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HOW I FOUND T I E  URANTIA BOOK 

Rube Goldberg,  famous c a r t o o n i s t ,  used  t o  draw u n b e l i e v a b l y  complex mechanisms of  
cogs  and s p r i n g s ,  l e v e r s  and f a n s  and whee l s ,  pe rhaps  a c t i v a t e d ' b y  a  c a t  o r  s q u i r r e l ,  
o r  f e a t h e r  i n  a  b r e e z e ,  and t h e  end r e s u l t  would be  a n  a s t o n i s h i n g  denouement 
c o m p l e t e l y  f o r e i g n  t o  t h e  many e lements  t h a t  b rought  i t  a b o u t .  

The c h a i n  o f  e v e n t s  t h a t  l e d  me i n t o  t h e  extreme good f o r t u n e  o f  membership i n  t h e  
Forum t o  which t h e  URANTIA p a p e r s  came, was --  i t  seems t o  me - -  a  somewhat 
Goldberg i sh  s e r i e s  o f  c o i n c i d e n t s  and m e t i c u l o u s l y  d o v e - t a i l e d  t ime-de layed  semi-  
denouements.  (That  s e n t e n c e  l e a v e s  me b r e a t h l e s s ) .  

How can a  man o r  woman b e  s o  f o r t u n a t e  a s  t o  become i n t i m a t e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a n  
Epochal  R e v e l a t i o n ?  A s  e v e r y  r e z d e r - b e l i e v e r  of t h i s  g e n e r a t i o n  i s !  The s u b l i m i t y  
and v a s t  impor tance  o f  o u r  G r e a t  Book was remote indeed  from t h e  cogs ,  l e v e r s  and 
wheels  o f  j o b s ,  c i t i e s ,  and p e r s o n s  t h a t  managed t o  s o  g r e a t l y  b l e s s  me. 

I s h a l l  b e g i n  when I was 23, i n  1921. A f t e r  two o r  t h r e e  wonder fu l  y e a r s  i n  Texas 
I r e t u r n e d  t o  Chicago because  my mother was schedu led  f o r  an  e x p l o r a t o r y  o p e r a t i o n .  
I a p p l i e d  f o r  a  job  w i t h  a n  a d v e r t i s i n g  agency whose "house-ads" e v e r y  week i n  
P r i n t e r ' s  I n k  convinced me i t s  owner was a g r e a t  exponent  o f  r e s e a r c h - b a s e d  copy 
t h a t  s e l l s  by s e r v i n g  t h e  r e a d e r .  A  d e v o t i o n  t o  such s e r v i c e - r e n d e r i n g  copy had 
a l r e a d y  s e r v e d  me remarkably .  I a p p l i e d  t o  W a l t e r  Hoops - -  t h a t  agency head - -  
and g o t  t h e  job .  S i x  months l a t e r  h e  and I l e a r n e d  I had n o t  a p p l i e d  t o  hin! i n  
r e s p o n s e  t o  an  ad h e  had j u s t  run  f o r  a  s t a r  c o p y w r i t e r .  I had n e v e r  s e e n  h i s  ad .  

L i s t e r  Alx*-ood, a g i f t e d  w r i t e r  and p o e t ,  much my s e n i o r ,  was my b e s t  f r i e n d  t h e r e .  
I met t h e r e ,  t o o ,  a  g i r l  who j o i n e d  Hoops a f t e r  I d i d .  I asked t h a t  l o v e l y  
c r e a t u r e  f o r  a  d a t e ,  and was t o l d  "soon". However, b e f o r e  t h e  " r a i n  check" I gave 
h e r  was honored,  Lou I1oni.g--an agency head from San F r a n c i s c o  s topped  i n  Chicago on 
an  E a s t e r n  t r i p  and asked  me t o  j o i n  h i s  agency on t h e  c o a s t .  Tha t  was a t  t h e  
s u g g e s t i o n  o f  one of h i s  key men w i t h  w l ~ o m  I had worked i n  Texas.  My beloved 
mother  had d e p a r t e d  f o r  t h e  1,lansion Worlds,  s o  1 took  t h e  San F r a n c i s c o  job ,  l e a v i n g  
t h e  " r a i n  check" unused.  

A f t e r  two y e a r s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  I r e c e i v e d  a  long w i r e  from Alwood u r g i n g  me t o  
a p p l y  f o r  a n  $S,000 job h e  had a p p l i e d  f o r  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y .  (I was making o n l y  
$400 a  month, and $S,000 was a  m i n t  of money a lmos t  30 y e a r s  ago!) I a p p l i e d  f o r  
t h e  j o b  and was asked t o  come t o  Chicago f o r  a  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w .  I t o l d  my boss  
of my dilemma and t h a t  good man s a i d :  "Go g e t  i t  i f  you can,  and God b l e s s  you. 
I f  you d o n ' t  g e t  i t ,  come back and go t o  work and f o r g e t  a b o u t  it." I g o t  t h e  j o b .  

The f i r s t  e v e n i n g  I was back i n  Chicago I had d i n n e r  a t  L i s t e r  ~ l w o o d ' s  home. He 
asked  i f  I would l i k e  t o  a t t e n d  w i t h  him on Sunday n e x t ,  a  mee t ing  a t  t h e  home of 
a famous p s y c h i a t r i s t  - a D r .  W i l l i a m  S a d l e r - - g r e a t  s p e a k e r  and t e a c h e r .  Perhaps  
some r e a d i n g ,  b u t  i n t e r e s t i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  and c o n v e r s a t i o n  f o r  s u r e .  I a c c e p t e d .  
Before  Sunday came, I had a  d a t e  wit11 t h e  "Hoops l o v e l y " ,  making t h e  r a i n  check 
good. We had n o t  cor responded ,  b u t  I had c a r e f u l l y  k e p t  t h e  a d d r e s s .  
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The f i r s t  Sunday I was back i n  Chicago, I went t o  my f i r s t  Sad le r  Forum meeting.  It  
was t h e  l a s t  Sunday i n  September, 1924. A f t e r  t he  meeting I asked t h e  D r .  i f  I 
could  b r i n g  a  young woman t h e  next  Sunday. (I would occas iona l ly  t e l l  t h i s  s t o r y  
be fo re  F lorence  and would always say t h a t  D r .  Sad le r  asked a  few q u e s t i o n s  about  t h e  
"young woman".) When he found she was l i t e r a t e  he s a i d  "yes". F lorence  Evans 
a t t e n d e d  t h e  nex t  Sunday, and from t h a t  day t o  t h i s  w e  have been i d e n t i f i e d  wi th  the  
Forum-that l a t e r  rece ived  t h e  URXYTIA papers -or  i t s  succeeding o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  However, 
F lo rence  depar ted  t h i s  sphere  f o r  t h e  Elansion Worlds i n  1979, a  week a f t e r  our  53rd 
wedding ann ive r sa ry .  (Yes, our  two sons a r e  dedica ted  "URANTIAYS.") 

F lo rence  and I knew t h e  FIRST URANTIA BOOKS would i s s u e  from t h e  p r e s s e s  whi le  we 
were on a  round-the-world t r i p  f o r  me t o  do some i.~ork i n  A u s t r a l i a  and New Zealand. 
The Doc to r ' s  b r i l l i a n t  son B i l l ,  a  f a n t a s t i c  s tuden t  of  the Papers ,  agreed t o  a i r -  
m a i l  a  copy t o  us  a s  soon a s  he could l a y  hands on one. That copy, s o  f u l l y  under-  
l i n e d  a f t e r  much reading  and work over  i t ,  i s  now s o  under l ined ,  t h a t  t h e  u n d e r l i n -  
ing has  no emphasis. It b e a r s  i n  t h e  f r o n t  t h i s  i n s c r i p t i o n .  " F i r s t  URANTIA BOOR! 
Glimpsed i n  Rome, 11:40 A .  M., October 1, 1955. Clyde and Florence  Bedel l ."  An 
a d d i t i o n  reads :  " F i r s t  r ead ing  completed 41'221'56. San Francisco ,  10:48 

My l i f e  (wi th  t h e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  approval  of both my sons ) ,  i s  ded ica t ed  t o  he lp - - in  
every way I p o s s i b l y  can--"promote, improve, and expand..the unders tanding  of  t h e  
peoples  of t h e  world of t h e  t each ings  of  J e sus . ' '  Tde should a l l  p ray  t h a t  a l l  people 
i n  our  Movement, from Chicago outward over a l l  t h e ' e a r t h ,  might d i scove r  those  
quoted words from t h e  Foundat ion ' s  Dec la ra t ion  of T rus t .  How many people i n  a  
mil lenium can be e a r l y  r e c i p i e n t s  of an  Epochal Revela t ion?  I t  i s  our  du ty  t o  b r ing  
i t s  message t o  a l l  t h e  s p i r i t u a l l y - d e p r i v e d  people we can reach,  i n  c h a r a c t e r  and 
keeping wi th  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of our  Book. How many t imes a  day can we, every day, 
say "Thank you God!" i n  a  meaningful ,  demonstrat ing way? 


