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Spiritual Renaissance Conferehce ' 
finds dencminijtions praisihg 
the diversity ofiwor~d's gigions - 
rrrr-af-' A ' .  
- - . 

nity, not uniformity" was the th'lme when repre- 
sentatives ofeleven of the world's major religions 
met last Saturday at Berkeley's Pzcific School of 

Religion to discuss "The Supreme Goal'of Religion." The 
event was the eighth annual Spiritua! Reaaissance Confer- 
ence, co-sponsored by PSR and ihe Spiritual Renaissance 

. ... Institute. ,. . - , .  

Noting the incredible diversity of the natural world. 
the panel of eight men' and three women agreed that the 
many differing racial viewpoints and diverse religious be- 
liefs of the world are necessary, even desirable. 

Shinto spokesperson Ma-wnouri Takota from Japan 
said he believes men can get.along despite fheir different 
beliefs. San Francism rabbi and storyteller Barry Ring ex- 
pressed his view that the greatest sirength of humanity is 
our diversity. . . . .  . .  , 

. . 

Is!amic Ieadqr GhaLi ' ~awwei  observed ;hat "while 
mecwitl never cease'to diffsr,, we cail lcnrn to.recognize the 
beauty of the diJersity with a growing awareness oi the 
more esseiidal iinlty exemglificd by one,FoJ, o& human- 
ity, one'earth, one.cbbce, one o in and one dehtiny." 

Bettina Gra), past+reside~t n "i the' Beikclq Area In- 
tcrfaith Council, concluded that any attempt. to achieve 
uniformity i s a d  mistake. "The experience of God within 
us." she said. "will save usfrom errors of cteedalism and 
natictnalism." 

Here are n few hightipkts 6f ttte cvnferencc: 
@ Panel cu-ordinator \'ern Grimsley; Director of the 

Spiritual R e n n i ~ ~ ~ n c e  Jnsti~ute in Uerkeleg. told the audi- 
cnce of a b p t  150 that: ",There is dnwning'on this planet a .. 

. . 
spiri!"at. renaissance .that one day:is .&ng @.'makc mo&. - 
differences ki.life bli this world ~h3n  irly wir  &at has ever: 
been waged, any battle that has ever been fought. any so-'. 
cial, govcmmental, political or econopic upheav;ll In all of 
human history." . . 

Another speaker called attention to the difference 
between a "religious" and a "spiritual" reawateni@g.He 
cited the exa.nple of the Middle Fist which with its Chris- 
tian. Jewish arid Moslem. populations has  no shortage"of . 
:e!igion. and  yet is ow,,of the most ,bitter and embattled 
regions in the world tdday. A,spiritual r e n h c e  by con- . 
trast, he explained,'refers to a growing awareness of. anct 
loyalty to. spiritual values 'qf truth, beauty; goodnass.and 
love. and will -far umscend narrmv.loyalti6 based o ~ . i a -  
cial, creedal or nntionalistic alle,' cr~ances.' . . 

Confucian teacher Dr. Yi Wu added that the need 
for a global or world language is a crucial one. 

Zoroastrian spokeswoman Gulrnoher Gandi ob-' 
semed that religions are like languages; while they differ, 
truth may be found i n  each, and that all,  lead^ to one 
God. 

Representing Sikhism, spokes~omltn ~ u r l ,  ~ ~ r a i h  
Kaur Khnlsa emphasized the impurtana of loving service 
to our fei!ows. as well as the critical role that child culture is 
to phy -- the rearing of furure citizcns. of t,k. world. . :. 

Calling for a return t~ a more child-like f i ~ i t h  3116 
trust in  Cwd, Christian miriistcr and scholar Konild %allen 
noted .that several aspects of kfinduish, Uudc'lli~b and 
o t h g ~  Eastern religions [nay be 'pro'fitqWy;st*ed by all 
peoples, including the ideals of calm4lrss, serenity and 
self-111astt.q. . ,: 

~ d t . r a t o r ~ r n s 1  setnaiked.that the final fron- 
tiers of this strife-torn world are r ~ o t  going to br ,phvs$aI 
ones shch as the ocean depths. nor the uttcnw;jl coriiers of 
the earth. neither the viist and silei~t sta1.r) stretches of 
space, but rather. he said.7hey ?ill conhst of the cvrr.ex- 
panding search witl~in ourselves for higher intzlicctual . 
meanings and spiritual values. . . .> 

* .  


