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. WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES GOD MAKE?

ARE SPIRITUAL THINGS REAL?

Siudent: 1 just don't believe in spinii=. I've seen no evidence of their existence.
Yermm: You're right. Spinitual things con't be szen and that's one reason, |
suppose, why some people don't believe inthem. But would you suy that fove can
be seen, or frueh, or goodness?

S:  Well, thats true, they can’t be seen. And as for spiritual things, 1've read
scripture, and I've gone throwgh all that, Like, if your mother says “Go 1o
church” and you go there and you believe'it and then, suddenly, you just become
awnre that this 15 a fantasy.

¥: Now if love and goodness and truth can't be seen, would you say they're
real?

S I'we sometimes wondered.,

Y Shall we take a vote? Given the admission that love, truth, and gun:_'n] ness are
restl—and they can’l be seen—one could say that tleose would be spantual
realities. I'd say God is the same way, And when it says in the Bible that *God is
love,” that's saying that God is real in the same way that these most profound and
exciting experignces of human life are—even though we can’t see God.

HOW CAN YOU KNOW GODNIS REAL?

S: 1 have no use for God.

¥: What do you think of the idea that God might have a use for pou?

S: | dom’t believe there’s a Gaod, sohow can he have a use for me?

¥: Suppose you turned your back on that tree over there and decided vou
didn't believe in it. Would you make the tree go away? Would it disappear?
&: | can see the tree. 1 can touch the tree. 1 cain kick the tree and hurt my foot,
¥: D you see what's going through the tree—the wind?

51 Yeah,

¥: You say you SEE the wind?

51 Mo, [don't see the wind, but you Know the wind is there becanse the leaves
are moving.

¥: That's what Jesus said to 2 man one time!! Y ou can look ot a tree and sce the
wind going through it. You can't see the wind but vou see what it dioes, Neither
cin you see the spirit of God, but it is possible to feel in your life what the spirit
dores. And 1t can change you,
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WHY BELIEVE IN ANYTHING?

5: Should you have & belief? And is it possible that your belief separates you
frem other people?

¥: If my belief were not inthe Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man,
it would separate me, But if | believe all men are brothers—because they are all
children of God—I think it would join me with people instead of separating me.
Does that make sense?

§:  Yeah,it makessense, Yes, if that is the belief. But why do you needthe beliel?
lsa't that sort of inscoure to have a belief! Don't you just feel that without the
beliel?

¥:  Without putting it into words?

5: Ycah, just [eeling i,

V: That makes it tough 1o hear on radio. (Jaughter in background. )
Another student: | think we should expand ourselves. And 1 think there is a
preat reward in doing that. And to feel just a certain faith is actually doing harm
to vourself, not opening your mind and looking around. This is why I can’t say
I'm a Baptist, or a Methodist or whatever. But T can say that I believe ina God.
¥: And vourea son of God?

5:  Right! Definitely!

V: That's vital. If a person sees himself as a son of God, he can see other people
as hrothers, He can find a new love. And 1 believe that love in individual lives can
change the world because then people are going to go out and live differently and
treal each other differently.

85: Yeah, | agree there,

A third student: Do you make a distinction between helieving and knowing?
What I'm suggesting 15, de you believe with an aura of doubt, perhaps, as
opposed 1o knowing? You know you're in Berkeley, you don't doubt you're in
Berkeley.

V: 1 would make a distinction betweenbelief and [aith; that faith is more than
belief, and that belief is nothing but intelleciual assent. One might nod his head to
the propesition that we're standing just southeast of the Student Union Building
on the Berkeley compus, but it wouldn't make an enormaons difference in one's
style of living. What 1'm saying is that faith molds and motivales one's life, and
the faith that one is loved by God, is 2 child of God, gives an entirely new im pulse
and impetus in going out and being able to live with joy. with a sense of pace,
and living as a brother or a sister (o all the rest of mankind.

IS RELIGION AN ESCAPE?

S: Generally the more extreme varieties of religion are an escape for people
who wish to escape—whether they be old, young or whatever their condition.
¥: It is an escape (o helieve that every man is your brother? That you're
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supposcd to treat him as you would want to be treated yourself? That's an escape?
It looks 1o me like an advarce—{ar from i refreal—it's & corfrontarion with life,
an encounter, an embeace of reality.

S: But does that have anything io do with religion?

¥: Yes, definitely, with what Jesus taught—ihe Fatherhood of God and the
brotherhood of man!

Another student: | have a question. In just thinking, it has occurred to me that
the idea of having a God, as most Chrstians claim, that is truly omnipotent—
that this might be incompatible with the idea of free will in man.

¥: God iz all powerful, then he had the power to give [ree will to man. In Jesus’
saying, "Be vou perfect as your Father in heaven is perfect” is a challenge and an
adventure for daily life. A person can feel, “Today T can be better than | was
yesterduy, | can treal new people a3 my brothers. | can leirn to love ina new way
and explore the truth.”

IS RELIGION AN OPIATE?

5: [ haven't felt enything so 1 couldn't say that [ belicve in God. I'd be lying o
you.

¥: My conviction is that by very simple faith a person can find this experience,
this great joy.

5:  I've had a lot of faith. 1 was brought up ina religions family. 1 just have no
use for it. I'm agnostie,

Another Student: | think religion is an opiate.

¥: Buido vou belicve that faith is an oprte when in fact people will go outand
suffer for it? Because the definition of an opiate 15 a pain kifler, yet when people
will go forth and serve their fellow human beings in jungles and deserts and give
themselves 1o a very painful way, wonldn’t you say that's the contrary to an
opiate, if religion can do THAT in a person’s life?

ARE RELIGIOUS TEACHINGS TOO ANCIENT TO BE RELEVANT?

%: The religions of the world are too old,

¥: They are?

5: Yeasho I feel that they're really old.

¥: And therclore not relevant?

5:  Right.

¥: Of course, some things that would be old mright be relevant, might they not?

Water is old, and the sun shining down on us in the sky is old, and they're
relevant, So simply being old wouldn't in and of (self mean religion was
irrelevant, would it?

S: But how cin you possibly be acting now, in the 20th century, according 1o




what some man said twenty centuries ago? [ think vou have 1o redefine
everything.

V: Ewer hear of & man named Aristarchus, the Greek?

HI 0 T

¥: Arstarchus, the Greek, some three hundred years before the birth of Chnst,
said that the world was round. He computed this by his own mathematical and
astronomical studies, Just because he was an ancien! are we going to reject that?
{Another student interrupis)

5: ['don't believe inany god, 50 1 can’t really talk to you.

¥: I think belief in God i optional,

S5:  (Laughter] I'll go for that,

¥: Butif a person has the choice between seeing himsell simply as & worm of
thisearth, and of no value at all, and on the other hand sceing himself as a child of
Giod and every other human being as brother, ..

5: That’s not the point, See, I'm oot a worm; I'm a human being.

¥: Let me grve yvou astatistic, According to the psychological research and data
on this matter, every other hospital bed in the country is occupicd by a mental
patient, A lot of people DO think themselves to be worms of earth. Here's
the point ['m making: The major psychological problem in the country is a
feeling of unrelieved puilt: prople DO look down on themselves and deprecate
themselves—so it DOES make a difference whether a person believes himself to

be a child of God!
WHY ARE THERE PROBLEMS?

%:  Why are there all kinds 'of problems in the world?

¥: 1 think the point i3 that God has given us a world in which there are all
manner of things. We can mine metals from the earth, we can harvest crops from
the land, we can delve into the world and we can gain all these things. Then we
can create of them what we want to. It's the same way with atomic power, for
example, Atomic power can be used to make bombs and Blow up cities, oritcan
be used to turn generators and dynamos to lghe cities and produce electricity [or
them. Man has the same choice, this God-given chaice, before him in his very lite
itself: whether hes going to use his possibilities and potentials for good or for
evil. And thats why it's important to seck for the will of God —really to pray, 1o
ask for God's direction and guidance. | believe its the happicst, most joyous way
possible to live. God has an infinite, almost blinding love for his sons and
daughters, and that’s what we are.

5: Yeah.

¥: Does that make some sense to you?

8: Yeah, some—now—the way you explamed it. Yeal,

HOW CAN LOVE CONQUER HATREIN

5:  All the love in the world ¢an be contained 1n a small paper sack.

¥: Oh, really? Ha. One request: dont break that paper sack.

S: Right. When vou're inside your mother, man, all you know is love, see. And
then you don't even have to think. Food comes when you want it, and when
you're born Mom has to say, “Don't cross the street or you might get bya car,”™
That's when hate starts getting programmed.

¥: Wouldn't it be possible that the mother saying to the child, “Don't cross the
strest against the traffic, you might get hit by a car,” is in fact said out of love
instead of out of hate?

Another student: Wha knows? There're no positives. Whatever is, whatever is.
Just take the day and be happy.

¥: Except thal a person always has a choice of whether or not he's poing to
conceive of this world as a battlefield. And people who approach the world with
that understanding—that it's nothing but a battlefield—are going to do nothing
but pet into bariles,

5:  Well, it is a battlefeld, brother; but what's more important is what's going to
come out of this battle. You know you're engaged ina battle. Just like 50 many.
Your canse is the important thing, of course.

¥: The cause of love?

5: Thats a very good cause.

¥: That's my cause, and 1 think that's God's cause, oo,

S: Well, love.. hate...they are all the same, because you cin't have love without
hate.

¥: 1 belicve you cam.

5: 1 don't think so at all, because you can'l define one without the other.
Everybody knows there's evil clanking around in the streets, and it takes an awful
lot of love 1o melt those iron and cement cells and militia tanks.

¥:  Yes, but all this clanking around in the strects begins in the fearts of human
beings. It begins with pecple; and if you ean change people, you can change the
wirld.

S5 You don’t change people.

¥: | think you do. It ix possible to define love without contrasting it to hatred.
My favorite definition of love—you want to hear i?

5: Sore!

V: Love is desiring to do good to another. Whenever that desire to do good 1o
another person—to the entire family of God—exists then that is love.

WAS GOD INVENTED BY AMAMN?

%: 1 read the front of the Bible and it savs translated by King James or some
dude like that. And it was probably invented by a government to keep their
people in line.

¥: Yoo mean God 15 an invention of government?




&1 Yeah [ really think so. An Giod is a eruteh for o Lot of people, man; itsa
righieous crutch.

¥: Whatil a personis lame and limping? Docs he reed'a eruteh? Are vou saying
crutches have no valoe?

5: It all depends,

¥: For another thing, even where there are no governments—in some of the
oldest tribal structures and pre-tribal structures among the aborigines of
Australia, for example—there is religlon, a beliel in God. So how could you Ay
il s set wp by the government, il people who Pave no government still believe in
God?

51 That's cool. Ha, ha, yeah, [ean dig that.

¥: In other words, there is & spirilual need in man.

{To another student)

¥: Do vou believe there is a God?

51 lThere's something, somewhers.

{Laughter)

¥:  Youmean in order Lo create this world and this universe and hold everyihing
together the way everyihing is held together there would have 1o be a God to
cxplain it all?

St There's something, somewhere, that caused all this. Tdon’t know what it is,
Vi | strongly believe that there is a God, and that by personal experience an
individual can have & sense of Errowinm: God. A person can have a sense of
[ellowship with God, that this i 4 Frendly universe, in spite of evidence
sometimes 1o the contrary. Man can live as a son of God and a brother to his
fellow man, and this can transform the world—living as ane family of God.

WHO IS GOD?

5: Who s God?

¥: What did you sav?

5 Who is God?

¥: Who o God? | believe God 15 the Father of all human beings, thar God iz 1he
First Source and Cenier, that God is the Creator, Controller and Infinite
Upholder of all reality. What do yeor think He is?

5; | believe he's all that, but he's more. He's volition. So, what if volition says
that God is of no practical use, thal only volition is of practical use?

¥: A God who can change volition—that is, who can change the will, the
vutlook, the understanding of people—is very relevant, And 1 believe God cin
do that. I"'ve seen this happen in my own life,

S What aboul man changing the idea of God? Doesn’t man do that?

V: | belicve that not only is God made in man’s image, sometimes (in tha
religion has evolved and the concepis of God have changed) but also that God
first of all made man in His image. Certainly, our concepts, our theories, aur
idcas and theologics of God have changed; but | think the Fatherhood of God is
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still a very relevarnr idea becavse this iz a God (o whom a person cin refare.
HOW CAN I BE CERTAIN OF LIFE AFTER DEATH?

5:  Daoyou believe that everyone dies when their time eomes? That when Gid
feels that it's your time, you dic?

Y: No, | don't

5 Some people do believe that, and ['just can'i conceive of it Like, jusi a
maonth ago one of my best friends died from drogs, But, Tdon't see how someons
might sy, = Well, it was her time to go. God Telt that she was no longer useful on
this earth,” or whatever, And | just don't see that ot uil.

¥: Mo, I don’t believe that either. But 1 oo belicve that God s infinitely
compassionate, thal God is infinitely loving. And | do believe there is life after
death.

5:  Oh, I belicve there is life after death, too, very strongly. But 1 believe what J
helieve—bits and pieces from beliels of other people. ..

¥: Sort of a "ereedal cafeteria™

5: Yea, I puess 5o,

¥i  Well, [ do believe there i= lilfe after death; and 1 belicve that man docs not oo
through venrs of assiduous work developing character, learning patience,
learning how to love and all the rest of this only to have it all snofled out
mcaninglessly for the rest ol eternity, | do believe there s a spirireeal aspect to lifc,
and it is that spivitual aspect to life that survives death.

Ancther Studenl; 5o yvou courageously and heroically chonss to assume that
there 15 life after death. 1 must admit that that s a courageous and heroie
ASSUMpIion.

Vi Thank you.

5: It takes that much courage to put yourself that Tar owt on a limb,

¥: And here vou come with a saw!

{Laughter]

&: Here [ come with a saw. | don’t know—why can’t vou just live naw? We
krow we're alive now. Why don't we live now and et deaih take core of itsell?
That's what I'm saving.

¥: I'm as sure that P'm gaing 1o live after my death as | am sure that 1am alive
Henw.

DO YOU NEED GOD TO LOVE PEOPLE?

5: Do you need to believe in a God to treat someonc else as your brother? Do
vou really need this?

¥: Let me ask you this: do you think the brotherhood of man is possible?
5: Do | really think so? No.

Y: Why not:




5: [ think people are just not ever going ta be willing to freat evervone as a
brother.

¥: Maybe it is because we are reluctant to think of one God as being our
Father, and the planet as being a family, What do vou think?

5: Well, I don't know, but the Christians have never really been ableto dothis.
Take [or example the crusades, {sarcastically) [ mean that shows a lot of “love
and affection” toward the Moslems!

¥: A distinction has to be made between the religion of Jesus and the religion
abowr Jesus. Historically we've done a lot of talking afout Jesus, and thers have
been a lot of teachings abow? what Jesus taught. But what he bimsellwas talking
about was a relationship of fove. He was talking about compassion, about
turning the other cheek, about doing good to & person who does evil o you,
about loving your neighbor as yourself,

IS THERE A PURPOSE IN THE UNIVERSE?

5:  1ljust don’t believe that all this was created by some spirit. | think scientists
have proof on the creation of the universe that 1s much more satisfving to me. I've
found it much easier to belicve than the Bible.

¥: So you think that God did not create everything?

5: Idon’t think he even cxists.

¥: He wouldn't do much creating then.

5: He created nothing.

¥: Yousay vou think that the reason God does not exist is becanse if is possible
to aceount for the universe and explain everything that exists without God?
5:  Well, that’s one reason. And I've seen no proof of God except for everybody
Jumping around with their Bibles and screaming and yelling and building huge
buildings.

¥: What about the design of the universe? The cleavage properties of minerals,
the atomic structure of the elements, and so forth? Does it seem too incredible to
have been just an accident?

5: Mmmm. [t isn’t an accident—you know—I wouldn't—well, vou know. It
an accident, but it isn’t reaflyan accident...it's more like, uh, that is the way things
happened, all the atoms created and all the dusts swirled around and created
planets and the gasses created the stics,

¥V: [If you were walking along the streel and you came across a transistor radio,
took the back off and looked inside and it had nine or ten transistors, it had
batteries and sll the rest; vou turned it on and You wereable to get a radio station
with it—would vou he inclined to think that it just happened, or would you be
inclined to imagine that it probably was designed and manufactured?

8, Oh, it was designed and manufactured. [ wouldnt think that it just
happened.

¥: Do you think an atormt might be more complex than a transistor radio?
5: Yes.

Another student: 1 strayed away [roni the religion that 1 had been taught and
began to enjoy the pleasures of sin fora reason. And [ didn't want tostand up and
face the responsibility of God and the responsibility of my life, and so 1 tried to
give other answers and other reasons [or the existence of things without God, 1
was just frusirated.

V: There is no explanation, you think, without God?

8: There ésn't. | was just frustrated and bewildered. My brains were wracked
Lrying to give other reasons for the existence of things and obher reasons for the
purpose of my life ontside of keeping the commandments of God. I tried to give
reasons for this; | was frusteated; [ was abouot to go out of my mind. But the
moment that [ turned back to religion and accepted God and prayed to God and
asked him to give me strength, things began to calm down and | began to feel
more ke mysaIf again,

V: And part of what convinced you and made you certain of the existence and
the reality of God, you said, was the design and the order of the cosmaos and the
universe?

5: Right. ves, in the order that is in the universe.

V: Ope mathematician has said that the odds of the universe happening by
accident without a God —without a designer—are equivalent to the chances of an
unabridged dictionary resulting from an explosion in a printing shop.
(Laughter)

S5: [ like that,

V: In facl, George Gallup, creator of the Gallup Poll, said that he could proye
God statistically just by the human body: all the fantastic biochemical and
metabolic processes that take place; the design—{rom the retina of the eye to
glandular hormone structure; that it would be a mathematical impossibiling and
ineredibility that all this could have happened by accident. There is a creator,
Crond.

§: Vern, you cant be. You just said we can have no knowledge of life after
death, Empirical methods break down about such things as death,

¥: What I'm saying is that faith ieself is a state of knowledge. When Kathleen
Mormis—the San Francsco novelist—died, someone went back and found a 1924
edition of Fanity Fair magazine. The editor had requested famous Americans to
write their own epitaphs. [ remember the one Kathleen Norris wrote:

“Thiz model mother, sister, wife

Believed through all her joys and wocs

That life is death and death is life;

And now she knows.”

1 believe that, too!




IL HOW CAN I FIND AND KNOW GOLDY

WHAT DOES GOID REQUIRE OF PEOPLE?

5:  Jesus had long hair in the pictures and a beard, Does that mean that hewasa
hippie? Dioes that mean he was dirty?

¥:  Arevou asking, "If a person has long hair, does God condemn that person?”
Clearly not,

5: Why does everyone say that a boy with long hair is diry and grimy, and all
ihat junk?

¥: God is concerned with the innier motivations in the hearts of people.

5: Hes in my heart? ;

¥: He kmows what's in there, Yes, in one sense you could say that he &in there.
S: Okay, but then if hes in my heart, what about the people who have bad
hearts?

V: (Laughter) | mean tosay, in vour inner suirdand your motivarions, in your
mind or in your saul,

Another Student:. [ think “heart™ would be meant figuratively.

¥: Thank you lor that explanatory footnote. Yes, I think the important thing is
that God diees know what's ina person's mind, butitis not a matier of how longa
person’s hair is, It says i Micah, “What does the Lord require of you but todo
justly, and love mercy, and walk humbly waih your God.™ These are the
requirements—not the length of hair, That other is all secondary.

DO I HAVE TO CHANGE BEFORE [ CAN FIND GOD?

Male Street Person: 1 used to be strung oul on smack,

¥: You vsed to be on heroin, in other words.

5 Yes

¥: For how long a period of time were you on heroin?

5: | shor it every day {or a year.

¥: How much was that habit costing vou? How expensive was 1t at that time?
5: Well, it probably ran as high as Gfly doltars a day. And | have burned
pecple!, npped them off2, 1 have been in knife fights—

¥: Winning or losing?

5: Some | won, some I lost. As | =mile now you can see some teeth missing. 1t
nearly cost me my life, 1 got o0 bad into burning and npping off that people were
out to kill me for it

{H]

V: This was during the period of time—you say for a year—while vou were on
heroin?

5 Right

¥: Continually and every day?

5;  Righe, right.

¥: And then you found God, and this changed your life?

S: Iwasin Mendocine Hospital for my third time and when | was released, the
very same day 1 was released, I thought back to the other two times 1 was
relensed, 1 Mashed on? what the psychiatrist said. He told me that if [ wanted to
kick the habit, I'd have to stay up there at least @ year, and even after that tme
they weren't sure that I'd be off of it or not. As soon as | came out, | s0ld my bus
licket to go to San Francisco. I had some money, and 1 was thinking of going
back into the ity my third time and fixing that same day I got out of the hospital,
which [ had done the previous two times I was released,

¥: Taking a shot of heroin?

5:  Right, the same day [ got out of the hospital, And 1 Knew Lwas poing tadail,
And I stood on & hichway, then I started doing some soul-scarching. Becouse ['ve
had it, you know, 've had it up as far as 1 can take it

¥: You probably almost felt as if you were searching for your soul, didn’t you,
in the soul-searching that you did ot that point?

&1 Yeah, | was searching for something to rescuc me from all of this,
Everywhere 1 turned, like, I've even tried to take acid? 1o get away {tom heroin.
I've tried Lo take spead® to pet awiy from heroin, And | met a chick, and 1 went
out with her for a while and we were making it together, but 1t didn’t work.
¥: Then how wis it that you found God as a personal experience in your lifc
after all this drug=-taking and all this trouble youd had?

S:  Allstrung out ondope, thinking all these lowly, dirty thoughts about ripping
people off, and burning them, it was a comforting thought to know that [ don’t
have to straighten out to come to God, but he can take me just as famand come
into my life.

¥: Exactly as you wers

8: | uzed to think that in order to meet Gaod, ['d have to clean up first, and 1'd
have Lo get my head straight, and get all these thoughts out of my head and all —
about ripping off and burning. and purse-snatching, and whatever. But it's not
true! He don't care winat's in your mind. He doesn’t care what you look like. He
sees vou inside, He wants to know if you're searching, if you want the truth, if you

*hurmng people™: cheating others when selling tlegal drugs,
™npping off: stealing.

“flazhed on®; thought of.

Maeig™ LS

#gpeed™ methamphetamines and stimulants,



wanl to change your way of life, if vou want to come to the truth and the light—
that's what he's infergsted in,

V: He's interested in this questing and hungering for your heart, whether you're
feengry for God,

WHAT DOES IT FEEL LIKE TO FIND GOD?

S:  Well, like, what was your feeling when you finally, vou know, hit it?

¥i When | found God, vou mean?

5:  Yeah, yeah. Did you see im? Did you see him, or did vou see the golden
gates and all that stulf? Did you see heaven through the clouds?

Y:  No, Ldidn't see anything with my physical eyes, but it wasa joyous feeling.
51 You felt it in vour hod)?

Vi Iicltit, I'dsay, in my soud Heltitspiritually. The finding of God wasn't just
i glandular ar emotional feeling.

IS FINDING GOD A DECISION?

Vi It's when you're dnving down the freeway ten miles over the speed limit
between twao diesel semisand behind a moving vin ona rainy midnight with your
seal belt unbuckled and no tread on the tires and all of a sudden the rear doors of
the mmi::g_wn come flying open and a grand piano with a four-poster bed
strapped to it rolls out on the freeway — it's at a time like thas the average person
lesrns 1o pray.

{Laughter)

851 I’ ar a time like that the averape person ofies!

¥: However, should you have a bit more time 31 your disposal, you might want
1o try what Jesus said: “Go into your closet, ¢lose the door and pray.”

81 Whenever | hear a preacher, | pray that they po away.

(Laughier}

Another Student: Either it"s [spiritual motivation] there or it's not, and all the
rituals and all the things you're going to do are not going to change it. And, in
fact, | believe that it’s always there. and what you've got to do is find it and
exploit it to the greatest degree.

¥: 1f a man had oil or gold in his backvard and all the geological enginesrs on
earth knew it, they could all come parading up to his front door with attache
vases in their hands and with maps and demonstrations that there was oil or ok
on his land; but if a man chase not to believe it, he could go on living ina hovel
snd on a bare subsistence existence by the sheer refusal to helicve something il
good was already in his possession. And that’s the condition of most people on
this planet right now. They don't believe because they almost aciwmantly refiseto
believe that anything that good could be truz—that man could be a child of God,
infinitely loved, with a spark of divinity within him!
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HOW CAN I FEEL GOD'S LOVE?

S: 1 had a drug problem.

V: You wers taking what—L50?

S: 1 was taking everything, I1did specd for two years, I've done smack, I wasina
mental hospital for acid—I'm just a typical drug addict.

Vi Are vou still on it all?

S: Yeah, and | might...like my head is so messed up that, wh..that I can’t think
straight any more. Like | have a lot of feelings that I can't express. Well, I said
one time, “I'm not gonna do the hype any more."

V: You mean you were not going to shoot heroin or speed?

S: Yeah, I said I wasn't going to do itanymore and that was in tenth grade, and
1 just did up some coke [cocaine] a couple of days ago. You know, il hasn't
worked. 1 got into a religious trip a couple of years ago, in eighth grade, and 1
really dug it. I read the Rible and I've gone through the whole bit, you know.
V: The cruciel thing is to make a complete commitment of your life to God and
sy, “Father, here [ am, as a daughter of yours, | give my life totally to you.” Then
open yourself entirely to God's will and spirit, That's a beautiful decision. Do
you see what | mean? The two great commandments in Mark, chapter twelve,
were: “You shall love the Lord your God with all vour heart, soul, mind and
strenpth, and you should love your neighbor as yoursell.” And when this new
love begins to dominate your life, there is a joy in it and then vou'll I:_u: cerlain
about if, and you'll have power over drugs and over anything that binds you.
5:  Well, how would T get this feeling? What would | do to—what would [ do?
¥: You have to have the fafth to believe it In the same way, [could hold out a
handful of diamonds to you, but the choice would still be yours toaccept them.
That's the choice. It's a choice to aecepr the lave and forgiveness of God. 1f you'll
only accept it, then you can know the joy of living as a daughter of God. Anditsa
thrill!

S: Ok, [ understand now— _
V: Just gceepi it. Remember that God is a Father, that he is infinitely loving
and vou are infinitely valuable; that God knows every hair on your head, every
thought in your mind, every cavity in your teeth, and he loves you. Right?
Different Student: 1| mean, His mercy endures forever.

¥: That's how loving God is! And if you can just dare to believe that and live
that way by [aith every day and accept this infinite love of God, there's power in
gh “[1,-'.:5_];,_ Okay, Lcan .. . alright . . . Tunderstand that. owell, Tean diethat, Al-

right . . . I'll g that. ;-
¥: And then go out and begin to five in this new way. Live by that faith. Acton
that feich and life is a joy! .

%: Yeah. Yeah, you talked me jrie it I'm going Lo g0 UPSLAICS—

¥: ({Laughter) That's great! What do you think of that!

Second Student:  Man, that's feauifod!
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Omly transformed individuals
can creafe a transformed world
Only better men and women
can fashion n betier society
Only advanced eitizens

can architect an advanced civilization

All humankind are one vast family
This world our home
We sleep beneath one roof
the starry =ky
We warm ourselves before one hearth
the blazing sun
L'pon one Moor of soil we siand
And breathe one wir
And drink one water
And walk the night beneath one luminescent moon
The Children of one God we are
And brothers of one bloosd

And members in one worldwide Family of God

By Vern Bennom Grimsley



