August 30, 1966

The following is in response to & request from West Coast field secretary Julia
Fenderscn, who asked thet we write a brief description of our Urantia-based radio
ministry.

The "Family of God" radic broadeest is an independent adventure which we, Vern and
Hanoy Grimsley, heve underteken in order to proclaim the Urantisn teachings of
Jesue to & spiritually seeking generaticon. We cell the program "The Femlly of God"
because in Paper 170, "The Kingdom of Heaven," pege 1861, paragraph 6, The Urantia
Bool says of Jesus, "He once spoke of such an experdence as 'Tamily fellowship
with Gcd the Father.' Jesus sought to substitute meny terms for the Kingdom, but
elways without success. MAmong others, he used: the Tamily of God, the Father's
will, the Friends of God," etec....(itelics mine).

We believe that today, in this 20th century, the family-concept stends es the clear-
g5t and most succinct possible pummaticn of Jesus' true gospel as presented in the
Urantia Book-=--the Fatherneood of God and the Brotherhocd of Man.

The "Family of God" broadesst i1s frenkly and unapologetically evangeligtic--not in
the hyper-emoticnhal sense, but rather in the style of those evanpelists sent Torth
by Jesus, who "teught and preached the gospsl.' (Pege 1658, p.3) Emphasis is
placed on personel religious experience (Paper 103) as opposed to instituticnalized
creeds and forms (Paper 99}. Ile mention 1s ever mads of the chureh.

The length of the program is 15 minutes; it began late in 1964% with early Saturday
morning broadeasts ohee a week over KFAY, Sen Francigco--&2 full-power, 50,000 watt
A.M. radio station. Weow, in 1966, it is heard deily from Sen Franecisco st 5:45
P.M. ...which ig conpgidered in the radioc business to be "prime time.” Mail response
14 not heavy, but steady and growing. KPAX covers most of the west coast, from
Heorthern California to Alaska, and well beyend Midway Island in the Pacific Ocean.
Letters, however, come primarily frum Celifornia, Oregon, end Weshington.

The propgram is heard weekly on KVEG, Les Veges, MNevads, which slsc reaches parts
cof lower Californis, Uteh, and Avizena. A similar cnce-a-week broedeast will soon
go on the alr over KIUL redio, NEC in western Kansas.

ALl programs are tape-recorded on cur own professicnal equipment (new value,
$3,500), and further improvements in technical sound will be made 85 we are able
to afford them. But even at present, the electronic guality of 'The Family of
God" 1s high enough to be accepted on any A M. brosdeasting station.

Why redic? Reecent surveys indicate that, when compared to TV, newspapers, ate.,
raedio offers the widest coverage for the least smount of money. We frenkly feel
that the basic religicus teaching of the Urantia Book oust be proclaimed to as
meny people a8 possible. It is too good not to be shared.

However, no mention of the Urantia Book or the Urantia Brotherhood is ever mada on
the air. Rather, with Dr. Sedler's permissicn, I have "beotlegged" Urantia mate-
rial into my talks, but without on eny oceasion neming my source.

I have also written pamphlets--"Kin to the Creator" and "detting to FEnow God'--
which we send to listeners witheut cost. o request 1g ever made for money, either
over the air or by letter. If we did, mail response would incresse considerably,
ut we would prefer not to ask for contributions.
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Frequently, listeners write with personsl problems or religious perplexities; our
angyars are taken from the Urantia Boolk, Letters are never read an the airv.

Hatey and I have been amazed at the way in which doors have opened up for this
radic work. Examples:
Every other daily, 15 minute religious program on KPAX, San Francisco, is
charged $350 a week for air time. But "The Pamily of God" iz on free (except
for ocur expenses in creating, producing, teping and mailing it) because the
stetion menager likes 1t. We hope they don't chenge menagers.

The progrem is on KIUL in Kansas because of my perscnel friendship with a
broadeaster thers.

And T did a series of recorded guitar station-breaks in even exchange for
elr time in Les Vegas, on ENI.

The following are excerpts which have Deen influential in ocur decisicn fo put
Urantia religion on the radio; they stress the urgency of evangelism, the profound
necessity for all of us who read the book to imvelve cureelwes in religious out-
reach., "From those to whom much hee been given, much shsll be required.”

"Modern man is confronted with the task of making mere readjustments of human val-
ues in one generetion then hewve been pede in two thousend years." p. 10135. (This
strongly suggests the iemediate uses of mass media of commnicetion.)

"All Urantie is waiting for the proclmmation of the enncbling message of Michael,
unencurbered by the accumuleted doctrines snd dogmas of nineteen centuries of con-
taet with the religicne of evelutionsry origin. The hour is striking for present-
ing to Buddhism, to Christisnity, to Hinduism, even to thea peoples of all faiths,
not the gospel sbout Jesus, but the living, spiritusl reelity of the gospel of
Jesus." P, 1041,

"There must come & revival of the sctual teachings of Jesus, such a restatement as
will undo the work of his eerly followers who went sbout to ecreate a sociophilo-
sophical system of belief regarding the feest of Michael's sojourn eon earth.” P.1366

"Urantia is now guivering on the wvery brink of one of its most amazing and enthral-
ling epochs of socisal readjustment, moral quickening, end spiritual enlightenment.”

"Religion does need new leaders, spiritusl men and women who will dere to depend
solely on Jesus and his incempareble teachings. If Chrishisnity persists in
peglecting its apiritusl mission while it comtimues to busy itsell with socizl
and material problems, the epiritusl repaissence must ewait the coming of these
new teechers of Jesus!' religion who will be execlusively devoted to the spiritusl
regeneration of men, And then will these spirit-born souls quickly supply the
iegderehip and Inspiration requisite Tor the soeisal, moral, eccnomic, and politi-
cal reorganizetion of the world,...The hour ds strikdng for & rediscovery of the
true and original Toundations of present-dey disterted and compromised Christian-
ity--the real life and teachings of Jesus." P. 2082
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For ug, the "Family of God" redio broadcest 1s & response not only to the book's
imperative that the Urantian gospel of Jesus be proclaimed, but alse to the clear
celling of E.L. Christensen, Fresident of the Urantis Brotherhood, who in her mes-
sage Lo the first triennial delegete agsembly cn August 20, 196k, said:

It 15 ocur burden %o bring life on this planet up to a new level, which we cen
and will do when we sincerely become imbued with the idea that we are ambasgsa-
dors of a heavenly kingdcm just as surely as were the twelve apostles who fol-
lowed Jesus. Those twelve men were so inspired by Jesus' life ard teachings

that they went forth and turned the whele world upeide down. T prey we will
do lilkewise.

During wy short tenure as Presldent of the Urantia Brotherhood I have expounded
on two theses: firat, that we become living prophets of the Patherbood of Ged
end the Brotherhocod of Man, and second, that we remember to subordinate the
Urantia Bock to the service of God,

Perhaps we should take a wmoment now to listen once sgain to Jesus' admoniticn
to his apostles during one of his profound diseussions on religion: "I admon-
igh you %o give up the practice of guoting the prophets of old, end instesd
aspire to beccme living prophets and spiritusl heroes of the ccming kingdom."

What is & prophet? Webster says a prophet is:

1. The praoclaimer of s revelation

2. One who speaks fer ancther, especislly for God
3. An inspired revealer, interpreter, or spokesman
L. One whose office it is to deliver & meESage.

What a message we have to deliver! We heve in our hands & veritsble El Dorsdo

of riches. Only a handful of men end women on Urentin ere so fortunste, so
privileged, a= we are.

I am not teo mach interested in the nupber of Urantie Books you dispense, but
I am Tremendously interested in the soule you will lead into the kingdem by
your own proclamation of the dyhamile truths ebout God and his universe which
Jesus has revealed to you; in how you are feeding the hungry souls that you
meet "as you pass by."

To emphaslze my point I weni to paraphrase a statement mede by our first Presi-
dent dn his report to the Brotherhood at the end of his three-yeer tenure: Te
must be cereful not to confuse primary end secondary loyaelties, Our primery
spiritual loyelty is to the Universal Father, and to him slone. When we en=
counter some spivitually hungry brother cur first cbjective iz to bring him
eleser to his beavenly Father. This we mey attempt to do with or withcut the
bock. A1l things ere gecondary and subordinate to the secquisition of this cne
prize: +the realization of sonship with God. The book itself is not an end;
it is & most important means to an end. If the Urantis Bock becomes mandatory
in our ministry, then we have truly suberdinsted to it cur first and primary
objective and purpose, es Urantiens, which is: the service of God.




