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LEGATL MATTERS

Celestial beings and the copyright issue

uman beings can copy-

right boaks. Everybody

knows that, However, Lhi

U5 Cionert of Appeals for
the Minth Clreult recently decided
whether non-humans can do 5o
Here's what happenad.

The Urantia Book Is a religlons
text. All vights o it belong to the
Urantia Foundsation. Eristen
Maaherra put the book on dislks;
where anyone coold look &t it or
print it ont The foundation said
she infringed its copyright and
sued Manherra for damikges,

Maabierra and the foundation
didn’t agree on much. They did
agreethat celestial beings, not
homans, ceeated the Urantia Boolk

“Hoth parties,” said the Minth
Circuit, “believe thatthe wards in
tha Book wers suthored by non-
homean spiritual beings described
in terms such as the Divine
Cmmgelor, the Chief of the Corps
of Superuniverse Personalities,
ind the Chiefof the Archangels of
M edwchom.™

M lawyer conceivably would

“advize messing around with

chopyrights held by celestial baings
sucly as these, Archangels mey.or
may not benefit from this casa.
The computer-programming
industry, however, got 8 oseful
precedent.

EFFECTS ON PESYCHIATRY:
The calestial beings delivered
teachings that finally became part
of the Urantia Book to a Chicagn
paychiatrist more than 40 years
agn. The beings spoke to the doctor
throgh one of his patients,

The doctor formed the Contact
Commisaiion, & small group ereated
1o dizcuss celestial beings®
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teachings. Later, with a larger
group called the Forim, the doctor
and his followers started asking

Answers to these guestions
became the Urantin Papers)
Commilies members woote amd
iranaferred thess to printing
plates. They destroyed the
manuscript, by then aboat 2,000
pages long. The doctor and his
associaes organized the Urantia
Foundation, an Hlinnis charitahie
frstc

The foundation’s purposs was to
preserve and distribure ke
teschings of celestial belnps.
Foundation property consisted
entirely of the printing plates.

I 1955, the foundation
copyrighted the Urantin Book, ind
renewesd the copvright i 1983,

NON-HUMAN RIGHTS:
Masherra lives inArizona. She
read the Urantia Book, beginning
in 19910, She prepared a'study aid
incliding the book’s entive text,
which she gave away io Interested
peaple, Shealso distributed the
boak on disk:

When the foundation learned
what Maaherra was dodag, it sued
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“For copyright purposes, they
gaid, "a work i copyrightsble if
copyTightability is claiimed by the
first lniman beings who compiled,
selected, coordinnted and arranged
the Urantia feachings.”

I didn't write that sentence,

Committes crested the goestons
and the arcangement of the
rovelations. That is what brought

EpaENE persoi, o wilh fesdHaid to ey
naricttar poblems o situabons,

ot acheion of s peacilic problems Bnd
cimumstanoss, contact yolr attorney.
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