, exclusively privileged
minarify .

What are you going to da?

Polly Fricdman



RETREAT EVALUATION

Ambassadorship

March 26-28, 1999
The School of Meanings and Vialues Encino, CA

Thank you for your participation in this Retreat and in completing this evaluation. We welcome
your constructive criticism in helping us to assess the appropriateness and quality of this Retreat.

GENERAL COMMENTS YESMNOS COMMENTS
SOMEWHAT

l. The stated purpose and goals of the
Retreat were achieved.

2. The retreat made a significant
contribution to my personal spiritual
AWAFENESS.

3. The retreat challenged me
intellectually,

4. [nd you feel the speakers were
informed on their topics? Specific
comments are appreciated.

3. What part(s) of the retreat did you
enjoy the most?

6. What part(s) of the Retreat would
you change?

7. What were your impressions of the
Retreat Center?

8. Any other comments or suggestions?

A Mon-Predit Carparation



What have you learned aboul the idea of Ambassadorship that you will be able to take with you
from this retreat and apply to your daily life?



