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DRANTIA FUMERAL SHRTICE

. PIELUDE: On tndls occasion we are gathered here to honor the memory

of a departed friend, one who has finished his life in the
nabiliments of mortal flesh, not because life ia over but
hecause it has risen to more mlorious possibilities; nct
because the darkness has closad in but becauss 1ife has

opened inte the eternal morning. e eome to share this
gommon falth, this eternal verity,

BIOGRAFHY

FRaTiR: Eternal Father we are grateful that in your plan there is

' for every individual an eternal purposa of boundless

opportunity, unlimited pregress and endless life, May each
of us strive at each step to anticipate this poal of eternity
and perfaction ahaad, Help us to understand that the doer
iz open to a&ll who live by faith, depending every step of
the way on the leading of your spirit mediated to us so
fraely by our Lord, Jesus Christ, (P, 365)

e pray that you may confort us in our sorrow and give us
imagination nf heart enough to rejolce that ancther of

sour children has entered the larger lifa in the mansicns

of your lcingdom, Amen,

SLAVICS: At such a time as this we should derdve mueh ecemfort in
recalling some of the execeeding great and precious promises
of the Cocod Book:

For he will give his angals charge of you to guard you in

all your ways, On their hands they will bear you up, lest
you dash your foot against a stona. Ps.91:11,12
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And to know the love of Christ which surpas:ses kneowladge,

that you may be filled with all the fullness of Geod. fph.3:19
He gives powar to the faint, and to him wno hus no

iaight he increases strength. Isa,40:29
I can do gll things in Him who atrengthens me. Phil.4:13

I consider that the sufferings of this presant tine
are not worth coiparing witli the glory that is to be
revealed to us, Fom,B:18

He has delivered us fron the dominion of derkness and
translated us to the wingdem of his beloved Son, Col.l:13

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you, Let
not your nearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. Jno.lL:27

I am the way, the truth, and the 1ifs. Hs who has seen
me has scen the Father, Let not your hearts be troubled;
you believe in God, believs also in me, Jno.lhih

And my Ged will supply every need of yours aecording
to his pichea in glory in Christ Jesus, Fhil.;:19

But we would not hawve you ignorant, brethren, concern—

ing those whoe are asleep; that you .ay not gr ave as
cthars do who have no hopa., I Thess.4:13

For we know that if the sarthly tent we live in is
destroyed, we have a bullding from God, a housa not
made with hands, eternal in the heavans, 2 Cer,5:1

The time of my departure has coma, I have fought

the good fight, I have findshed the race, I have kept

the faith. Heneefoarth there is laid up for me the

crown of rdghtecusness, 2 Tim,l16-8

when the parishable puts on the imperishable, and

the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to

pas3s tha saying: Death is swallowed up in victory.

0 death, where iz thy victory® O death, where is

thy sting? 1 Cor.15:54,55

They desire a better country, that ia, a heavenly
one. God has prepared for them a city. Heb,ll:1lb

In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not
g8o, would I have told you that I go to prepare a
place for you? Jno.lh:2

The dust returns to the earth as it was, and the
splrit returns to Cod who gave it. Heel,12:17

Blassed are thes dead who die in the Lord hence-
forth, that they may rest from thelr labors, for
their deods follow them. Hav,141:13
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I am the resurrection and ths lifa, he whe belisves in

ma, though he die, yet shall he live, and whosoaver

lives and believes in me shall never die. Jno.11:25,26
The Rternal God is your dwelling place, and undernsath

ara the sverlasting arms. Deut,33:27
e should draw renewed faith and courage from the faith

and the courage shown by our departed friend., We should

rajolee in the realizatien that another human scul 1s

triumphing over death. e do, of course, sorrow among

surselves for this less, but this sorrow is commingled

with gladness that another of our brothers in the rlesh

has fought the good fight of faith with sincerdity and by

degisions,

And so that our faith may be strengthened and our hearts
comforted, we do well on this occasion to carry out this

seryica of honor and remembrance.

John the Revelator saw a vision of the arrival of a class
of surviving mertels ant he recerdsd: "And I saw as it
were a sea of glass mingled with fire; and those whe had
gained the victory over the beast that was originally din
them and over the imape that persisted through the mansion
worlds and finally ower the last mark and trace, standing
cn the sea of glass, having the harps of &nd, and singing

the sorpof deliverance from mortal fear and death."

The sonfusion and turmeil of cur world do not signify thet
God lacis either interest or abllity tc manage affalrs
differently., The Creaters are possessed of full power to

make thiz world a veritable Paradise, but such an Eden
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would not econtribute to the develocpaent of those strong, Vs
ncbla, and experienced eharacters whieh the Geds are so
suraly forging out between the anvils of nocessity and =
the hammers of anguish, Our anxdeties and scrrows, cur
trials and disappointments, are just as much a part of

the aivine plan on this sphere as are the exquisite per=
fection and infinita adﬂptlati:una of all things to their

suprams purpose In heavan, Page 258

Throupgh railpious fudth the soul of man reveals itself
and demonstratas the potential divinity of its emerging
nature by the charastsristic manner in which it induces
tho mertel perssmulisy to react to certain trying in-
tollectual and sesting social situations. OGenuine
spiritual faith (trus moral conseiousness) is revealed
in that it:

i ﬂau¥¥ﬂ athica and morsls to rrograss despite
inherent aad adverse animalistie tendsneies,

2., Fadupes a sublime trust in the gnodness of God
even in the face of bitter disappointment and crushing defeat.

3. Oenerates profound courage and confidence despite
natural scvwarsity and physical calamity.

o Ixhibits inexplicable poise and sustaining tran-
quillity notwithstanding baffling diseases and even acute
Fhysical suff.ring.

5. _-fdntains a mysterious poisa and composure of
personality imy the face of maltreatment and the ranxkest
injustice,

6. ‘laintains & divine trust in ultimate vietory in

spite of the cruelties of seemingly blind fate and the
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apparent utter indifferenca of natural forsos to huran
welfara,

7, Parsists in the unswerving belief in God des-—
pite all contrary demecnstrations cf logis end gucgessfully
withstends all other intellectual sophistries,

8, OContirmes to exhibit undaunted feith in the soul's
Eurvival regardless of Lhe deceptive teachings of falss scianca
and the persuasive delusicns of unscund ptilosopny.

g, ILives and trivmphs irpespective ol the srushing
overloal of the zomolex and partial civilizatlions of modarn
timas

10, GContritutes te the continued smivival of altruism
in soite of human selfishness, social aatepenisms, industrial
greeds, and poiitical. maladjustments.

11, Stewdfustly wlhsres to a sublime belial' in universo
unity and divine mpuidouce rvegardléss of the perplexing pre-
sance of evil and sin.

12, Goes ripht on worchippinz God an spite of any-
thirg and everything, Derss to daclava, "Zven though he

slay me, yet will I sorve him." . . .

ind it is just such a vital and vigorous performance of
faith in the domain of relipgienm that entitles mortal man
to affivm the personal possession and spiritual reality
of that crowning endowmant of human nature, religious

axparienso, Pape 1108-9

Cra of the most amazing earmarkn of religious living is

ihat dynamic zad sublime peace, theat pesce wkileh passes
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gll tumen understanding, that cosmic poice wnich baetoluns
the absance of ail doubt and turmoil.  Such luvﬂlé af
spiritual stability are immune to disappointment, Sueh
religionists are 1ika the Apoatle Faul, whe said: "I am
persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angals, nor
principalities, nor powsrs, nor things present, nor things
to eome, nor helght, nor depth, nor anything ulse shall

be able to saparate us froo the love of God.! Paga 1101

e should ever remember: Thers is in the mind of God a

plan which embraces every erosture of all his vasi domains,
andd ﬁhia plan is an eternal purpose of buuﬁdluas oppartunity,
unlimited progress, and endloss life. And the infinite
traasures of such a matehlass carcar are yours for the
striving!

The goal of eternity is ahead! The sdventurs of divinity
attainment lies befere vou! The race for perfaction is onl
whosoevar will may @ntor, and certain victory will erown thes
effoerts of avery human belng who will run the raee of faith
and trust, depending every step of the way 5n the leading of
God's spirit and on the puidance of that good sdrit of Jesus,

which so freely has been poured out upen all flesh. Page 365

Having started out on the way of 1ife everlasting, having
accepted the asalgnment and regeived our orders to advancﬂ,'
wa should net fear the dangers of human forgetfulneas and
mortal ineonstaney, neither be troubled with doubts ol
failure or by perplexing confusicn, neither falter and

gquestion cur status and standing, for in every dark hour,




gt avery crossrcad in the forward strugcle, the Spirit

of Truth will always apeai, saying: "Thils ia the way.!

de humans have bagun &n endless unfolding of an almost

inf}nitu panorama, & limitless expanding of naver=-

ending, over-widening apheres of opportunity for exhil-
arating service, matchless adventure, sublime uneertainty,
and boundless attainmont. When the clouds pather corerhead,
our foaith should acecent the foeck of tho presonoco of the
Indwolling Spirit of Cod, and thus we should be ablae to
Look beyond the mists of mortal uncertainty iite tha

elear shining of the sun of sturnal righl:iousness on the
beckoning heights of tho many mansicns in our Father's

howsa .,

Tho ecnscicusness of a vietorious human 1ife on earth is
born of that erecturs faith which dares to challenge each
rec,rring episods of exdstence when confrontad with tha
aw ful spectacla of human limitetlons, by the unfailing
deelaration: =vun 1f T cannot do thnis, thare lives in
m2 the spirit of ona who can and will do it, a part of
God —— the Father of universes. And that is tha vietery

which overcomzs the world, ewven our faith.

4nd now, in elosing this service, we will do well to read
again three passagies of proat baauty and truth.

The Gods are my caruvtakoers; I shall not stray;

Side by side they load me in tha beautiful paths
and glorious rofreshing of life everlasting.

I shall not, in this Divine Presence, want for food

Faopo 383

Faga 1194,

Fage 59




nor thirst for water,

Though I go down dnto the valley of uneertainty eor
a5gend up dnto the werlds of doubt,

Though I mova in leneliness or with the fellows of P
kind,

Though I triumph in thacoirs of light or falter in the
solitury places of the spheras,

four good spirdit shall minister te me, snd your glorious
angel will comfort me.

Though I descend into the depths of darimess and desth
itself,

I shall not doubt you nor fzar o,

For I Jmow that in the fullness of time and the glory of
your namne

You will raise me up to sit with ¥ou an the battloments

on high. Fapa 552

Cur Father who is in haaven,
Hallowed be your name,
Tour kingdon coms; your will be done
Cn earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our broad for tororrow;
Rofresh our souls with the water of lifs,
And fergive us every one our dehts
As we also have forpiven our debtors,
Save us in temptation, deliver us from avil,
And Inersasingly melts us perfect like yoursell,

Page 1620
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God the Fother loves men; God the Son sarvez mea; Gal ika
Spirit imepiren the children of the universe 1o 1hz evap-
aarending advonture of finding Cod the Father by tho ways
ordained by God the Sons through the ministey of iha grace

of God the Spirit, Page 53




