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The 
Imperative 

Outreach 
Ministry 

by Meredith J. Sprunger, Ph.D. 

The foremost priority of the Urantia movement is 
outreach ministry. We have the message the world 
most needs to hear. Missionaries of the Fifth Epochal 
Revelation must seriously ask, "How do we go about 
this task?" 

When the revelators were asked for guidance in 
answering this question they advised that we study 
Jesus' plan of outreach ministry and be guided by his 
example. Jesus spent approximately a year training his 
apostles and then begana publicministry. Fortwo years 
this ministry was largely confined to Palestine. Jesus 
then insuucced his apostles and disciples to proclaim 
the gospel throughout the world. This initiated the 
greatest missionary movement in history. 



Beginning Public Ministry 
TII dalc, wc havc nor ;tlu-ays fi~llou'cd thc advice of 

Ihc rcvclnlors o f  Thc Urrmtin Book nor rhc cs:lmplc o f  
Jcsus. 1 bclicvc it's tinic 10 inilitatc 3 public ministry 
dcsigncd 111 introduce Tile Urf l~rf in Book l o  rcccplivc 
scgmcnrsnf swictg. tvlcIhodr~Io::ics sl~ould he dcviscd 
by onrliighcst wisdom and modificd by rrpcricncc and 
pnycr. 
Levcls of Ministrv 
I snggcst l ivc lcvcls lo  communicalc llic guspcl. 

C lmsc  llic onc you fccl mosl cnmlorl;lblc with and 
slrivc for csccllcncc in  your cxcculio~i. 

First Lcvcl- Living [In Oospcl - doing good as \\c 

pnss by. ' l l ~ c  1.h in: I r l c l .  
Second Lcrcl  -Social Scl-vice - aniplifyitig thc 

gospcl t l irougl~ social action. l'11e Sncial L.e\cl. 
Th i r d  Lcvel--Tr;ldi l ion;~l Coticcpls - 

communicnting tlic gospcl t11rou:h 1ratli:iorlal 
C ~ r i s i a i i y  or other rcli:ious tcacl~in,". '1 '11~ 
T c t i l i l i ~ ~ ~ i ; ~ l  l~cvc l .  

Forrrrh Level--Contemporary Conccpts - 
commrlnic:~lin~ tlic fospcl using contcnipora? 
rcsourccs, irlcluding sharing Um~ i r i n  Rook conccpls 
u , i l I i ~u l  mcntionili$ rlic book. l i l t !  (:~I~I~PII?IIIII.;II'!. 

I .e\.c.l. 
Fif11; Lcvel-Thc U n ~ ~ i r i a  Book Conccpls - 

co~nnill~licaling lhc poslxl through lhc Fif ih E lnc l~n l  
Kcvclation. The L.5.flrrfin /look I.c\el. 

Wc SIIOUI~I CII:~_PC i n  outreach ministry on nll five 
commut~icalion lc\,cls. Tlic I ~ \ ~ c l  wc use should he 
tlctcrnti~icd hy Ihc cvol~~lion:iry rcadincss o f  lhosc wc 
nlinislcr lo. I t  is my jud:cmcnt 1h:il lhc majority o f  tlic 
pcoplc of ihc Unitcd Slatcs arc c\~olutio~ially prcparcd 
In rcwivc lhc g o s ~ l  mcssapc on lhc first thrcc icvcls. 
Many are Rcady 
I cslimatc 1hn1 IWCIIIY-live 10 ~I l i r ty- l ive pcrccnt o r  

our populalio~l is socially and culturally rcady for the 
gospcl on thc Founh Lcvcl o f  inlcllcclual-spiritu:~l 
comprclicnsion. Philosophical ma1cri;llisni and 
skepticism, however. cailses a subs1:mlial minority o f  
this group to bc psychologically or spirilually 
unprepared to accept i t .  A large numbcr of those at thc 
Conlcrnporary Levcl arc preparcd for the conccpls and 
cosmology o f  The Uranria B w k .  

1 bclicvc111at Len10 lu-cnly-livc pcrccnt ofl l icpopula~ion 
o i lhc  Unilcd Sl;ttcs is rcady to rcccivc l l ~ c  gospcl IIICSS~:~ 

on tile Fil ih Lcvcl olcorlccpluol ttndcrsta~~iiing; hnu*cvcr, 
v c n  l.cwof~ltis grouparc psyclrolo:icallyorsocially read!' 
lo consider the mssibilily o l  a "new rcvclation." Sornc 
dcgrcc o f  public cspostlrc or confroni:rtioi~ uzill hc 
ncccss:try bclon: lhc majority o f  t l i i s  scpmcnl kconics 
aware ol771c Urottlin Book and hclicvcs i t  is rc;ll. 
I\ NCIY Era Dawns 

Ourpublicministry sl~ouict hcgcarctttoihc nalurcoiour 
contemporary culrurc. \Vc have shilled f r on~  an industrial 
socicly lo an informalion socicly. Ascit izcnsoll l~c world's 
lcadin~providcrof informalit~n, we liavc man) tools nl our 
tlislmsnl. I l igh tccl~nology is isolating us from dqxndcncy 
on ncigl~lx~rs and work proups: llicrcforc. pcoplc arc 
hungry Ibr rhc human touch. Panicip:~Iiol~ in  small groups 
kcomcs incrcasin:ly imponnnt lo  our i(lcntitics 2nd \r,cll- 
Ixilig. 

Tllc ir:~nsitio~l from naliollal economics Lo ;I plohal 
cconomy scls lhc slagc for world wide socinl and religious 
fcllowshil~. Thc failurc of shon tcrm planning in  our 
~ronomic,  social, ant! moral life points lo  the l~cccssily o f  
loit:! rnnpc planning. 'l'hc dcccr~lr;tliz:~tion o f  Wcslcm 
Civiliz;~lion lcsxc~ls the im~mnanw o f  hicrarcliics ;IIIII 
power slnlclurcs wllilc increasing tlic s~gnilic;tncc ofluc:ll 
conimunitics and spccializcd networks. Stxicty builds 
from lllc hottom up. Lcss rcliarlcc 011 ccr l ln~ l - i~ ls l i lu l io~ l :~ l  
help dc\tclops flcatcr local ~lircction and ir~tlividu;ll 
inilialive. Small unils o f  socic~y ch:tr;icicrizc our cullurc 
in~oclosc-knit, panicipatorygroups govcnlcd hy a ~IIII;II 
purpusc. Eitlmrtor socicty (rcligious/sccular, ctluwlcdt 
uncduw~cd, propcrfmlpropcr) i s  p;lssing ant1 cullural 
divcnity is lal ing ils placc 11icicucing choices typify 
consun~croplions i n  all walks of l i fc.  

Wc live in Iralisilionnry times. Inlliissoci:~l ;lntl cullural 
an~bi:uily, wc 1icct1 tlic inlwvativcahilily tovcr~lu~r:  boldly 
i n  I u r c .  Tllosc will1 vision, courage, inilialive, and 
high spirilual goals wiU have cxlrnordinary Icvcrsgc and 
innucncc in  shaping l l ~  world. In  [his sh i l t i ~~g  scxicty, wc 
nccd to p l a l  and cxccule our public nl in is l~y as heralds o f  
Ihc Fifth Epoc1i;d Rcvclalion. 
Taking t he  Spiritual Path 

How we conduct our oulretlch ministry i s  lnorc 
imponant than whcnor whcre wc inlrxiucc pcople LO The 



Urantia Book. lndiffcrence and social oppositionmust 
be mct withlove, intcllcctual candor, and good humor. 
Sincc we are not starting a new religion, our public 
ministry is realitively bcnign. Jesus assures us, "my 
yokc is casy and my burden is light." This mission 
bcars thc simplicity of Philip's invitation, "Come and 
scc." We are simply introducing people to a new book 
and encouraging them to read it. Their response is in 
1hc thc hands of Ule Spirit. If the message of The 
Urantia Book docs not sell itself, we should cheerfully 
allow the reader their own interpretations and 
cvaluation. If this new vision of spiritual reality does 
not inspire people, our arguments won't either. 
Seven Pr inc ip les  of Ministry 

Thc csscnce of The Urantia Book is important and 
the hope of thc world rests upon it. Therefore, I would 
urgc you to adopt thc following seven principles of 
ministry. 
1. Use Wisdom 

Use wisdom and balance in all of your service. 
Avoid cxtrerncs, exhibitionism, oversell, and the 
spectacular. Learn to distinguish between artistic good 
tastc and the thcavical. Personal contact is more 
cffcctivc than impersonal mass media. Understand the 
wisdom and effcctivcncss of small groups. These 
groups form coalitions and networks more open and 
dynamic than hierarchical and self-servingcults. Such 
a nctwork is many times grcatcr than the sum of its 
pans. It has multiple leadership, pluralistic policies, 
and its ccntcr is everywhcrc. 
Stan where pcople are, not whcrc you are. 
Communicate in Lheir frames of rcfcrcnce and 
anticipate their reactions. Combine cxpen knowledge 
with high values in your ministry. Mastcr your mind 
through thc powcroCtheSpirit. Be stronginthcSpirit; 
know that in liaison with God nothing can defeat the 
spiritual purposcs of your life. Be fcarless but act with 
discretion. 
2. Let Love Crea te  

Let love crcate the atmosphere of your interpersonal 
relationships. You cannot effectively communicate 
with others unless you accept them with their 
imperfections. Strive to prevent your biases and 
limitations from interfering with or distorting your 

service. Support, encourage, and help people; do not 
cocrce them. See your icllows as pcrsons of wolth and 
build their sclf-respect. Be natural, gcnuinc, and cnjoy 
their company. 

Scrve out of lovc, a thankful hcart, and joy of the act 
itsclL Ministry is an internal activity o r  the creative 
mind and the loving soul. External motivations of 
service compromise thc spiritual valuc. Serving God 
solcly forcxtcrnal purposcs suchas building your sludy 
group, society, church, or a spiritual rcnaissance limits 
its spiritual value and pcrsonal satisfaction. Minister 
out of lovc; the repercussions will takc carc of 
themselves. Sc~cwi~intelligentdcdicatinn,donotuy 
to manipulate pcople. 
3. Cultivate Openness  

Tempcr your convictions with philosophic 
objcctivity. Bc honest and opcn. Cultivate freedom of 
opinion and rcspect thc right of others to disagree with 
ynurconvictions. Honor each pcrson3sGod-givcn right 
to sclf-determination. Establish common ground and 
do not contcnd with others. Let your enthusiasm for 
truth animate yourdiscussions. Never put peopledown 
or ofrcnd them. 
4. Cooperate  with Evolution 

Rccognize ha t  evolution works slowly. Do not 
cxpcct immcdiatc rcsults. Growth is unconscious and 
has muslard seed beginnings. Bc paticnt but do not 
bccornc the victim of a "do-nothing" psychology. 
Don't bury your talcnts by stagnation or cult 
obscurilics. Beconccmcdaboutminislcringcffcctivcly 
but rclatively uncnnccmcd about results. Rcalizc your 
ministry must bc planncd and wnductcd according to 
the law ~Cevolutionary rcadincss. 

Evolution, the plow of history, eventually brcaks the 
cmst of individual resistance and moves the clods of 
social stagnation. Bc loyal and persistent in your 
scrvice wilhout nccding to bc honorcd by succcss. It is 
your privilege and responsibility to minister, the results 
are in the hands of God the Suprcmc. Cultivate in 
yoursclf the mind and attitude of the Supreme. The 
vicissitudes of time do not change the goals of eternity. 
5. Live with t he  Commonplace 

Be actively involved in commonplace experiences. 
Grow, bloom, and bear fruit in the soil where you are 



planted. Ifpossible, keep yourold social and religious tics 
strong and healthy. Share at the levcl of spiritual 
acceptance. When you are a tadpole don't pretcnd to bc a 
bullrrog. Dcdicatcd tadpoling will bring you inner 
satisfaction. Thcsc acdvitics will bring a sense of 
proponion, gcnuincncss, and integrity to your ministry. 
Fogct thc failurcs of thc past and do not become 
preoccupied with Uic futurc. Live in the present. 
Revitalizc yoursclf with constant communion witb the 
Father. 
6. Develop a Sense of Humor  

Cultivate a sense of humor. Humor hclps us maintain 
a propcr scnsc of pcrspcctivc. You can carry userul loads 
when you get the world off your shouldcrs. Do not take 
yourselftoo seriously cvcn though you arepariicipating in 
important work. Be unconcemcd about prestige and 
status. Strivc to avoid self-contcmplation and cultivate 
self-forgetfulness. Finite personalities can bccomc tragic 
figures when they lose their sense of pcnpcctive and fail 
to appreciate the comedy of life. We nced to laugh at 
ourselves and the rmstraling, ridiculous, and absurd 
situations we encounter. A lighthcaned spirit can be a 
grcat asset in carrying hcavy burdens. 
7. Serve with Joy 

Live and minister withjoy in yourhcan. You belong to 
the Father's family and you face an eternal future of 
unimaginable advcnturc. Nothing can prevent fullillment 
of your ardent spiritual hopcs andfondestdrcams. All who 
expcricncc this faith in an eternal destiny live with 
irrepressible joy even in the midst of material hardship, 
social conflict, and seeming personal defeat. As you Cree 
yoursclf from matcrialism, lhe adulation or criticism of 
others, and preoccupation with self, you will experience 
the liberating joys of service. You will discovcr lhat you 
are free from lhe cgocentric social pressures of k i n g  
successful and enhancing your rcputation. 

When your will is in harmony with the Universal 
Father, thc joy of service brings a deep inner peace. You 
feel that you are where you belong, where your Heavenly 
Father wishes you to serve. 
Personal Spiritual Growth 
I close with the most important aspect of our ministry. 
Since ouueach is the main imperative of the Urantia 
movement, take personal action and cany the good news 

of The Urantia Book to lhc fanhcst comcrs ofchccanh. 
But if you lack thc talcnl or calling for outrcach 
ministly, thcre is anothcr call we all must respond to. 
This is the Fathcr's loving appcal that you dcdicatc 
yoursclfto spiritual growth. 
Nothing in yourlife is more important than your activc 
coopcretion in achicving lhc Spirit's mastery of your 
mind and body, your attitudes and appctitcs, your 
emotions and actions. This is not acconiplisl~ed by 
merely willing it; it demands active participation. 
Growth can entail suffering, transcending egocentric 
pride, or even experiencing social humiliation. The 
rewardsandjoys ofaspirit controlledmind and a Spirit 
mastcrcd body far outweigh the bilth pangs endured in 
evolving the soul. The enlargcd frccdom and inner 
pcace of your bring thc grcat joy and a profound sense 
of fulfillment. Notonly havc you actualized your inner 
sclf, you havc developed a quality of bcing capable of 
accomplishing gwatcr scrvice for your fellows and thc 
Father's kingdom. It is lily prayerthat cach of you may 
grow in the Spirit. For the life of thc Spirit is the well- 
spring and creative source of outrcach ministry. 
Living Fai th  Acts 
Our society desperately needs an enlarged spiritual 
vision lo give guidance and stability to the new era 
struggling to he born. The Urantia Book has bccn givcn 
to you to provide thc spiritual fulcrum to lift our world 
into a new era of human achievement. Our Sovereign 
Master speaks to you as to Pctcr, "If you love me, feed 
my shccp." 

For literature related to The Urantia Book, or for 
additional copies of this brochure, plcase contact: 

The JesusonianO Foundation 
1790 30th Street 

Boulder, CO 80301 
Phone (303) 447-2418 


