
Frrends of  the URANTIA Reveiat ion,

There are events that  are present ly occurr ing which are of  central  i rnportance in the

sprr i tual  evolut ion of  c iv i l izat ion on this planet.  I  arn referr ing to the hear ings that

are ongoing in the Federal  court  in cal i fornia, betw'een the URANTIA Foundat ion'

and the organizat ion that has cal led i tsel f  Urant ian Research. The URANTIA Founda-

t ion is br inging sui t  against  urant ian Research for the v io lat ion of  the Tradernark an<i

Service Mark Registrat ion which the Foundat ion holds on the narne "URT{NTIA' and

the copyr ight  of  the text  of  The URANTIA Book. I t  is  necessary that  readers of  The

UR"ANTIA Book becorne aware of the i rnport  of  this si tuat ion. The fol lowing are

personal  thoughts on solne of  the crucial  quest ions being raised on the issues surround-

ing the copYright t r ia l .

Sorne have asked, ' IWhat purpose does the copyr ight  serve? ' '

I t  rnust be real ized that legal ly,  econornical ly,  in the affairs of rnen'  The

URANTIA Book does not exist  i f  i t  is  not  a copyr ighted ent i ty '  The issue is not

one of  control  over The uRANTIA Book. wi thout the copyr ight ,  there is no

URANTIA Book; sirnply a ser ies of wri t ings with which anyone rnay do as they

please.Anyonecoulduserevelatoryquotesrnixedinwiththeirowninterpre-
tat ions without indicat ing rvhere one began and the other lef t  of f '  No one could

sav which was or ig inal  revelat ion,  161 there would no longer be an of f ic ia l  bodv

of revelat ion.

Thepurposeofthecopyr ight isnottocontrolwhat indiv idualsrnaysayaboutThe
URANTIA Book or i ts contents.  I ts purpose is to insure that revelat ion and

personal  interpretat ion rernain recognizably and dist inct ly separate '  urant ian

Research has jeopardized that purpose in rnajor ways. They have rnixed URANTIA

Book quotat ions, of ten in distorted forrn with their  own insights '  and fai led to

indicate by quotat ion rnarks and proper referencing, what part  of  their  l i terature

was frorrr  The uRANTIA Book, and what was not.  Their  use of  the registered

URANTIAnamehasgiventosornethernis leadingirnpressionthattheir interpre-
tat ion of  the revelat ion is in sorne way -an of f ic ia l ty recognized version'  I  rnysel f

was bothered by th is i rnpression for a per iod of  three years,  unt i l '  af ter  corning

into c lose contact  wi th F.  u.  s.  L.  A.  and the 0RANTIA Brotherhood, I  real ized

thattherewagno,,of f ic ia l | , interpretat ionofwhatTheURANTIABookteaches.
I t  is the copyright that insures that our revelat ion rernains independent of any one

pe rsonr s interPretat ion.

Sornernayask, ' ,WhyshouldtheURANTIAFoundat ionbeal}owedtocontrol the
avai labi l i ty  of  The URANTIA Book? "

ln real i ty,  i t  is the Foundat ion that guarantees the r ight of  any individual to have

TheURANTIABook.I f thecopyr ightwerebroken,onecouldneverbesurethat
what one was receiving was indeed the or iginal  URANTIA Revelat ion'  The

URANTIA Foundat ion does not l i rni t  anyone frorn receiving The URANTIA Book;

by i ts rnaintenance of  the copyr ight ,  i t  guarantees that any person can obtain the

revelatron as i t  was or ig inai ly given to the planet '
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Sorne have said, "We should have the freedom to do what we want with the URANTIA

revelat ion.  "

I t  should be rernembered that,  unl ike false l iberty,  t rue freedorn ever goes hand

in hand with responsibi l i ty.  We of this generat ion are intrusted with the weighty

responsibi l i ty of  protect ing the Fi f th Epochal Revelat ion for the generat ions to

corr le.  The l iberty of personal inf luence over the forrn or content of the revela-

t ion,  is  a l iberty we must not al low ourselves to indulge in,  for  i t  jeopardizes the

very revelat ion that future Urant ians are looking to us to preserve. The copyright

insures our responsible f reedorn;  i t  protects The URANTIA Book frorn the abusive

false l ibert ies that  sorne wi l l  at ternpt to secure for  thernselves.

Sorne have said,  "Urant ian Research has but a srnal l  fo l lowing, and they do not present

enough of  a threat to warrant the ef for ts and cost of  a long court  proceeding, "

I f  the copyr ight  is upheld in court ,  a legal  precedent wi l l  be establ ished. This wi l l

a l low the URANTIA Foundat ion to quickly and effect ively deal with groups or

individuals that rnight pose a rnuch rr lore substant ial  threat to the preservat ion of

the revelat ion.  For instance, i f  the URANTIA Foundat ion had to f ight  a years-Iong

court  batt te with a group that was al l  the whi le act ively and effect ively distort ing

the content of The URANTIA Book, i rreparable darnage rnight be done to the

mission of  the revelat ion before the case could be sett led.  There wi l l  be indiv iduals

with the charisrnat ic appeal that Urarrt ian Research lacks. They rnay atternpt to use

the Fif th Epochal Revelat ion as a tool  for their  own power and glory, their  own

sel f -serving ends. The Foundat ion must have the legal  precedents to ef fect ively

protect  the revelat ion f rom such rnisuse.

Sorne may say, "Taking legal  act ion against  our fe l lows contradicts the ideals hetd high

in The URANTIA Book. "

Jesus hirnsel f  counseled that the apost les should "be as wise as serpents but as

harrnless as dovesr ' .  He clear ly perceived that spir i tual  t ruth survives or is lost

within the arena of the affairs of rnen. He also taught that the courts of the Iand

are the r ight fu l  arbi ters of  these secular af fa i r -s.  We rnust be "harrnless as

doves" in our personal  deal ings wi th those whose act ions threaten the URANTIA

revelat ion.  But we rrust  a lso be rrwise as serpentstr .  Our love rnust be rnatched

by our wisdorn in assuring that the spir i tual  t ruth that has been intrusted to us is

preserved intact  for  future generat ions.

Many have asked, ' rWhat can I  do to help in th is s i tuat ion? I '

Ai though in the largest understanding of  th ings,  the Fatherts wi I I  shal l  prevai l ,  we

as the instrurnents of that wi l l ,  rnust take the necessary hurnan steps. The

individual services we can each render can be sought in cornrnunicat ion with our

Father- f ragrnents.  However,  there are several  th ings we can al l  do.  We can pray

dai ly,  a lone or in groups, for  wisdorn and courage for those who are carry ing on

the more irnrnediate struggle in the courts.  We can cornrnunicate our grateful
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support  and thanks to the Foundat ion, for the Btand i t  is taking (any effort  is

heartened by the encouragernent of  a cheer ing sect ion).  We can send support  in

the form of f inancial  contr ibut ions to help with the heawy costs of carrying on the

court  proceedings. ln conversat ion wi th fe l low URANTIA Book readers,  we can

try to st i rnulate a deeper understanding of the gravi ty of the copyright issue, and

the posit ion that the Foundat ion must take on i t .  And we can, alone and together,

cont inue to explore ways of augrnent ing the Foundat ionrs efforts.

In surnmary,  there are good reasons for the URANT'IA revelat ion being in a copyr ighted

book forrn.  One of  the rnajor advantages is that  because i t  is  preservable pr inted infor-

rnat ion unl ike any previous revelat ion,  i t  can be protected frorn the interpret ive dis-

tort ion that results frorn rnisguided hurnan zeaL. Paul of  the early church, al though

deeply spir i tual  and ideal ist i .c,  ser iously distorted the fourth epochal  revelat ion for

succeeding generat ions.  Wi l l  we al low The URANTIA Book to be accorded a s i rn i lar

f .ate? Wil l  future generat ions struggle with rnult ip le texts and interpretat ions, t ry ing

to piece together what we have in i ts or iginal  crystal  c lar i ty? Wil l  the beauty, the

precision, the balanced syrnrnetry of organizat ion of our URANTIA revelat ion be lost

to thern? These are the crucial  quest ions that we, by the acts we perforrn in the very

near future, rnust answer. I  pray sincerely that each one of us rrray have the wise

insight,  the courageous in i t iat ive,  to search out the Father 's wi l l  in these rnatters,

and to act  decis ivelv in accord wi th that  wi l l .
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