
August 30, 1966 

The fol lowing i s  i n  response t o  a reques t  from West Coast f i e l d  s e c r e t a r y  J u l i a  
Fenderson, who asked t h a t  t7e wri.te a b r i e f  desc r ip t ion  of our Urantia-based r a d i o  
minis t ry .  

The "Family of God" r a d i o  broadcast  is  an independent adventure trh5ch we, Vern and 
Rancy Grimsley, have undertaken i n  ordcr  t o  proclaim t h e  Urantian teachings of 
Jesus  t o  a s p i r i t u a l l y  seeking generat ion.  \Je c a l l  t h e  program "The Fairiik~ of Cod" 
because i n  Paper 170, "The Kingdom of Heaven, " page 1361, paragraph 6, -.- The TJrant 'a -. . . A - -- 
Book says of Jesus ,  "He once spoke of such an experience as  ' f a n i l y  ?e l lo?~s :~ ;p  - 
with God t h e  Father . '  Jesus  sought t o  s u b s t i t u t e  many terms f o r  t h e  Kin;c?om, isi~i, 
always without success. b o n g  others ,  he used: t h e  fami1.y of God, t h e  F a t h e r ' s  ------ 
w i l l ,  t he  Friends of God, " etc . .  . . ( i t a l i c s  mine). 

We be l i eve  t h a t  today, i n  t h i s  20th century, the  fanily-concept s tands  a s  t h e  c l ea r -  
e s t  and most succinct  poss ib le  s w a t i o n  of Jesus '  t r u e  gospel a s  presented i n  t h e  
Urant ia  Book--the Fatherhood of God and t h e  Brotherhood of Man. - 
The "Family of God" broadcast  i s  f rank ly  and unapologet ica l ly  evangel is t ic - -not  i n  
t h e  hyper-emotional sense, but  r a t h e r  i n  t h e  s t y l e  of those evange l i s t s  sen t  f o r t h  
by Jesus ,  who "taught  and preached t h e  gospel. " (page 1658, p. 3) Ehphasis i s  
placed on personal  r e l i g i o u s  experience (Paper 103) a s  opposed t o  S.nst i tut ionaliz-?d 
creeds and forms (Paper 99). No mention is ever made of t h e  church. 

The l eng th  of t h e  program i s  15 minutes; it began l x t e  i n  1964 with e a r l y  Se.turrlay 
morning broadcas ts  once a week over P A X ,  San Francisco--e fu.11-power, 50,000 x a t t  
A.M. r a d i o  s t a t i o n .  No17, i n  1966, it is  heard d a i l y  frcirn San Fi-ancisco a t  5: 45 
P.r.1.. . .which i s  considered i n  t h e  r a d i o  busi.ness t o  b e  " p r i m  t h e .  " Mail response 
i s  no t  heavy, but  s teady and growing. PAX covers most of the west coast ,  f r o x  
Northern Ca l i fo rn ia  t o  Alaska, and wel l  beyond Midway I s l and  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  Ccean. 
Le t t e r s ,  however, ccme p r imar i ly  from Cal i fornia ,  Oregon, and IJasliington. 

The p r o g r m  i s  heard weekly on KVEG, Las Vegas, Nevada, which a l s o  reaches -parks 
of lower Cal i fornia ,  Utah, and Arizona. A s i m i l a r  once-a-week broadcast  w l l l  soon 
go on t h e  a i r  over KIUL radio ,  1BC i n  western Kansas. 

A l l  programs a r e  tase-recorded oil our own p ro fess iona l  eqzipment (new value, 
$3,500)~ and f u r t h e r  inprovements i n  t echn ica l  sound trl.11 be made a s  we a r e  ab le  
t o  a f f o r d  them. But even a t  present ,  t h e  e l e c t r o n i c  qual5ty of "Tlie Farnri.1~ of 
God" i s  high enough t o  be a c c q t e i i  on any A.M. broadcast ing s t a t i o n .  

Clhy radio?  Recent surveys i n d i c a t e  t h a t ,  when compared t o  W, newspapers, esc. ,  
r a d i o  o f f e r s  t h e  widest  coverage f o r  the  l e a s t  amount of money. TJe f r ank ly  f e e l  
t h a t  t h e  bas ic  r e l i g i o u s  teaching of t'ne Urant ia  Book must be  proclalrned t o  es  
many people a s  poss ib le .  It i s  t o o  good no t  t o  be shared. 

Hotrever, no mention of t h e  Urant ia  Book o r  t h e  Urant ia  Brotherhocd is  ever nadc on - 
t h e  a i r .  Rather, with D r .  S a d l e r l s  permission, I have "bootlegged" Urant ia  mate- 
rial i n t o  my t a l k s ,  b u t  without on any occasion naming my source. 

I have a l s o  w r i t t e n  pamphlets--"Kin t o  t h e  Creator" and "Getting t o  Know Godu-- 
which we send t o  l i s t e n e r s  without cos t .  No reques t  i s  ever made f o r  money, e i t h z r  - 
over t h e  a i r  o r  by l e t t e r .  If we did, mail  response would increase  considerably, 
b u t  we would p r e f e r  no t  t o  ask f o r  con t r i '~u t ions .  



Frequently, l i s t e n e r s  wr i t e  with personal problems or re l ig ious  perp lex i t i e s ;  our 
answero a r e  taken from the  Urantia Book. Le t te r s  a r e  never read on t he  a i r .  -- 
T,Jc?lnc;r and I have been amazed a t  the  way i n  which doors ha:ie opened up f o r  t h i s  
radio  work. Ekrnp1.e~ : 

htrerj; other dai ly ,  1 5  minute re l ig ious  program on WAX, San Francisco, !s 
charged $350 a week f o r  air  time. But "The Farnib oi' God" i s  on f r e e  (except 
f o r  our expenses i n  creating,  producing, taping and mailing it) because ti12 
s t a t i o n  manager l i k e s  it. We hope they don' t  change managers. 

The program is  on KIUL i.n Kansas because of my personal  friendship wl'ih a 
broadcaster  the re .  

And I d id  a s e r i e s  of recorded gu i t a r  s tat ion-breaks i n  even exchacge f o r  
a i r  time i n  Las Vegas, on KVEG. 

The folloiring a r e  excerpts which have been i ~ l f l u e n t l a l  i n  our d.ecision t o  nut 
Urantia r e l i g ion  on t h e  radi.0; they s t r e s s  the  urgency of evangelism, t h e  profound 
necess i ty  f o r  a l l  of us who read the  book t o  involve ourselves i n  religLous out- 
reach. "From those t o  whom much has been given, much s h d l  be  required." 

"14odern man i s  confronted with t h e  t a sk  of making more readju.stmei~ts of hu,lan val -  
ues i n  one generation than h2ve been made i n  two thousand years.  " p. 102-3. (This 
s t rongly  suggests the  imnediate uses of mass media of cormnunication. ) 

" A l l  Urantia i s  wait ing f o r  t he  proclamatLon of the  ennobltng message of l<?-chzel, 
unencunbered by t he  accumulated doctr ines  and dogmas of nineteen centur ies  or" col -  
t a c t  with t h e  r e l i g ions  of evolutionar-y o r i s i n .  The how is  s t r i k i n g  f o r  pres?n-t- 
ing t o  Buddl~ism, t o  Chr i s t i an i ty ,  t o  Hinduism, even t o  the  2eoples of a l l  f s < t h s ,  
not t he  gospel about Jesus, but  t he  l iv ing ,  s p i r i t u a l  r e a l l t y  of t h e  g o s ~ e l  05 
Jesus." P. 1041. 

"There nus t  come a rev iva l  of t he  ac tua l  teachings of Jesus,  such a restatement a: 
w i l l  undo t he  work of h i s  e a r l y  fol.lowe~-s who went about t o  c rea te  a sociophSlo- 
sopnical  system of be l i e f  regarding t he  f a c t  of Michael's so: ourn on ear th .  * '  P. l,%:; - 
"Urantia is  now quivering on t he  very br ink of one of i t s  most axazing and enthra l -  
l i n g  epochs of soc i a l  readjustment, moral quickening, and s p i r i t u a l  enlighixnine~ii;.'' 

"Religion does need new leaders ,  s p i r i t u s l  men and i:ornen who w i l l  dare t o  degmd 
so l e ly  on Jesus and h i s  iiicc1ripz~8ble teachings. If ChristLenity pe r s f s t s  i n  
neglecting i t s  s p i r i t u a l  mission while it continues t o  busy i t s e l f  with socLal 
and mater ia l  problems, t he  sp5.r i tual  renafssance nus t  a ~ r a i t  t he  cccing of t5ese  
new teachers of Jesus '  r e l i g ion  who w i l l  be  rjuclusl-~el2- devoted t o  t he  s p i r i t u a l  
regeneration of men. And then w i l l  these spiri-L-born s d s  quickl:r sup2ly t h e  
leadership  and insp i ra t ion  r equ i s i t e  f o r  the  socia l ,  mord ,  e - c n o ~ i c ,  ail6 :,olit; L - 
c a l  reoyganization of t h e  world .... Thz houi- i s  str iki .ng f o r  a rediscovery of t he  
t r u e  and o r i g ina l  foundations of p?esent-day d i s t o r  Led and coniproaised Christ ian- 
i ty-- the  r e a l  l i f e  and teachings 02 Jesus."  P. 2382 



For us, t h e  "FanTly of God" r a d i o  broadcast  is  a response not  only t o  t h e  book's 
iype ra t ive  t h a t  t h e  Urantian gospel  of Jesus  be proclaimed, b u t  a l s o  t o  t h e  cl-ecr 
cell in^ of E.L. Chri.s+,ensen, Pres ident  of t h e  Urant ia  Drotlierhcod, wfio i n  he r  ines- 
sage .to t h e  f i r s t  t r i e n n i a l  de legate  assembly on August 20, 1964, sa id :  

It i s  our burden t o  b r ing  l i f e  on t'nis p lane t  up "i a nnev l e v e l ,  ~ r h i c h  we call 
and w i l l  do when we s i n c e r e l y  become imbued with t h e  Sdes t h a t  we a r e  a~di)ass:i- 
dors of a heavenly kingdcm just  a s  s u r e l y  a s  were t h e  twelve apos t l e s  '7h0 i o l -  
lo-red Jesus .  Those twelve men were so  insp2red by Jesus  ' l i f e  and t e a c h i n ~ s  
i h a t  they went f o r t h  and turned t h e  whole world upside down. I ?rair we w i l l  
do l ikewise.  

Curing my shor t  tenure a s  Pres ident  of the Urant ia  Brotherhood I have e:cpo:!ndec? 
on two t'nr-ses: f i r s t ,  t h a t  we become l i v i n g  prophets of the  Fatherhocd of Go6 
and th?  Brotherhood of Nan, and second, t h a t  tre remember t o  subordinate t h e  
Urant ia  Book t o  t h e  se rv ice  of God. 

Perhaps we should t ake  a mcment now t o  l i s t e n  once again t o  Zesus'  admonition 
t o  h i s  apos t l e s  during one of h i s  ;)refound discuss ions  cn r e l i g i o n :  "I a&:cn- 
i s h  you t o  g ive  up t h e  p ~ a c t i c e  of quot5ne the prophets of old, and ins tead  
a s p i r e  t o  becccle l i v i n g  p r o p h e 3  and s p i r i t u a l  heroes of t h e  coming Irin;dc~i." 

: ,hat i s  a p r o ~ h e t ?  Vebster says a prophet I s :  
1. The proclaimer of a reve la t ion  
2. Gne who spea l~s  f o r  another, e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  Gcd 
3. An insp i red  revealer ,  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  or  spokesman 
I:. Cne trliose oi'fice it i s  t o  d e l i v e r  a message. 

;fiat a message -we have t o  de l iver!  We have I n  our hnnds a ve;.itclble 31 D~~i'z2-'_c: 
of r i ches .  Gnly a handful of men and women on Urant la  a r e  so foytunate ,  ;so 
p r iv i l eged ,  a s  we a re .  

I am not  t o o  much l n t e r e s t e d  i n  t n c  number of Urant:ia Books you dispense, but 
I a tremendously i ~ t e r e s t e d  i n  th? souls  you w i l l  lead i n t o  t h e  kirzgdom by 
your own proclamation of t h e  dynamic t r u t h s  about God arid h i s  u n i ~ e ~ s e  whFch 
Jesus  has revealed t o  you; i n  how you a r e  feeding t h e  h -mg~y  souls  t h a t  you 
meet "as you pass by." 

To eaphasize my po in t  I wznt t o  yaraphrase a statement nade by our f i r s t  P res? -  
dezt i n  l l F s  r e p o r t  to t h e  Brotheri~ood a t  t h e  end of h i s  three-year  teiii,~re: TJc 
must be c a r e f u l  not  t o  confuse prPmary and secondzry l o y a l t i e s .  Cur pri.ma-j 
s p i r i t u a l  1%-al ty  ?.s t o  t h e  Univers i l  Fatht:r, and t o  him d o n e .  Ilhen ue ell- 

c ~ u n t e r  some spir i tua2-ly hungry b ro t3e r  o w  f i r s t  objective I.; t o  b ~ ? . n g  him 
c lose r  t o  h i s  heavenly Father .  This we rncosf attem-gt t o  do wlth o r  t,r<.tllo~t -Lli? 
b ~ o i i .  A l l  t h ings  a r e  secondary and subordznate t o  t h e  acq1,lisition of t h i s  one 
p r i z e :  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o i i  of sonship with God. The book l t s e i f  is not  an --- end; 
it i s  a lnost important means t o  an end. If t h e  Urant ia  Book becomes mandator:: ---- ---..- 

i n  our mini.stry, then we ha-vil truly- subordl.?inted t o  it our f i r s t  and primary 
ob jec t ive  and p u p o s e ,  a s  Uraritians, which is: t h e  se rv ice  of God. 




