opring 1979

FAMILY OF GOD DIARY

[ssue number4s

SPIRITUAL REMAISSANCE CONFERENCE

In May the ffth annual Spiciteal Renaissance Conference vwas
held; for the frst timee it was a two day event. The First day was
held ar Pacific School of Religion and featured speakers from
cach of the eleven major living religions of the world on the
theme: '*The Supreme Goal of Religion.” Our plan was to invite
a speaker for each of the religions who acoually adhered 1o the
taith, rather than o person who :n-:r-.*l}l Lnew abour che belist but
Wis Not practicing it _I-::'|"F:|'|.'_1_,r Wartles spearheaded this effore and
was successiul. Each participant was able to speak from first-hand
experience; we heard speakers on Hinduwism, Judaism, Buddhism,
Confuctanisny, Taoism, Loroasceianism, Shinoo, Jainism, Chrisoan-
ity, Islam, and Sikhism, This Conference, sponsored by TIE
SPIRITUAL RENAISSANCE INSTITUTE—the educational division of
THE FAMILY OF GOD HOUNDATION —was open to the public.

The second -;3;1_1_,' of the Conference—which was not open to the
public—was sponsorcd by the Sanm Francisco Bay Arca URANTIA
Society, and was artended by well over 100 students of The
URANTIA Book coming from Flonda, Oklabhoma, [Minois, Oregon,
Mevada, New York, Morthern and Southern Californin. The theme
of ehis day was “"A Condideration of Evolutionary Religion from
the Perspective of The URANTIA Book.™ We were very pleased o
have theee special maests participatng. Jome Mills: flew in from
Florida to present a alk an “The Way of Mysticism: East and
Wesr.” Carolyn Kendall came from Chicapge and spoke on *Some
Thoughes Concerning the Relation of the URARTIA Movement to
the Relimons of the Warld™ Julia Fenderson of Log Angeles
presented & multi-media tatk on My Visit to the Holy Land.”
Members of our own group spoke on the following topies: “The
Dawnming Spiritual Renassanes,’” by Yern Grimskey; " The Eastern
Tradioons,” by Gard Jameson; *'The Western Tradicions." by
Jeff Wattles; and “How Epochal Revelation Intemcts with Evalu-
tionary Religion,” by Mamvin Gawrnrn, Francyl Streano Gawryn
provided music, and the day ended wich a remembrance serviee,

Cnrs |3I:1_|.:'|:gr anc Ma ney Sullivan took on the task of prepanng
lunch for 104 people, and provided a prear meal.

e of the other highlights of the second day was an cxhibit
which was loaned for the oconsion by the Palestine Institute of
Pacific Scheol of Religion; the Palesone Inscinere owns and rmain-
tzins an excellent collection of archacological artifaces from the
Holy Land. They lent 1o us 2 fascinating szlection of material in
uge 10 ancient tHmes in Palestine.

The I1i@:—.s1: attraction 1 chis -:lisll'l'lrl.:.-' WiE very ditficult ta
obrain, and Vern succeeded only afier much personal diplomacy,
certifications of safeguards, promises of secunty acmngements,
and preac persuasivensss, They were hesitant to let it [eave the
musers, bur we ceally wanred it Yern ficst nooced o in the
museum archives 16 years ago. This precious object is a vessel
which was vzed for oil, probably in special ceremonial ripes, and
is decorared on the front with three blue concentric circles. After
all these vears the color and distinerness of design suill last.

When Vern brought the exhibit here to be uppacked Carolvn
Kendall was already on the scene, and she and Vern worked to-

gether o arsange che display. The special lictle vase was fabelled
2c a paece of Cyprot portery, well over 2000 years old, Afee
they had admired it and derermined the best display location,
Carolyn discovered a ony sdengification @p showing where the
vise lad been found. There were owo woreds: ' Mear Hebron.™
She and Vern stared’ at cach other o total silence for several
seconds, He oold me abowt it Inter. I.'f.'l'r|1|.:|.'11. sard, “lsn't Hebron
where Abraham maintained his headquarters during the times of
Melchizedeks" "*Yes, I'm sure of i said Veem They checked,
and were coTrect,

W are reprodocing a phoro of this vase, which David Kanoor
took while it was on display,

py it 1979, The Femily of God Foemdabon, ing

Arnang the many out-ol-town visitors Tor this conference sere
two from- several states away: Harry McMullan attended from
Oklahoma and David Glass flew in from Florida, Numerows good

friends drove up from the Los Angeles area,
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PUBLICATIONS

T the last year, two different publications have been developed
from the initial ideas o accomplished facts. The SPIRITIAL
REMAISSANCE Herald ts designed asan enriching forum for sharing
ideas and experiences for furthenng the dawning spiritual renais-
sance on this planer The staff consiss of Marvin Gaweyn, Edigor;
Jov EBrande, Assstant Editor; Jeffrey Wactles, Assistant Ediror
and Terry MoCade, Graphic Ars. The content wall consist largely
of eontnbubons |.13," the :ru.:.dcrs.

in touch—spiritual perspectives on family life s de-
signed 2= a journal for the exchange of insights and expericnees
on parenting and child colture, The staff includes Gayle Eash,
Editor; Mary Echlin, Associate Editor; Jane Bolnick, Production
Manager; Bob EBlackstock, Circulation Manager; Mary Beth
Rapesardo, Art Director; and David Kantor, Typesetter. Readers
will again provide the major content,

Reproduced here are the front pages of the first issees of each
of these publications,
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MULTI-MEDIA

David Kantor has initlated the Molg-Media Bulleon o chron-
icle outpeach in that area.

Recently we held a multi-media evening here ar FoG head-
quarters with a potluck dinner to give our local group an oppor-
mniry to see theee of the productions,

In May Julin’' Fenderson brought her presencation on clild-
rearing oo our group. She has developed quite an excellent pro-
gram on this topic. Julia is an amazing woman and a tremendous
spiritual leader,

Also part of the program was “The Murmuring Father,” a
production by Sue Kantor's company, Medin for Childbirth
Edueation
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ABOUT FOG PEOPLE

Bettina Gray is now serving a3 President of the Berkeley Area
Interfaith Council and Sara Blackstock 15 the head of BAIC"s Com:
niittee on Education and Programs. The work they are doing in
this connection is vared and will be covered in detail in the nexs
Diary,

Chris Bactge and Morman Hedand, two of oor well-loved
assaciares, were married on July 22 in an owtdoor ceremony
performed by Vern.

On July 21 Vem performed the memonnl service for Florence
Bedell: She and Clyde were purtners for 53 years in a marriage
dedicated to advancing spieitual teachings and creating a betoer
world. Marian Rowley, representing headquarcers, artended Froom
Chicago.

Rebecea Suzanne, davgheer of Fred nnd Susan Shupp, areived
in May and has taken her place in the growing nursery papulation,

There are three new faces in the FOG crew. Chades Arterburn
moved to Berkeley afrer 17 months in Germany, He was a student
in one of Jeffvey Wattles' classes when Jeff raught 2z an Instructor
at Western Kentucky,

Tom Galarneaun is now living and working in San Francisco
after spending three years in Taiwan, Becky Marshall who with
her husband Kent, recently moved o the Bay Arca from Chicagie.
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SPRING & SUMMER 1579

[very Monday evening we have a meal and meeting together to keep up-to- date om plans and developments.

f I WORK NIGHTS AT FOG

[Dravid Gray with the tape library;
T304 radio progrems
wiro shippedin 19TE,

w Y W
bt

II s .I
3 B _?___.__________i_{_ﬂilt We work hard tegether, and we play haed

together. [n my opinion, that combination
lcan't be beaten. This page is ‘an assortment

of pictures taken over the past several vears,

) " T L
Viern slaving over a hot stove for & Monday meal. Gard Jameson, Chris Raeege and Marvin Gawryn work and play

Mary Blessing in the cassctee smadio, Berring Gray wich some mail Carne Aller editing 1 tape




FAMILY OF GOD DIARY

SPRING & SUMMER 1979

SPEAKING TOURS

Vern contnues o travel and give speeches. In the last monchs
he has spoken in Oregon, Washingron, California, Texas, WNebraska,
Colomdo, [dihe, Mevada, Wyoeming, Alabama, Montana, [owi,
Marth Dakors, Oklaboma, Florda, inos, and Maryland. Besides
the speeches, we have been doing more in the way of media
coverape, with Joy Brandr in charge of the project. Severl very
satisfying articles. have been the result. The content of these
articles is wswally message-orienced, racher than jusc “Vern-
aricnted,” which i preciscy how we like it We are reproducing
two examples

Vern's travel schedule is vsually hecric, and sometimes nearly
impossible. One of the more dramatic examples occurred’ this
Spring when he was scheduled 1o spenk in Amarillo, Texas, one
night and the next night in northern Nebraska. Airline connee-
tions were 20 Bbad thar the most efferent and sere mechod of
making the second speech on fime was for Terny MaeCade oo fly
o Texas and meer Ve and for the two of them oo dove all
might, crassing Texas, Oklahoma, Kansss, Colorado, Wyoming,
and then inte Mebraska. They left Texas near midnight, and weee
due in Mebexska by 5 pom. the next doy. They made g,
managed to visit one newspaper, swhich printed an artiele, and
oo radio seation which accepred the broadeast and was added to
our s¥ndication neowork, and then the twe of them changed into
dinner clothes and went 1o the bangquet for Vern's speech .

While in Dkiahoma City for a speech this Spring, Vern was
“wooked" onto o televizion feacure interview and 5 radio pele
phone talk show by the indefatigable Berkeley Elliorr Yern says
Jjokingly thar ghe ig o pood al i he weihes he could hire her as his
agent and road manaper, Vern also enjoved his visit with the
Oklahoma Sociery while he was there

Intgenatianal bromdeaster nnid
pEreholigy researcher Vern Ben-
mn  Grimnsley, Snn Francigco,
will speak fo the Lawer Yalley
Eoife and Fork Clab when it
ereeels wl 7 opoin. Thursday at the
Keene-liverview School
calelerix

Hi predicls the dawning af o
global  spiritual  renaissanoe,
calininititng & egilied . woerlil
phalesogby . the Falberhood  of
Gl adnd B0 Beobhirhicl of s
— the worbdwide Famuily of God

HSThe haman brakn,” =tates
Gritneley, “'i8 capahic of storing

ihe CHS petwork,
furnpe ard the American Forces |
Hadino
paychology roacarcher for the No-
tHonal Science Foundation, be now
heends
castiE Metwork mnd b director of
the  Spirttual
Blitut=,

sifmations cne encounters,” he ad-

Vern Grimsley Speaks
At Panbandle Forum

Vern Grimsley, well-known  broad-
easter, will be the featured speaker al
the Alliance Paphanndle Forwm
meeling o Eriday, April 24

GrEimneley bas besn featured on thi
CHE netwaork, Badie ¥ren Europe has
beamed his commentary behind the
Irem Curtain in sx languages, and he
has dmme doily talks on numserous work-
wide facilities

Hig thoughi-provoking breadcasts
are keard by milllees in all fifty slales
of the LS and on many stations aroumnd
the world, [ecluding Eurcpe,  Asia,
Alriea, Ausiralio, Conadas  and
mainland China,

{irimsley &lsn |5 director of the
Spiritual. Fenasssance Insltute, an
educatonal cerder for the advanced
study of philosophy ard wucld religion,

Heis a former peyehology resesarcker
for e Mational Scence Foudation in
}{'ﬂuhmg_tm. L‘l.I iC,, aed |: i lf;hl Eﬁu

appa kn cliclogy an -

Grjm:]::,lpu:red'inlr. thi qp;ﬂzlﬁpﬁya
glabel  epipitunal  renaissance,
culmisaling ultimalely in & ueified
wurld philosophy: “itho Patherhoed of
God and the brothechosd of man - the
worldwide Famidy of God "

He alsd fopesess A L'.'tl:.l“'.in.g ol
vergence  belwreen  the: fields of
mychology and religion e coniends

Philosopher in spotlight |

Creages, The maora you love, the
moes lowe you'll have. The mors
yoia live i faith, the more con-
Fidence and joy you’ll hayve."'

{irimsiey has been featured on
Haddin Froe

network, A& formar

the Waorldwide Broad-

Hemnissance  In-

“Ore cannol always chooas the

12 ballicn bdls of inforowateon, TG
wonld reguire copmpulesd Ehs RiEgD
of skyscrapers o achieve the
functzons whick thie husman Braln
can cirry oail, and oviin then sich
w computer would lsck will, per-
sunality, a senae ol Asthetics, oml
churaeler: Human beings possess
inereditle polential. But 6F this s
tre, both mentally and physicals
Iy, imaine how much more there
is b man spirttually ! ™

There & an unaeen dimension (6
existence, Grimaley helieves,
which con energize man b new
expeclence Akl eéndeavor; aiml

VERHN BENKNOM GRIMELEY
.+ - psychologist Rea

these unseen potentinls aro relogs-
ed by Endth,

T MakE Vou eXerciss o muys-
cle,™ he notes, “'the slranger it
becomes.  This prisciple is
paychodogically and  spdritanily
trar as well. What you use, in-

priits, Bk one caEn clieoss e at-
titude with which one encounters
the sitonitons. And that attitode
can either Be hope oF despair,
either faith or fear, and thot decis
ston 13 of inunenss importance,

“There - I8 an extraordinnry
literation in the realization that
yogr personal value s an in-
dividanl is otlecly independent of
anything else on earih.  Man
belomps hese. Man's pleca In the
coamos |5 a5 planned and nssured
as the place of the sun amd the
slars, because humankind  are
sona and daughters of the infinite
Gioed, "

Vern Grimeley
that the-seientific study of psychnlogy
has led resenrchers increasingly into
consideralions of philosophy  and
theclongy

YFor inslance, - the hamann
mxcholegical needs for mesnings and
vAlues are quite inbense ' be says, “hit
the=e lie very much in the realms of
philozophy and eligion,

“yithowt feelngs of mesnpng &nd
value, people bocome emotionally
crippled, psychologically disabled.

"Peychology also has discoversd a
predoumd craving in be human mind
for faith, hope and love, for truth and
baauty and gondeess,” Grimaley sayva.
¥el paychology is largely amable, hy
purely scientlfic technigues, o drn-
theretared or explain hese phenomenn.

“Ur consider belsel in God," Grmaley
save, “Countbeds of the mosl dynamic
peraonalities in human hislocy hove
been tremendowsly motivated by thedr
persanal  religlous  expersences, el
pEveholagy has fsund it enormnusly
difficult o aralyze and explain such
molivalions.™ [le [oressss an
ultimate interrelationship beiween
scienioe, prilosophby and religion in the
unified approach bto man’s matertal,
insnliectual aid spicitisl quesins,

Wy conc]lusion s that the Bove of (God
and humanity constitube the peo mosi
dymamic principles of psychological
health known om earth,” save Grim-
oy, “And for iboussnds of years thess
have heen known as the ©wn “greal
commandmenta’ of Judase-Chrislian
redigaom."
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