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HOW I FOUND THE URANTIA BOOK 

o r  

HOW THE BOOK FOUND ME 

I n t r o d u c t i o n  

One of  t h e  j o y f u l  exper iences  of URANTIA Book s t u d e n t s  everywhere,  i s  t o  
s h a r e  t h e  s t o r y  of  "How I Found t h e  URANTIA Book". It d o e s n ' t  m a t t e r  how 
long you have been read ing  bu t  each one i n  a  l i t t l e  s t udy  group s i n c e r e l y  
en joys  h e a r i n g  about  how you found t h e  Book and l i k e s  t o  s h a r e  h i s  s t o r y .  
F ind ing  t h e  Book ha s  proved t o  be a  momentous even t  i n  t h e  l i f e  of every 
t r u e  URANTIA Book s t u d e n t .  Often a  s tudy  group, meet ing f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
t ime ,  w i l l  open d i s c u s s i o n s  by each one t e l l i n g  h i s  v e r y  meaningful  s t o r y .  
I t  was e x h i l a r a t i n g  and i n s p i r i n g  t o  hea r  t h e s e  s t o r i e s  i n  A l a s k a , A u s t r a l i a ,  
Canada and i n  v a r i o u s  i s l a n d s  of Hawaii, a s  w e l l  a s  i n  many s t udy  groups and 
g a t h e r i n g s  on t h e  mainland. 

Not ing t h e  keen p l e a s u r e  and d e l i g h t  everyone exper ienced ,  I conceived t h e  
i d e a  of broadening t h i s  sha r i ng  base  by reproducing each s t o r y  i n  t h e  exac t  
words of  t h e  s t o r y - t e l l e r ,  and then compiling them i n  expans ib l e  form so  
t h a t  new s t o r i e s  could be added a s  they  came i n .  P l e a s e  send yours!  

A f t e r  h e a r i n g  innumerable,  f a s c i n a t i n g  s t o r i e s ,  c e r t a i n  impor tan t  f a c t s  
began t o  emerge and common denominators began t o  appear  .... b u t  I won' t  
d e p r i v e  you of t h e  p l e a s u r e  of those  d i s c o v e r i e s .  

A few c o n t r i b u t o r s  d i d  no t  l e ave  t h e i r  name and add re s s  a s  they  handed 
t h e i r  pape r s  t o  me i n  a crowd. I f  you happen t o  be one,  p l e a s e  l e t  me know. 
O t h e r s ,  p l e a s e  do send i n  your s t o r y  w i th  name and add re s s  and your  per -  
m i s s ion  t o  s h a r e  i t .  

I hope t h e s e  s t o r i e s  g i v e  you t h e  s p i r i t u a l  i n s p i r a t i o n  and joy they  con t i nue  
t o  g i v e  t o  me. Also,  they  p o i n t  up c e r t a i n  work we must each  be doing.  

P l e a s e  m a i l  your  s t o r y  t o :  

J u l i a  K. Fenderson 
9980 Fa r r agu t  Drive 
Culver  C i t y ,  CA 90230 

Note;  Any s m a l l  dona t ion  w i l l  be deeply a p p r e c i a t e d  t o  h e l p  d e f r a y  c o s t s  of  
p roduc t i on  and postage.  
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HOW I FOUND THE URANTIA BOOK 

be Goldberg, famous cartoonist, used to draw unbelievably complex mechanisms of 
gs and springs, levers and fans and wheels, perhaps activated by a cat or squirrel, 

ornpletely foreign to the many elements that brought it about. 

e chain of events that led me into the extreme good fortune of membership in the 
rum to which the URANTIA papers came, was -- it seems to me - -  a somewhat 
ldbergish series of coincidents and meticulously dove-tailed time-delayed semi- 
nouements. (That sentence leaves me breathless). 

ochal Revelation? As every reader-believer of this generation is! The sublimity 
d vast importance of our Great Book was remote indeed from the cogs, levers and 
eels of jobs, cities, and persons that managed to so greatly bless me. 

got the job. Six months later he and I learned I had not applied to him in 

met there, too, a girl who joined Hoops after I did. I asked that lovely 

"rain check" unused. 



r s t  Sun2al.- 1 :.-as back i n  Chicago, I w2nt t o  my f i r s t  S a d l e r  Forum meet ing .  1: 
e l a s t  Sui--:;-:- i n  September,  1924. A f t e r  t h e  meet ing I asked t h e  D r .  i f  I 
br ir-9 a Y~.:T-< woman t h e  nex t  Sunday. (I would occa s iona l l y  t e l l  t h i s  s t o r y  

F l c r e R c e  Ln.: would always say  t h a t  Dr. S a d l e r  asked a  few q u e s t i o n s  about  t h e  

, t h a =  l a ~ e r  :;.:eived t h e  URANTIA papers -or  i t s  succeeding o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  However, 
n,e c e p a r t ? :  Z k i s  s p h e r e  f o r  t h e  EIansion Worlds i n  1979, a  week a f t e r  ou r  53rd 
nb a z n i v e r s 2 ~ y .  (Yes, our  two sons  a r e  ded i ca t ed  "URANTIANS .") 

ence and I :i-.r. ..- t h e  FIRST URANTIA BOOKS would i s s u e  from t h e  p r e s s e s  wh i l e  we 
on a  r ound -~5 .2 -wor ld  t r i p  f o r  me t o  do some rilork i n  A u s t r a l i a  and New Zealand.  
actor's brilliant son  B i l l ,  a  f a n t a s t i c  s t uden t  of  t h e  Papers ,  agreed  t o  a i r -  
a COPY t o  ~3 -2s soon a s  h e  cou ld  l a y  hands on one. That copy, s o  f u l l y  under-  

d a f t e r  muck :-eading and work over  i t ,  i s  now s o  unde r l i ned ,  t h a t  t h e  u n d e r l i n -  
has no e ~ ? h z s : s .  It b e a r s  i n  t h e  f r o n t  t h i s  i n s c r i p t i o n .  " F i r s t  URA-IUTIA BOOK! 
psed in R 0 r . e .  11:40 A.  M . ,  October 1, 1955. Clyde and F lorence  Bede l l . "  An 
t i o n  r e a d s :  ' '?.'irst r e ad ing  completed 4 /22 / ' 56 .  San Franc i sco ,  10:48 P.M." 

i f e  ( w i t h  t;l? e n t h u s i a s t i c  approva l  o f  bo th  my sons ) ,  i s  ded i ca t ed  t o  h e l p - - i n  
r y  way I pass l> ly can--"promote, improve, and expand.. t he  unde r s t and ing  of t h e  
p l e s  o f  t h e  w::-ld of  t h e  t each ings  of J e sus . "  We should a l l  p ray  t h a t  a l l  people  
our ' ~ o v e m e n t ,  from Chicago outward over  a l l  t h e  e a r t h ,  might d i s c o v e r  t h o s e  
ted words  free t h e  Founda t i on ' s  Dec l a r a t i on  of T r u s t .  How many people  i n  a  
lenium c a n  b s  e a r l y  r e c i p i e n t s  of  an Epochal Reve la t ion?  It  i s  our  d u t y  t o  b r i n g  
message t o  a l l  t h e  s p i r i t u a l l y - d e p r i v e d  people we can reach,  i n  c h a r a c t e r  and 

ping w i t h  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of our  Book. How many t imes a  day can we, eve ry  day, 
"Thank you Gzc! :" i n  a  meaningful, demonstra t ing way? 



Henry Begemann 

P r i n s  van Wiedlaan 38 

2242 CE Wassenaar 

Hol land ,  Ne ther lands  

We found The URANTI.4 Book i n  a  books to re  i n  Amsterdam. We n e v e r  go t o  

Dmsterdan, i f  we can avo id  i t ,  a s  we d o n ' t  l i k e  t h e t  c i t y .  I t  i s  t h e  

New York of t h e  Ne ther lands .  We went t o  t h a t  books to re  because  we had read  

abou t  it h a l f  a  y e a r  b e f o r e ,  when i t  opened, and i t  looked a t t r a c t i v e .  I t  

had one copy of The URANTIA Book i n  t h e  s t o r e .  Though we knew n o t h i n g  a b o u t  

t h e  book and even l e s s  abou t  t h e  Foundation o r  t h e  Brotherhood, we were 

a t t r a c t e d  by i t s  s i z e  and some t h i n g s  we read i n  i t .  We dec ided  t o  buy 

i t ,  though t h e  p r i c e  was abou t  $40.00.  I t h i n k  i t  was t h e  o n l y  copy f o r  

s a l e  then i n  Holland and I always f e l t  t h a t  we were guided t o  i t .  I 

i 
I 

I I t 

8 

$1 

I 

i '  
I i 1 l!l 
I 
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) M .  Seklemian 

i P.O. Box 5125 
I S an t a  E a r b a n ,  CA 

93108-0125 

MY SEARCH FOR TRUTH 

"Those who seek  s h a l l  f i nd . "  There a r e  thousands,  m i l l i o n s ,  who a r e  search-  
i n g ,  some d e s p e r a t e l y ,  t o  f i n d  meaning i n  t h i s  l i f e ,  why we a r e  here  and where 
we a r e  going.  I w a s  one o f  t hose  despe ra t e  seekers .  When my wife (of 48 y e a r s )  
passed on I suddenly began t o  search .  What happened t o  her?  Is t h e r e  a s o u l  o r  
something t h a t  l i v e s  on? I had given up on s tandard  churches inc luding  "of f -  
bea t"  r e l i g i o n s  when I was 25. My wife and I went happi ly on, not  g i v i n g  much 
thought  t o  l i f e  and death.  Then came t h e  shocking experience--the depa r tu re  of 
my loved  one i n t o  t h e  unknown. 

Unknown: 1% w a s  t e r r i b l y  h a r d  t o  t ake .  I could not  accept  dea th  as t h e  end. 
My s c i e n c e  s t u d i e s  t a u g h t  me t h a t  nothing is destroyed.  An inanimate,  l i f e l e s s  
atom endures  f o r e v e r .  It may change form but it never  ceases  t o  e x i s t .  Even a 
l i g h t  r a y  i s  f o r e v e r .  If a l i f e l e s s  atom is f o r e v e r ,  how come a b e a u t i f u l  
p e r s o n a l i t y ,  a f a n t a s t i c , l i v i n g ,  l o v i n g , i n c r e d i b l e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  must p e r i s h ?  
I cou ldn ' t  a ccep t  t h a t .  I t  d i d n ' t  seem r i g h t .  Su re ly  t h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  had t o  
be a m i l l i o n  t imes  more important  i n  t h e  scheme o f  t h i n g s  than  a l i f e l e s s  atom. 
O r  a s t r a y  l i g h t  r ay .  

Ky sea rch  f o r  t r u t h  began. I re-read t h e  gospel,  I examined Gibran, Gurd j i e f f ,  
t h e  phi losophers  a n c i e n t  and modern. I took a f l y i n g  t r i p  t o  W n c e  t o  s tudy  
wi th  t h e  renowned Maharishi.  I t ' s  m a z i n g  how l i t t l e  r e a l  information is a v a i l -  
a b l e  about  l i f e  a f t e r  dea th  and t h e  s u r v i v a l  of t h e  s o u l ,  if  t h e r e  is a s o u l .  
The more I s t u d i e d ,  t h e  l e s s  s u r e  I w a s .  

For f i v e  y e a r s  I l i v e d  i n  torment ,  h a t i n g  l i f e  and even r a i l i n g  a g a i n s t  God. 
I f i n a l l y  cons idered  s u i c i d e  as a means o f  l e a r n i n g  t h e  t r u t h  about death.  A t  
t h i s  j unc tu re  I rece ived  a n o t e  from Clyde Bedel l .  He enclosed a s h e e t  of  paper  
d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  URANTIA Book. He s a i d ,  "Thought you might l i k e  t o  know what 
I "ve been working on l a t e l y .  " ('The Concordex. ) I immediately wrote a check f o r  
bo th  books and  s e n t  it t o  Clyde. I thought ,  Who knows--maybe I should look 
i n t o  t h i s .  I ' v e  known Clyde f o r  years .  If h e ' s  involved it c a n ' t  be a l l  bad." 

Clyde promptly s e n t  my check back. He wrote "I d o n ' t  want you t o  pay f o r  t h e s e  
books u n l e s s  you r e a l l y  want them. Read first, t h e n  decide." 

I t 's  u s e l e s s  f o r  me t o  t e l l  U m n t i a  Book r eade r s  w h a t  a t h r i l l  it is t o  open 
t h i s  i n c r e d i b l e  volume and start reading .  A l l  doubts f ade  away. A l l  ques t ions  
g e t  answered. And f a i t h  is renewed with a bang: 

I ' v e  t o l d  t h i s  s t o r y  before:  I took my heavy packages t o  New York and,  one 
Sa turday  morning, with a f u l l  weekend of  work t o  do,  I s t a r t e d  r ead ing ,  Sunday 
evening I pu t  down t h e  Book. I had n o t  s l e p t  a wink o r  paused t o  e a t .  I h a d n ' t  
done a s t i t c h  of  my planned work e i t h e r .  That  evening I wrote a note .  "Dear 
Clyde; You s u c c e s s f u l l y  ru ined  my weekend." 



M .  Seklemian 

What prompted Clyde t o  send me t h e  Urant ia  Book? Even though I had known 
him as a businessman f o r  many yea r s  we were no t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c lo se .  I had 
l o s t  t r a c k  o f  him f o r  yea r s .  And he had no idea  of  my personal  l o s s  and 
despe ra t e  s ea rch  f o r  t r u t h .  What persuaded him t o  suddenly break t h e  s i l e n c e  
and send me t h a t  f i r s t  no te?  

Clyde s a y s  I made t h e  f i r s t  s t e p .  There had been a d e v a s t a t i n g  f i r e  i n  Santa  
Barbara and  300 houses had been destroyed.  O f  t h e  l ong  list published i n  t h e  
l o c a l  newspaper my eye caught Clyde Bedell:  .I knew h e h a d  been l i v i n g  i n  Santa 
Barbara but  I had no i d e a  he had s o l d  h i s  p l ace  and moved away. The house, 
s t i l l  c r e d i t e d  t o  h i s  name, headed t h e  published list of  homes l o s t .  I d i d  a 
very  s imple  t h i n g .  I t r i e d  t o  reach  Clyde t o  o f f e r  him my house, t o  t i d e  
Florence and him o v e r  i n  t h i s  emergency. A simple,  neighborly th ing  t o  do. 

Clyde says  t h a t  g e s t u r e  moved him. We both ag ree  o u r  Divine Thought Adjus te rs  
g o t  t o g e t h e r  and  dec ided  t h e  t ime had come f o r  my s e a r c h  t o  be answered. I a m  
f o r e v e r  g r a t e f u l  t o  Clyde Eede l l  f o r  h i s  thought fu lness  and,  f a r  above a l l ,  I 
am e t e r n a l l y  g r a t e f u l  t o  o u r  F a t h e r  f o r  t h i s  f a n t a s t i c  r e v e l a t i o n  and f o r  t h e  
Hope and Joy it has brought me. I have one mission now--to be ever  aware of 
my Thought A d j u s t e r ' s  l ead ings  and zero  in on o t h e r s  who sea rch .  



Jo  Ann Eichmann 
6415 Claremont Ave. 
Richmond, CA 94805 

HOW I FOUND THE BOOK (OR HOW THE BOOK FOUljD ~ 5 3 )  

I always enjoy t e l l i n g  t h e  s t o r y  of t h e  most important day of  my life--my 
i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  URANTIA Book. But t h a t  day s t a n d s  as a n  island--every- 
t h i n g  p r i o r  seeming t o  l e a d  LIJ t o  it and everything subsequent ly  l ead ing  
i n c r e a s i n g l y  i n t o  it. I n  1968 I was l i v i n g  i n  Newport Beach and a t t e n d i n g  t h e  
Un ive r s i t y  of  C a l i f o r n i a  a t  I r v i n e  and majoring i n  phi losophy.  

One day upon a r r i v i n g  home from c l a s s e s  my next  door  ne ighbor  met me a t  my 
door.  Knowing o f  my i n t e n s e  s p i r i t u a l  ques t  he g r e e t e d  me by say ing ,  " I  r a n  
a c r o s s  a book you might f i n d  i n t e r e s t i n g . "  He handed me The URANTIA Book 
and t h e  minute I he ld  it  i n  my hands and l e a f e d  through i ts  pages something 
deep wi th in  me exploded. I knew of  a c e r t a i n t y  t h i s  w a s  IT--the culminat ion 
o f  my sea rch .  

My f r i e n d  t o l d  me someone a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  where he worked bought t h e  F i r s t  
E d i t i o n  URANTIA Book i n  a secondhand bookstore some y e a r s  ago.  Although 
having a vague idea  t h e  book w a s  i n  some way s p e c i a l  he never  read  much of  
it. He l e n t  it t o  Ed, my neighbor, f o r  one day , exp la in ing  it seemed a d i f f i -  
c u l t  book t o  o b t a i n  and wanted it r i g h t  back. I persuaded Ed t o  l end  me t h e  
book u n t i l  t h e  next  day when it had t o  be r e tu rned .  Ed r e a l i z e d  how much more 
a l l  t h i s  meant t o  me than  it d i d  t o  him. 

I went i n t o  my apartment and proceeded t o  read  f o r  e igh teen  hours - -unt i l  t ime 
t o  go t o  work and school  t h e  next  day. Ed arranged it s o  I could borrow The 
URANTIA Book u n t i l  I was a b l e  t o  r ece ive  my own copy. 

For n e a r l y  t h r e e  yea r s  I had t h e  book e n t i r e l y  t o  myself n o t  knowing a n o t h e r  
human be ing  on t h e  p l ane t  who shared  t h e  Revelat ion wi th  m e .  F i n a l l y ,  I wrote 
t o  Chicago, was put  i n  con tac t  wi th  J u l i a  and my a c t i v e  involvement i n  t h e  
movement progressed a t  a s teady  pace! 



VIRGINIA LEE HALLOCK 
840 Ree Del Court N.E., 
Salem, Oregon 97301 

HOW I FOUND THE UFLWTIA BOOK 

THE UPSLNTIA BOOK found me, since I actually found it on my table one morning. 
I had known Marion for only a few months, but she is a responsive and generous 
friend. Knowing my interest in religion and philosophy, she had left a stack 
of books from her own library on my table. I hadn't even looked at them until 
the next morning. On waking that morning I had meditated as usual and carried 
a special thought for a more poignant answer to Truth than I had found. Before 
I even glanced at the paper I picked up THE URANTIA BOOK, scanned the Table of 
Contents, perused it further--and I was hooked. I started to read from the 
beginning, and although I had assimilated everything from Holmes to Blavatsky to 
Troward, this Book made sense. I could read, at first, only a few pages at a 
time. I called Marion and told her that it would take me at least two years 
to read this book, and I hoped she wasn't in any hurry for it. 

As I became interested then, so did she, and we decided that I should get my 
own book. None of the book stores in Salem had it in stock, and only one had 
heard of it. The Ruff Times group, of which Marion is the leader, meets at 
her house monthly, and at the September meeting one of us mentioned THE URANTIA 
BOOK and surprisingly Bob overheard the cormnent and told us of his long acquaint- 
ance with it. It was through him that we visited a study group in Corvallis 
and met Julia Fenderson. It's been clear sailing from then. Like a sponge, 
my mind has been absorbing every shred of information about the Book. 

My religious background had been eclectic. My father, an intellectual, had 
been a Christian Agnostic--but an inveterate searcher of Truth. My mother was 
a Southern Baptist and it was tke Baptist Church and its Sunday School that I 
had attended in Washington until we moved to Oregon. We made this move when I 
was 13, but the church was so conservative that I drifted over to the Episcopal 
Church where most of my friends were going. Y.P.F. was fun and Episcopal youths 
were permitted to dance and have more fun. Subsequently, I was confirmed by the 
Bishop of Eastern Oregon and I became the "pillar" of the Episcopal Church. I 
was president of the Altar Guild, and was the only woman in the state who was on 
the Bishop's Committee. (After I married and moved to a smaller town, I helped 
start a mission group and we didn't know that women, then, were not allowed on 
the Bishop's Committee. They let me remain.) For years I worked with the 
Episcopal Church and the very year that we moved from the small town to Salem, 
the church I had helped start was built. 

My studies, I must add, had not been confined to the Episcopal Church. I had 
read Emmett Fox, Ernest Holmes, Judge Troward, and had even studied with the 
Rosicrucians. When I moved to Salem, I visited both Episcopal Churches where I 
felt the emphasis was more social than spiritual, so - -  for a time - -  I church- 
hopped. I even attended some Ba'hai meetings which I thoroughly enjoyed, yet I 
felt more Christian than they. A P.E.O. friend introduced me to Woodland Chapel 
which was a Religious Science Church. The minister was a thinker, a real searcher 
for Truth, so I lingered here long enough to take three years of metaphysical 
philosophy. A change in ministers dampened my enthusiasm for this church and more 
recently I have again been church-hopping. 



:zLnia Lee Hallock 

z~z-.-e no apologies for my sustained search for Truth, since I know that my 
mind cannot grasp the ultimate. One thing that fascinates me is the 

; :: chat my Methodist minister grandfather became in his mature years some- 
._;= ~f a rebel. I have inherited part of his library, and in it I found 
z.-; volume set entitled The History of the Warfare of Science and Theology. 
-: 5ook stated that Christianity had set science back 1500 years--and accord- 

notes and underscoring, my grandfather believed this. I have read 
volume and I came to the realization that this Methodist minister 
er had been stuck with the beliefs of his youth. He would have been a 

c to voice from his pulpit what he actually believed. He died before I 
rn. How I wish I might have known him. How I wish he might have known 
TIA BOOK. The History of the Warfare of Science and Theology was a 

- zerful forerunner for my study of THE URANTIA BOOK. I would love to para- 
zz:? it for popular reading. I'm sure the copyright has run out since it 

;-lblished in the 1890's. It is so up-to-date, yet so at odds with tradition- 
rzligion. I have long realized how man-oriented and man-made churches are. 

variety of denominations indicate the discrepancies of Christian interpret- 
truly believe that those of us who are privileged to have found THE 

&:-A BOOK, can by example and demonstration revolutionize religious thought 
_ - - r - ~ t  proselytizing. Believe me when I see that someone is ready, I'll be there 

sorry for my searching and my studying. All these years of various church 
~r'_ences and omniverous studying have paved the way for my acceptance of THE 

SOOK. The book that Marion lent me, by the way, had belonged to Helen 
w h m  Julia Fenderson knew well. Helen's son had given it to Marion along 
rrher books from Helen's library. I'm happy to say that Marion has it back. 

own book AND Concordex and a study guide. 1 
' I 

' ; I  
s s ~ r c h  is over, but THE URANTIA BOOK will be an influence in guiding and direct- 

my work as a seminar consultant and lecturer. The 28 statements of human 
y on pages 556 and 557 of THE URANTIA BOOK were already part of my philos- 

- I have actually used (before I ever saw TJE URANTIA BOOK) No. 6 in putting 
i 
! 

- -=inar s for business and government. 

11 be better and far more exciting for having found THE URANTIA BOOK, 
1 i -  
I I '  

ttznks to Marion - -  for its having found me. i 1 '  
< I  I !  

^_ ..- 
A,* 



ELDRFD COCKING 
!+go-C C a l l e  Cadiz 
Laguna H i l l s ,  CA 92653 

HOW I FOUND THE URANTIA BOOK 

In t h e  f a l l  o f  1959,  I picked up a  copy of t h e  URANTIA Book whi le  browsing i n  a  
Chicago books tore .  I n  t h e  nex t  f i v e  o r  t en  minutes I perused t h e  t a b l e  of con t en t s  
and read a  few random samplings of t he  t e x t .  I concluded t h a t  t h e  book was probably 
j u s t  a n o t h e r  occu l t -me t aphys i ca l  product ion.  I s e t  t h e  book down on t h e  d i s p l a y  
t a b l e  and b r i e f l y  wondered i f  it would be worthwhile t o  buy and s t a r t  r ead ing  t h i s  
s i z e a b l e  and weighty volume ca r ry ing  a  book t i t l e  of which I had never  even hea rd .  

The nex t  day I r e tu rned  t o  t h e  bookstore  wi th  no doubt i n  my mind. I had d e f i n i t e l y  
decided t o  buy and read  t h e  URANTIA Book. I t  was a  d e c i s i o n  which was t o  deep ly  
i n f l u e n c e  my t h i n k i n g  and a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  yea r s  ahead. What were t h e  de te rmin ing  
f a c t o r s  behind t h i s  d e c i s i o n ?  Why was I w i l l i n g  t o  pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  s t r a n g e  
book? From whence came t h e  urge t o  become acqua in ted  w i th  t h e  con t en t s  of t h i s  
l eng thy  t r e a t i s e  by complete ly  unknown au tho r s?  

A f t e r  more than  two decades of read ing  and t h ink ing  about  The URANTIA Book and i t s  
amazing message,  I have l i t t l e  doubt t h a t  s p i r i t u a l  guidance was t h e  d e c i s i v e  
f a c t o r  i n  f i n d i n g  and s tudy ing  The URANTIA Book, j u s t  a s  i t  was t h e  same l e ad ing  of 
s p i r i t  which i n f l u e n c e d  my human mind t o  p e r s i s t  i n  a  ques t  f o r  t r u t h  ove r  s e v e r a l  
decades b e f o r e  encoun t e r i ng  and r ece iv ing  t h e  r e v e l a t o r y  message of The URANTIA 
Book. 

During t h e  long q u e s t  f o r  mental  and s p i r i t u a l  enl ightenment  I encountered much 
recorded i n fo rma t ion  about  t h e  l i v e s  and t h ink ing  of s p i r i t u a l  t e a c h e r s  and l e a d e r s ,  
ph i l o sophe r s ,  t h e o l o g i a n s ,  and s c i e n t i s t s ,  Most of t he se  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  and t h e i r  
w r i t i n g s  were i n t e r e s t i n g ,  a  few were i n s p i r i n g ,  bu t  - wi th  one excep t ion  - none 
of them were bo th  i n s p i r i n g  and convincing.  That excep t ion  was J e s u s  of Nazareth  
a s  revealeci i n  t h e  New Testament and i n  my t h ink ing  about  him. 

The problem about  J e s u s  was t h e  fragmentary,  incomplete b i b l i c a l  record  of h i s  l i f e  
and t e a c h i n g s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i th  t he  m u l t i p l i c i t y  of s e c t a r i a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of h i s  
message. I be l i eved  t h a t  J e sus  was t h e  g r e a t e s t  f i g u r e  i n  human h i s t o r y ,  even 
though I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  I understood a l l  too  l i t t l e  of h i s  message and i t s  impl ica -  
t i o n s .  I longed t o  know more about t h i s  mys te r ious  Son of God. 

The URANTIA Book was a marvelous answer t o  my f e l t  need f o r  more enl ightenment  
about  J e s u s  and h i s  heavenlyFather .  And t h e  wea l th  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  background 
i n fo rma t ion  about  t h e  cosmos and i t s  Crea to r  was tremendously impress ive  and 
i l l u m i n a t i n g .  Th i s  amazing t o u r  de f o r c e  revealed a  stupendous cosmic c o o r d i n a t i o n  
i n  t h e  l i f e  and t e ach ings  of J e sus  and h i s  program f o r  human s a l v a t i o n .  And s o  i t  
was t h a t  I d i s cove red  i n  t h e  URANTIA Book a  new r e v e l a t i o n  of  J e s u s  and a  v a s t l y  
improved p r e s e n t a t i o n  of h i s  saving message. 

I n  summary, a  p e r s i s t e n t  and uncomfortable hunger f o r  t r u t h  i s  t h e  r e a l  exp lana-  
t i o n  of how I found t h e  URANTIA Book and s t ayed  w i th  i t .  S p i r i t u a l  guidance i n  
s a t i s f y i n g  t h a t  hunger prepared me f o r  t h e  new r e v e l a t i o n  and ensured my accep tance  
of t h i s  g i f t  from God. 

- -- 



Roger J. AWo 
7933 Zelzah Ave. 
Reseda, CA 91335 

HOW I FOUND THE UW:TIA BOOK 

Finding t h e  UFW!TIA book is t h e  culminat ion of  many y e a r s  of s ea rch ing  
f o r  t r u t h ,  r e a l i t y  and G o d ,  I have explored r e l i g i o n s ,  ph i lo soph ie s  
and hundreds o f  books over  a f o r t y  yea r  pe r iod .  Ky g r e a t e s t  b l e s s i n g  
is i n  keeping a n  open mind i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  v a r i a t i o n s  of  r e l i g i o u s  
p r a c t i c e ,  p r e j u d i c e  and even s u p e r s t i t i o n s .  

I n  s p i t e  of t h e s e ,  my a t t i t u d e  remained focused on t h e  u l t i m a t e  t r u t h ,  
God. But even though I was accep t ing  Je sus ,  t h e  T r i n i t y  d o c t r i n e  seemed 
hazy and i n  need o f  much explana t ion .  

The URANTIA book has  opened a c l e a r  path f o r  me t o  fo l l ow ,  g i v i n g  me a 
renewed su rge  of  v i t a l i t y  and assurance  t h a t  what I a m  s ea rch ing  f o r  is 
wi th in  my g ra sp .  

I found t h e  URANTIA book f i rs t  by a c c i d e n t a l l y  f i n d i n g  t h e  Concordex wi th  
i ts b a s i c  l e a d i n g  ques t i ons  on t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  j acke t .  

I bought t h e  Concordex r i g h t  on t h e  s p o t  and after f o u r  days  of  i n t e n s i v e  
s ea rch  f i n a l l y  found a book s t o r e  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  kep t  cop ie s  o f  t h e  URAKTIA 
book i n  s tock .  A l l  t h e  o t h e r s  promised d e l i v e r y  f r o m  two t o  f o u r  weeks. 
I even c a l l e d  Chicago long d i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  home o f f i c e  and they  could on ly  
promise a two week d e l i v e r y ,  

When I found t h e  book I was n o t  aware.of  t h e  wonderful group of URANTIANS 
t h a t  precede me and o f f e r  me a s s i s t a n c e ,  f r i e n d s h i p  and feedback. I a m  
ve ry  f o r t u n a t e  and b lessed  and eage r  t o  s h a r e  my d i scove ry  wi th  o t h e r s .  



The UF&JTIA Rook and I czme toge ther  l a t e  i n  1962. A copy was loaned t o  my 
husband by a. R ive r s ide  Comty Planning Associate of  h i s  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  
d i s c u s s i n g  phi losoohy and r e l i g i o n  on t h e i r  lunchbreaks.  The f r i e n d  had used 
URUTIA a s  a  r e f e r e n c e  book i n  a course he took whi le  g e t t i n g  h i s  eng inee r ing  
degree  a t  USC i n  Los Angeles. I found out  l a t e r  t h a t  i t  had been p laced  i n  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r y  by J u l i a  "enaerson soon a f t e r  it w z s  nubl i shed .  So t h e  
r i p p l e s  of t h i s  epochal r e v e l a t i o n  pushed out  t o  be d i scovered  by a t m t h - s e e k e r  
who was des ign ing  >arks  i n  Biverside,  Ca l i fo rn i a .  So i t  was, t h a t  my kusband 
brought  t h i s  b ig  b l u e  2" t h i ck ,  f l v e  oound book home and pu.t  :<.t on our  bedside 
n igh t s t and  f o r  some shared read ing  before  we went t o  s l e e p  some n i r h t .  

He had a busy job,  and I wzs i n  charge o f  a  l a r g e  t he rapy  deozrtment a t  what 
w a s  then  R i v e r s i d e  County's l a r g e s t  general  acu t e  h o s p i t a l ,  w i th  f c u r  nain 
t r ea tmen t  a r e a s  i n  va r ious  bu i ld ings ,  with q u i t e  a l a r g e  s t a f f  o f  t h e r a p i s t s  
and t r a i n e d  v o l u n t e e r s .  I f e l t  I wanted something no t  too  h e a w  b u t  g r i p p i n g  
and educz t iona l  be fo re  c a l l i n g  i t  a day--like zn Irving Stone novel--and small  
enough t o  ho ld  i n  one hand--not a 2097 page gargantuan c o l l e c t i o n  o f  "papersn 
seemingly au tho red  by nouter-spacefl e n t i t i e s . . . .  3u.t I thought--well, l e t ' s  
g i v e  i t  z t r y .  It was my t u rn  t o  read an5 I l e t  t h e  book open where i t  would. 

It soread  open a t  t h e  p lace  where i t  descr ibes  t h e  e a r t h  be ing  peopl.ed by r e d ,  

I 
yel low,  b l u e ,  orange,  green and indigo races!  ::;ell..... we surmized t h i s  might 
be b e t t e r  t han  I r v i n g  Stone, Qrson ::!ells, and a  few o t h e r s  c o l l e c t i v e l y .  So 
we s t a r t e d  a t  t h e  beginning. \:'e vere  g r e a t l y  i n s p i r e d  and t h r i l l e c  by t h e  
en la rged  concept  o f  God--3is Nature and A t t r i b u t e s  a s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  the  f i r s t  
t h r e e  papers .  It was l i k e  p u t t i n g  f l e s h  and s k i n  on t h e  b a r e  s k e l e t o n  p i c t u r e  
o u t l i c e  i n  t h e  Bib le .  

Often I have read  t h e  f i r s t  and l a s t  ca r$s  of  a bcok t o  s e e  i f  I want t o  read  
t h e  i n  between. So we turned t o  Part IV t o  read  zbout t h e  s even th  i nca rna t fon  
of our  TJniverse Crea tor  coming t o  t h i s  e a r t h ,  a s  a mor ta l ,  t o  demonstrate  by 
his  l i f e  and t each ings  t he  t r u e  ':'ill, of God and h i s  many a t t r i b u t e s ,  a s  n e a r l y  I 

as mor t a l s  a r e  a b l e  t o  graso.  It was about Christmas time;and r ead ing  about I 
t h e  Love and Conpassion of Yichael f o r  B i s  c r e a t e d  c r e a t u r e s  was ve ry  touching,  

It ? i d n l  t seem t o  ma t t e r  "who wrote the  URANTIA Rook?" (AS s o  many people  have 
asked me s i n c e ) .  But a s  we read  i t  seemed t o  be t h e  Truth.  It f i l l e d  i n  a l l  
t h e  gaps and unanswered spaces  i n  t he  Eib le  about t h e  L i f e  of  J e sus ,  h i s  e a r t h l y  
fami ly ,  what he d i d  i n  those "missing years t '  be fo re  he s t a - r t ed  h i s  d i r e c t  min i s t ry  
t o  h l s  chosen d i s c i p l e s  and t h e  mult i tudes of h i s  time. And s o  many o t h e r  
ques t i ons  were answered i n  s imple,  g r ipp ing  languzge; and y e t  t h e  l i t e r a r y  for3 
w a s  s o  e loquent .  UI~ANTIA made the  message of J e s u s ,  s o  ske t chy  and abbrev ia ted  
i n  t h e  B ib l e ,  come a l i v e  i n  a v ib ran t ,  meaningrul way. It g2ve d i r e c t i o n  f o r  
everyday p r e s e n t  l i v i n g ,  and i t  made the  teachings  of t h e  B ib l e  s o  much more 
unde r s t andab le  too.  



B e v e r l w  .J. Wold 

O u r  s p i r i t  gu ides  were l o v i n g l y  and gen t ly  l ead ing  us  on, f o r  we discovered 
t h a t  some f r i e n d s  i n  R ive r s ide  had a l s o  found t h e  URANTIA book through a 
"New Age" s t u d y  group. They had g o t t e n  a no t i ce  f r o m  Georgia Gecht,  then  
s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  F i r s t  Urantia Soc ie ty  of Los Angeles, of a meeting t h e  
f irst  Sunday o f  t h e  month t o  be he ld  a t  a bank i n  Culver Ci ty .  We a l l  went. 
t o  f i n d  ou t  more about  t h e  URAEiTIA book f r o m  them. 

J u l i a  Fenderson w a s  a t  t h e  door ,  a long  wi th  o t h e r s ,  warmly g r e e t i n g  and 
i n t r o d u c i n g  people.  The meeting w a s  very  i n s p i r i n g ,  t h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  s o  
w a r m  and  s incere--and no c o l l e c t i o n  p l a t e  w a s  passed: We re tu rned  many 
t i m e s  and  soon s t a r t e d  a s tudy  group i n  Rivers ide .  

I t  w a s  t h e  beginning of what is now a twenty-year a s s o c i a t i o n  with 
FUSLA, myriads o f  a s s o c i a t i o n s  wi th  U W T I A  BROTHERHOOD a l l  over  t h e  USA 
and o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  and  deep s p i r i t u a l  exper iences ,  wi th  a n  expanding 
knowledge of t h e  journey t o  E t e r n i t y  as road-mapped i n  URANTIA. 



Karen Jeppesen,  
1101 N 22nd S t . ,  
Council  B l u f f s ,  Iowa 51501. 

"Seek and Ye S h a l l  Find" 

The way I found t h e  book seems t y p i c a l .  I grew up i n  the  Lutheran Church. I 
was a  "Jesus  f reak"  f o r  a  while ,  but never i n t ense ly ,  i t  was j u s t  fun. I asked 
a  l o t  of ques t ions .  The answers became c i r c l e s  a f t e r  a  while ,  so I q u i t  asking.  

As a  s e n i o r  i n  h igh  school ,  a  g i f t e d  teacher  introduced us t o  the  " t ru th"  of 
myth and t h e  falsehood of what we o f t en  consider  f a c t .  He then taught  us  Eastern 
Rel ig ions  from t h e  i n s i d e ,  ( ins tead  of those pagan hea thens) .  I d id  an indepen- 
dent  s tudy  of r e l i g i o n  f o r  an Advanced Seminar. Though too ornery  t o  r e a l i z e  i t  
a t  t h e  t ime, my t eache r  was leading me t o  understanding t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  many f a c e t s  
of personal  r e l i g i o u s  experience,  how each person i n t e r p r e t s  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  
longings and exper ience  i n  l i g h t  of t h e i r  c u l t u r e  and c u l t u r a l  b e l i e f s .  
This  meant t h e r e  - was a  " t ru th"  i n  r e l i g i o n s .  There was one th ing  t h a t  t i e d  a l l  
r e l i g i o n s  t o g e t h e r ,  making them more than a  g i a n t  psychology de lus ion .  
What was t h i s  t r u t h ?  It was experienced. 

I became i n t e r e s t e d  i n  g e s t a l t  psychology, a s  expanded consciousness .  Then 
drugs,  then  mysticism. J u s t  when I was s t a r t i n g  t o  ge t  i n  over my head a  f r i end  
t o l d  me, "I know a  book you might be i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  I t ' s  t he  h i s t o r y  of e a r t h ,  
w r i t t e n  by beings beyond time and space." 

Study and exper ience  t o l d  me t h i s  f a n t a s t i c  s ta tement  was probably t r u e  and might 
even be t h e  key. For by now I had seen t h a t  while a l l  r e l i g i o n s  had t r u t h ,  some 
contained more t r u t h  than  o the r s .  I n  my mind the re  was a t r i a n g l e  of t r u t h  wi th  
some r e l i g i o n s  c l o s e r  t o  t he  top,  o thers  near  the  bottom, but  none a t  the  peak of 
t r u t h .  I thought  maybe the  t r u t h  was beyond what we might know on e a r t h .  
My i n t e l l e c t  was prepared,  so  too was my soul .  

My f a i t h f u l  Thought Adjus te r  had been encouraging me t o  prayer  and worship, though 
I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  i n  a  personal  God a t  t h a t  time. 

A couple days l a t e r  I went t o  t he  bookstore wi th  a  f r i e n d ,  where I had been t o l d  
I could f i n d  t h i s  URANTIA (Earth) Book. As I was paging through the  t a b l e  of 
c o n t e n t s ,  ano the r  woman came i n  t o  look a t  t he  book. I was so  exc i t ed  t o  meet 
another  URANTIAN. Soon I asked a  l o t  of ques t ions ,  how she came t o  f i n d  the  
book, e t c .  Her b r i e f  and meaningful r e p l i e s  astounded me and made me more 
cu r ious .  She s a i d  she  would be having a  meeting of a l l  t h e  Iowa C i ty  URANTIANS 

i i n  two weeks and t h e  a r e a  r ep re sen ta t ive  would be the re .  A f t e r  such a  r evea l ing  
1 coinc idence  I bought t h e  book, reading i t  t h a t  summer. I remember so  v i v i d l y  

walking i n t o  t h e  URANTIA ga ther ing  two weeks l a t e r .  The atmosphere was so  high 
I f e l t  l i k e  I was walking two f e e t  of f  the  ground. A t  f i r s t  I was very  suspic ious .  
Are they l i k e  Sc ien to logy ,  wanting money, w i l l  they warp my mind, l i k e  t h e  pseudo 
sc i ences  I had s t u d i e d ?  None of t h i s  happened. 

Every day more doubts  and f e a r s  f a l l  t o  the  t r u t h s  of l i v i n g  a s  revea led  i n  t he  
URANTIA Book. P r a i s e  God. 



G .  Walstrom 

Box 136 

Atascadero ,  CA 93422 

Age 81. 

HOW I FOLTND THE URANTIA BOOK 

Some boys used t o  come t o  t h e  canyon where we l i v e d  i n  Colorado t o  l i s t e n  

t o  some o c c u l t  l e c t u r e s  on Sundays, and a s  we l i v e d  13 m i l e s  from C a s t l e  

Rock, t h e r e  was nowhere t o  g e t  a meal, so  we i n v i t e d  them t o  our  house f o r  

d i n n e r  a f t e r  t h e  morning l e c t u r e .  They were s t u d e n t s  i n  Boulder U n i v e r s i t y .  

They had gone t o  t h e  Denver URANTIA S o c i e t y  and were t a l k i n g  about  i t ,  and 

one Sunday i n  J u l y  1956, Roger Da rne l l  brought t he  URANTIA BOOK a l l  wrapped 

up l i k e  a box of  candy. 

Well ,  I s t a r t e d  read ing  i t ,  and by t he  end of t h e  yea r  I had f i n i s h e d  i t .  

So a f t e r  me, Marie,my w i f e  read i t  t oo ,  and then  we asked  Roger t o  b r i n g  

t h r e e  more books,  which we soon so ld .  A f t e r  t h a t  we s t a r t e d  o r d e r i n g  t h e  

books i n  10-book l o t s .  So a few of u s  would g e t  t o g e t h e r  f o r  a URANTIA Book 

r ead ing  once a week. From then  on w e  always kep t  some books. 

Through t h e  y e a r s  w e  have d i s t r i b u t e d  over 70 URANTIA Books. 

Mar ie  made heavy p l a s t i c  covers  f o r  a l l  t h e  books t o  s ave  t h e  f l y  covers  

and t h e  r ead ing  on them. Dear Marie ,she i s  now on t h e  Mansion Worlds. 

Note: Gus Walstrom i s  now on t h e  Mansion Worlds w i t h  "Dear Marie." 



As an a d u l t  I had become i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t he  s tudy of music and had taken l e s sons ,  s: 
I had vowed t h a t  when my c h i l d r e n  were i n  school and s u f f i c i e n t l y  independent,  I 
would go back t o  c o l l e g e  arld t a k e  music courses.  I n  1968 we n?oved t o  V i rg in i a  3ea.-i:, 
an occas ion  which caused me t o  look aga in  t o  my goals  and s i n c e  the re  was a small 
co l l ege  near  and t h e  time seemed r i g h t ,  I en ro l l ed  i n  freshm2.n courses  i n  t he  PTusi: 
Department. 

Durins Christmas v a c a t i o n  my husband, Russ, had t a lked  me i n t o  going with him t o  
v i s i t  t h e  A.R.Z. Foundation 2t V i r g i n i a  Beach, t h e  o ld  Edgar Casey Sanatarium whicj-. 
looks o u t  upon t h e  A t l a n t i c  Ocean. I had, a s  a  mat te r  of p r i n c i p l e ,  avoided such 
p l aces ,  not  because I d i d n ' t  be l i eve  almost anything i s  p o s s i b l e ,  bu t  simply beczus? 
i t  wasn ' t  my cup of t e a .  There must be a  hundred f rauds  f o r  every one t r u t h  i n  5 h ~  
psychic and h e z l i n g  claims.  However, Russ p e r s i s t e d  on t h e  b a s i s  t h a t  we owed i t  t o  
ourse lves  t o  s e e  something unique r i g h t  i n  our  home area .  

!Jhile a t  t he  Foundation, T l e z rned  t h a t  t h e r e  was a l a r g e  l i b r a r y  of unusual books 
dealirg i n  psychic phenomenon, fo r tune  t e l l i n g ,  g r e d i c t i o ~ ,  a s t ro logy ,  r e l i g i o u s  
philosophy, e t c . ,  e t c .  There was a l s o  a  book s t o r e ,  and while  t h e r e  I boaght a  
couple of  books f o r  Christmas presents .  Russ wrote a check f o r  them and we l e f t .  
That,  i t  seemed, w a s  t h a t .  

By t h e  end of t h e  school  yea r  I knew t h a t  an occupation i n  music was not  f o r  me. 
I had been ho ld ing  o f f  on acknowledging the  f a c t ,  bu t  on t h e  day I r e tu rned  from 
ny l a s t  f i n a l ,  I had t o  examine what I had been pushing a s ide .  I was q u i t e  d i s -  
cou rwed  t h a t  t h i s  long-held dream was not  v a l i d  and i n  t he  course of my mental 
c i r c l e s  I exc la ined ,  tlb!ell, God, what am I supposed t o  do?" 

The phone rang. The woman on the  o t h e r  end of  t h e  l i n e  t h a t  she  was 
c a l l i n g  from t h e  h.9.E. book shop and t h a t  t h e  check w r i t t e n  Sack 
i n  December (some f i v e  months be fo re )  had been dated 1965 i n s t e a d  of 1968. I was 
embarrassed 2nd promised t h a t  I would g e t  r i g h t  i n  t h e  c a r  and come out  t o  w r i t e  
her  a  new 2nd good check. I n  f i v e  months she had not  been a b l e  t o  f i n d  me a t  home 
because I w a s  a t t e n d i n g  c l a s s e s .  

On t h e  way t o  t h e  Foundation I thought over what I had s a i d ,  and what had happened. 
I decided s i n c e  I had asked,  I ought t o  s ee  i f  I had rece ived  an answer, The only  
t h i n g  I could t h i n k  o f  do ing  i n  connect ion with A.R.E., was t o  j o i n  t h e  l i b r a r y  as 
2n a s s o c i a t e ,  and s t a r t  reading.  

\!henever I went over  t o  t h e  l i b r a r y  t o  r e t u r n  and t ake  ou t  more books, I went throueh 
a l i t t l e  r o u t i n e  o f  reminding myself of what had happened, and of prepar ing  a ve ry  
open s t a t e  of  mind as I scanned t h e  shelves.  I choose books because they  hczd p r e t t y  
covers ,  o r  were on a s u b j e c t  t h a t  i n t e r e s t e d  me o r  t h a t  I knew noth ing  about.  I 

1 pursued i n t e r e s t i n g  s u b j e c t s  and discarded a l o t  of t r a s h y  ones. I began t o  wonder 
: vhy a l l  those  " i n s p i r e d "  people could not  w r i t e  i n  simple u n d e r s t a d a b l e  English. 
I Apparently,  t h e i r  i n s p i r a t i o n  d i d n ' t  extend t h a t  far. I r ead  g r e a t  p r e d i c t i o n s ,  

Bu a d h i s t  phi losophy,  and t h e  art of ,crying. A l o t  o f  it was obvious and pre ten-  
t i o u s  fakery, and some o f  it was i n t e r e s t i n g .  By f a l l ,  I was a  ve t e ran  o f  t h e  card  
c a t a l o g  and a t r a i l  o f  r e f e rences .  



About t h i s  t ime I read  a book. by a psychic  who l i v e d  about  t h e  t i n e  o f  !.iorl.c! \!ar I 
and t h e  subsequent  post-war per iod .  Iie ha.d i n  t h e  appendix of  h i s  book (l,,:hose name 
I cannot  remember) an account o f  a major v i s i o n  o r  whztever.  The main c h a r a c t e r  i n  
t h e  v i s i o n  was "Urania",  a goddess de sc r i bed  as a daughte r  o f  heaven and e a r t h  - 
o f  t h e  sun and t h e  moon. I was f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  pantheon ( t h d s  t o  f ou r  
y e a r s  o f  L a t i n  i n  h igh  school )  and t h i s  was an unconvent ional  p o r t r a y a l  of  Urania.  
She i s  u s u a l l y  one of t h e  IJine >!uses, t h e  goddess of  t h e  heaven and sstronomy. 
Pny-b~ay, t h e  a u t h o r ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  so  i n t e r e s t e d  me t h a t  I b~ i shed  t o  look  up more on 
t h e  s u b j e c t  of  Urania.  I t r o t t e d  back t o  t h e  A.R.E. l i b r a r y .  

The c a r d  c a t a l o g  con ta ined  on ly  one book under  t h e  l e t t e r  "U", URAhTIA, THE BOOK. 

Only one ~ ~ I v ' T I A ,  THZ 300K w a s  con ta ined  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y .  And t h a t  was i n  r e f e r e n c e  
and could n o t  be t & e n  ou t .  I climbed up t h e  s t e p  s t o o l  t o  r e a c h  i t  ( f o r  i t  w a s  on 
t h e  t o p  s h e l f )  and a lmost  f e l l  o f f  when t h e  weight o f  "Big Blue" nade i t s e l f  known. 
That  a f t e rnoon ,  I sat at one o f  t h e  o d l  t a b l e s  a d  one .o f  t h e  oak (ha rd )  c h a i r s  and 
s t a r t e d  i n  on t h e  "Fore?~ard" .  I ' m  no t  a f r a i d  t o  r e ad  l o n g  books b u t  i t  d i d  s t r i k e  
me t h a t  it was go ing  t o  t ake  me s e v e r a l  l i f e t i m e s  t o  g e t  through a book o f  t h a t  s i z e  
and s o l i d i t y  (no p i c t u r e s )  i f  I could on ly  spend a few hours  a week on i t .  I p u t  
"Big Elue" back and cont inued my chance encounte r  w i t h  l i t e r a t u r e .  

About two weeks l a t e r  I approached t h e  check-out desk w i th  my weekly s e l e c t i o n .  
There  on t h e  c a r t  of volumes t o  go on t h e  s h e l v e s ,  w a s  a wide b l u e  book. The 
l i b r a r i a n  informed me t h a t  t hey  had g o t t e n  a second copy s o  t h a t  one cou ld  go on t h e  
c i r c u l a t i o n  she lve s .  I had s een  it twice  and I dec ided  I ought t o  check it ou t .  
And t h i s  t i x e  I g o t  beyond t h e  "Poreward". 

Because i t  w a s  f r o n  a. l i b r a r y  I paced myself a t  a paper  a d.ay t o  g e t  t h rough  it. 
The l i b r a r i a n  a l lowed me t o  renew it  as l o n g  as no one was on t h e  w a i t i n g  l i s t  f o r  
i t .  Ey Novenber I had ordered  my own book from Chicago, and I f i n i s h e d  t h e  f o u r t h  
s e c t i o n  i n  my own book. As I r ead  i t  I knew it w a s  wha.t i t  s a i d .  It was as though 
I had been d e l i b e r a t e l y  primed on t h e  o t h e r  r e a d i n g  s o  I would have some similar 
m a t e r i a l  f o r  comparison. A s  far  as I was and am concerned, t h e r e  i s  none. (no 
comparison. 

!:'e l i v e d  i n  ' J i r g in i a  Beach f o r  ano the r  seven-a.nd-a-half years and I never  found 
a n o t h e r  r e a d e r  excep t  my f m i l y  members t o  whom I in t roduced  t h e  book. I n  1976 
when I f i n a l l y  g o t  t o  Chicago I met o t h e r  r e a d e r s  a t  533, t h e  f i r s t  b e s i d e s  my 
f a m i l y  I had t a l k e d  t o  a.bout t h e  book. I have been r e a d i n g  and d i s c u s s i n g  i t  e v e r  
s i n c e ,  b u t  I a m  happy t o  r e p o r t  I have many r e a d e r s  t o  t a l k  t o  and s h a r e  w i t h  now. 



COMING HOME TO FATHER 

A :. .; college sophomore  I r e m e m b e r  pondering the word "God". I couldn ' t  think 

\'.'I\,:: i t  should mean .  It s e e m e d  jus t  a word,  with no r e f e r en t ,  an  invention of man .  

J Io \ \  could people even talk about  "God"? 

' ~ ' I ~ c - I ,  I r e m e m b e r  h e a r i n g  the  idea  that  God i s  abscondi te ,  hidden. He  i s  nothing 
iclc'l:tifiable. One could only s a y  what he  i s  not. S o r t  of a black hole in  s p a c e ,  
"'. ' \ !,e. But what u s e  was  tha t?  I didn' t  c a r e  enough to  think. 

I 1 ' 1 1 ( . 1 ,  I go t  i n t e r e s t ed  i n  E a s t e r n  thought- - in  B rahman  and atma, m a n  merg ing  with 
t I 1 1 '  \ ,nive r s e  ovc r soul  tllr ough contemplat ion and  se l f - ident i f ica t ion with deity.  

t 'l 'I~,t: made  a  l i t t le  m o r e  s e n s e  to me. But with i t  I t h r e w  out the idea of any 
i : ' i l l ' k  ial ized deity a t t r i bu t e  of J e s u s .  J e s u s  was  jus t  a  highly developed man of 

t  We w e r e  a l l  equa l  sons  of God. What could be s o  spec i a l  abou t  J e s u s ?  

1 
j h l ) l  [ I C - X ~  s t ep  proved m o r e  f rui t fu l .  I began consult ing the  -- I Chin& Its philosophy 
I b t s c  1i11,e m y  e th ica l  a n d  m o r a l  foundation. I d i scovered  the wisdom of s e l f - r e s t r a i n t .  

I I \ l i t  ivated a  s e n s e  o f  s p i r i t u a l  c en t e r .  I saw tha t  I was  the  c r e a t o r  of m y  des t iny .  

I i ' l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ e d  m y  l i f e  leaks .  L i y  living efficiency rose .  With a  b r o t h e r  I revi-:ed a  

81~il .ss  of my e l d e r l y  fa the r .  I found the  young woman whom I wanted t o  m a r r y .  

+t O \  lclence smi l ed  on m e .  I was  working n.ith life. - 
t 

! ! ' .L(] a r r i v e d  a t  a  point  w h e r e  the  d e s i r e  to  ha rmon ize  wi th  life, to kno-.r.l the u n i v e r s e  
i f \ \ ' l l l ,  was m y  r i s i ng  intent .  In r e a l i t y  I was  s ea r ch ing  fo r  God. It  W~L-s h i s  c o s m i c  

FY''  (Ii:~t s a w  m y  need. I found the  URANTLA Book. Thank you J a y  Newbe rn !  FOP a 

'\''*\'. 1 picked a t  it .  
i 
1 .z. 
: . 

? .. 
.,".' !;l.yle en t ranced  m e - - s t r a i g h t ,  f la t -out  d e c l a r a t o r y  about  the  m o s t  e n o r m o u s  
g'.'!)ic:;, un ive r s e  o rgan iza t ion  and de i ty  manifestat ion.  I liked s imp le  s en t ences  
F':t.ll :iimple t r u t h s ,  s-ach a s  Cod never  being subject  to  s u r p r i s e .  I w a s  in t r igued  

pi':tli !. l ie f o r e t a s t e  of t hose  things which I would d i s cove r  when I r e ached  P a r a d i s e  
:;(:arched the  wr i t t en  r eco rd ;  ~:f the beg iming  of things.  

\ 

.!: \V;i:; good s c i ence  f ic t ion,  a  grt.::. s t o ry ,  s p a c e  age  d r a m a ,  and a m a s t e r p i e c e  of - .. 
* - <):;,:. 

' l i t  -. 'I1:.:pcr c u r r e n t s  worked on ni; znd within me. I r e a d  the f i r s t  c h a p t e r s  on t he  
. ' k 1 ) 1 a : ; : d  s imul taneous ly  wi th  a det-f-irmined effor t  t o  rap id ly  complete  t h e  J e s u s  

2 .\ . - \ ' t l ( , r . ,  to  unders tand  the  l i fe  a n d  t each ings  of J e s u s .  The ideas  of God and God- 

:, '11, Fa ther  and Son,  F a t h e r - 3 r o t h e r ,  and God-Fa ther  g rew within Ine. I r e v e r e d  ' ;' if](::, of  God the Unknowable, the -Absolute, descending t o  Cod the  p e r s o n a l ,  in to  
' 1 -  I r eve l ed  in i t s  fac t :  Jes i l s  of Nsza re th ,  Son of God, Son of M a .  How . .. 

- . f(:(.:iy r ight  f o r  the Infini te to come  to m a n  a s  man: a  descending Son of God 
' : c ' l - i r . : ;  t he  helping hand,  m a n  to man.  It made s ense ,  a  pe r icc t ion  of Eense. God 
' 1 r :nse .  He spoke to u s ,  a s  one of u s .  How r ight!  Mow n a t u r a l !  How beau t i fu l !  



'I 'his idca  i s n ' t  new with tile U R A N T U  Cook, of c o u r s e .  But the  i n c a r n a t i o n  i d c a  had  -- 
a l w a y s  been linked in m y  recol lec t ion o i  C h r i s t i a n i t y  with the a tonement :  C h r i s t  
c ruc i f i ed  fo r  c u r  s i n s ,  the s ins  and guilt  o f  the whole wor ld  shi f ted  onto a n  innocen t  
l a m b ,  t o  b e  c ruc i f i ed ,  whose blood was  t o  be  shed to a p p e a s e  the  r u t h l e s s  w r a t h  of a 
s t e r n  a n d  inf lexible  God of jus t ice  and punishment .  T h a t  m a d e  m e  s ick .  I w a s  
re l i eved  and h e a r t e n e d  t o  find th is  idea s i f t ed  out  and  d i s c a r d e d  a s  a  r e m n a n t  o f  t h e  
p r i m i t i v e  t r i b a l  s u p e r s t i t i o n s  and be l i e f s  of the  H e b r e w s ,  a n  a s s a u l t  upon t h e  p e r -  
f ec t ion  o f  t h e  d iv ine  love,  his  u n c h ~ n ~ i n e  love.  - 

The URANTLA Book final ly lnalces s e n s e  out of J e s u s  f o r  me .  J e s u s  m a k e s  s e n s e .  -- 
I be l ieve  h im.  And because  of h i m  I know someth ing  of t h e  F a t h e r .  What  i s  God if 
not ,  a t  l e a s t ,  the F a t h e r  of h i s  ch i ld ren?  A F a t h e r  e v e n  a s  th i s  Son s o  p o r t r a y e d  
him.  Yes ,  God i s  p e r s o n .  What s e n s e  t o  a wor ld  of m e n  endowed w i t h p e r s o n a i i t y ,  
free-\ \r i l l ,  and dei ty  a s p i r a t i o n ?  if not t o  h e r a l d  the  e v e r  a scend ing  s c a l e  of p e r s o n -  
a l i ty  r e a l i z a t i o n - - e v e n  to the  u l t imate  d i s c o v e r y  of t h e  p r i m a l  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  the  
b e s t o w e r  of p e r s o n a l i t y ,  the Universa l  F a t h e r  ! 

So,  what  i s  God to  m e  now? He  i s  the  one e t e r n a l  r e a l i t y .  He i s  m y  F a t h e r ,  who 
wi l l s  the  we l l -be ing  of a l l  h i s  ch i ld ren ,  m y  b r o t h e r s  and  s i s t e r s  i n  s p i r i t ,  a n d  h e  
d e s i r e s  tha t  m y  wil l  b e c o m e  a s  his  will. Fie i s  what  J e s u s  s a y s  h e  is. A s  a  chi ld  I 
w a s  r a i s e d  with s o m e  p r i m i t i v e  ideas  about h i m ,  a s  a  s tudent  I r e j e c t e d  t h e m ,  a n d  a s  
an adu l t ,  and a s  a  Uran t i an  I a c c e p t  h i m  in h i s  t r u t h .  I a m  a Chr i s t i an .  I am h i s  
fa i th  son. 

I s e e  ho\v t h e  wor ld  i s  in  need, a s  w a s  E i n  need of a  r e f r e s h e n e d  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  s h o r n  
of i t s  p a g a n i s m  and ins t i tu t ional  b a r n a c l e s ,  i t s  s h e l l s  and ske le tons  of c r e e d s  and  
r i t e s  and r u l e s ,  and c c c i e s i a s t i c a l  t i cke t s  to  heaven.  How we h a v e  wa i ted  t h e s e  n e a r  
two- thousand y e a r s  for  th i s  c leansed m e s s a g e  wi th  i t s  s i m p l e  c a l l  t o  t h e  w o r s h i p  and  
love  of God in  fai th s e r v i c e  to  man.  

But I find even  m o r e  than  th is  in the UEiANTLA Book. It i s  the  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  e v e r y  
theological  ques t ion  I have e v e r  enter ta ined.  I u n d e r s t a n d  the  s o u r c e  of s i n  in t h e  
wor ld  (which i s  not  our r a c i a l  guil t) .  Above a l l ,  I s e e  a n  end t o  it. I t  i s  not  f a r  off. 
I s e e  the  c o s m i c  d r a m a  of the Son of God c o m e  down t o  t h e  l e a s t  of h i s  w o r l d s ,  t h a t  
none migh t  be los t .  I s e e  a  g lo r ious  des t iny  f o r  t h o s e  who join i n  fa i th  t o  fol low his 
example .  I  s e e  a new age .  I s e e  Chr i s t endo ln  re ign ing  i n  the  h e a r t s  of a l l  men.  I 
s e e  URANTlA re igning in  the  heavens ,  r e b o r n .  We have a des t iny.  A u n i v e r s e  
beholds  us .  

And,  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  we have work  a t  hand, to  the  fu1fillmer.t of which we c a n  go  
in conf idencc  that  aught  i s  in vain,  that  e a c h  vaguely  p e r c e p t i b l e  s t e p  i s  one las t in?  
s t e p  c l o s e r ,  tha t  e a c h  d a y  each v i c t o r y  of the d iv ine  t h r o u g h  u s  i s  l a s t ing ,  e ter f ia l ,  
f r o m  t h e  f i r s t ,  b e c a u s e  w e  have willed it  s o ,  and  s o  bel ieve .  

W e  go to  i n h e r i t  a never-ending a lways-expanding u n i v e r s e ,  firm in  the  fa i th  tha t  
human  s t r i v i n g  i s  not in vain, that m a n  i s  no m i s t a k e ,  tha t  e t e rn i ty  is o u r s  i n  s o  f a r  
a s  we e v e r  g o  f o r t h  t o  r e c e i v e  it. Thank you F a t h e r .  O u r  h e c r t s  r u n n e t h  o v e r .  

B l e s s e d  is h e  who c o m e t h  
in t h e  n a m e  of the  L o r d !  

A m e n  



!n 1 9 6 0 ,  thc! U K R N T I A  BOOK was  f i r s t  brought t o  m y  a t tent ion by my husband- to -be ,  
~ c f i .  But at  tha t  t i m e  I w a s  not i n t e r e s t e d .  A f t e r  we w e r e  m a r r i e d  m y  l i f e  w a s  
busy and ful l ,  acqu i r ing  a col lege  d c g r e e ,  then teaching for  two y e a r s .  Next c a m e  
ra i s ing  a  fami ly  of two ch i ld ren .  J e f f ' s  c a r e e r  r e q u i r e d  moving f requen t ly  in  t h o s e  
i i r s t  seven  y e a r s .  Dur ing  that  t i m e ,  I would occas ional ly  p ick  up the  URANTIA 
~ o o k ,  m o r e  out o f  c u r i o s i t y  than  anything e l s e ,  and r e a d  a t  r a n d o m  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  
? a r a g r a p h  o r  a  few pages .  At  C h r i s t m a s  a n d  E a s t e r  I would r e a d  t h e  a c c o u n t s  of 
:he b i r t h  and d e a t h  of J e s u s .  

In  1968 ,  w e  p u r c h a s e d  a  h o m e  n e a r  a  new, s m a l l  Congregat ional  c h u r c h .  T h e  
n l in i s t e r  of tha t  church  w a s  the  ca ta lys t  f o r  the changes  to  take  p l a c e  in m y  r e l i g i o u s  
life. O v e r  a  pe r iod  of a  fe\v months  i t  was  the  comSlnation of h i s  s e r m o n s  and 
c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  and m y  o b s e r v a t i o n s  of the way that  h e  lived and c a r e d  for o t h e r s ,  
that  awakened i n  m e  a  growing hunger  and t h i r s t  i o r  knowl.cdze of J e s u s  and  of God 
on a  p e r s o n a l  and in te l l ec tua l  level .  

And s o ,  t h i s  URANTL4 Boolc, which for  s o  many  y e a r s  had been touched m o r e  of ten  
to be dus ted  than  t o  be  r e a d  by m e ,  was  e a g e r l y  t aken  f r o m  the shel f  a n d  r e a d  by a 
n e w  me .  

Jeff Wattles, Ph.D. 
Box 347 
Berkeley,  CA 94709 

Here is  my s t o r y :  

About fou r  y e a r s  ago I w a s  a gradua te  s tuden t  i n  phi losophy a t  Northwestern 
U n i v e r s i t y  i n  Evanston, I l l i n o i s .  I had t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  be h o s t  f o r  a  few 
days t o  a t e a c h e r  o f  Transcendenta l  Meditation. During one o f  ou r  many d i s -  
cus s ions  I ,asked him, "Bow does Ind i an  philosophy r e l a t e  t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  
Jesus?" fie s a i d  l i t t l e  bu t  mentioned t h e  URANTIA book. H e  exp la ined  t h a t  he  
had t r a v e l e d  t o  t h e  Chicago a r e a  p a r t l y  i n  o rde r  t o  v i s i t  t h e  UWTIA Found- 
a t i o n ,  and he  i n v i t e d  m e  t o  come wi th  him. I dec l ined .  He made h i s  v i s i t ,  
s a i d  no th ing  abou t  it and  l e f t  t h e  next  day. 

I n c r e a s i n g l y  c u r i o u s ,  I drove down t o  533 Diversey Parkway, i n t roduced  myself 
and s a i d ,  "I understand t h a t  you put  out  a book, and I ' d  l i k e  t o  s e e  i t , "  
aecause  it w a s  n e a r l y  5 : O O  o ' c lock ,  I only had time t o  r e a d  t h e  t i t l e s  o f  t h e  
Fapers ;  I thanked t h e  l a d y  and s a i d ,  "I d o n ' t  t h ink  I want t o  spend $20 f o r  
t h a t  today .  " 

That  n i g h t  I had e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  v i v i d  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  t i t l e s  o f  t h e  
Papers  and determined t o  r ead  t h e  book. So, t h e  nex t  day I drove  down aga in  
t o  t h e  Foundation and asked  t o  buy a copy. The lady  exp la ined ,  "This is a 
book o f  phi losophy and  r e l i g i o n .  It is b e s t  t o  r e a d  it fmm beginning t o  end." 
And t h a t  is e x a c t l y  what I d id :  



C a t h e r i n e  Rice  Jones ,  
770 Lyon S t . ,  Apt.  810,  
S a n t a  Ana, CA 92705 

HOW I F0UP:'D THE URAKTIA BOOK 

I s t u d i e d  S e l f  R e a l i z a t i o n  Fel lowship t e ach ings  t h r e e  yea r s  and was i n i t i a t e d  
i n t o  Kr iya  Yoga i n  D e t r o i t .  The p a r t  t h a t  impressed me most i n  t h e  med i t a t -  
i o n s  w a s  t o  "Go S t r a i g h t  -- To God". I cou ld  neve r  go through a G u r u .  Even t h e n  
I f e l t  something miss ing.  A s  Jesus  w a s  no t  t h e  c e n t r a l  f i g u r e  - on ly  a c c e p t e d  
as a n o t h e r  g r e a t  Guru. 

I w a s  b a d l y  i n  need o f  r e a l  meaning t o  my l i f e .  I t r u l y  wanted a p a r t n e r .  The 
t h r e e  sons  were a l l  grown and l i v i n g  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  count ry .  F o r  y e a r s  
I had longed  t o  move t o  C a l i f o r n i a .  A f t e r  l i v i n g  19 y e a r s  i n  A t l a n t a  and 15 
years i n  Chicago, I made t h e  move west .  I had enjoyed a c e r t a i n  deg ree  o f  
s u c c e s s  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  world,  bu t  my g r e a t e s t  need was a s p i r i t u a l  one.  

Ny h e a r t  was heavy and I w a s  s o  i n  need o f  f i n d i n g  some answers i n  my l i f e  - 
when - one day - w a i t i n g  i n  l i n e  t o  pay a t r a f f i c  t i c k e t ,  a very c l e a n - c u t ,  
f r i e n d l y  gentleman,Wally Z ig l a r , a sked  i f  I had eve r  h e a d  o f  t h e  URANTIA Book. 
I r e p l i e d  "KO",  b u t  h i s  s i n c e r i t y  was s o  real, I asked  him some q u e s t i o n s .  He 
t o l d  m e  i t  w a s  a n  i n s p i r e d  w r i t i n g  which would g i v e  me a l l  t h e  answers abou t  
c r e a t i o n  a n d  t h e  n a t u r e  of God. I knew t h a t  what he w a s  s a y i n g  was t r u e .  Tha t  
a f t e r n o o n  I went t o  t h e  Costa  Mesa l i b r a r y  and checked o u t  t h e  book. I was al- 
most s t r u c k  down wi th  awe a t  t h e  magnitude o f  t h e  book. 

I bought t h e  U M T T I A  Book about  a week l a t e r .  That  ha s  been over  t h r e e  y e a r s  
ago  a n d  I am st i l l  i n  a s p i r i t  of amazement o v e r  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  t r u t h s  c o n t a i n e d  
i n  t h i s  mas t e rp i ece .  How b l e s sed  I f e l t  a t  having t h i s  r evea l ed  t o  me. Out o f  
a l l  t h e  m i l l i o n s  o f  people  i n  t h e  world s e a r c h i n g  2nd hungry f o r  t r u t h ,  I a m  
honored a t  hav ing  t h e s e  answers .  how can I abso rb  and comprehend more - fast. 
I t  seems as though it w i l l  t a k e  s o  many y e a r s  t o  f u l l y  s o r t  a l l  t h i s  o u t  - but  
I know I have a l l  t h e  t ime i n  t h e  world.  A s  a c h i l d  and  h e i r  o f  God - I can be 
a l l  t h i n g s  - and  I can t r u l y  become p e r f e c t  - ONE THING AT A TIME - because  HE 
t e l l s  me I can.  

I thank  Wally Z i g l a r  f o r  be ing  my messenger. 

P.S. I mar r i ed  A l l e n  Jones  t h r e e  months a f t e r  f i n d i n g  t h e  URANTIA Book and  h e  
is a l s o  a r e a d e r  now. 
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1783 Westinghouse East 
San  Dicgo, 13. 92116 

A s  a C h r i s t i a n  m i n i s t e r  ( n o n d e n o m i ~ a t i o n a l )  I was  sea rch ing  f o r  a m o r e  c o m p l e t e  
defini t ion of s p i r i t ,  both f o r  m y  own enl ightenment  and a l s o  to find r n o r e  s p e c i f i c  
i r l f o r ~ n a t i o r ~  f o r  a n o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n .  A s  d o c t r i n e  I had been taught . t l ia t  s p i r i t  
\!.as s imply  a n  sc t ivat ing f o r c e ,  but I was  a w a r e  tha t  the o r ig ina l  G r e e k  and  H e b r e w  
w o r d s  had nleanings  that a l s o  included qua l i t i e s  of mind.  

In the La J o l l a ,  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  public l i b r a r y ,  I piclied up a copy of the URANTIA Book 
and ,  flipping haphazard ly  through the p s g e s ,  noticed a  number  of p a p e r s  defining the  
F a t h e r ' s  s p i r i t  a s  a  f r a g m e n t  of h i m s e l f  that  indwells  o u r  mind and "ad jus t s"  o u r  
thoughts.  

Afte.r get t ing the  book home and scanning the  s ix ty-f ive  page t ab le  of con ten t s  my 
d o c t r i n a l  p r e j u d i c e  aga ins t  the w o r d s  " ~ r i n i t ~ "  and "Evolution" a l m o s t  c z u s e d  rile to 
put  the  book a s i d e  without reading f u r t h e r ,  thinking that  i t  was p robab ly  xvritten 'sy a  
Cathol ic  a u t h o r .  But m y  br ief  g l i m p s e  of the Thought Adjus te r  s e c t i o n  r o u s e d  m y  
cur ios ; ty  enough to cons ide r  what "the opposit ion" had t o  s a y  about it .  I f e l t  thz t  I 
should a t  l e a s t  be  f a m i l i a r  with t h e i r  viewpoint.  

My second i n l p r e s s i o n  a f t e r  n o t i c i ~ l g  s o m e  of the  a u t h o r s :  Divine C o u n s e l o r ,  Uni- 
l r e r sa l  C e n s o r ,  Mighty M e s s e n g e r ,  e t c . ,  w a s  that  p e r h a p s  it w a s  a  R o s i c r u c i a n  
publ ica t ion s i n c e  they u s e  s o m e  r a t h e r  high sounding t i t les .  

S t i l l ,  m y  object ive  was  f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  r e g a r d l e s s  of the s o u r c e  of the  informat ion.  
-4s I bcgan read ing  about  the  Thought A d j u s t e r s  I g radua l ly  b e c a m e  m o r e  and  m o r e  
i m p r e s s e d  by the  f r iendly  yet  unquest ionably  au thor i t a t ive  tone of the wr i t ing .  In 
fac t  I found t h e  n l a t e r i a l  s o  bel ievable  tha t  I decided to  s e e  whether  the  book defined 
T r i n i t y  i n  the  s t andard  way that T r i n i t a r i a n s  accep ted  it .  

A w a r e  that  m o s t  of mankind ' s  knowledge i s  only p a r t i a l  a t  bes t ,  I d i s c o v e r e d  tha t  th.e 
F a t h e r ,  Son, and  S p i r i t  can  t r u l y  function a s  a  T r i n i t y  just  a s  m a n y  re l ig io l l i s t s  
be l ieve .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  my belief tha t  J e s u s  w a s  not the second p e r s o n  of th i s  
T r i n i t y  w a s  a l s o  conf i rmed.  

S i m i l a r l y  the new reve la t ion  c o r r o b o r a t e d  m y  belief  i n  the  d i r e c t  c r e a t i o n  of A d a m  
and E v e  while convincingly broadening m y  unders tand ing  of m a n ' s  evo lu t ionary  
beginnings on th i s  planet .  H e r e  aga in  opposing views of sc ience  and r e l i g i o n  w e r e  
both shown to  be pa r t i a l ly  c o r r e c t .  T h e  book ' s  explanation that  man w a s  the  f ina l  
r e s u l t  of a long s e r i e s  of sudden muta t ions  tha t  "L i fe  C a r r i e r s "  in  c o o p e r a t i o n  with 
divine s p i r i t  had des igned a s  an  i n h e r e n t  p a r t  of the o r ig ina l  l i fe  i m p l a n t a t i o n s  
thoroughly sa t i s f i ed  m y  theological  logic. 

T h i s  much  enl ightenment  w a s  suff ic ient  t o  o v e r c o m e  the  o ther  two o b s t a c l c s  to m y  
readixg the e n t i r e  book. F i r s t ,  i t  w a s  an  unusual ly  long book containing m a n y  
sc ien t i f i c  e s ~ l a n a t i o n s  tha t  I thought p robab ly  wouldn' t  be ;rery in te res t ing .  And 
second ,  i t  would r e q u i r e  m e  to acqua in t  myse l f  with what seemed  to  be a  g r e a t  m a n y  
nerv  t e r m s  ~ v j t h  e:.:tcnsive defini t ions.  IVould it be wor th  my t i m e ?  I dec ided  t o  s t a r t  
a t  t h e  beginning and r e a d  it a t  l e a s t  a s  fa r  a.s it would continue to hold m y  in teres ' i .  



;iccustornc-d t o  keeping c l o s e  t r a c k  of  the t ime  I spend on va r ious  p r o j e c t s ,  I  bcgan the  
on M a r c h  1 6 ,  1972 .  By page 6 5  1 my notes had become s o  lengthy tha t  I b e g ~ n  

t o  f i r s t  consicler t h o  p o s s i b i l i t y  of Su-jino, a copy of  my ov:n f r o m  a  u s e d  book s t o r e ,  I 
\\.as s u r p r i s e d  to  l e a r n  that  used U U N T L ' ?  Books sold quickly and tha t  rnany of t h e s e  
d e a l c r s  w e r e  acquainted  with the  book w h e r e a s  m o s t  c l e r k s  in r e l i g i o u s  book s t o r e s  
had n c v c r  h e a r d  of it. 

About th i s  t i m e  I a l s o  d i s c o v e r e d  the  Concordex which not only conta ined f a r  m o r e  
e s h a u s t i ~ . ~  r e f e r e n c e  rr.ateria1 but had i t  inciesed f o r  f a s t  r e t r i e v a l .  A f t e r  a l l  the  
writ ing I  hacl been doing t h i s  ~vou ld  have been a r e a l  b a r g a i n  f o r  m e  a t  doub le  the  cos t .  
St i l l ,  I bought the  C o n c o r d e x  s imply  a s  a n  a id  to rev ive  m y  m e n l o r y  of the  i d e a s  I nad 
read whe ther  o r  not I e v e r  f inal ly did get  a p e r s o n a l  copy of the  URANTLA Book. I 
just  couldn ' t  be l ieve  that  the  book could continue to  s u s t a i n  m y  i n t e r e s t  f o r  a n  addi t ionai  
1 ,  400  pages .  

I  noticed p e r s o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  in wri t ing s ty le  f r o m  p a p e r  to  p a p e r  but  no i n c o n s i s t e n -  
c i e s ;  m i n o r  d i f f e r c n c e s  of specula t ive  opinion but no con t rad ic t ions .  T h e  inc iden ta l  
f a c t  th,- t I found no typograph ica l  e r r o r s  in such a  long book a l s o  i m p r e s s e d  m e .  I t  
s e e m e d  a ln los t  too  p e r f e c t .  I felt  s u r e  I 'd  find s o m e  p a r t s  of i t  d i sappo in t ing  b e f o r e  I 
r eached  the  l a s t  page .  At the  s a m e  t ime  I found m y  i n t e r e s t  in tens i fy ing.  I e v e n  
began p ray ing  a t  the  end of each  day that  nothing u n f o r e s e e n  m i g h t  happen t o  p r e v e n t  
m e  f r o m  read ing  t h e  boolc through a t  l e a s t  once.  

Often I would r e a d  a  s t a t e m e n t  that  sounded s o  complex  tha t  I w a s  s u r e  i t  w a s  beyond 
; m y  unders tand ing .  Yet ,  invar iably  throughout the book e a c h  succeed ing  p a r a g r a p h  

continued to c l a r i f y  the  concept  p r e s e n t e d  until  i t  s e e m e d  that  m y  m i n d  could a t  l e a s t  

1 g r a s p  hold of i t  with s o m e  d e g r e e  of a c t u a l  comprehension.  

Af ter  407 112 h o u r s  I comple tcd  the f i r s t  reading on J u n e  18th a v e r a g c n ~  s l igh t ly  m o r e  
than 11 1 / 2  m i n u t e s  p e r  p a g e ,  although I  r e m e m b e r  spending m o r e  t h a n  a n  h o u r  p e r  
page th rough  s o m e  sec t ions .  

With the  except ion o f  a  few book d e a l e r s  and l i b r a r i a n s ,  no  one I s p o k e  to  knew about 
i t  and no one I m e t  had r e z d  t h e  book beyond m o r e  than a  few p a g e s .  I s e a r c h e d  i n  
vain f o r  boolc r e v i e w s  and m a g a z i n e  a r t i c l e s  about it .  T h e  thought s u g g e s t e d  i t se l f  to  
m e  tha t  I m i g h t  be  t h e  only p e r s o n  on e a r t h  who had r e a d  it, b e c a u s e  a s  a  m i n i s t e r  
d i scuss ing  m a n y  of t h e  s u b j e c t s  the book contains with thousands  of ind iv idca l s  and 
hundreds  of congrega t ions  o v e r  a  per iod of m o r e  than  twenty y e a r s ,  n o  one  had e v e r  
mentioned the  URA4PJTLA Book. Yet I couldc ' t  be l ieve  that  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  a  g r o u p  of 
people s o m e w h e r e  who got together  to ta lk  about what they had re.ad znd how they could, 
bes t  put  t h e  in fo rmat ion  t o  use .  

1 Alvin I tu l ieke ,  then P r e s i d e n t  of the  URANTLA Bro therhood ,  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t o  r e p l y  t o  

1 my inqu i r i e s .  T h e  next  l e t t e r  was f r o m  Clyde Bede l l  who told nle abou t  the  i o s  
Angeles Soc ie ty ;  th rough  t h e m  m y  n a m e  was  given to  Capta in  Bi l l  i i a z z a r d  i n  S a n  Dicgo 
lvho invited rnc t o  t h e  m e e t i n g s  a t  h is  hcme where ,  in  t u r n ,  L m e t  Be t ty  T a c k e t t - - o n e  o f  

I the g roup  who had the  p r i v i l e g e  of reading the  URANTIA P a p e r s  b e f o r e  they  w e r e  pub- 
l i shed,  and  t h e  individuai  wllo h a d  donated the book tha t  I d i s c o v c r c d  in  the  La Jo l l a  

] Publ ic  L i b r a r y .  In d i s c u s s i n g  i t ,  ne i ther  of us fel t  tha t  m y  1indir.g it 11ud b e e n  jns t  a 
1 chance o c c u r r e n c e .  
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P r o f e s s o r  of L a w  Q -% 
Pej)i)erdinc U n i v e r s i t y  Schoo l  of L a w  
Mal ibu ,  Ca. 90265 

HONr I  FOUND TI-IE URANTLA EOOK 
(OR VICE VERSA) 

In l a t e  Augus t  1965 ,  1 lef t  the  United -4ir  L ines  t i c k e t  coun te r  a t  D a l l e s  -Airpor t  
( loca ted  in IVashington s t a t e  but  s e r v i n g  Port!and,  Oyegon)  m u s i n g  a t  the  a l l i t e r a t i o n  
on the  t i cke t  jus t  i s s u e d  m e :  DALLAS--DENVER--DALLAS--DULLES, the  l a t t e r  

z i r p o r t  s e r v i n g  Wash ing ton ,  D.  C .  , but  loca ted  i n  Vi rg in ia .  Only D e n v e r  s e e m e d  c u t  
of p l a c e ,  but t h e r e  w a s  no d i r e c t  f l ight  f r o m  D a l l c s  t o  Da l l a s .  S h o r t l y  , t h e r e a f t e r  I 
boa rded  a n  a i r p l a n e  f o r  D e n v e r .  

T o  p a s s  the t i m e  I c a r r i e d  a  p a p e r b a c k  book on E d g a r  Cayce .  When  a i r b o r n e ,  I r e a d  
so ine  of i t .  

On the  s e a t  nex t  t o  m e ,  n e a r e s t  t h e  window, s a t  a  woman ,  My r e c o l l e c t i o n  of h e r  
a p p e a r a n c e  i s  v e r y  d i m .  My p r e s e n t  i m p r e s s i o n  i s  t h a t  s h e  w a s  :l ight of bui ld ,  v e r y  
t a s t e fu l ly  d r e s s e d ,  a:ld w a s  e i t h e r  l i gh t -complcx ioned  o r  pa le .  H e r  h a i r  w a s ,  a.s b e s t  
I r e ~ n e ~ ~ ~ b c r ,  a  l ight  s h a d e  of brown.  A s  a  wild g u e s s  a t  h e r  a g e ,  s h e  s e e m e d  abou t  
my a g e  ( a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  4 5 )  o r  o l d e r .  

A s  vrc a p p r o a c h e d  D e n v e r  I r e c a l l  ta lk ing  t o  h e r  abou t  the  E d g a r  C a y c e  book. I t  con- 
ta ined  someth ing  abou t  r e i n c a r n a t i o n .  She a s k e d  m e  if I believeti  in  r e i n c a r n a t i o n .  
I r e sponded  tha t  I n e i t h e r  be l i eved  n o r  d i sbe l i eved  in  i t ,  t ha t  I d id  not  hzve  enough 
i n f o r m a t i o n  about  i t  upon which  t o  b a s e  a n  in t e l l igen t  be l ie f ,  but t h a t  I did b e l i e v e  i n  
a n  a f t e r l i f e  oi  s o m e  s o r t .  In t h e  c o u r s e  of a  r e l a t i v e l y  b r i e f  conversation s h e  z s k e d ,  
in  e f fec t ,  if I w a s  s e r i o u s l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in finding out  what  happened t o  peonle  a f t z r  
they  died. 1 r e p l i e d  t h a t  I m a s ,  t h a t  t h e  s tudy of r e l i g i o n  w a s  a l m o s t  a  hobby,  and  t h a t  
I had b'ought the  E d g a r  C a y c e  book t o  see  what  a n s w e r s ,  if any,  i t  could  p r o v i d e  to m y  
m a n y  q u e s t i o n s  abou t  the r o l e  of m a n  in  the  w o r l d ,  and  h i s  fu tu re .  

At  s o m e  point in t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  s h e  a s k e d  if i had e v e r  h e a r d  of z p l a n e t  ca l l ed  
Uran t i a .  I had not. She  s a i d  s h e  belonged t o  a g r o u p  which  c o ~ s i d e r e d  t h a t  we lib-e 

on  a p lane t  ca l l ed  U r a n t i a ,  and  tha t  when we d i e ,  we s i m p l y  go  t o  a n o t h e r  p l ane t  f o r  
a while ,  t hen  t o  a n o t h e r  and a n o t h e r ,  e t c .  I r e m e m b e r  h e r  say ing  with p r o p e r  dignity,  
a s s u r a n c e  and p r i d e  t h a t  s h e  knew "exac t ly  w h e r e "  s h e  was going when  she  die.'. 

Upon inqu i r ing  w h e r e  s h e ,  and t h e  g roup ,  got t h e i r  i n fo rmat ion ,  s h e  responded :];at it: 
w a s  a l l  conta ined  i n  a l a r g e  book ca l l ed  the  URANTIA Book;  tha t  t h e r e  had  been  a  
l imi t ed  publ ica t ion  of i t ,  but qu i t e  a few w e r e  a v a i l a b l e ;  and t h a t  m o r e  books were  
being published.  S h e  meri t ioned s o m e t h i n g  about  Chicago.  

The  woman  s e e m e d  qu i t e  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  s h e  did not  have  a  copy of t h e  book wi th  h e r  
t o  l e t  m e  have  a t  t he  t i m e .  She  u r g e d  tha t  I find and  r e n d  s copy of the URZ'INTX 
Book, and s a i d  tha t  m y  s e a r c h  f o r  the  t r u t h  would t lever  be cornple te  unt i l  I  r e a d  it .  
S h e  s a i d  nothing m o r e  about  i t s  s o u r c e  o r  contents .  

IVc both dcplancd a t  D e n v e r ,  Co lo rado .  I h a d  on ly  a few minutes t o  c h a n g c  p i a ~ : c s  to  
D a l l a s ,  and I a s s u m e d  D e n v e r  \vas 1:cr dcs t ina t ion .  I wcnt  t o  t h e  boa rd ing  a r e z  !or ~ n y  
p lanc .  W h i l c  s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  waiti.qg to b o a r d ,  s o m e o n e  tapped me on the s h o u l d e r .  I t  














