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A HISTORY CF THE URANTIA MOVEMENT

“Tne true sersoective of cny reclity problem=--rnumcn or civire,terresicial or cosmic-~
cen Se hed only by the full ond unprejuciced stucy enc correletion of three pheses of
universe reality: origin, history cnd destiny. The proo .r unaerstencing af these three

exaerienticl realities cffords the casis for @ wise asrimcte of the current sicius.’
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Five Enochal Reveletiens

Amorg the countless sictizas of time and spcce, sur worid Urentia, number 60¢ =f

e,

Sctania, is ¢ seemingly insignificent little zlznet moving

- .

in its courses ctayr the

-

periphery of the Grand Universa. We cre c mere speck in o vest universe of
vniverses spanning millicns of light years ancd encirciing the enshrouced Cantrel
Universe of Perfection--Hevone and Peradise. Nevertheless, our smell and lowly

' by numerous celesticl

world is "precisely cdministered and lovingly fostered’
beings. In the million year humen history of our planet, we hcve been tlessed to

receive five mojor epochal revelations of truth cs sart of the celesticl slan of

evolution.

Cn this experimental sphere, the “romance of tiologic siruggle” cuimincted in "men’s

ascent fram seaweed to the lordship of earthly creation.” Nevertheless, mortal men
moce little spiritual progress and generally lenguished in cultural derkness for
clmost 500,000 years, until the arrival of the Planetary Prince and his sterf. The
Prince, Caligastia, mcde his headquarters at the heccwaters cf the Persian Gulf and

esrcolished the city of Dclamctia elmest 300,00C yeers ego. For 300, CCC yeers, :he

light of truth cs well es b2 arts end culture of Calamatic redictec steacily sutwers

N |
from this center to encamzass oll réces of men.




"

All r50 soon, hewever, mcst of the benefits of this first reveicticn were sweot swey in
the confusion consecuent ussn e Lucifer Redeilicn cnc the Caligostic Zetrovel.

There dccurred ¢ ceparrure from the normc! evsluticnery zlens, snc wrile - sre
temporcrily copecrec zn iilusion of srogress, the leng rerm effect was re zlunge the
plonet into cerkness for meny thousands of yecrs. ‘Yen snd Amecon, or their hecocucrrers
near the Casoien Seqa, kepr zlive the trecitions of Colemsric for over i20,0CC yaars--

unrtil the second bestawal =f truth 2 sur clcnet--the Acdcmic zestewal.

|

ch;den of Eden at the eastern ené of the Mediterrcneen Seac=~="the most tecutiful
nectursl creation thet Urentia has Lver nerzored. ' Adem onc Ive were sent nor oniy
to sgiritually end culturally edvence mortals, tut even more imzortently to follow
g progrem of biciccic upliftment for cll reces. Accin the scins were shert-lived
by the ecrly cnd trogic cefcult of Adam cnd Eve-=iust ¢ iittle more then |00 yecrs
ofter their arrival-=the result of impctience cnd the misccrriage or wisdom. Tne two
brovely struggled on for severcl hundred more years enc mcde some vcivable
conitioutions to werld cévancement. However, their cishecrtening misstes snce
again confounded cnd confused our world. The mortcl races now lebored undler
doudle deprivation. The gradual deterioration of the Adamic culture continued
for the next 30,0C0 vears.
The concept of monotheism was well-nigh extinguished wnen cpcroximetely 4000

! .
vecrs cgo, Machiventa Melchizedek mace cn emergency bestewal, the third

reveiation of truth to our distraught world. Melchizedek taught and irainea nis
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missicnaries for 94 vecrs enc they courcgeously carried nis messcge of rne sne Geo

ccross the Turcsian cantinent, resulting in ¢ tremencous cavancement sf iruth

througnout the Tastern Hemisonere. Melchizedek's miszicnaries woulé heve been

l -
much more successfui hec thev net citemstec sccisl referm clong with spirituel cplift.
Even so, the tecchings of these missioncries were sufficiently sowerful o previce

the stimulus for the origin of meny cf the werld's reiigicns. Most importent, .

Melcrizedek's missicn prepared the soil for the Fourth end zlimacric reveiaricn

I

sf truth to the sesole of Urentic.
!

- ) . . - . v . ot - oy .
Twe thousend vears ego, the sovereign of sur iocci universe, Michcel of Nebecen,

lived a normel! life in the flesnh cs Jesus of Nc=greth. In the short 36-vear szen of Ais

life, en entire universe witnessed the spectccie of mcn seexing God and God seeking

man unified in the human=divine personality of Jesus. His mission wos fzr cll

worlds in his universe, revecling in himseif "the wey, the truth, and tne iife. .

Jesus raisaed the concept of truth on cus—smi worid to a vastly higher |evel with-his.:

teacnings ¢f t he Fct her hood of Ged and t he brot her hood of man.

|

. {
|
Tremendous spiritual progress has resulted from the bestowal of lesus. However, :oon

cfrerrhis crucifixion end cseensién, his life=giving teachings were so diluted cné
compromised as to lose much of their savor. "The tecchings of Jesus, even though
grectly modified, survived the mystery cults of their birthtime, the ignarence and
superstition cf *he ccrk cges, anc cre even now slowly triumpning over the mcterialism,
mechenizm, cnd seculerism of the twentieth century. And such times cf great testing

ond threctened cefeat cre clways times cf grect revaiation.




Cnce =zzzin, in the rwentietn canrury zfter Christ, sur worlc wes ripe for = revelctizn

sf apochel orccortions--The URANTIA 3cex . This lctest reveicrian consists of (96 Pezers,

soans 2CCC peges, end is suthorec sy verious celesticl zersenclities from he slenetery,

local universa, cnc superuniverse levels. All pricr revelatisns heve incluced the

matericl bestowal of superhuman persoralities--even divine. Tnisrevelarion is in book

form. We co not know why. No deubt the celesticl cuthorities have mcny gosd

recsons. Perheps it is simply in keening with the cherecrer of the times. It ic just

300 yecrs since the inventicn =f the printing press. Only in the last century hes e

major cortion of the worlc become litercte. Lioraries, sSook=-seiling snc sistribution,
trevel end communicction, heve just recently cdvanced o ¢ zoint where ¢ Sock =f truth

could effectively senetrcte mest worlc cultures.

The origin of the 7ifth ecocncl revelction is the nistory of sur planet =nd the zrevious
fcur revelations; they cil csllectively ceve birth o the fifth, The four reveictions
of truth which preceded the fifth hes each teen cttenuared or effaced oy betrayal,
impatience, and ignorance. Zvolution werking with revelction was the historicc!

l

ccrtext out of which the fifth epochal revelction wos bem, cnd inro which it is now

sent to stimulcte soiritual cnd culturcl scvancement.

l

In en effort to “expund cosmic conscipusness cnd ennance spiritual perception”, the

fifth epochel rav-:lation grovides a recitcl of the srevious four revelcticns, as well

:r presenting new truthz. “ne of ifs mest vital purposes is to provide illuminction

on "he real nerure =f the life and tecchings of Jesus.
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"A new cnd fuller revelction of the religion of Jesus is cestined to concuer cn emgire
of materialistic seculcrism end to overthrow a worlc iway of mechanistic ncrurclism.
Jrenrio is now quivering on the very trink of one of its most cmazing and enthralling

epochs of socicl readjustment, morcl quickening, end spiritual enligntenment .
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Pers 1)
RiSTORY
- -
Serly Ocys
Revelatory truth is bestowed by the heng of God==but it must e nurrured in the

felliole hends of mortel man. The URANTIA Beok ccme frem the spirit, thraugh

the ilesn, to the printed pcge. No humcr teing encorses it; no humen source is
cicimed. “"Revelction is vclidates znly by human excerience.” If iis teochings are

to 2.2 verified et cil, such crffirmcrion must zame vic the Szirit of

|

The celestic| overseers c2 all in their power to engineer céventzgeous circumstences

fer the spawning of revelatory truth. ‘Ve know from The URANTIA Bock itseif how

carefuily previous revelctions of truth have teen plenned. Not only timing, but

[occticn, culture, reific, specific humcn cersonciities anc meny other fcciors heve
peen corefully csnsicered. For Prince Celicestic's sieff, Adjuster guidence czordincted
the convergence ugen Dclametic ¢f ane nundred sugericr human seings from vericus

|

cnc distant perts of the slcnet. Van's volunteers spent three years determining the
locarion of the Gerden of Eden for the Adamic bestowel. Humen femilies embecying
*he ootentials of lecdersnio were czorefully observed before Mcchivenrc Melchizecex

chose Palestine and the fomily of Abrcham in conjunction with his cctivities. The

world was secrched for suitable femilies in which our local universe Creater Son

czuid be born. From three possibilities, Gabpriel selected Josech cnd Mery.

l

'We don’t know whet resecrzh ond techniques were used in selecting the timing, the site,

cnd the numcn resources for the incugurcrion of The URANTIA 3cok. N: doubt

ceiestial cnelysis cnd sainstcking core ond coordinction went ints the efferr s was

czne in crior times. ‘Whe! we do know is that the icngucge used wes English, ther Chiczg
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wes “the city of this visitation” cnd thct the rects cf the trensmission of The URANTIA

dcok recch zcck to the ecrly paorts of the Fvenrieth century.

Tne Revelctory Commissicn functioned througn © humen contact sersonality whcse
identity will remcin forever in obscurity. They want no St. Peters or 5t. Peuls

cssocicted with the URANTIA revelction ¢ theusend yecrs heace. "Mortel man is
30 prone tc venercre, even o c'eify, nis exrreordinery comoetriots cnd suserhumen

supericrs.”

A hanciul of people formed the czntect group whnich cztad cs the liaiscn berween

the Revelatory Commission and the larcer croup known cs the Fcrum. Both the

contact group and the Forum pl edged to cosarve certain rul es of secrecy for-the-

|
durction of their |ives . The [eader of the contact group was Dr. Williem-S. s ’

Scdler, a physician anc psychichisf who | 1ved and precticed ct 533 Diversey

—

crkway In the mid-north oreo of Chicage. Dr. Scdler was also o professor, |ecturer,

ond author. Inthe | 920's he led o group of friends and associat es who met aof his home

every Sunday af t er noon to st udy and discuss verious scientific, phil csophic and rel a'gl’c:s‘

tesics. It wes therefore ¢ naturcl evoluiionery sten when the fronsition wes mcce

from the study of those topics to the conremplation of other truths of epochal }
significonce. These truth-seekers sosed mcny questions cs the revelation took

sncoe. Tnus it came to gass thet the Forum perticizated in the development of the

URANTIA Pcoers end helped to foster these URANTIA teachings in their infcncy.

| —

In 1934 and 1935, Parts | -111 of The URANTIA Book were indited and put inthe English

| engucge by a t echni que unknown to us .
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Any screccing of inrerest curing the Forum ccys sccurree suietly and zanficenticlly
cmorg relcrives cne close friencs. C!;seiy suservised oy the conracr group, ]

the

1}

srum grew slowly cs peoole were invited cne bv cne, Or. Scdler personcily

interviewed each new member. Memoper: sledced nat 1o Ziscuss the cantenr of the

papers outside of the Farum until such time cs they wouid se sublished. They also
|

. -
-—~e &

piedged not o discuss cny cspecrs concerning the trensmission of the pepers.  All

that can oe known cbout the origin of The URANTIA Zock is sresenred oy the

reveletors in the ook itself.

Meetings were held every Suncay Zfternoon frem 3:CC t= 5:00. P:;ers were recd
cloud by a lecder cnd then discussed by the croun. Pagers csuld erly be reec en

the premises of 333 throuch cll the yiecxrs srior to 1955, Memzers of the Fcrum
cttended each week yecr cfter year. Some crecped cwey. Meany did not stand

the test of time. In cll, czoroximerely 300 oescle come in contcer with the URANTIA

Paoers prior to 1953,

A group of seventy dediczsted students of the Peoers formed ¢ weekday evening

Lo

cless in 1939 which conrinued until the punlicction of The URANTIA 3cok. They

sarticiocted in more infensive srudy of the Pcpers thon the format of the Suncey

meetings provided. This class came to be known cs "The Seventy."

|

Little is recorded either in words of pictures of these ecrly cays. The people of
the Forum served guietly througn the vitel incubaricn oeriod of the URANTIA Pecers.

A suprle process of gcrowrh cnd evolution wes cr werk. There was much social closeness

|
srising out of the unicue situction of this groun. ‘Mhat survives in pictures rrom
thcse doys cre precominently onotagreshs of the zicnics which were held ot

|

|

i




least once ¢ vecr. The cicnics csulc sernecs Se regercec s the srecursers of sur

current ccy conferences.

Tne vecr |94] scw on exciting forwerd step wnen = conrrect was enterec into far the

*ypesetting of The URANTIA Book. The typeserting and proofreading continued for
nearly a decade.

i
1

It was foreseen thct crganizstions woulc be neeced re foster the spreed of the URANTIA

teachings once the Sock wes subiishec. Research cn the form of argenizericns
cantinued for meny vears =nd .’ncl,uded en excmincrien of relicious ond ssciel
orgenizations cs well cs consultcrion with citerneys. Ultimcrely the former for e
URANTIA organizcrions closely _c:crcHeIec.' their srogeniters, :'.L,'R/-‘-:NTIA.F:undcffon,

Seccme heir *o the Conrcer Commission while semetime later, URANTIA 3rotherncod

wes bom cut of the Farum.

Through thece vitcl| fsrmerive years, the sutside werlcd wes reccing "the cire hervest

of matericlism and seculcarism." "The human rcce mus: ceccme reconciiec '3 =

procession of chonces, ccjustments, ond reccjustments. Mankind is on the mereh

towerd c new cnd unreveclec plenercry cestiny.”

|
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izze the Ioundiag of U2ANTIA 2rorherhocd, the orTganisation nas

functiozed uander the leaagersais 9f eigh: diifsrenc presidents.

Williaz 5. Sadler Jr. was elilesczed che Iicst ?resideat s UTRANTIA
3rozh2Tasod oa Jazuary 2,253 and served ore a2, YasTen .

Xuliake was next electad and served until his deach Lz 1952. Jazes
ills secved a short term is Aczing P-esicenc. f=za2 L.

Christansan secved a S2ll zer= 3oz 1952 o 1567 and agala for a few

cae teza Iroz 1973 to 1575, amd Meredich J. Soru red one

1]
3
1)
o9
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n
b

casm Srvam 1975 o 1979. Joha Sales was elecrted in 1279 zaé iIs the

Avan

cucrTent President of CIANTIA Broctherhood.

|

The 2ro:therhood was desizned as a reprasentative tedy. IIs Izndividual

dbuildizg blocks were o be larzely auctononmous URANTIL Sccieties whick

| A

el2ct Z2i2gates every tiree vears to a Irienmnigl Delegate Assembly.

These cdelegates alect -embers =5 the Gezmeral Council - the gzverning

29dy I CRANTIA Bocothernmsod. | Iz turz, cthe General Couzeil elaccs

sembers Stom fts rzaks r£o serve on an Ixecutive Commicztee as well as
electiag zembers to che n‘"e,s.an:‘ng Commictees which zarTy out

the =arifsld objectives of the 3rathechood. These unize cozmiccees

are: the Judizial Commiztee, the Charter Commictee, tThe Traterzal

Relacticns Coumittee, the Domestic Extensiocn Commictee, the Inzernaticnmal
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"
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e Ziucacisn Commicce

o

ttee, C

'.‘.

Tellewshiz Comm

"y
| A

1]

[ 20

nance Conziczee, zad the Special ?rojects Commictee.

Ci
[¢]
]
3]
[
"
1
(]
[
"
H

Coamiitee chairzen =ust be aembers of the Generzl Tcuamcil, The

remaiziag commicttae positioas can be fillad Sy a zember i1a good

standing of the Brocherhood.
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i=porzsnt avencr =was taking place-- the Iormazion of URANTIA
3rothernood. Or 'this day, 36 members co=cT
GSeneral Council mec and signed the Consticurion inaugurating th

social orzacization concevrued witch che scud- 20d dissexzizazion

the TRANTIA ceachings zo the world. 0Officers and cczmmittee

L4

o
nexpers were seslaczad that davy, Thus the Brotherhood beraz te
Operacte a {2w =mouths »2fore the Word was madz 3o00k.
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The soelal 2-gaaizatioa of VRANTIA 3roczherh
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"There is no such thizz as a chesen peojple.

l

Q2 Qctober 1,19358, TRANTIA 3rotherhcod Ccocrporatioa was brougiat fazo

[

existence as the Zfiscal agené 0f the Brotherhcod zad to =et as the

auzor of The URANTIA 300k for URANTIA Toundatiza.

"
1.

dls

"

and members are fdentical to the Zxecutiwe Commictese 2% the

Rrotherhood.

(R 1]

on of the period

R

The f£lavor of the times is pLovided iz a puyblicatc

which said: "Already numerous prodtlems have presented themselves,

0

Tom obtalning stattonery aud record books to the macter of gramtiag
charters to Urantia Societies, and though we are oce in purpose and
unitad Iz goal, our reasoning on zmany =atters is greatly diwversiiied.

We are learniag tle izestiznable value ¢f zroup taiakiag.




The selecziza 9% the first =zezbers 10 the General Council was of

necessity a "Scozscrapzs” operatiosn. From the Seven:r, 35 xexpers

7]

nine vears o tha2 2rotzerkond

12
"

[
"
v
11

were selected o searve Sot e

[}

uasil URAITIA Socieczies could be farzed to send delegazes 2 zhe
Zirst Triemnial Delegate Assembly,

The First UTRANTIA Socieczy was insctalled iIa Chicago ac 5333 Diversevw
9n Juze 17,1852, I: zonsisted 2rimaczilvy of lomg-scanding zenmbers

’

e raruxs

o

osTex and thus was it truly said 2t cthe tize:

30 longer exiszs. Ia its place the Fizsc URANTIA Soclety wias

.
-

The-e 2re curvently Zour societies ia the Chicagze areaz. Cther
societies are laocz2ted Imn Ferct Wavae, Indiana, Centrz2l Comnzecticuc,
Qklahoma Czcwy, Dallas, Houston, Deznver, Los Angeles, San rrancisco,

zad wezmatchee, Washizmgcocz.

-

iecles are the fundamental crganizationai units of URANTIA

(& ]
Ha
i
(1]
o
n

3rothierhoad. Thev have begun to provide regioral leadersnip wheraver

z asicgly

i}
14

118

ey ftave been established. The societies will be inc

(21

reglo

[§]

looked t2 as an aachor and focus o

{

Dedicated iadividual readers and small study groups have aliways

al grassrtoot activities.

opreceded the Formation of societiles. fxperfience at the small group
and society lewel is5 taporcant far che craipiag of leaders aad

reachers.

frst Triennial

(3]]

There were five societies functicamizg whem the

Jdelegate Assembly mer im 19564,

delegactas eleczed 211 36 members :I tie Genmeval Council.
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2 Gezmeral Council. Triannial Delegate Assemzlies have Seen

thvee vears siace 1934,

helid every

3004s rer

Jdalw sbout 50 TRANTIA
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th were sold or otherwice disctribuzed Za cthe Zirstc

Only five societies were astablished. There were

a score 0f study gvoups zeerinmg. A URANTIA 3totherhood
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aad lace €60s brought change and zore
Suamer Scudy fessions were held at 523,

davs each year,

s>ut 214 not osperate

'

a»id growsl. Starzizng

o couple of

(2}
™

-

ts from arcund cthe natisa

13

zporoxizately 100 scsude

rrunizy tec study and fellowship together. Six Suz=er

[ ]

iy Sessions were held from 1963 to 1972.

sales of The URANTTA Book 2egan to clizb drezzmaticzlly. i
t

Arouad 700 boocks were sold that year. 3v 1973, the ffgura was alzos

10,200 jer

vear where iz has placteaued once azaiz. Mazy study grouds

izto beizgzg. Several aore sogieties were chazTtered.

The growth necessitated several adjustments whigh began early iz the

1970s and persist ia the current day. There has occurred an

" iacreasingly

iztricate networking of izdividrals and grouds. Oze
avenues for fellowship has been the conferecces, doth
general. When 533 Diversaey Pavkway was outgrown, a

Sessize was held Ia 1275 at Xendall College iIa Zvanston,
acttracted 300 people. Iz 1375, 300 sctudents oI The

attended the firsc Gemeral Clonference 2I URANTIA




wosted lzr3e conlferencs=s Iin Los angelas ia 1?73 aad ia Oklzahoza
ia 1375. Ragional coanferences bdegan zo proliferate za¢ arz now

vegularly held in every pact of the United States as well as

several Canadian provinces. Tn 1378, a larger z2aeral coaference

teok place in Laxe Genewva, Wiscansia, Almost $00 people were

presext Ior a variegated week-ldlg progra=. Lclora2deo is the si
sf{ the 1981 General Conier-sace.

Coacurrent with tha2 spread of conference accivicies, zewslatters
Sagan to proiifaraca.

guarters~—=UXANTIA 3rorharhood Z2ulleris, The URANTIAN Journal of

URANTIA Srotherisod, and URANTIAY News Zrcm URANTIA

Over z dozen regionally sponscred perisdicals issve ITez= 31l pa

cef the couvntry. Tha2 Agocdonter is tie oldest of the Tegicnal

newsletiters nawviag starvrted in the eazrly §Js with 2 —cvemenr-wii

scope. All cchers began in the 1570s,

i

Oze of the zost izportan:z developmernts o2 the 1970s was the rap
gultipliication of scudy grougs. Estizazed numbers caange Irom

200-23C zgroups world-wide. The sctudy grzoup 1s the Zundanexta
unit for the conservation ani socialization of the TRANTI

teachings. ’

A small office staff has serviced the day to day matters iz Cthe
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3rotherhood-Fourndatioa ¢cfitzca

27 zazv
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iz was 2ntivraly vsluzcear. A Zew salaried explicyrees
addeZ. These workaers cuc-rentlyr zaswver saveral chousand ietlers

azd izmgui-ias 2ach vear, greer seversl hundred wisitors aznuall
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" send suT asproxizzselv 12,009

numerous other adzinistrative duties.,

-

3 eving that health? growth lies in & person-cto-persoa dissexization

1

b

13

of the URANTIA teachings, it has been the policy not to adverIise

he TWANTIA Book. In addicion, aa izportant concern of 3rothernood

3

¥ ublicicr

| ]

.

4]

acd Yourndatioz lescdersiilp has Deen 2o preveat oT cuvia

Ay~ -

and sezsaZtionalism from Deing L::acned o the U2ANTIA teacihings

Throuzh 1ts first 30 =ears, URANTITIA Teoundaticz has maizzziged an

ttitude of vigilaace with regard to tie ct2xt cof The TRAINTIA Book.

a
Iz has entered several lezal contests to protect the copvrighe

Be TRANTIA Sook and the regisrered =mark UTRANTIA, and has thus

(4]
o
]

£ar exmec-ged successfully. Many ongoing legal comcerzs aad cozplexities

T-uscees' attentioz.

3y
™

regularly dezand =

TRAUTIA 3rotherhood continues to expand its activicies of stucy z=zd
dissexiration. The niae standiag committees zr-e 2ngaging i zeore

2ne ic programs and frequenctly workizg in cozcert with cne

1]

r

ga
another., The URANTIA nove=ezz its begizning 2o

Conscicutiomal scrTucture of the Brotherhood.

|

Interzatiornal spread of che URANTIA teachings starzed almost

iamediacely after publicatisn of The URANTIA Bco0ok with the donation

iz 1336 o5 1QQ hooks to wvarigus lidrzries outside che Uniced S:tates
3v the Iaternacional Tellowship Coxmictee (thea aamed Foveiga
Ixteasiocz Jfozmictcae). The -ecigzieazs weze Zive Iaglish-speaxing



czunsTies of zhe world: Lanada, Austraiilz2, Creat 3ricain, South
ilrtiza, apsd New Zealand. Cver =he past 25 vears, the ZIsreizn

sale and distvibution 0% The URANTTL 3Sook has gzereraily been

leaviest among these councries. Many other donaticas oI dooks,

bv URANTIA Bro:h;rhood, URANTIA Foundation, as well as by individual
readers, have over the vears helped to place the book in mo:ze

than 100 nactions and tervitories of the world. More than 5000

copies of The WRANTTIA Bock are in lands outside the United States.

|

Pockets of readers have arisen and study 2roup activicy has

occurted in 2 number of nom-Zaglish-speaking areas including Finland;

-

france; Belgium; Quebec, Canads; e Yetherlands; Italy dia;

b< )

-
4

-e

and Colombia. A scudy group inm Helsinki, Finland has beex szudying

The URANTIA Book the past 15 years and the group's activity has

iacluded steady work onm a finanish tramslation of The URANTIA 3Book

in cooperzticn with TRANTIA foundaction.

A Freach translation of The URANTIA Book was published ia 1962 under

the aegis of URANTIA Fouandation; however, due to 3 ccurz action

"

Q

oy URANTIA Fourdation against the translator-publisher ZIsr ex ce-
meat o the terms of their contract, the work became unavailable iz
the e2arly 197Q's.. URANTIA Foundation is now laying the zroundwork
Co once again make a Prench versiom available. Never:heleés.
Trench-speaking students have coantinued to study aund grov, form
sroups and interest new people ia the URANIIA.:eachings. There

ave several regular French~speaking study groups ia France, 3elgiua,

22d OQuebec,Canada.

While iztermational growth ia the first 25 years has bdeean =odest, the

desctiay of the URANTIA movegen: lies in the dissemization of ‘the
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URaNTIA teachiags to all peoples and to all anatlons of cur spirizually

beleaguered slanec.

"All Urancia is waitiag for the proclamation of cthe ennobdbling
message of !ich;el. uneacuxbered by the accumulated doctrines and
dogmas cf nineteen centuries of contact with the religions of
evoluzionary origia. The hour i1s sctrikizng for presentiag to
Buddhism. to Chrisciznicy, to Hinduism, even to the peoples of all
faichs, not the gospel about Ja2sus, buct the livinmg, spiricual

realicty of the gospel of Jesus."




<0 Port (11 DESTINY

"It is forever true: the past is unchengecodle; only the future con be chenged by

the ministry of the present creativity of the inner self."

|

“The call to the advenrure of building o new and fransformed humen society by
means of the spiritucl rebirth of Jesus' brotherhocd cf the kingdom sheuld thrill
(

* 1w . . e . ! - . v
cll wno beiieve in him os men have not been stirred since the ccys when they walked

about on ecrth cs his campanizns in the flesh."

Y¥hat can we onticipare for The URANTIA Book ond the URANTIA movement?
Both cre clecrly still in their infoncy ond it is meny yeors before the time of

robust maturity. We must bear in mind that sur revelation is intended to

stimulcte mortals for the next thousend years.

¥e =usC not ciccumveat evolutiocn iz our h“zasze: at the same
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“e know it is appropriacte to scriwve for a burgzeoaingz netwoTrk o
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fetudy Zrougs. we <now it

to people of all iaagua

w

es. Wa know it i35 proper o zealoustivy ’
-prececst the integricy of the teachiags and of the 300k izself, aven

i
while we work tc escablish a firm Yase which will =withstand

adversicv.

Perceptions con cermning the healthy growth and expansion of the URANTIA movement
ncve varied widely. At one time, it was thought by some thct thare would be
10,0C0O study groups in existence by this time. Cthers cdjust slowly even to the
growth we have experienced. Handling en epochcl revelation is new ond

challenging for everyone.




The URANTIA Book itself asrovides o wealth of morerioi 2n how ¢ revelarion moy

best proceed:

Ven was loycl and courageous, steodfastly mointaining @ clecr picture of the true

purpose of all his efforts. "The wise man is able to distinguish between means and

ends; otherwise, scmetimes overplcnning for the future defects its own high

purcose.”

We should strive to be tike Van cnd his ioter followers, cerefully tending the
seeds of cur teachings now, in anticipation of their eventuci flowering into the

worldwide ccceptance of the Fatherhood of God and the Brothernood of Man.,

vy
]

o

may not see the revelation of '"life

]

verlastiag, incorruptible,

and immortal" come with great power. It must be our purpose

simply zo be true to the highest prianciple thac we kaow from

day to day. "The act is ours;

|

What lessons do we have from Adcm cnd Eve? First, we know thet isolation

the comnsequences God's."

gredually wore down their spirits. [solation is best avoided whether cs individuals

or as groups. !

We also know that Adem and Eve would have been successful "had they been more

\“\."":
forseeing cnd patient.” They did not settle down to the "long,long endurance test."

We are told that "stcgnation is certain death, but that overrapid growth is equally

suicidal ... "

e e $iEAR 35 .
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Melchizedek 's missionaries end the followers of Jesus were partly successiul in
their efforts. ‘Where their teachings failed, it was due to the fact that they
ottempted too much. They became enfengled in the “"ccuse of reforming the

. . P ~~_ = .
mores, " and "their great mission waos: sidetracked...”

“Jesus chose to establish the ‘kin’gdcm of heaven in the hearts of mankind by
naturel, ordinary, difficult, ond trying methods, just such procedures cs his
earth children must subsequently follow in their work of enlarging and extending
that heavenly kingdam. For well did the Sen of Man know fhcr_ifﬂwould be
'through much tribulation that many of the children of all cges would enter

into the kingdom.'" ‘

Qur work of extending the URANTIA revelation will not always

bring peace, but sometimes many joys and socrows.

The following philosaphy' of aczion was suggested during the ea
years of URANTIA Brecherhood:

"God is the aenly true end. ©Our primary spiricual lovaley

dedication ts te the Universal Facher, and to Eiz alone.™

"The raR.l.NTIA Boeok itself s not an end=--it is a zost

important means to an ead, It is designed to bring God
closer to man and to> briag man closer to God."

“The real function of the EJRAN‘I‘IA Brotherheood is also ¢
function 2f a means to accoz=plish a desired end.”" "The

83Totherthood Is designed to promote the took and the book

designed te briang God and man zlcser to each other.” "Hder
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aad
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should make a vizal discizczion Detween tchat wnizph ZIs value

aund that whilch has-value."

|



these aultifarious groupsiaand from ecually dis

23

“No: since tae Gossel of Jesus has :there appeared on earth such a
dvnazic nucleus adou: which ecculd de Suii: so =maay Tsaaizations and
whnica would actracr so manv differencly mocivacted z:;en-—gwod, bdad,

and indifferenc.”

"Reiigion does nead new leaders, spiricual men and women who

will dare to depend solely on Jesus and his incompavrable teachings.

1f{ Chriscianity persists in neglecring its spiritual zission
wnile it continues ta dusv icself wich social asnd zmazeriali orobdblems,

the spiricual renaissance austc awaiz the coming of cthese new
teachers of Jesus' religion who will be axclusively devocted to the

spivrizual regeneration of men. Amd th
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souls quickly supply the leadership and iaspiratioan reguisite £
the soclal, moral, eccnomic, and political reorganization of Che

warld.

future religionists must live out their religion, dedicate
themselves to the wholehearted service of the brotherhood

of man." (

/ = ‘! 5 —

\ .
experienktes will Be with [such groups who will so loudly acclainx -

their bellief in the teachings of the book and who will so persistenscly

seek to Bttach themselves to the =moveament. reat wisddm will be

required iro guard from che distracciag aad diftertiag influence of
1
racting and disturdbing
iadividuals, some well~-innentioned and some sindscer, who\?ill
- \
strive to become a part cf|lcthe authentic comscictuency of the Urantia
\ . 1

oo\ ’ ‘ | ‘\

movement. . j

et )




While The URANTIA Book lists numerous dangers of inmstitutiozal

religion, 1t also recognizes that "there is a real purpose in

the socializacion of religion," and that no religion has thus
far succeeded without it. 1In the curvrent day, ovrganiczation is
needed to deter other organizacions. May we strive to blend

the idealism of Abner with the ideism of Faul. In our rovement,

both must have a place.

A generation has passed since the URANTIA revelation was j
injected into the stream of humanity. It has sometimes net j
with narrow-ﬁindedness and iantolerance; it has Eeen submerged ;
in the doldrums of theofogic complacence, Best of all, it has ;
slipped quietly into many a far—-away place that we have never i
seen, and found a kindly weicome, and brought back messages of 1
\

good cheer from unknown friends.

Even so, the fifth epochal revelation is still in its beginnings and we are

privileged, if we chocse, to play a part in world advancement.

"The future is not epen to eur aortal comprehension, but we will
do well to diligencly sctudy zRe order,plan, and methods =i progressii

as chey were ensczed in the earch life of Michael when the Word

was nade flesh. We are becoming acters in an easuing episode when

the Wo-d is made Book. Creat is che differance in these dispensatioz

ri

of religion, but =m;any are the lessons which can be learned {roa a

study of cthe forzer age."”




we regacd the Uraancia 300k 2s a ceazure of =he progressive
eavoluticn of human sociecty. It is no:z germane to the spectacucas
episodes of epochal revolutioan, aven though it z=ay apparently b2
tizned ta apvoear in the wake of one such reveclution ia humaan sociecw
The 300k beloagzs to the era immediataly to follow the conclusion

e

of the presen:z ideological sctruggle. That will be the day when zen

will be willing to seek truth and vighteousness. When the chacs

"y

o the present confusion has passed, it will e mcre readily

X

possible to formulate the cosmos of a new and improved era 3a:Z huzan

L]

veiationsanips. aad ic is for this bet:zer order of sifairs c2 earch

that cthe Book has been made ready."

"Iyt the publication of the Book has aot been puscpecned co that
(possibly) somewha:t remote date. An early publication 9f the 3ook
has been provided so that it mav be iz hand Zor the trwaiaing ol

leaders and teachers. 1Its presence is also cequired o e ze :the

1gaz
attention of persons of means who may be thus lad o provide fuads

for translaticns into other languages.”

WThaousands of scudy groups =ust
e braught iatc exiscence and the Book must be cfanslated {ato many
tongues. Thus will the Book be in readiness to comfort and enlighten
the peoples of many lacguages when the battle for mac's liber:zy is
finally won and the world ts once more znade safe for the religion

"

of Jesus and the freedom of mankizd.

"Be not discouraged; human evolution is still in progress, and the revelation

of God to the world, in and through Jesus, shall not fail."




