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The Timing of a Revelation

Time Line of
World and Revelation Events

1906 The Papers Begin

1924 D, William Sadler announces to his Sunday

| afternoon discussion group that a new major

' revelation 15 coming to this planet.

1923 to 1929 - The Forum members submit the First
Series of questions to revelators and answers
are forthcoming,

1929 to 1930 - The Second Series of questions are
submitted

1935 The narratives of the life and teachings of
Jesus are indited.

1939 World War I begins.

1942 The first nuclear chain reaction occurs and
the possibility of atomic war looms.

| 1944 International discussions are held regarding

' international control of atomic energy to curb
the U5, - Soviet arms race.

1945 On July | an atomic bomb is dropped on
Japan, World War II ends that year,

1946 Forum members are informed that the Mid-
wayers have "declared war on communism,"
(Sce Kendall interview)

1847 Solid proposals regarding political solutions
to control the atcinic arms race are intro-

| duced.

1955 The ge-ahead for publication of The URAN-
TIA Book is given, ninc years after the Mid-
wayer's declaration of "war on communism."

1993 Where are we? Where are the serious, dedi-
cated URANTILA schelars and teachers?
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Witnesses to a Revelation
by Polly Friednoun

[n January, 1993, 1 had the pleasure of visiting with
several members of the Forum and the Seventy - the first persons
to witness the birth of the Fifth Epochal Revelation.

After reviewing the interviews with Tom and Carclyn
Kendal and Mary Low and Bill Hales, the editors of The Coxsoir
Reanen decided the interviews were truly of historical interest to
readers of The URANTIA Book | and should be the highlight of
this special 1993 Summer Issue. (A fifth interview with Forum
member Grace Walker, will be included in the next issue.)

The orginal intent for secking out the interviewees was
pomarily to clarify the purpose of the initial group of readers
called the Forum, to discover the carcful steps that were to be
taken in the plan of the Fifth Epochal Revelation, and to reaffirm
the importance of continuing the traditions of past early pioneers.

However, tomy surprise, new and little known informa-
tion came to light which points out the gradual evelutionary
process that depended and still depends on the secial evolutionary
progress of the planet,

Because of the great diversity of societies, governments
and individual capabilities, the truth will be accepted and under-
stood at different times. However, the messape is clear that now
i5 the time to prepare teachers, students, and leaders for integra-
tion of the teachings that in time can change individuals and
socictics. Itis 87 years since the revelation began to come forth,
and 38 years that The URANTIA Book has been in print.

A special thanks to the interviewees who gave their gra-
cious consent and time to this project; to Terry Galvin of
Portsmouth, Rhode Island, who directed the transcribing; and to
Walerie Becker and Royee Russell , who assisted in the editing of
the material.
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Interview with
Tom and Carolyn Kendall

Polly: 1 am in Wheeling, [llinois, speaking with
Carolyn and Tom Kendall. Carolyn is telling us
about her father, Clarence Bowman, and his activity
with the papers in the early years.

Carolyn: One day in November, 1923, my father
ran inlo an acquaintance, a man from his hometown
of Williamsburg, Kentucky. He was a Methodist
minister who had been @ patient of Dr. William
Sadler. ‘This man, Rev. Groves, invited my [ather to
the Sadler’s home that afternoon. Dr. Sadler had a
Sunday afternoon salon type of gathering at which he
and his wife, Dr. Lena Sadler, presented such subjects
as: primary emotions and instinets, conviclons,
genetics, Darwin, Mendelism, eugenics — in a general
discussion. My Dad went that afterncon.  He
continued 1o attend until December 14, 1924, Dr.
Lena Sadler happened to be out of town that day.
Dr. William Sadler "spilled the beans® about
something new that had been going on for a long time
actually. He announced at that time that there was
going to be a wonderful new revelation.  He wils
conveying the information [rom Machiventa
Melchizedek who had announced the revelation the
previous February 11th, From then on they would
begin the study of this new material, Before the end
of the year the Forum, as it was later known, was
invited to submit all the questions they could possibly
think of all the things they were interested in
knowing, all the mysterics of life and the universe.
There were hundreds and hundreds of questions
which the Forum came up with. IL is my
understanding that the Dr. and his wile submitted
these questions 1o the personalities who were
conducting this revelatory enterprise.  This was in
February of 1925, The answers to the questions were
forthcoming in the form of papers — chapters — on
individual topics and subjects. From about 1923 to
1929 it was known as the First Series, and my Dad
noted this in his diary. He kept a diary from 1914
until 1959 when he died.

He noted the subject matler under discussion al
the meetings he allended. From the titles of the First
Series we can compare them (o the titles of the
Second Serics and see how the papers were studicd.
Readers submitted their follow-up questions; they
wrole their questions on the papers themsclves, The
‘Second Series was an expansion of all of the first
papers, and Ninally in the mid-1930s, the book wis
pretty much finished as we have it today. There were
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small refinements, small changes of editing. The
papers were then typeset into galley sheels that many
of us read when we got into the Forum.

In about 1932 there was a period of a whole year
when there were no meetings. My dad kept in touch
with Albert Dyon and Ermic Pritchard, who were
Forum members, 1o find out what was going on.
When he moved back to Chicago he rejoined the
Forum and reread all of the papers, When he
completed his reading he was permitted to join the
Seventy which was a more intensive study group for
the papers. Each Seventy member eventually
prepared a thesis on some subject of interest.

Polly: Why did they call it The Seventy?

Carolyn: Because when all the people who were
invited came, they counted just seventy people,

Tom: Just like Jesus' Evangelists.

Carolyn: They thought of it a5 being like the
evangelical group in Jesus' lime.

Polly: I have a question about when the First Series
came. Were the answers, the papers, in chronological
order, like they are now in the book?

Carolyn: Basically yes. 1 think we could briefly
review some of the titles which aren’t necessarily the
litles they became. Tt was just the subject matter. For
cxample, on March 1, 1925, an account of the
Installation of the God Head. Now, there is no paper
with that title. The next one, The Son of Gaod, and
then the Sons of God. Then you can sec they jumped
in again with the messape of February 11, 1924,
Machiventa's message. MNext the Third Source and
Center, Higher Personalitics of the Third Source and
Center, and then Spiritual Artisans, Humor and so
forth. Ministering Spirits. Further along — this was
still the First Serics — they get to the Planetary
Prince: Evolution of Law, Order and Chalization;
Adam and Eve; The Default; the Religion Papers that
we're [amiliar with; the Jewish idea of God, from
Melchizedek to Christ: Bestowals of Christ Michael;
Thought Adjusters and Seraphic Guardians. Now he
pives the page numbers here which were typewritten
page numbers. They weren't the galley sheets yel.

That was the development. Al that time they
could talk about it freely among their-friends. Later
on they were asked not to discuss what was
transpiring because il was going to be published as
book. It might be several years hence, and they didn’t
want what was going on to be divalped outside the
group. Dad had written all these titles down in his
diaries. I think it was in mid-1955 that he mentioned
to Mrs. Kellogg that he had a list of the papers.
Would she be interested in having them? She talked
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to Bill Sadler and Bill asked through hee, that Dad
destroy his diarics. He had about thirty years of
diaries, and he didn't want to destroy them, so he
went through with ink eradicator, He tried to
eradicate everything referring to the Forum. After he
died, I looked into the diaries, and could casily read
his shorthand. He did a lot of it in Grege shorthand,
because he didn't want friends who might pry into his
diaries to read them.

Polly: S0 you could resd his diaries, that's
marvelous.

Carolyn: Ewven through the ink eradicator I was
able to pet the utles and everything thal had
happened.  Years later | discovered among my
mother's stuff that she had done the same thing; she
had the same titles. My dad did as he was asked, he
tricd to eradicate everything., It's the "fault” of my
mother and me thal we have some of these original
titles. Dad faithlully went lo the meetings every
Sunday that he could, and finally in 1951, T asked if 1
might join the Forum. I had been raised on the
teachings of The URANTIA Book without their being
identified as such. [ also attended the Presbylerian
Church, but 1 always felt that Dad had the real poop,
s0 o speak. And 1 knew it probably came [rom Lthe
Forum he went . My mother was not at all
interested at that time. I went to be interviewed by
Dr. Sadler Qctober 12, 1251 when I was almost 19
years old. He told me the story which is essentially
the same as in Sherman's book, of how the papers
came. That book went back 35 years before Sherman
gob invalved, which would take it back (o 1906, Mot
1911, as stated in The Mind ar Mischief,

Polly: 1911 is the date | always heard,

Carolyn: Supposcdly, in The Mind ar Mischief, the
printer made an error and they decided to leave it.
So it was actually 1906 when it started.

In 1951 when [ joined the Forum the paper
happencd to be the Bestowals of Christ Michael. |
believed it immediately, no doubts whatsoever. |
never had any moments of doubt.

Six months later [ met the man of my dreams and
ot him involved.  We both had a Presbyterian
background.

Tom: Well, I was dubious at first. Carolyn told
me this story, and who wouldn't be a little dubiows?
But T agreed to attend meetings, and [ don’t know at
what point [ came in, but I altended three months or
so. Bill Sadler was doing all the teaching at that time;
wirlually alll. He would read the paper and there
would be discussion. A couple of years later we came
to the Rodan paper in the Jesus section, and [ guess
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maybe [ am a philosopher at heart. The truths of the
wleas he expresses there, the human philosophy
impinging on Jesus' philosophy sold me on the book
from that time on. That's how it was with me. It just
wasn'l a sudden thing and it wasn't overwhelming
emolionally. [ just believed it. It must have been in
the Spring of 1952 that we went to a picnic.

Carolyn: The first picnic I took him to in 1952 1
asked Bill il he would give Tom a little background
because this was Tom's [irst exposure to the Forum.
Bill had a way of mixing cmotion with intellectuality
and he said, "You have a wonderful experience in
slore for you when you begin to read.” He talked
primarily about the life of Jesus. He said: "What was
Jesus like as a little boy? How did he grow up? How
did he get along with his parcnts, and What were the
Apostles like?® And, so it was a personal approach,
I guess, which had quile a nice effect. I admired Bill's
way of doing these things. I can’t say that it was a
spiritual approach. It was either intellectual or
emotional. The spiritual thing [ felt was strangely
missing [rom the Forum. It wasn't really until Vern
Grimsley began emphasizing the Fatherhood of God
and the Brotherhood of man — and of course I'd read
all the papers — that [ realized that was in there;
that we cach had a personal relationship with the
Father.

Polly: Were the Thought Adjuster papers read and
discussed?

Carolyn: They were later. When 1 came in it was
.right at the beginning of the Jesus papers. Every
Sunday we wenl consecutively through the papers, so
eventually we came back around to the First papers.
Bv that time I'd read them all.

Tom: It tnok years.

Carolyn: Yes, it look five years (o go through the
whole book in the Forum.

It was later on, probably long alter publication,
that I realized that there was a spiritual message in
there, Now maybe [ was deficient. T probably was.
There were high powered people in the Forum, but 1
never heard that the Father loves you and that we are
the sons and dawghters of the Father. That wasn't
emphasized; it was read, but it didn't come out, Dr.
Sadler, I think, exuded that [eeling of spirituality.

Tom: We were encouraged to understand the
picces.

Carolyn: Yes, intellectually.

Tom: Not so much, as you say, the Fatherhood of
God, the Brotherhood of man. But to understand
some of the more dilficult papers. People prided
themselves on wnderstanding papers 105, 106, the
Supreme papers, the Foreword and so on.
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Polly: In other words factual information was
studied. The spiritual message was missed. Before
the book was printed there wasn't the advaniage of
seeing it and reading it as a whole.

Carolyn: That's right. We could go and read the
papers before publication. We'd call either Christy or
Mr. Kellopg and arder the papers we wanted 1o read.
You only had s0 much time to read so you'd kind of
rush through; you couldn’t make notes. T was working
there for aboul three years from 1952, 1T worked for
Dr. Sadler belare and after Tom and T were married.
This was before publication, too.

Tom: You couldn't cross reference.

Carolyn: Yes, that's the main thing, you couldn't
cross reference.

Tom: [ think they assumed everybody would pel
the spiritual nawre of the teachings. It wasn't exactly
forgotten; it wasn't emphasized maybe as much as it
could have been. But they realized that it was there.

Carolyn: Oh yes, yes, they knew it was there. |
guess it was our deficiency, we didn't catch on,

Polly: That's interesting, Well then, how did you feel
when the actual hardcover book was published?
Carolyn: Oh, we were there the first day and

bought a couple of books or as much as we could
afford.

Tom: Yes, yes, it was a great day, but [ only had
been waiting three years, and Carolyn a little more
than that. But there were people who had waited
decades for this to come out — thirty years — and
they were really excited.

Carolym: Some people had felt thai they were
never going Lo live to see it, and some didn’t. It was
really wonderful.

The Midwayers had been planning for hundreds of
vears, since the time of the Middle Ages, for a
revelation of this type. I think it was Dr. Sadler who
told us that they had tried waricus techniques of
getting through and they finally settled on the method
ultimately used, They had the individual through
whose mind it came somehow. There is no way of
knowing how this happened, And then we had
another individual who was the promoter, the
organizer, the one who took it in hand and fostered it,
which was Dr. Sadler. He had the expertise and
backpround.

Polly: 1 understand his wife believed il

Carolyn: “Yes, right but he didn't believe it fully
until he came across the Twelve Apostle Paper,
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Polly: Yes, I've heard that story from different people
and it's a wonderful story in a way, hecause it makes
you realize that we are naturally 2 little skeptical.
Caralyn: He kept thinking, "I'm going to fipure
this out, I'm going to beat this thing, [ just don't know
how they do 1L, bul somehow we're going to get Lo the
bottom of this." I guess he took it seriously, but as far
as being a total believer, it wasa't until the Twelve
Apostle paper came, and that was years after it began.

Polly: S0 what about the directions and instructions?
1¥id they talk early about disseminating the teachings
one o oney

Carolyn: My Dad was convinced that this was
going to be the biggest thing to hit in hundreds of
years, that it was going to be reviewed in all the major
newspapers. He was going to buy all the newspapers.
They had waited through the Second World War, and
they figured, the revelators were just waiting until it
wias over.  Well it didn't happen when the war was
over. The war was over in 1945 and il wasn't until
1935 that the book was published.

Polly: Why were they directed that way?
Carolyn: Communism was a major
impediment.

Polly: And then there was the Korean War in there,

Carolyn: Yes, but by the time the Korean War
came, the Midwayers thought things were turning
around. Every country in the world was not in the
thrall of communism. The Melchizedeks had declared
war on communism in 1946, They vowed to beat
them if it took 100 years to do so.  Publication was
held up until 1L was [airly clear which direction
communism was going. Would there be another
world war? The course of communism was watched
for nine years while the Melchizedeks worked behind
the scenes. Finally, rather than delay until the
downfall of that oppressive podless system, the go
ahead was piven 1o publish the papers in 1955, But
with several caveals.

"The book belongs 1o the era immediately to follow
the conclusion of the present ideological siniggle.

That will be the day when men will be willing to
seek frith and nghteowsness. When the chaos of the
present confusion has passed it will be more readily
possible (o formudate the cosmos af a new and improved
era of human relationships. You are in association with
i revelation of truth which is a pan of the natweral
evalution af religion on this world. Over rapid growih
wenild be suicidal.”

They don't say go real slow, they just warn against
too rapid growth.
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Polly: They don't say stand still?

Carolyn: "The book is being given 1o those who are
ready for it long before the day of ity world wide
misiion."  So if you see it in the coniext of
communism and their desire to see it beaten: there
will come a time when people will be willing to seck
tor righteousness, Thal's the time for the revelation.
And in that same message: "an early publication of the
book hay been provided so that it may be in hand Jor
the training of leaders and teachers, Thousands o of sty
groups must be brought into existence and the book
miust be translated into many tongues, Thus will the
book be in readiness when the battle for man's liberty iy
finally won and the world is once more made safe for
the religion of Jesus and the freedom of mankind."

This is the message which came in 1955 as an
introduction to the publication mandate, and I helieve
it was by the Melehizedek who at that time was acting
for the planetary regent. His advice was not
necessarily to go slow, bul rather the fime for the
book was not yet. In the meantime all who were
ready could have it, read it, accept it, prepare, train,
establish study proups.

Polly: Don't you think that this depends on readiness
and it will be gradual? There probably won't be any
particular date or, sudden happening.

Carolyn:  Sure. Here is something from Dr,
Sadler concerning the dissemination of The URANTIA
dook; “Al the time of publication of The URANTIA
Book, we were given many suggestions respecting the
methods we should employ in the work of its
distribution. These instructions may be summarized
as [ollows:

1. Study the methods employed by Jesus in

introducing his work on carth. Note how

quietly he worked at first,

2. We were advised to avoid all efforts 1o

achieve early and spectacular recognition,

However, one thing should be made clear,

nothing is to be done to interfere with the

energetic and  enthusiastic efforts of any
individual to introduce The URANTIA Book

to his varied contacts and human assoeiations."

Pally: Now does this or any other papers mention
more messages after this time?

Carolyn: There were several kinds of MEssapes
and instructions. There was The URANTILA Book,
then there were these long papers, communications as
they were known, that came through the contact
personality, There were additional verbal MEssages
that came 1o Dr. Sadler and Christy. One that came
was the message: You have not dope enough to
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protect the name Urantia; you register it in the
branch of government that I've looked into Just like
you do with a copyright for the book, That was in
1942,

Polly: So protecting the name s important; that was
an actual suggestion?
Tom/Carolyn: Yes, it was an order.

Polly: And, io be taken very literally.

Carolyn: Here it is, regarding the name Urantia.
"You have not done encugh to safeguard vour name.
(Meaning the name Urantia.) Make it very sdfe for ore
generation so the name cannot be pre-empred. In a
comman law st you hold the name. You do it also in
4 corporation. A corporation has status in law. You
alse do it in the copyright. You must careftully register it
with the division of government that I have looked into
that controls trade relations, Trademark, and then you
ire profected in common law conmected with a volunteer
assoctation such as you are Planning in the Urantia
Brotherhood. In all those ways you must sitfeguard the
name. THIS IS ONE OF YOUR MOST IMPORTANT
DUTIES" And that last sentence is in capitals,

It 50, 75 ar 108 years, the name will be fairly safe,
You safeguard it for a generation and it will fargely take
care of iself”  And, again, they em phasize, they are
talking about the name Urantia. You can see that it
is dated Aupust 1942 and this is Christy’s writing in
the corner.

Polly: Oh, that's very important. Now it does say a
generation, which is about 25 years. A lot of people
say maybe the time is almost over and it isn't that
important.

Carolyn: It should be obvious they don’t want the
name 1o fall into general use, so that you could have,
Urantia Trading Company, Urantia Massage, et
They didn’t say anything about the circles, however.

Polly: What were your recollections of Dr. Sadler?

Carolyn: T thought he was cute. He really was
something. He was shorler than T was and he was
sort ol portly. Iheard he had been pretty tough when
he was a younger man. Bill once said. "Well you
know him now that he is a docile old man, I knew him
when he was the son of thunder." I guess he'd been
pretty determined and firm. But, he could still lecture
and move a crowd, and he exciting.

Tom: I remember when I presented a paper the
first time. They'd finally get around (o assigning a
paper. Dr. Sadler would be in the audience and
Christy would be in the audience. Bill wasn't. When
I did mine, I was shaking a little bit, because they
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were the real veterans and I'd wonder how it would
turn oul. It went well.

Carolym: But Dr. would abways come up after
you'd finished your paper and look up at you, shake
your hand and say "Oh, that was fine, that was fine."
He would always commend someone, even il they had
done a horrible job, The idea was Lo encourage them
to train themsclves as teachers, even if they were
scared 1o death.

Polly: Did he have a possessive attitude abont this, or
was he awed by it?

Carolyn: Oh, 1 don't think he was possessive.
think he knew we had to train teachers. He urged us
to bring in a ot of people; to go out there and
ntroduce the book. He pave people a lot of latitude.

Tom: Oh, I think, from the time of publication, a3
time went on, he loosened his grip gradually and he
never tried to hang on forever. 1 admired him for
that, He said it's in other hands now. The ncxt
generation is coming along and we have [ostered this
— told them how to operate within reason and now it
is for them to do. He was always there to wam when
you were getting off of the path.

Polly:  Getting off the path? Can you think of
examples of something that would have been
considered too far out?

Tom: Advertising would be one.

Carolyn: Yes. [ think when the Domestic
Extension Committee wanted to advertise in all the
major newspapers, it was Dr. Sadler who decided they
weren't going to do that, Christy was the ane whi
told them, She was pretty firm. She didn't do a lot
an her own in those days. She would scck Dr.
Sadlers advice, and he would suggest to her, and then
she was the message carmer.

Tom: She was the bridge from the Dr. to the rest
of us grappling with these things and trying to pul
them into effect. 1 remember serving on the First
Society’s Governing Committee with him. He wis
active, but in a quiet manner. He didn't try to force
his will on everybody.

Polly: That's neat. He was there to stabilize.

Tom: If you wanted to ask whether we werc
proceeding in the wrong way, he would givee you an
ATISWET,

Carolyn:  Yes, he had an opinion aboul
everything. When I worked there, he would wander
up and down the hall jigghng the coins in his pocket
and sometimes he liked the small talk, especially
abhout haseball. I didn't know anything about baseball,
but he was a Cub fan, He wouldn't schedule paticats
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during the world series. He would be upstairs
listening Lo it, he was such a fan. The Cubs used to
live at the Ricnze Hotel down the street, and he'd go
sit in the lobby hoping to catch a glimpse of them.

He smoked a pipe and it always went out. IL never
stayed lit.

Tom: He was a very versatile man, you know.
When he wanted to click off his accomplishments, he
really had them.

Carolyn: He knew a lot about everything,

Tom: He was a surpeon, he was a psychiatrist and
had studied under Freud.

Carolyn: He was an ordained minister.

Tom: Salesman, he had done sales work.

Carolyn; He was a detective with Pinkerton.

Polly: Well, all the qualilications you'd need for this
revelation, he had them, right?

Tom: That's one reason he pot involved.

Carolyn:  When the FBI was going to be
estahlished, he was recommended by Pinkerton to the
US Government to go to England to observe Scotland
Yard's operation preparatory o setting up a similar
investigative unit in this country. He was asked to be
the director but he said no, because he had other
career gouls,

Tom: All these medical things. He was a general
SUTECO.

Carolyn: Yes, he claimed he performed the first
surgery where he pinned one bone Lo another using a
foreign object. It was a hone from an amimal. They
polished it, sanded it down, and made sure it was
exact: sterilized it and inserted the pin.

Polly: Such a pioneer, all the way around.

Carolyn;  In psychiatry he predicted that
eventually much of the treatment would involve drug
therapy. He believed that most mental illness was due
to chemical deliciencies — imbalances in the brain —
and that's what they're doing now. When 1 was
working there, I'd try to think of some subject 1o ask
him, to give him 2 lead in, and he'd expatiate for half
an hour or so. At a party one could always wander
over and engage him in a conversation.

Polly: So, personally, what has the revelation and
Urantia teachings meant to each of you in your lives?
What influence has it had in a very renl way?

Tom: In my case, afier college, belore [ met
Carolyn, 1 was just sort of drifting along spiritually.
The book pave me dircction that | wouldn't have had
any other way, really. [ don't think I would have
gotten it from church. Maybe T would, but I doubt it.
1L has also caused a lot of work. The bipgest pile of
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compressed reality I've ever had was being President
of the Foundation, a very difficult job, a pood
expericnee for me.

Carolyn: Well, | guess from the moment 1 was
born I was influenced by the Urantia teachings and [
think we probably saw to it that our five kids were
similarly influenced. None of them has ever become
involved with orpanized religion. Not that we didn't
make the effort to introduce them. But 1 think they
felt that the teachings of The URANTIA Book as
conveyed through us to them offered more than what
they saw at church. The truth content was prealer
from The URANTIA Book sources than what church
offered. The only reason for poing to church would
have been [or social contacts. 1 guess they may not
have realized il, bul there could have been some
spiritual intermingling they would have benefitted
from, but they never got that far. [ went o church
almost until we were marned and I always enjoyed it.
I met good friends and [ learned the Bible stories.
That offered fine backpround for studying The
URANTIA Book that 1 don't think a lot of people
have had,

I think it is a gift. I see so many people who are
afraid of things, who lack confidence. They feel there
is some unseen evil influence trving to interfere with
their progress, or punish them for infractions, known
and unknown. I'm totally free of superstiion. I'm
totally free of the idea that something out there is
going to get even with me, or going to put an end Lo
the gond things in life.

Tom: It pives you new direction [rom above,
which as the book says you can't really function
correctly any other way with just your own psyche. I

think that you are not afraid of death. You don't lnok
forward to death, because of its pain, miseries and
other things. But you are not afraid of death. You've
Inst your fears about death.

Polly: It's & produation.

Carolyn: Yes, my mother died last September,
amd the memorial service was pretty straipht forward
as to what The URANTIA Book taught about death.
[ think thal our children's spouses are still kind of
mystified about all of this stufl, and why our children
are =0 blazse toward death.

Polly: So, is there anything on your mind before we
close?

Carolyn: No, except that I do believe in the
concept of the Foundalion and thal the copyright
should be maintained. T can't believe that it can't be
valid. 1 believe the name should definitely be
protecied. I'm not 50 sure about the circles. I think
the circles are a spiritual symbol and perhaps should
never have been trademarked, I think the basic idea
ol the Foundation is pood, 1 think it is important to
have Foundation Trustees who are not subject Lo
popular election and reelection so that they can
operate independently. But [ think there has to be a
better selection process for Trustees. They need to be
much better at self-policing their organization than
they have been.

Tom: [ share the belief that the copyright should
be protected and the symbol. As a Trustee and
President of the Beard, from 1963 to 1983, 1
participated in this, - sHY

Rivers that flow gently through the prairies carry along large boats,
Rains that ﬁI.I'I ‘,_e.',r.-_*rr.tijr on open ﬁeﬂfs make them ﬁuitﬁ;f ir grass and grain,
Torrents and rivers that spread over the land in great floods
ruin the bordering country and are useless for commerce.

In ﬁ{g mAanner,
heavy tempestuous rains ruin the fields and meadows.

a j.::ﬁ done too ﬁun-r'z.:fé,r is never done well '
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Interview with
Mary Lou and Bill Hales

Polly: My first question is about your beliels when
you first started reading the papers. What was your
religious background?

Mary Lou: 1 was brought up as an Episcopalian
and then switched over to the Congregational Church.
After T was engaged [ joined the Forum. Then my
religion became the Forum papers, the Urantia
papers.  That has been my religion ever since. Wc
are still members of the Congregational Church in
Winnetka, and support it financially; but we seldom go
to it. T think its very nice hecause you can belong to
a church and still enjoy the Urantia teachings and live
up to them, if you try. They can become very
important o your way of life.

Polly: Bill, what about you?

Bill: I was # Congregational Church member. 1
was introduced Lo the papers when [ was sixteen years
old, and I have benefitted from them ever since. I did
find that they added 1o my general religious
background.

Polly: Mary Lou, how did you come to hear of the
Forum and get into it

Mary Lou: Well, 1 learned about the Urantia
papers from Bill. When [ was engaged Lo him, he told
me about the papers and wondered if I would be
interested in coming into the Forum.

Polly: What year was that?

Mary Lou: That was 1932, 1 wis very intercsted
and very curious to find out what they were all about,
although 1 was not particularly a religious person, |
was introduced to Dr. Sadler and he inviled me 1o
come over and read the papers that had already been
read to the other members of the Forum. [ had Lo
read 32 papers to catch up with the rest of the group.

Polly: That was in 1932 that you read 32 papers?

Mary Lou; Yes. So alter 1 had caught up with
the group and finished reading the 32 papers, | wis
invited to come into the Forum and become &
member. U've been a member ever since.

Polly: YWhat was your initial reaction to the papers?

Mary Lou: | was a little skeptical because it
spunded like a very unusual happening. But, becavse
1 had a greal deal of faith in Bill and in his pood
judgment, and his explanation to me sounded like it
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could be possible, so I decided I'd like to find out
about it. T was a little skeptical for a few weeks, but
the more I read and the more I heard read, the more
faith 1 had in it, and I became a believer.

Polly: Did it go along with some of your own ideas?

Mary Lou; Well, in a way. But, 50 much of it was
completely new. We were in the first part of the book
and that first section of the book was quite new and
unusual to me.

Polly: It was like adding on new truth?

Mary Lou: Yes, it was, and it was 50 completely
far aficld from anything I'd ever heard. Itwasn't until
we got further into the book that we began IO
recognize a few things, you know, about the universe
or about our planct and anthropology, and that type
of thing. You began to feel a little more familiar with
those subjects.

Polly:  Bill, what was your response when you first
sturted doing it? Tell about how you came into it.

Bill: The first members of the Forum introduced
me to the papers and had me read some of the
papers. L was 16 years old.

Polly: How old are you now? Do you mind my
asking?
Bill: Eighty-live.

Polly: So you have gone through a century almost
with the Urantia beliefs

Bill. Yes. And [ accepted it hook, line and
sinker.

Polly: So John Hales is a third generation reqpder?
Bill: Yes. And we were very glad he became
such an active member.

Polly: Now were your parents in from the beginning”

Bill: 1 remember cvery Sunday aflernoon the
discussion group, where the papers were read, and
their loyal atiendance.

Polly: What were the names of your parents?

Bill: My father's name was G. Willard Hales and
my mother’s name was Carrie M. Hales. They had
three children.

Polly: Why did they go to the Sunday aflernoon
group? Were they interested in philosophy or what
was their particular interest that they would helong to
that proup?

Mary Lou: Oh, just because Dr. Sadler invited
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them. I think. They had been in his discussion group
you see. He invited people from that group, as I
understand it, to form the Forum proup. He chose
the people from that discussion ETOUp.

Polly: But wasn't that group especially interested in
science, psychology, and philosophy?

Mary Lou: No. They discussed different things
and I puess the Doctor just talked about whatever he
happened to want to talk about, as far as I know. It
wasn't @ particularly scientific group. They were not
all one type of person. It was a varied group. They
were friends, and had intellectual interest in many
subjects.

Polly: That's interesting. Were you aware there was
i purpose?

Mary Lou: [ really don't know that I thought they
had a purpose. D, Sadler simply told us that he was
receiving these papers and they were papers about the
universe and about our planet and various subjects
and 1t was a new revelation. [ believe he did tell us
that it was a new revelation.

All this time, vou see, we didn't know that it was
going to become a book. T wasn't so very conscious
that it was going to be published. It was just giving us
more new information. But then maybe that was just
my idea,

Pally: So, what directions and instructions were you
given when you were reading the papers?

Mary Lon: We were not to talk about them to
anyone else outside of the Forum.

Bill: And you had 1o read them on the premises.

Mary Lou: Yes, you couldn't take the papers out
of the building. So if you wanted to read you had to
g0 over o 533 and read them over at the building
there.

Folly: Did your children know anything?

Mary Lou: Bill said John knew when he was in
High School, or prep school. We gave them the book
after it was published. The children didn’t know
before hand. We just told them we were going down
o a meeting on Sundays and of course they were
fairly young so they just accepted that.

Polly: ‘What were your outstanding memories about
experiences you have had, like certain papers that
impressed you, or certain people, or landmark things
that happened that were very exciting or special?
Mary Lou: Oh my, that's a big question, because
almost every paper was exciting, except the Foreword,
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Polly: Oh, by the way did you read the Foreword in
the bepinning?

Mary Lou: Oh yes, but they told me when I first
read to catch up, not to try to understand it, just read
it. 5o that is what I did and T didn't try to understand
it #and they said the same of some other papers too.
You just read them and later on you'll get more
understanding, So that's the way we did it.  Well, I
think, as they say, your mind gradually begins to open
up a bit and so that you can begin to understand
more. Ils nothing "out of this world® type of thing. If
you have a brain atl all, its going to become more
exercised and it will be able to understand more. So
the more you read the more you understood,

We had one member of the Forum, Carl Barry,
who, after every paper would say, "That's my favorite
paper”  We all had fun together and enjoyed
everyone — there were many smart people in the
EI'E'}LLFI-

Polly: Were you a part of the Seventy? And why did
they name it the Seventy?

Bill: Yes, They named the Seventy by that name
because of the Bible "Seventy” and because there was
jusl seventy that signed up.

Polly: What do you recall about Dr, Sadler?

Mary Lou: He had a wonderful sense of humor,
That is one of the things I remember and he always
had a story to tell. He and Bill both were very good
at being able to make a point more clearly by telling
a story of some sorl, You know, he was very good al
bringing in other extraneous information that would
enlighten you as to what he was saying, And Bill
Sadler had a marvelous memory. He really had a
photographic memaory.

Hill:  Dr, Sadler was a wonderful man. He had a
great sense of humor and was a motivational speaker.
And an interesting gentleman o visit with.

Mary Lou: A motivational speaker, yes that's
right. He was really a very fine person. Dr. Lena, his
wile, was a wonderful person, and they both, of
course, were completely wound wup in the Urantia
work and Urantia Book. I think he had a remarkable
history, a remarkable life, and it is o long to tell
here, but he was definitely a person, 1 think, chosen to
do this sort of work., And he was very human, so he
had a few [aults, like the rest of us.

He had a wonderful mind and he was a very
persevering person, a very organized person, I think,
and he could pget things done, you know, Of course he
had people who helped him do these things, good
secrelaries.  And of course Christy came along and
she was a great help, too.
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Polly: What effect have the teachings had on your
life?

Mary Lou: I think thal o me, since Bill's illnesscs,
I would have had a much harder time coping with
several of the misfortunes of my good hushand if 1
had not had the papers, The URANTIA Book.

I think the Teachings always meanl a preat deal to
us. I mean you are sort of unconseiously conscious ol
them, in a way. When you have them for so many
years they just become part of you. You have your
Faith and your beliefs in them and you just know that's
the truth and it helps you, but unconscioushy, 1 think.
It is just part of you. And 1 know it helps you through
hard times. It is very, very helplul to have that failh.

Bill: I don't know lile without the Urantia papers.
All through my life, since reading them, I'm quite sure
that it has made problems easiet than it would have
been olherwise and 1 enjoyed many other CApericnees.,

Polly: One comment that Carolyn Kendall made 1
thought was interesting, She said that when the
papers first came through, everyone wis 50 captivated
with the scientific knowledge, the knowledge of the
cosmos, that with the first study the emphasis was
more on an intellectual study and there wasn't as
much emphasis on the spiritual message a5 there has
been in recent years. Do you feel that way, too?

Mary Lou; Well, yes, But I don't think that was
ever instigated by the leaders of the group. 1 think
that simply was the way we accepted them. We were
1old in effect that — "you are accepling this revelation
intellectually, but you are not accepling it emotionally.
We are very anxious that you should let it do more
individually in your lives.”

And 50, it was our fault, you see, thal we werc nol
accepting it the right way, Of enough emotionally,
letting it influence our lives the way it should.

[t was wonderful, We were all thrilled and exciled
aboul it and what should you do aboul this and that,
but apparently we were not letting it really change our
lives or help us to become more gpiritual.

Polly: Well it was harder with the papers loo, becaust
you could just do one at 4 time. You didn’t get the
whole bouok.

Mary Lou: Yes, we didn't have 4 hook 1o Lake
home and read. So, ol course alter the book was
published, it was a great help to have the book and 1o
be able to read in different areas and do it the way
you wanied to do it.

Polly: Well do you find that with the change of events

in the world, people are more hungry for the spiritual
message’
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Mary Lou: [ think so, I think so.

Polly: What advice were you given that you think is
important to carry out now?

Mary Lon: Well, I think the prime purposc is Lo
form study groups and the study of The URANTIA
Book. Tdon't think it is necessary particularly to bring
in outside books, unless just once in a while 1o
compare. You have the truth in The URANTIA Book
and why not stay with The URANTIA Book and
increase  your understanding and thereby your
spirituality and get it right [rom the horses mouth, 50
to speak. 1mean The URA NTIA Book has the whole
iruth, Outside books, other books that are wrillen by
people, are simply that person’s  observation or
opinion or whalever. 5o why bother with them,
really? If you really want the truth about the world,
the universe and so forth, you have it in The
URANTIA Book. To me it would be much more
heneficial to continue study of the book and to get
more out of it, 1o add to your understanding of the
past, present and future.

Polly: Do you believe that it is wise to continue the
one-to-pne dissemination or do you feel we're ready
for something else such as advertising?

Bill: 1 think readers should he very careful how
{hey advertise it. [ have no answer o the question as
to how it should be advertised. It would he wonderful
if there was a way of getting it to more people more
rapidly than one-10-0ne.

Mary Louw: Yes, 1 don't know. With this
particular book 1 don't think advertising does much
pood, really, There have been advertisements and 1
don'L see that it has helped particularly. 1 dont think
that you can scll a book (o anyone who isn't really
searching for this particular kind of book. The person
is searching for something spiritual that will aid them.
Then that person would he very amenable Lo receiving
lhe book. 1t seems to me that our prime motive is not
really 1o sell books. That's nob what the book is lor.
It's to save souls, To develop souls, To develop
people spiritually. And to give people a chance to
develop themselves spiritually.

I think the answer might not be quile 50
materialistic. OF course we love 10 scll hooks, when
there are really people who want a hook. We wish
that everyone could buy a book that wanted one and
that it wouldn't be so difficult Lo get books.

Polly: Yes, in fact | was thinking the same thing.
Maybe we'd better have u closing statement and
summarize anything else you might have on your
mind. What feclings that you experienced should be
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carried down? There probably was a certain integrity
and dignity that grew, a respect for this book you just
learned this by being with the people. What do the
new renders need to remember?

Mary Low: Well, first of all, the times of the
world and of our country were very different.  We
didn’t have nearly the problems that you have now in
this world. We didn't have drugs, [ suppose we had
some alcoholism but it didn’t scem very evident,

There was more honesty and more sincerity about
people and aboul doing things which is somchow
lacking in our society today, There weren't as mny
peaple in poverty. And of course the population has
exploded much too much, in my opinion. It is another
problem [ think we are going to have 1o meet i we
are ever going Lo correet all the other problems,

We do feel that we are very fortunate in having
had many young people come into the group who
have been really wonderful about taking responsibility
and carrying out and handling different difficult
problems.  We leel that there will always be a fine
group of young people who will carry on. We trust
there will be,

We hope that they will realize the responsibility
thal is on their shoulders, because this revelation is
not just for now, not just for you and L This is a
revelation Lhat was given 1o us to promote and 1o
reveal and to continue 0 nurure for mary, mary
YEETS 10 come.

We must remember that, though God is with each
onc of us always, it is the decisions we make and our
willingness 1o Uy and do the Father's Will that will
makes this Revelation a reality, Vaya con Dios! . swy
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Thiere is in the mind of God
a plan which embraces every creature of all fus vast domatns,
and tftis plan 1s an eternal purpose of boundless opportunity,
unlimited progress, and endless life.
And the infinite treasures of such a matchless career
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