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HOW I FOUND TlIE URANTIA BOOK 

o r  

HOW THE BOOK FOUND ME 

I n t r o d u c t i o n  

One of  t h e  j o y f u l  exper iences  of  URANTIA Book s t u d e n t s  everywhere, i s  t o  
s h a r e  t h e  s t o r y  of  "I-low I Found t h e  URANTIA Book". I t  d o e s n ' t  m a t t e r  how 
long you have been read ing  b u t  each one i n  a  l i t t l e  s t udy  group s i n c e r e l y  
en joys  hea r ing  about  how you found t h e  Boolc and l i k e s  t o  s h a r e  h i s  s t o r y .  
F inding  t h e  Book h a s  proved t o  be a  momentous event  i n  t h e  l i f e  of every  
t r u e  URANTIA Book s t u d e n t .  Often a  s tudy  group, meeting f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
t ime,  w i l l  open d i s c u s s i o n s  by each one t e l l i n g  h i s  ve ry  meaningful s t o r y .  
It was e x h i l a r a t i n g  and i n s p i r i n g  t o  hea r  t h e s e  s t o r i e s  i n  A la ska ,Aus t r a l i a ,  
Canada and i n  v a r i o u s  i s l a n d s  of Hawaii, a s  w e l l  a s  i n  many s tudy  groups and 
g a t h e r i n g s  on t h e  mainland. 

Noting t h e  keen p l e a s u r e  and d e l i g h t  everyone experienced,  I conceived t h e  
i d e a  of broadening t h i s  s h a r i n g  base  by reproducing each s t o r y  i n  t h e  exac t  
words of t h e  s t o r y - t e l l e r ,  and then compil ing them i n  expans ib le  form s o  
t h a t  new s t o r i e s  could be added a s  they  came i n .  P l ea se  send yours!  

A f t e r  h e a r i n g  innumerable,  f a s c i n a t i n g  s t o r i e s ,  c e r t a i n  impor tan t  f a c t s  
began t o  emerge and common denominators began t o  appear  .... b u t  I won' t  
dep r ive  you of t h e  p l e a s u r e  of t hose  d i s cove r i e s .  

A few c o n t r i b u t o r s  d i d  no t  l e ave  t h e i r  name and add re s s  a s  they  handed 
t h e i r  papers  t o  me i n  a  crorjd. I f  you happen t o  be one, p l ea se  l e t  m e  know. 
O the r s ,  p l e a s e  & send i n  your s t o r y  w i th  name and address  and your per -  
miss ion  t o  s h a r e  i t .  

I hope t h e s e  s t o r i e s  g ive  you t h e  s p i r i t u a l  i n s p i r a t i o n  and joy they  con t inue  
t o  g i v e  t o  me. Also ,  they  p o i n t  up c e r t a i n  work we must each be doing. 

P l e a s e  ma i l  your s t o r y  t o :  

J u l i a  K. Fenderson 
9980 Fa r r agu t  Drive 
Culver C i ty ,  CA 90230 

Note; Any smal l  dona t ion  w i l l  be deeply  app rec i a t ed  t o  h e l p  de f r ay  c o s t s  of 
p roduct ion  and pos tage .  



CLYDE BEDELL 
2390 Via Mariposa  V e s t  3E 
Laguna H i l l s ,  CA 92653 
Author  of The Concordex - 

HOW I FOUND T I E  URANTIA BOOK 

Rube Goldberg,  famous c a r t o o n i s t ,  used  t o  draw u n b e l i e v a b l y  complex mechanisms of  
cogs  and s p r i n g s ,  l e v e r s  and f a n s  and whee l s ,  pe rhaps  a c t i v a t e d ' b y  a  c a t  o r  s q u i r r e l ,  
o r  f e a t h e r  i n  a  b r e e z e ,  and t h e  end r e s u l t  would be  a n  a s t o n i s h i n g  denouement 
c o m p l e t e l y  f o r e i g n  t o  t h e  many e lements  t h a t  b rought  i t  a b o u t .  

The c h a i n  o f  e v e n t s  t h a t  l e d  me i n t o  t h e  extreme good f o r t u n e  o f  membership i n  t h e  
Forum t o  which t h e  URANTIA p a p e r s  came, was --  i t  seems t o  me - -  a  somewhat 
Goldberg i sh  s e r i e s  o f  c o i n c i d e n t s  and m e t i c u l o u s l y  d o v e - t a i l e d  t ime-de layed  semi-  
denouements.  (That  s e n t e n c e  l e a v e s  me b r e a t h l e s s ) .  

How can a  man o r  woman b e  s o  f o r t u n a t e  a s  t o  become i n t i m a t e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a n  
Epochal  R e v e l a t i o n ?  A s  e v e r y  r e z d e r - b e l i e v e r  of t h i s  g e n e r a t i o n  i s !  The s u b l i m i t y  
and v a s t  impor tance  o f  o u r  G r e a t  Book was remote indeed  from t h e  cogs ,  l e v e r s  and 
wheels  o f  j o b s ,  c i t i e s ,  and p e r s o n s  t h a t  managed t o  s o  g r e a t l y  b l e s s  me. 

I s h a l l  b e g i n  when I was 23, i n  1921. A f t e r  two o r  t h r e e  wonder fu l  y e a r s  i n  Texas 
I r e t u r n e d  t o  Chicago because  my mother was schedu led  f o r  an  e x p l o r a t o r y  o p e r a t i o n .  
I a p p l i e d  f o r  a  job  w i t h  a n  a d v e r t i s i n g  agency whose "house-ads" e v e r y  week i n  
P r i n t e r ' s  I n k  convinced me i t s  owner was a g r e a t  exponent  o f  r e s e a r c h - b a s e d  copy 
t h a t  s e l l s  by s e r v i n g  t h e  r e a d e r .  A  d e v o t i o n  t o  such s e r v i c e - r e n d e r i n g  copy had 
a l r e a d y  s e r v e d  me remarkably .  I a p p l i e d  t o  W a l t e r  Hoops - -  t h a t  agency head - -  
and g o t  t h e  job .  S i x  months l a t e r  h e  and I l e a r n e d  I had n o t  a p p l i e d  t o  hin! i n  
r e s p o n s e  t o  an  ad h e  had j u s t  run  f o r  a  s t a r  c o p y w r i t e r .  I had n e v e r  s e e n  h i s  ad .  

L i s t e r  Alx*-ood, a g i f t e d  w r i t e r  and p o e t ,  much my s e n i o r ,  was my b e s t  f r i e n d  t h e r e .  
I met t h e r e ,  t o o ,  a  g i r l  who j o i n e d  Hoops a f t e r  I d i d .  I asked t h a t  l o v e l y  
c r e a t u r e  f o r  a  d a t e ,  and was t o l d  "soon". However, b e f o r e  t h e  " r a i n  check" I gave 
h e r  was honored,  Lou I1oni.g--an agency head from San F r a n c i s c o  s topped  i n  Chicago on 
an  E a s t e r n  t r i p  and asked  me t o  j o i n  h i s  agency on t h e  c o a s t .  Tha t  was a t  t h e  
s u g g e s t i o n  o f  one of h i s  key men w i t h  w l ~ o m  I had worked i n  Texas.  My beloved 
mother  had d e p a r t e d  f o r  t h e  1,lansion Worlds,  s o  1 took  t h e  San F r a n c i s c o  job ,  l e a v i n g  
t h e  " r a i n  check" unused.  

A f t e r  two y e a r s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  I r e c e i v e d  a  long w i r e  from Alwood u r g i n g  me t o  
a p p l y  f o r  a n  $S,000 job h e  had a p p l i e d  f o r  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y .  (I was making o n l y  
$400 a  month, and $S,000 was a  m i n t  of money a lmos t  30 y e a r s  ago!) I a p p l i e d  f o r  
t h e  j o b  and was asked t o  come t o  Chicago f o r  a  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w .  I t o l d  my boss  
of my dilemma and t h a t  good man s a i d :  "Go g e t  i t  i f  you can,  and God b l e s s  you. 
I f  you d o n ' t  g e t  i t ,  come back and go t o  work and f o r g e t  a b o u t  it." I g o t  t h e  j o b .  

The f i r s t  e v e n i n g  I was back i n  Chicago I had d i n n e r  a t  L i s t e r  ~ l w o o d ' s  home. He 
asked  i f  I would l i k e  t o  a t t e n d  w i t h  him on Sunday n e x t ,  a  mee t ing  a t  t h e  home of 
a famous p s y c h i a t r i s t  - a D r .  W i l l i a m  S a d l e r - - g r e a t  s p e a k e r  and t e a c h e r .  Perhaps  
some r e a d i n g ,  b u t  i n t e r e s t i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  and c o n v e r s a t i o n  f o r  s u r e .  I a c c e p t e d .  
Before  Sunday came, I had a  d a t e  wit11 t h e  "Hoops l o v e l y " ,  making t h e  r a i n  check 
good. We had n o t  cor responded ,  b u t  I had c a r e f u l l y  k e p t  t h e  a d d r e s s .  



3 .  
CLYDE BEDELL 

The f i r s t  Sunday I was back i n  Chicago, I went t o  my f i r s t  Sad le r  Forum meeting.  It  
was t h e  l a s t  Sunday i n  September, 1924. A f t e r  t he  meeting I asked t h e  D r .  i f  I 
could  b r i n g  a  young woman t h e  next  Sunday. (I would occas iona l ly  t e l l  t h i s  s t o r y  
be fo re  F lorence  and would always say t h a t  D r .  Sad le r  asked a  few q u e s t i o n s  about  t h e  
"young woman".) When he found she was l i t e r a t e  he s a i d  "yes". F lorence  Evans 
a t t e n d e d  t h e  nex t  Sunday, and from t h a t  day t o  t h i s  w e  have been i d e n t i f i e d  wi th  the  
Forum-that l a t e r  rece ived  t h e  URXYTIA papers -or  i t s  succeeding o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  However, 
F lo rence  depar ted  t h i s  sphere  f o r  t h e  Elansion Worlds i n  1979, a  week a f t e r  our  53rd 
wedding ann ive r sa ry .  (Yes, our  two sons a r e  dedica ted  "URANTIAYS.") 

F lo rence  and I knew t h e  FIRST URANTIA BOOKS would i s s u e  from t h e  p r e s s e s  whi le  we 
were on a  round-the-world t r i p  f o r  me t o  do some i.~ork i n  A u s t r a l i a  and New Zealand. 
The Doc to r ' s  b r i l l i a n t  son B i l l ,  a  f a n t a s t i c  s tuden t  of  the Papers ,  agreed t o  a i r -  
m a i l  a  copy t o  us  a s  soon a s  he could l a y  hands on one. That copy, s o  f u l l y  under-  
l i n e d  a f t e r  much reading  and work over  i t ,  i s  now s o  under l ined ,  t h a t  t h e  u n d e r l i n -  
ing has  no emphasis. It b e a r s  i n  t h e  f r o n t  t h i s  i n s c r i p t i o n .  " F i r s t  URANTIA BOOR! 
Glimpsed i n  Rome, 11:40 A .  M., October 1, 1955. Clyde and Florence  Bedel l ."  An 
a d d i t i o n  reads :  " F i r s t  r ead ing  completed 41'221'56. San Francisco ,  10:48 

My l i f e  (wi th  t h e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  approval  of both my sons ) ,  i s  ded ica t ed  t o  he lp - - in  
every way I p o s s i b l y  can--"promote, improve, and expand..the unders tanding  of  t h e  
peoples  of t h e  world of t h e  t each ings  of  J e sus . ' '  Tde should a l l  p ray  t h a t  a l l  people 
i n  our  Movement, from Chicago outward over a l l  t h e ' e a r t h ,  might d i scove r  those  
quoted words from t h e  Foundat ion ' s  Dec la ra t ion  of T rus t .  How many people i n  a  
mil lenium can be e a r l y  r e c i p i e n t s  of an  Epochal Revela t ion?  I t  i s  our  du ty  t o  b r ing  
i t s  message t o  a l l  t h e  s p i r i t u a l l y - d e p r i v e d  people we can reach,  i n  c h a r a c t e r  and 
keeping wi th  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of our  Book. How many t imes a  day can we, every day, 
say "Thank you God!" i n  a  meaningful ,  demonstrat ing way? 



Henry Eegemann 

P r i n s  van Wiedlaan 38 

2242 CE Wassenaar 

Holland, Netherlands 

We found The UMNTIA Book i n  a  bookstore i n  Amsterdam. We never go t o  

Amsterdam, if we can avoid i t ,  a s  we d o n ' t  l i k e  t h a t  c i t y .  I t  i s  t h e  

New York of the  Netherlands.  We went t o  t h a t  bookstore because we had read 

about i t  h a l f  a  year  before ,  when i t  opened, and i t  looked a t t r a c t i v e .  I t  

had one copy of The URANTIA Book i n  the  s t o r e .  Though we knew noth ing  about  

t he  book and even l e s s  about t h e  Foundation o r  the  Erotherhood, we were 

a t t r a c t e d  by i t s  s i z e  and some th ings  we read i n  i t .  We decided t o  buy 

i t ,  though the  p r i c e  was about $40.00. I th ink  i t  was t h e  only copy f o r  

s a l e  then i n  Holland and I always f e l t  t h a t  we were guided t o  i t .  



M. Seklemian 
P.O. Box 5125 
S a n t a  Barbara,  CA 
93108-0125 

MY SEARCH FOR TRUTH 

"Those who seek  s h a l l  f i nd . "  There a r e  thousands,  m i l l i o n s ,  who a r e  search-  
ing, some d e s p e r a t e l y ,  t o  f i n d  meaning i n  t h i s  l i f e ,  why we a r e  he re  and  here 
we a r e  going.  I was one o f  t h o s e  clesperate seeke r s .  'vlhen my wife  (of 48 y e a r s )  
passed on I suddenly began t o  search .  What happened t o  he r?  Is t h e r e  a s o u l  o r  
something t h a t  l i v e s  on? I had given up on s t anda rd  churches inc lud ing  "of f -  
beat"  r e l i g i o n s  when I was 25. My wife  and I went happi ly  on, not  g i v i n g  much 
thought  t o  l i f e  and dea th .  TkLen came t h e  shocking experience--the d e y ~ r t u r e  of  
my loved one i n t o  t h e  unlrnown. 

Unknorm! It was t e r r i b l y  hard t o  t ake .  I could not  accep t  dea th  as t h e  end, 
My sc i ence  s t u d i e s  t a u g h t  me t h a t  nothir.5 is des t royed.  An inanimate,  l i f e l e s s  
atom endures forever .  It may change form but  it never  ceases  t o  e x i s t .  Even a 
l i g h t  m y  is  forever .  If a l i f e l e s s  atom is f o r e v e r ,  how cone a b e a u t i f u l  
p e r s o n a l i t y ,  a f a n t a s t i c , l i v i n g ,  loving , incredib le  i n t e l l i g e n c e  must p e r i s h ?  
I c o u l d n ' t  accep t  tht. I t  d i d y ' t  s een  r i g h t .  .Sure ly  t h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  bad t o  
be a m i l l i o n  t imes  more important  i n  t h e  scheme of  t h i n g s  than  a l i f e l e s s  a t o n .  
O r  a s t r a y  l i g h t  r ay .  

);y sea rch  f o r  t r u t h  beg=. I re-read t h e  gospel,  I examined Gibran,  Gurd j i e f f ,  
t h e  phil .osophers anci5r.t  arid nociern. 1 tooir a f l y i n g  t r i p  t o  Frar.ce t o  s tudy  
wi th  t h e  renohned !,:ahzrishi. I t 's  amazing huw l i t t l e  - real in fom.a t ion  is a v a i l -  
a b l e  about  l i f e  a f t e r  dea th  ant5 t h e  su.rviva.1 of t h e  s o u l ,  i f  t h e r e  is  a s o u l .  
The more I s t u d i e d ,  t h e  l e s s  s u r e  I w a s .  

For f i v e  y e a r s  I l i v e d  i n  t o m e n t ,  h a t i n g  L i f e  and even m i l i n g  a g z i n z t  God. 
I f i n a l l y  cons idered  s u i c i d e  as a means o f  1-earning t h e  t r u t h  about cleat i~.  A t  
t h i s  j unc tu re  I received a no te  from Clyde S e d e l l .  Iie enclosed a s h e e t  o f  paper  
d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  UIm.TIA 3ook. i!e s a i d ,  "Thought you might l i k e  t o  know what 
I 've been working on l a t e l y . "  ('The Concordex. ) I i rmed ia t e ly  wrote a check f o r  
both books slid s e n t  i t  t o  Clyde. 1 thought ,  '\Who knows--;naybe I should look 
i n t o  t h i s .  I 've known Clydc f o r  y e a r s ,  If h e ' s  involved it c a n ' t  be a l l  'tad." 

Clyde promptly s e n t  my check Crzck. He wrote "I d o n ' t  want you t o  pay f o r  t h e s e  
books u n l e s s  you r e a l l y  want theni. Read first, t h e n  decide."  

I t 's  u s e l e s s  f o r  me t o  t e l l  Urant ia  Book r e z d e r s  what  a t h r i l l  i t  is  t o  open 
t h i s  i n c r e d i b l e  volu-me and start r e a d i x .  A l l  dcubts  fzde anay. i'.ll ques t ions  
g e t  answered. And f a i t h  is renewed wi th  a brig! 

I ' v e  t o l d  t h i s  s t o r y  before:  I took my heavy packages t o  New York and,  one 
Saturday  morning, wi th  a f u l l  weekend of work t o  do ,  I started reading ,  Sunday 
evening I put  dohm t h e  Book. I had n o t  s l e p t  a wink o r  paused t o  eat .  I hadn't 
done a s t i t c h  of my planned work e i t h e r .  That evening I wrote a note .  "Dear 
Clyde; You s u c c e s s f u l l y  ruined Iny weekend." 



What prompted Clyde t o  send me t h e  Uran t i a  Eook? Even though I had known 
him as a businessman f o r  nany y e a r s  we were n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c l o s e .  I had 
l o s t  t r a c k  o f  him f o r  y e a r s ,  And he bad no i d e a  of my pe r soca l  l o s s  and 
d e s p e r a t e  sea rch  f o r  t r u t h .  What persuaded him t o  suddenly break t h e  s i l e n c e  
and send me t h a t  first n o t e ?  

Clyde s a y s  I made t h e  f i r s t  s t e p .  There had been a d e v a s t a t i n g  T i r e  i n  San ta  
Barbra and 300 houses had been destroyed.  O f  t h e  long list publ i shed  i n  t h e  
l o c a l  newspapcr my eye caught  Clyde Bedell: I knew he  had been l i v i n g  i n  San ta  
Barbara but I had no i d e a  he had s o l d  h i s  p l ace  and moved ahray. The house, 
still c r e d i t e d  t o  h i s  rnme, hcadcd t h e  published list o f  homes l o s t .  I d i d  a 
very  s imple th ing .  I t r i e d  t o  reach  Clyde t o  o f f e r  him ixy house, t o  t i d e  
Florence and  him ove r  i n  t h i s  emergency. A s imple ,  neighborly t h i n g  t o  do ,  

Clyde s a y s  t h a t  g e s t u r e  moved him. Fe both a g r e e  o u r  Divine Thought Ad jus t e r s  
g o t  t o g e t h e r  and decided t h e  t i n e  had come f o r  my sea rch  t o  be a n s ~ ; e r e d .  I am 
f o r e v e r  g r a t e f u l  t o  Clydc Bedel l  f o r  h i s  t h o u ~ h t f u l n e s s  and,  f a r  above a l l ,  I 
a m  e t e r n a l l y  gra te fu l  to o u r  F a t h e r  f o r  t h i s  f a n t a s t i c  r e v e l a t i o n  and f o r  t h e  
Hope and Joy it has brought me. I have one mission now--to be eve r  aware o f  
my Thought A d j u s t e r ' s  leadings and zero  i n  on o;thers who search .  



Jo  Ann Eichmann 
6415 Claremont Ave. 
Richmond, CA 94805 

HOW I FOUND THE BOOK (02 fiO\l ?XE BOOK F'GL'IID YE) 

I always enjoy t e l l i n g  t h e  s t o r y  of t h e  most important  day o f  my life--my 
i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  UIt4ETIA 3ook. But t h a t  day s t a n a s  as a n  is land--every-  
t h i n g  p r i o r  seeming t o  l e a d  up t o  it and every th ing  subsequently l ead ing  
increasingly i n t o  i t .  I n  1968 I was l i v i n g  i n  Kewport Beach and a t t e n d i n g  t h e  
Un ive r s i ty  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  a t  I r v i n e  and majoring i n  philosophy, 

One day upon a r r i v i n g  home from c l a s s e s  my next  door  neighbor met Re a t  my 
door ,  Knowing o f  my i n t e n s e  s p i r i t u a l  ques t  he g r e e t e d  me by say ing ,  "I ran  
a c r o s s  a book you might f i n d  i n t e r e s t i n g . "  Be handed me The UHAhTIA Book 
and t h e  minute I he ld  it i n  my hands and l e a f e d  through i ts  pages something 
deep withi.n me exploded. I knew o f  a c e r t a i n t y  t h i s  was IT--the culminat ion 
o f  my sea rch .  

My f r i e n d  t o l d  me someone a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  where he worked bought t h e  F i r s t  
E d i t i o n  UR4NTIA Book i n  a secondhand bookstore sonie y e a r s  ago. Although 
having a vague i d e a  t h e  book w a s  i n  sone way s p e c i a l  he never  r ead  much of 
it, IIe l e n t  it t o  Ed, rr,y neighbor, f o r  one day,eGplzining it seemed a d i f f i -  
c u l t  book t o  o b t a i n  and panted it r i g h t  back. I persuaded Ed t o  l end  me t h e  
book u n t i l  t h e  nex t  day when it had t o  be r e tu rned ,  Ed r e a l i z e d  how much more 
a l l  t h i s  meant t o  nle than  it d i d  t o  hl.m, 

I went i n t o  my apartment  and proceeded t o  rend f o r  e igh teen  ho~ i r s - -un t i l  t ime 
t o  go t o  work and school  t h e  next  day. 23  arm-nged j.t s o  I could borrow 'The 
UTtlHTIA Book u n t i l  I H a s  a b l e  t o  r ece ive  ny os:n copy, 

For n e a r l y  t h r e e  y e a r s  I k ~ d  t h e  book e n t i r e l y  t o  myself not  kEowing a n o t h e r  
human belng on t h e  p l a n e t  who shared  t h e  Revelat ion wi th  me. F i n a l l y ,  I wrote 
t o  Chicago, was pu t  i n  con tac t  wi th  J u l i a  and my a c t i v e  involvement i n  t h e  
movement progressed a t  a s t eady  pace! 



V I R G I N I A  LEE IIALLOCK 
840 Kee Del Court  N . E . ,  
Salem, Oregon 97301 

HOW I FOUND THE URANTIA BOOK 

THE URANTIA BOOK found me, s i n c e  I a c t u a l l y  found i t  on my t a b l e  one morning. 
I had known I4arion f o r  on ly  a  few months,  bu t  she  i s  a  r e spons ive  and generous  
f r i e n d .  Knowing my i n t e r e s t  i n  r e l i g i o n  and ph i losophy ,  she  had l e f t  a  s t a c k  
of books from h e r  own l i b r a r y  on my t a b l e .  I h a d n ' t  even looked a t  them u n t i l  
t h e  n e x t  morning. On waking t h a t  morning I had medi ta ted  a s  u s u a l  and c a r r i e d  
a s p e c i a l  thought  f o r  a  more po ignan t  answer t o  T ru th  than  I had found. Before  
I even g lanced  a t  t h e  paper  I picked up ZliE URmTIA BOOK, scanned t h e  Table  of 
Conten t s ,  perused i t  fu r t he r - - and  I was hoolced. I s t a r t e d  t o  read  from t h e  
beg inn ing ,  and a l t hough  I had a s s i m i l a t e d  eve ry th ing  from Holnes t o  Blava t sky  t o  
Troward, t h i s  Book made s ense .  I cou ld  read ,  a t  f i r s t ,  on ly  a  f e w  pages a t  a  
t ime .  I c a l l e d  Marion and t o l d  h e r  t h a t  i t  would t a k e  me a t  l e a s t  two y e a r s  
t o  read  t h i s  book, and I hoped she  wasn ' t  i n  any h u r r y  f o r  i t .  

A s  I became i n t e r e s t e d  t h e n ,  s o  d i d  she ,  and we decided t h a t  I should  g e t  my 
own book. None of t h e  book s t o r e s  i n  Salem had i t  i n  s t o c k ,  and on ly  one had 
hea rd  o f  i t .  The Ruff Times group,  of which Marion i s  t h e  l e a d e r ,  meets  a t  
h e r  house monthly,  and a t  t h e  September mee t ing  one of u s  mentioned THE URlNTIA 
BOOK and s u r p r i s i n g l y  Bob overheard  t h e  comment and t o l d  u s  o f  h i s  long a c q u a i n t -  
ance  w i t h  i t .  I t  was th rough  him t h a t  we v i s i t e d  a  s t u d y  group i n  C o r v a l l i s  
and met J u l i a  Fenderson.  I t ' s  been c l e a r  s a i l i n g  from then .  L ike  a  sponge, 
my mind ha s  been abso rb ing  eve ry  sh r ed  o i  i n fo rma t ion  about  t h e  Cook. 

My r e l i g i o u s  background had been e c l e c t i c .  My f a t h e r ,  an i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  had 
been a  C h r i s t i a n  Agnos t ic - -bu t  an i n v e t e r a t e  s e a r c h e r  o f  T ru th .  hly mother was 
a  Southern  B a p t i s t  and i t  was t h e  B a p t i s t  Church and i t s  Sunday School  t h a t  I 
had a t t e n d e d  i n  Washington u n t i l  we moved t o  Oregan. We made t h i s  move vhen I 
was 13,  b u t  t h e  church was s o  c o n s e r v a t i v e  t h a t  I d r i f t e d  over  t o  t h e  Episcopa l  
Church where most of my f r i e n d s  were going.  Y.P.F. was fun and Episcopcll you ths  
were pe rmi t t ed  t o  dance and have more fun .  Subsequent ly ,  I was conf i rmed by t h e  
Bishop of  E a s t e r n  Oregon and I beczme t h e  " p i l l a r "  of t h e  Ep i s copa l  Church. I 
was p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  A l t a r  G ~ ~ i l d ,  and was t h e  on ly  woman i n  t h e  s t a t e  5~ho was on 
t h e  B i shop ' s  Committee. (Af t e r  I marr ied  and moved t o  a  s m a l l e r  town, I he lped  
s t a r t  a  m i s s ion  group and we d i d n ' t  know t h a t  women, then ,  were n o t  a l lowed on 
t h e    is hop's Committee. They l e t  me remain.)  For y e a r s  I worked w i t h  t h e  
Episcopa l  Church and t h e  v e r y  yea r  t h a t  we inoved from t h e  sma l l  town t o  Salem, 
t h e  church I had he lped  s t a r t  was b u i l t .  

My s t u d i e s ,  I must add, had n o t  been conf ined  t o  t h e  Episcopa l  Church. I had 
read  Ennnett Fox, E rnes t  Holmes, Judge Troward, and had even s t u d i e d  w i th  t h e  
Ros i c ruc i ans .  \When 1 moved t o  Salem, I v i s i t e d  bo th  Episcopa l  Churches where 1 
f e l t  t h e  emphasis was more s o c i a l  t han  s p i r i t u a l ,  s o  - -  f o r  a  t ime  - -  I church-  
hopped. I even a t t e n d e d  some Ba ' ha i  mee t ings  which I thoroughly en joyed ,  y e t  I 
f e l t  more C h r i s t i a n  t h a n  t hey .  A P.E.O.  f r i e n d  i n t roduced  m e  t o  Woodland Chapel 
b ~ h i c h  was a  R e l i g i o u s  Sc i ence  Church. The m i n i s t e r  was a  t h i n k e r ,  a  r e a l  s e a r c h e r  
f o r  T ru th ,  s o  I l i n g e r e d  h e r e  long enough t o  t a k e  t h r e e  y e a r s  of rnetzphysi.ca1 
ph i losophy .  A change i n  m i n i s t e r s  dampened my enthusiasm f o r  t h i s  church and more 
r e c e n t l y  I have a g a i n  been church-hopping. 



Virg in ia  Lee Hallock 

I have no apologies  f o r  my sus t a ined  search  f o r  Truth,  s ince  I know t h a t  my 
f i n i t e  mind cannot grasp the  u l t ima te .  One th ing  t h a t  f a s c i n a t e s  me i s  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  my Methodist m i n i s t e r  grandfa ther  became i n  h i s  mature yea r s  some- 
what of a  r e b e l .  I have i n h e r i t e d  p a r t  of h i s  l i b r a r y ,  and i n  i t  I found 
a two volume s e t  e n t i t l e d  The His to ry  of t he  Warfare of Science and Theology. 
This  book s t a t e d  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  had s e t  sc ience  back 1560 years--and accord-  
i n g  t o  the  notes  and underscoring,  my grandfa ther  bel ieved t h i s .  I have read 
t h e  f i r s t  volume and I came t o  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  Methodist m i n i s t e r  
grandfa ther  had been s tuck  wi th  the  b e l i e f s  of h i s  youth. He would have been a  
h e r e t i c  t o  vo ice  from h i s  p u l p i t  what he a c t u a l l y  be l ieved .  He died be fo re  I 
was born. How I wish I might have known him. How I wish he might have known 
THE URAhTTIA BOOK. The Hi s to ry  oi: the  Warcare of Science and Theology was a  
wonderful forerunner  f o r  ny s tudy of THE U U K ' I ' I A  ROOK. I would lovc t o  para- 
phrase i t  f o r  popular reading.  I ' m  su re  t h e  copyright  has run out  s i n c e  i t  
was published i n  t h e  lS90 ' s .  I t  i s  so  up- to-da te ,  y e t  so a t  odds with t r a d i t i o n -  
a l  r e l i g i o n .  I have long r e a l i z e d  how man-oriented and man-made churches a r e .  
The wide v a r i e t y  of denominations i n d i c a t e  the  d iscrepancies  of C h r i s t i a n  i n t e r p r e t -  
a t i o n .  I t r u l y  be l i eve  t h a t  those  of us  who a r e  p r iv i l eged  t o  have found THE 
URANTIA BOOK, can by example and demonstration r evo lu t ion ize  r e l i g i o u s  thought 
without  p r o s e l y t i z i n g .  Bel ieve me when I s e e  t h a t  someone i s  ready, I ' l l  be t h e r e  
t o  he lp .  

I am n o t  s o r r y  f o r  my searching  and my studying.  A l l  these  years  of va r ious  church 
experiences and omniverous s tudying  have paved the  way f o r  my acceptance of THE 
URANTIA BOOK. The book t h a t  Marion l e n t  me, by the way, had belonged t o  Eelen 
Steen ~ihoin J u l i a  Fenderson knew we l l .  Helen ' s  son had given i t  t o  Marion along 
wi th  o t h e r  books from He len ' s  l i b r a r y .  I ' m  happy t o  say t h a t  l la r ion  has i t  back. 
I have my o ~ m  book AILTD Concordex and a s tudy guide.  

Fly search  i s  over ,  bu t  TfiE UMNTIA BOOK w i l l  be an inf luence  i n  guiding and d i r e c t -  
i n g  me i n  my work a s  a  seminar consu l t an t  and l e c t u r e r .  The 2S s ta tements  of human 
philosophy on pages 556 and 557 of THE UlU.P?TIA EOOK were a l r eady  p a r t  of my ph i los -  
ophy. I have a c t u a l l y  used (before  I ever  saw THE U U X T I A  BOOK) No. 6 i n  p u t t i n g  
on seminars f o r  bus iness  and government. 

My l i f e  w i l l  be b e t t e r  and f a r  more e x c i t i n g  f o r  having found THE URANTIA BOOK, 
o r  - -  thanks t o  Marion - -  f o r  i t s  having found me. 



ELDRED COCKIKG 
498-C C a l l e  Caciiz 
Laguna H i l l s ,  CA 92653 

HOW I FOUND THE URAiiTIA BOOK 

I n  t h e  f a l l  of 1959, I picked up a copy o f  t h e  URANTIA Book wh i l e  browsing i n  a 
Chicago books to r e .  I n  t h e  n e x t  f i v e  o r  t e n  minutes  I perused t h e  t a b l e  of c o n t e n t s  
and read  a  few random samplings  o f  t h e  t e x t .  I concluded t h a t  t h e  book was p robab ly  
j u s t  a n o t h e r  occu l t -me t aphys i ca l  p roduc t ion .  I s e t  t h e  book down on t h e  d i s p l a y  
t a b l e  and b r i e f l y  wondered i f  i t  would be worthwhile  t o  buy and s t a r t  r e ad ing  t h i s  
s i z e a b l e  and weigh ty  volume c a r r y i n g  a  book t i t l e  of which I had neve r  even hea rd .  

The nex t  day I r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  bool:store w i t h  no doubt i n  my mind. I had d e f i n i t e l y  
dec ided  t o  buy and read  t h e  URANTIA Book. I t  was a  d e c i s i o n  which was t o  deep ly  
i n f l u e n c e  my t h i n k i n g  and a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  y e a r s  ahead.  What were t h e  de t e rmin ing  
f a c t o r s  behind t h i s  d e c i s i o n ?  Why was I w i l l i n g  t o  pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  s t r a n g e  
book? From whence came t h e  u r g e  t o  become acqua in t ed  w i t h  the c o n t e n t s  of t h i s  
l eng thy  t r e a t i s e  by c m l p l e t e l y  unknown a u t h o r s ?  

A f t e r  more t han  two decades  o f  r e ad ing  and t h i n k i n g  about  The URANTIA Book and i t s  
amazing message,  I have  l i t t l e  doubt  t h a t  s p i r i t u a l  guidance was t h e  d e c i s i v e  
f a c t o r  i n  f i n d i n g  aad s t u d y i n g  The U W T I A  Book, j u s t  a s  it was t h e  same l e a d i n g  of 
s p i r i t  which i n f l u e n c e d  my human mind t o  p e r s i s t  i n  a q u e s t  f o r  t r u t h  over s e v e r a l  
decades  b e f o r e  encoun t e r i ng  and r e c e i v i n g  t h e  r e v e l a t o r y  message of  The URANTIA 
Book. 

During t h e  long q u e s t  f o r  menta l  and s p i r i t u a l  en l igh tenment  I encounte red  much 
recorded  i n f o r m a t i o n  about  t h e  l i v e s  and t h i n k i n g  of s p i r i t u a l  t e a c h e r s  and l e a d e r s ,  
ph i l o sophe r s ,  t h e o l o g i a n s ,  and s c i e n t i s t s .  Most of t h e s e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  and t h e i r  
w r i t i n g s  were i n t e r e s t i n g ,  a few were i n s p i r i n g ,  bu t  - w i t h  one excep t i on  - none 
of them were bo th  i n s p i r i n g  and convinc ing .  That  excep t i on  was J e s u s  o f  Raza re th  
a s  revealzc;  i n  t h e  New Testament and i n  my t h i n k i n g  about  him. 

The problem abou t  J e s u s  was t h e  f ragmenta ry ,  incomplete  b i b l i c a l  r e co rd  o f  h i s  l i f e  
and t e a c h i n g s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t 1 1  t h e  ~ ! t u l t i p l i c i t y  of s e c t a r i a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of h i s  
message.  I b e l i e v e d  t h a t  J e s u s  was t h e  g r e a t e s t  f i g u r e  i n  human h i s t o r y ,  even 
though I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  I unders tood  a l l  t o o  l i t t l e  of h i s  message and i t s  imp l i ca -  
t i o n s .  I longed t o  know more about  t h i s  mys t e r i ous  Son of God. 

Thc URANTIA Book was a  marvelous  answer t o  my f e l t  need f o r  more en l igh tenment  
abou t  J e s u s  and h i s  heaven lyFa ther .  And t h e  wea l t h  of a d d i t i o n a l  background 
i n fo rma t ion  abou t  t h e  cosmos and i t s  Crea to r  was tremenciously impre s s ive  anc! 
i l l u ~ n i n a t i n g .  Th i s  amazing t o u r  de f o r c e  revea led  a s tupendous cosmic c o o r z i n a t i o n  
i n  t h e  l i f e  and t e ach ings  o f  J e s u s  and h i s  program f o r  human s a l v a t i o n .  And s o  i t  
was t h a t  I d i s cove red  i n  t h e  URANTIA Book a  new r e v e l a t i o n  of J e sus  and a v a s t l y  
improved p r e s e n t a t i o n  of h i s  s av ing  message. 

I n  summary, a  p e r s i s t e n t  and uncomfortable  hunger f o r  t r u t h  i s  t h e  r e a l  exp lana-  
t i o n  of how I found t h e  UKAlVTIA Book and s t ayed  w i t h  i t .  S p i r i t u a l  guidance i n  
s a t i s f y i n g  t h a t  hunger  p repared  me f o r  t h e  new r e v e l a t i o n  and ensured  my accep tance  
of t h i s  g i f t  from God. 



Roger J. Abdo 
7933 Zelzah Ave. 
Resedai CA 91335 

HOW I FOUI;1) TEE 1JMKTIA I?I'.CCK 

M n d i n ~  t h e  U)ZAT!TIA book I s  t h e  culminat ion of lzsny years o f  s e a r c h i n g  
f o r  t r u t h ,  r e a l i t y  2-33. G o d .  I have explored r c l i g i o r ~ s ,  p h i l o s o p l ~ i  es 
and hundreds  o f  books ove r  a for- ty  y t a x  p e r j  03. hy c r e a t e s t  b l e c s i n g  
is i n  keeping a n  open mind i n  t h e  face o f  v a r i a t i o n s  of  religious 
p r a c t i c e ,  pre judice  and even s u; ~rs t i . ^ t j .ons ,  

I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e s e ,  my a t t i t u d e  remained focused on t h e  u l t i m a t e  t r u t h ,  
God. But even though I was accept,ing Jesus, t h e  T r i n i t y  doctr ine  seened 
hazy arLd i n  need o f  nuch e x p l a m t i o a .  

The URAHTIA book h a s  opened a clear 1:ath f o r  me t o  fo l l c i r ,  g i v i n g  me a 
renewed sure;e cf v i t a l i t y  and assurance t h a t  what I arii seazxhing f o r  is 
wi th in  ny grasp. 

I f o ~ m d  t h e  UHhl';TIA book first by accl.dental. ly f i n d i n g  t h e  Concord-ex wi th  
its bxsic leadicg q u c s t i c n s  on t h e  face of t h e  2 , x k e t .  

I b o u ~ h t  t h e  C c ~ c o n i e x  r i g h t  cn khc spot ~113. 3fie-r. f o u r  days  o f  i n t c i i s i v e  
1 ?..\ l,I!'i scarcl~ f i r ~ a l l y  founc! a boo:; s tore  -hi-!; a c t c d . l y  I r e ~ t  copies of  t h e  CD'"-' 

booIi i n  s tock .  A l l  t h e  04chc-r3 promised deli .vc~-y fro.ii tr;o t o  f o u r  \{celis. 
I even c a l l e d  Chicago loil;: distr-;.nce t o  the hone office and ihey could only 
promise a t ~ o  week b e l i v e r y ,  

\,'hen I found t h e  book I r:zs n o t  aware o f  t h e  t!onrJerful group of U2ANTIAXS 
t h a t  precede c e  and o f f e r  n e  a s s i s t a r i ce ,  f r i e n d s h i p  aid feedback. I am 
very f o r t u n a t e  and blessed axla eager t o  share my discovery vith o t h e r s .  



B e v e r l e y  J. ?)!old 
Arroyo 73 i  rway U64 
42751 F l o r i d 2  Ave. 
Hemet, CA 92343 

The IJl?AFI"k Rook a.nd I came t o g e t h e r  l a t e  i.n 1962. A co9y w a s  l o a x e d  t o  m y  
husbgnd by a R i v e r s i d e  County P 1 a n n i . n ~  J.ssocia. te o f  h i s  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  
d i ~ c u s : ;  i n ?  phi~l.o::o~h:i and re1 ic io r l  on t h n i  r !u~ch't?rea!:s. The f ric!nri h23 used  
UKANTIC. 8% a  r e f e r e n c e  boo1< i n  a c o u r s e  he took e:hile q e t t i n g  h i s  ene:lneering 
d e g r e e  2t USC i n  T,os A ~ ~ y e l c s .  I found o u t  l a . t e r  t h a t  i t  had been n l z z e d  i n  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  l i b ~ a r y  Sy J u l i a  Yencierson soon a f t e r  i t  was put'lisheci. So t h e  
r i p p l e s  o f  t h i s  epocha l  r e v e l ~ a . t i o n  puzhed o u t  t o  be  d i s c o v e r e d  5:; a t r u t h - s e e k e r  
who wns d e s i , p i n c  ~ z r k s  i n  R i v e r s i d e ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  So i t  was, t k 2 t  m y  h ~ . s b z n d  
brou$?ht t h i s  bi.g blue 2" t h i c k ,  f i v e  pound book 110.-.e an6 p u t  2';  on o u r  b e ~ s i d e  
n i g h t s t a n d  f o r  s0rr.e s h r e d  r e a d i n 5  b e f o r e  w e  went t o  c l c e p  sane n igPAt .  

I!e hzd a b u e ; ~  job,  2nd I was i n  c h a r g e  of' a  la.rce t h e r a c y  de?:?r.tmerit z t  ~ h z t  
was t h e n  ' r t ivcrs ide  C O E : ~ ~ ~ ' S  l a r g e s t  c e n e r a l  a c u t e  hoso-i tz.1, \;$ti! f c ~ r  ?:.in 
t r e a  t n e n t  area:, i n  va.rious b u i l d i n g s ,  w i t h  q.ui.te a l a r y e  c t z f f  o f  t ??e ra .n i s t s  
and t r a i n e d  v o l u n t e e r s .  1 f e l t  I wanted s o 3 e t h i n r  n o t  t o o  heavy b u t  c r i o ~ i n g  
and. e d v c z t i o n a l  b e f o r e  c a l l  i.ng it a day-- l ike  a n  J r v i n ~  F; t o n e  novel--2nd s:?zil!. 
enough t o  h o l d  i n  one hand--not ti 3037 pa?;e ga..cgantuan co l l ec ' , io r ;  o f  r ' 7 a . o ~ r s "  
seemirigly a i l thored by "outer-s?acetf  e n t i t i e s . ,  .*. Gut I thougY~t--~.~:ell, l e t ' s  
g i v e  i t  a. t , r y .  It w a s  my turn t o  rea.:l and 7: l e t  t h e  book open \:here it i ~ o u l d .  

It s p r e ~ d  ogen a t  the p l a c e  where i t  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  e a r t h  b e i n g  p?o?led by r e d ,  
ye l low,  bl.v~e, oranr;t., p e e n  and i n i l l s o  ra.r:cs! : :e l l . .  . . . w e  sur::i.irec! t i - , i s  might. 
$E? h c t t e r  t h a n  I r v i n g  Si,o?e, Clrson l!;ells, m i 3  a fc:,! other:: cr?llc;c+,ive!.y. ,Yo 
we s t 2 r - t e d  a t ,  t h e  bc~;in:-iin;r. .:!e were gite-..tljr j~ns:zi~r.ed and tkiri!l_e:i 3.1 the 
en].ar$<.:k c o r ? c e ~ t  of 7-od--:iir, !:aJ6ure 2nd ,LA-C;i;:-ibutc:: 2,s FCI f'ori!l i n  'ike f i r s t  
t h r e e  p z ~ e r s .  It was l i k e  put,tin;l. flec'r? 2nd s k i n  oli i;hc b a r e  s 2 e l e t o r ;  p i c t u r e  
~ u t l . ~ n e  i n  t h e  B i b l e .  

. ,. C f t e n  7: ka.ve r e a d  tk.9 f i r s t  and Izs t  >arts c f  a, boo2 t o  s e e  1: Ir !.:apt t o  m 2 . d  
t h e  i n  be tveen .  So 7;ie t u r n e d  t o  P a r t  'IV t o  resri  ~ b o u t  t h e  se-vent‘.: inca . rn? t i . - r .  
o f  o u r  IJniverse  C r e a t c r  c o ~ n i n ~  t o  t h i s  e a r i h ,  :is 2 z o r t - ? l ,  t o  d e r ? r ~ n s t r z t e  by 
h i s  l i f e  a::d teach!n,?.s t h e  t r u e  '~.r.i_ll, of C:\i an.! h i s  r;3.rly r,tt?:<.c:r?i:t.c.z, 2s r iea~l : ;  . . as m o r t a l s  a r e  a b l e  t o  crasn. It was a.bout Chris-L:r.z:- tir:e, a.::.j reqc lnc stbczt 
t h e  1,ove and Compassion o f  ?,-ichz-el f o r  His c r e a t e d  c r e a t u r e s  1;;:;s v e r y  -touc?:ir.-.r+. 

It d i d n ' t  seem t o  r x t t e r  "viho wro te  t.he CT<&JJTIA I?oo'.r?" (As so  r.?n:r oeop le  kzxe 
'T - asked me s i n c e ) .  i 'ut  as we l-ea:! i t  ceei?qd t o  be t:rLe 7~1~i;;. , f i l l e 5  ~1.1 

t h e  g;tps ar,d u.nans:;ered s p z c e s  i n  t h e  T,.ible a,houi; t n e  o f  Jc"su3, b , i s  e;;y.'.i.;ly,: . . 
fc?.rnily, y/:hz,t he  d i d  i n  t h o s e  ' k i s s  jng y e a r s "  b e f o r e  he  s t a r - i ~ c i  hj d i r e ? $  ~l::..s Lry 
t o  h i s  chosen <Lisc i ;n les  and t h e  r n u l t i t i ~ d e s  of h i s  t i s o .  Ar.3 z r  r;ar?.y c t k r l '  
q u e s t i o n s  ..:;ere ansv;ercd i n  s i n o l e ,  gri.?pi n z  lang;~+ye; 2nd :;et 1 it.er;:.!':: fnr::. 
w a s  s o  e1o~uen-k.  UPSlKTIL ~ . ~ - t - i e  t h e  rr,essa.;<e of J e s u s ,  s o  sl...:e tc?y :l.r.i :ibbr~',~l-: tcr i  
i n  t h e  3 i b l e ,  come a l i v e  i n  a v i b r a n t ,  r;..er,nin,yul 1;:z:r. I t  cT?y:c d i r e c ? . i . ~ ~  f o r  
everyday  p r e s e n t  l i v i n g ,  2nd i t  made t h e  t e a c h i n g s  oT t h e  ~ ? . i > l e  s o  milch rr.o:*c 
understandab1.e too.  



O u r  s p i r i t  guides w e r e  l ov ing ly  and g e n t l y  l e a d i n s  us on, f o r  we d iscovered  
t h a t  so1P.e friends i n  E ive r s ide  had a l s o  found t h e  UXANTIA book t h r o ~ i g h  a 
" N e w  Age" s tudy group. They hsd g o t t e n  a n o t i c e  from Georgia Gecht ,  then 
s e c r e t a r y  o f  the F i r s t  Umnt la  Soc ie ty  of Los Angeles ,  o f  a meeting t h e  
first Sunday of t h e  month t o  be he ld  a t  a h ~ n k  i n  Culver C i ty .  We all went 
t o  f i n d  o u t  no re  about  the URAiiTIk book from t he%,  

J u l i a  Fendcrson uas  a t  t h e  door,  along w i . t h  ot .hers,  warmly greeting and 
rn i n t roduc ing  people. l h e  meeting wa,s very  i n s p i r i n g ,  the h o s p i t a . l i t y  s o  

warm a.nd sincere--and no c o l l e c t i o n  pl.ate wa.s passed.: \ie r e t u r n e d  many 
t imes  and soon s t a r t e d  a s tudy group i n  Rivers ide .  

It xas t h e  beginning o f  what is now nenr ly  a, twenty-year a s s o c i a t i o n  with 
FUSLA, myriads o f  a s s o c k i t i o n s  wiih Uh!I.,TIA CRCTII~!?,!iOOU a l l  ove r  t h e  USA 
and o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  and deep sp i r l t , u a l  exper iences ,  w i t h  a n  expanding 
knowledge o f  t h e  journey t o  E t e r n i t y  as road-mapped i n  UR!J:TIA. 



Karen Jeppesen, 
1101 N 22nd S t . ,  
Council  B l u f f s ,  Iowa 51501. 

"Seek and Ye S h a l l  Find" 

The way I found t h e  book seems t y p i c a l .  I grew up i n  the  Lutheran Church. I 
was a  "Jesus freak" f o r  a  whi le ,  but  never  i n t e n s e l y ,  i t  was j u s t  fun. I asked 
a  l o t  of ques t ions .  The answers became c i r c l e s  a f t e r  a  while ,  so  I q u i t  ask ing .  

As a s e n i o r  i n  h igh  school ,  a  g i f t e d  teacher  introduced us t o  t h e  " t ru th"  of 
myth and t h e  falsehood of what we o f t e n  cons ider  f a c t ,  He then taught  us  Eas t e rn  
Rel ig ions  from t h e  i n s i d e ,  ( i n s t ead  of those  pagan hea thens) .  I d id  an indepen- 
dent  s tudy of re l i .g ion  f o r  an  Advanced Seminar. Though too ornery  t o  r e a l i z e  i t  
a t  t h e  time, my t eache r  was leading  me t o  understanding t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  many f a c e t s  
o f  personal  r e l i g i o u s  experience,  how each person i n t e r p r e t s  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  
longings and experience i n  l i g h t  of t h e i r  c u l t u r e  and c u l t u r a l  b e l i e f s .  
This  meant t h e r e  was a  " t ru th"  i n  r e l i g i o n s .  There was one th ing  t h a t  t i e d  a l l  
r e l i g i o n s  toge the r ,  making them more than  a  g i a n t  psychology de lus ion .  
What was t h i s  t r u t h ?  I t  was experienced. 

I became i n t e r e s t e d  i n  g e s t a l t  psychology, a s  expanded consciousness.  Then 
drugs,  then mysticism. J u s t  when I was s t a r t i n g  t o  g e t  i n  over my head a  f r i e n d  
t o l d  me, "I know a  book you might be i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  I t ' s  t he  h i s t o r y  of e a r t h ,  
w r i t t e n  by beings beyond time and space." 

Study and experience t o l d  me t h i s  f a n t a s t i c  s tatement  was probably t r u e  and might 
even be the  key. For by now I had seen t h a t  whi le  a l l  r e l i g i o n s  had t r u t h ,  some 
contained more t r u t h  than o t h e r s .  I n  my mind t h e r e  was a t r i a n g l e  of t r u t h  wi th  
some r e l i g i o n s  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  top,  o t h e r s  near  the  bottom, but none a t  t h e  peak of 
t r u t h .  I thought maybe t h e  t r u t h  was beyond vihat we might know on e a r t h .  
My i n t e l l e c t  was prepared,  s o  too  was my soul .  

My f a i t h f u l  Thought Adjus ter  had been encouraging me t o  prayer  and worship, though 
I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  i n  a  personal  God a t  t h a t  time. 

A couple days l a t e r  I went t o  t h e  bool<store wi th  a  f r i e n d ,  where I had been t o l d  
I could f ind  t h i s  UEVJYTIA (Earth)  Book. As I was paging through t h e  t a b l e  of 
con ten t s ,  another  wornan came i n  t o  look a t  the  book. I was so  exc i t ed  t o  meet 
another  URANTIAN. Soon I asked a  l o t  of ques t ions ,  how she caine t o  f ind  the  
boolc, e t c .  Her b r i e f  and meaningful r e p l i e s  astounded me m d  made me more 
cu r ious .  She s a i d  she would be having a  meeting of a l l  t he  Iowa Ci ty  URANTLANS 
i n  two weeks and the  a rea  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  would be the re .  A f t e r  such a  r evea l ing  
coincidence I bought the  book, reading  i t  t h a t  surmner. I rernember so  v i v i d l y  
walking i n t o  the  UMNTIA ga the r ing  two weeks l a t e r .  The atmosphere was so  h igh  
I f e l t  l i k e  I was walking two f e e t  o f f  t he  ground. A t  f i r s t  I was very  suspic ious .  
Are they l i k e  Sc iento logy,  wanting money, w i l l  they warp my mind, l i k e  t h e  pseudo 
sc i ences  I had s tud ied?  None of t h i s  happened. 

Every day more doubts and f e a r s  f a l l  t o  t h e  t r u t h s  of l i v i n g  a s  revea led  i n  the  
URANTIA Book. P r a i s e  God. 



G. Walstrom 

Box 135 

Atascadero, CA 93422 

Age 81. 

HOW I FOUND THE URANTIA BOOK 

Some boys used t o  come t o  the  canyon where we l ived  i n  Colorado t o  l i s t e n  

t o  some o c c u l t  l e c t u r e s  on Sundays, and a s  we l ived  13 mi les  from Cas t l e  

Rock, t h e r e  was nowhere t o  g e t  a  meal, so  we i n v i t e d  them t o  our house f o r  

dinner  a f t e r  t h e  morning l e c t u r e .  They were s tuden t s  i n  Boulder Un ive r s i ty .  

They had gone t o  t h e  Denver URANTIA Socie ty  and were t a l k i n g  about i t ,  and 

one Sunday i n  J u l y  1956, Roger Darnel l  brought the  URANTIA BOOK a l l  wrapped 

up l i k e  a  box of candy. 

Well, I s t a r t e d  reading i t ,  and by the  end of  the  year  I had f in i shed  i t .  

So a f t e r  m e ,  Marie,my wife read i t  too,  and then we asked Roger t o  br ing  

t h r e e  more books, which we soon s o l d .  Af te r  t h a t  we s t a r t e d  order ing  the  

books i n  10-book l o t s .  So a  few of us would g e t  together  f o r  a  U E I N T I A  Eook 

reading once a  week. From then on we always kept some books. 

Through the  years  we have d i s t r i b u t e d  over 70 URANTIA Books. 

Marie made heavy p l a s t i c  covers f o r  a l l  the  books t o  save the  f l y  covers 

and the  reading on them. Dear Marie,she i s  now on the Mansion Worlds. 

Note: Gus Walstrom i s  now on t h e  Mansion Worlds with "Dear Marie." 



Marilyn Hauch 
14866 E. Caspian P lace  
Aurora, Co. 80014 

As an a d u l t  1 had become i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  s tudy  of music and had taken l e s sons ,  s o  
I had v o ~ ~ e i l  that when ;ry ch i ld ren  were i n  sciwol and s u f f i c i e n t l y  indenendent,  I 
would go Sack t o  co l l ege  and t ake  music courses.  I n  1358 we moved t o  V i r g i n i a  Reach, 
a n o c c a s i o n  which caused me t o  look c?.f:ain t o  ay goals  2nd s i n c e  t h e r e  w a s  a. small 
co l l ege  near  and the  t i n e  seemed r i g h t ,  I e n r o l l e d  i n  freshnan courses  i n  t h e  Irusic 
Department. 

During Chr is t~nas  vacat ion  my h u s b a ~ d ,  31rss, hzd t a lked  me i n t o  g o l n s  \:ith him t o  
v i s i t  t h e  A.R.E. Foundation a t  V i rg in la  Re~.cli, t h e  old Edczr Czsey S.nata.rium which 
looks out  upon t h e  At l an t i c  Ocean. I had, as  a ma.tter of p r i n c i p l e ,  avoided such 
p laces ,  not  because I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  almost a n y t h i w  <.s poss ib le ,  b u t  s i r p l y  because 
i t  wasn ' t  m y  cup of t ea .  There must be a hundred f rauds  f o r  every one t r u t h  i n  t h e  
psychic and h e a l i n g  c l a i n s .  However, Russ p e r s i s t e d  on t h e  basis that >re oved it t o  
ourse lves  t o  s e e  something unique ril;ht i n  our hone area. 

While a t  t he  ?oundai,ion, I learned t h z t  t h e r e  was a l a r g e  l i b r a r y  o f  unusua l  books 
dea l ing  i n  psychic pheno2enon, fo r tune  t e l l i n g ,  p red ic t ion ,  a s t r o l o ~ j ,  r e i i ~ i o u s  
p l ~ i l o ~ o p h y ,  e t c . ,  e t c .  There \;as a l s o  a book s t o r e ,  and while t h e r e  I b o u ~ h t  2 
couple of  books f o r  Chr is tnzs  p resen t s .  9uss v.rxote a check f o r  then  and we l e f t .  
That, i t  seemed, was t h a t .  

By t h e  end of  t h e  school  year  I knew t h a t  an occupation i n  mnsic was not  f o r  me. 
I had  been hold ing  o f f  on ~cknowledging t h e  f a c t ,  but  on the  day I re turned froin 
my l a s t  f i n a l ,  I had t o  exanine what I had been p s h l . ~ . g  asid.e. I was q u i t e  d i s -  
courzged t h a t  t h i s  long-held drearn was not  v a l i d  a.nd i n  the  course of  my mental. 
c i r c l e s  I excla ined ,  '".!el:, God, what m J uc;~p~:cd -t;o do?" 

The phone ran?:. The wovan on t h e  o t h e r  end of  t h e  l i n e  infor~zed. rrie th2.t she  vas 
c a l 1 i . n ~  from the  i;.F,.Z. book shop and t.!:r,t t h e  chcc!.: n!y hu.sb..;.r,c! had vr i t2 ;en  back 
i n  Deceaber (soze f i v e  nonths before)  hr.d been do?ted 1965 inste2.d of 1,:60.. I xzr 
emtixrrazsed an3 nrornised that I :z'ould g e t  r i g h t  i n  the  car 2r.d co!;le o?rt t o  ; , :ri te 
h e r  a new anci good check. 11: f i v e  ~rionths s11e had r!ot been a b l e  t o  f-i.r.3 ne a t  hone 
because 1 vas a t t e n d i q c  c l  asses .  

On t h e  way t o  the  "oun4ation 7 thought over wh2.t; I had sa id ,  and what had happnne?. 
I decided s i n c e  i hzd asked, 1 ought t o  s e e  i f  I had received en cnsxer.  T5e on ly  
t h i n g  I could th ink  o f  doix i n  connection with A.H.K., ~ x s  t o  jo in  t h e  l i b r a r y  as 
a,n a s s o c i a t e ,  and s t a r t  reading. 

idhenever I went over t o  t h e  l i b r a r y  t o  r e t u r n  2nd take  out  more books, T -*rent t h r o v ~ h  
a l i t t l e  r o x t i n e  o f  renindlng myself of  whst had happened, 2nd of  oreparin,? 2. very 
open s t a t e  of minc! a s  1 scanned t h e  shel.ves. I chooce books beca~ i se  they  hzd p r e t t y  
covers ,  o r  tiere on a sub jec t  t h a t  j ~ n t e r e s t e d  me o r  tnst I k~ec:  no thin^ about. I 
purcued i n t e r e s t i n g  s u ' ~ j e c t s  and discarded a l o t  of  t r a shy  or,es. I b e r m  t o  wonder 
why 211 those  " i n s ~ i r e c i ' !  pcople could no t  w r i t e  i n  s i n p l ~ e  tinderst;,mda.ble 4he:l.ish. 
Apparently, t h e i r  j n s p i r a t i o n  d i d n ' t  extend th5.t fa. I r e x i  -eat p r e c i i c t i o ~ s ,  
Bu ddh i s t  ghilosophy, and t h e  a.rt of  .crying. A l o t  o f  i t  wa,s oSvious and !]reten- 
t i o u s  fakery ,  and s0r.e of i t  was i n t o r e s t i n g .  By f a l l ,  I was a v e t e r a n  of t h e  cay3 
c a t a l o s  and a t r a i l  of re ferences .  



Marilyn Hzuch 

ASout t h i s  t ime I read a book by a psychic who l i v e d  about t he  time of  51orld ';!ar I 
and t h e  subsequent past-war period. lle had j.n t h e  appendix o f  h i s  book (whose name 
I cannot remember) an nccount o f  a major v i s i o n  o r  whatever. The main c h a r a c t e r  i n  
t h e  v i s i o n  was "?Jrania1', a , ~ o d d e s s  descr ibed  :s a daq;h ter  of heaven an3 e z r t h  -- 
of t h e  sun and t h e  moon. I w2.s  f z -n i l i a r  wi th  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  pantheon ( th?nks t o  f o u r  
yea r s  of  L a t i n  i n  h i c h  school)  a:ld t h i s  wao  an  unconvcn-ti.onal p o r t r a y a l  of Urania. 
She i.s u s u a l l y  one of t h e  Fine I'uses, t h e  f;odd.ess of t h e  heaven and xstronomy. 
Anyway, t h e  a u t h o r ' s  descr j .p t ion  s o  i n t e r e s t e d  me t h a t  I tiished t o  look up nore  on 
t h e  s u b j e c t  of Urania. I t r o t t e d  back t o  the  A.R.E. l i b r a r y .  

The ca rd  c a t a l o g  contailled only  one book under t h e  l e t t e r  "U", UFUhTIA, T I E  BOOK. 

Only one UWiT:TIA, T I 3  3COK was contained i n  t h e  l i b r a r y .  And t h a t  was i n  r e f e r e n c e  
and could n o t  be tdcen  out .  I climbed up t h e  s t e p  s t o o l  t o  reach  i t  ( f o r  i t  w a s  on 
t h e  t o p  s h e l f )  2nd almost f e l l  o f f  \;hen t h e  weight of  ''Big Blue" nade i t s e l f  'r:nor,~n. 
That a f te rnoon,  I sat at one of  t h e  oak t a b l e s  and c:?e. of tile o& (hard)  c h s i r s  and 
s t a r t e d  i n  on t h e  "Foreuard". I ' m  no t  a f r a i d  t o  read  long  books b e t  i t  d i d  s t r i k e  
me t h a t  i t  \:as going t o  t eke  n;e s e v e r a l  I . ifc+tines t o  g e t  through a book of  t h z t  s i z e  
and s o l - i d i t y  (no p i c t u r e s )  i f  I could only  spend a few hours a 7;:eeB on it. I put  
"Big B1u.e" back a.nd continued my c h ~ n c e  encounter  wi th  I.ii;er:iture. 

About t1!o weeks l a t e r  I approzched t h e  check-out desk with ny 7;1eelcly se lec t ior? .  
There on t h e  c a r t  o f  v o l ~ ~ m e s  t o  go on t h e  she lves ,  w a s  a. w i i e  b l u e  book. The 
l i b r a r i a n  inforiaed me t h a t  they  l.1a.d. g o t t e n  a second copy so  t h a t  one coulci go on t h e  
c i r c u l a t i o n  she lves .  I hzd seen it twice  and I decided T ought t o  check i t  out .  
And t h i s  t ime I g o t  beyond t h e  "T'ore~~a,rd.". -- 
Because i t  was from a l i b r a y  I paced myself a t  a paper  a d2.y t o  z e t  through it. 
The l i b r a r i a n  allowed me t o  renew i ~ t  a s  l ong  a.s no one w a s  on t h e  t:aj.tiriy l i s t  f o r  
i t .  By Xove:~ber I hed ordered my o m  book f r o x  Chicago, and I f i n i s h e d  the  t"ozx.tk: 
s e c t i o n  i n  my o>m book. A s  I read it; I kne. ..: it  w a s  wh9.t i t  saiC,  Tt was  2s tho~:::il 
T had been d e l i b e r a t e l y  pr.i;cr-d on the  o t h e r  r e z l i ~ g -  so  I :.iould have soxe si:nil?-r 
matcria.1 f o r  con?pctrison. A s  far  as I wzs 2nd LV concerned, t t e r e  i s  none. (no 
corap:ir l r  on. 

\:'e 1.i.ved j.n T i i r g F ~ i a  Tiez.ch f o r  anot.her seven-a.:zd-a.-hsIf yezrc 2.36 ? never  foulrl 
another  r eade r  except  3.; irarnily mei;:bnrs i o  iihoz I I'ntrcduced t h e  book. Tn 1.S)76 
when I f i n a l l y  c o t  t o  C h i c g o  I met o t h e r  r eade r s  at 5 5 3 ,  tile f i r s t  bes ides  :ny 
faz l i ly  1 had t a l k e d  t o  about t h e  book. T have been readi:?:; 1;.nc! dir:cussi:f?g i t  ever  
s i n c e ,  but  I ;i,~i", happy t o  r e p o r t  I have niany r eade r s  t o  t a l k  t o  anci s h x e  v i . th  no1:;. 



. 
STEPIIEN ItEQLiA 
'nos 4 2 6 1  
Stanford,  CA 94305  

HOME T O  FATHER 

A s  a col lege  sophomore  I r e m e m b e r  ponderi.ng t he  word  "God", I cou ldn ' t  th ink 
what i t  should m e a n .  It s e e m e d  jus t  a \vord, with no r e f e r e n t ,  a n  inven t ion  of man .  
How could people  even ta lk  about  "Cod"? 

T h e n  I r e m e m b e r  hea r i ng  the idea  t ha t  God is abscond i t e ,  hidden. He  i s  nothing 
ident i f iable ,  One could only s a y  what  he  i s  not. S o r t  of a  black hole  i n  s p a c e ,  
maybe .  But what  u s e  was  tha t?  I  d idn ' t  c a r e  enough t o  think. 

Then  I got i n t e r e s t e d  i n  E a s t e r n  thought-  - i n  B r a h m a n  and a t rna ,  m a n  m e r g i n g  wi th  
the  u n i v e r s e  oves  sou l  th rough  conternplat i  on and se l f - ident i f ica t ion with dei ty .  
Tha t  m a d e  a  l i t t le  m o r e  s e n s e  to  rne. But  with i t  I  t h r e w  out the idea  of any  
spec ia l i zed  de i ty  a t t r i bu t e  of J e s u s .  J e s u s  w a s  j u s t  a highly deve!oped mczn of 
ins ight .  W e  w e r e  a l l  equa l  s o n s  of God. TVhat could b e  s o  s p e c i a l  czbout J e s u s ?  

My next s t e p  p roved  m o r e  f rui t fu l .  I began  consul t ing t he  - I ---- Ching. I t s  philosopliy 
b e c a m e  my e th ica l  and n lo r a l  foundation. I d i s c o v e r e d  the  v.-isclorn of s e l f - r e s t r a i n t .  
I cul t jvated a s e n s e  of s p i r i t u a l  c en t e r .  I s a w  tha t  I w a s  t he  c r e z t o r  of m y  des t iny .  
I plugged m y  l i fe  l eaks .  Lly  l iving eff ic iency r o s e .  \'{ith a  b r o t h e r  I rcvi~:tc! a 
bus ine s s  of m y  e lde r l y  fa the r .  I  found the  young woman whom I wanted t o  I x a r r y .  
Providence s m i l e d  on rne. I  w a s  working \i.ith life. 

I had a r r i v e d  a t  a  point w h e r e  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  h a r m o n i z e  with l i fe ,  t o  knov: t he  u n i v e r s c  
wil l ,  was  m y  risi1:g intent .  In r e a l i t y  I w a s  s e a r c h i n g  fo r  God. I t  ~ ~ 2 s  h i s  c o s m i c  
eye  tha t  satv m y  need.  I  found t he  URANTJA Book. Thank  you J a y  N e v ~ b e r n !  F o r  a  
y e a r  I p icked a t  it .  

I t s  s ty le  en t r anced  m e -  - s t r a i gh t ,  f la t -out  d e c l a r a t o r y  about  t h e  m o s t  e n o r m o u s  
top ics ,  u n i v e r s e  0sgzni;:ation and de i ty  n l z~ i i i e s t a t i on .  I liked s i m p l e  s rxn tcnces  
with s i m p l e  t r u t h s ,  such  a s  God neve r  being sub j ec t  t o  s u r p r i s e .  I  w a s  i n t r i c a c d  
wi th  the  f o r e t a s t e  of those  thing.: which I ~vou ld  d i s c o v e r  when I r e a c h e d  P a r a d i s e  
and s e a r c h e d  t he  wr i t t en  record. :  c f  the  hegincing of th ings .  

It w a s  good s c i ence  f ic t ion,  a  gr: : s t o ~ y ,  s p a c e  a g e  d r a m a ,  and a m a s t e r p i e c e  of 
p r o s c ,  

But d e e p e r  c u r r e n t s  worked on n,. nd within me .  I r e a d  the f i r s t  c h a p t e r s  on the  
Godhead s imul taneous ly  with a dc.r i :rn~incd e f fo r t  t o  rap id ly  comple t e  t h e  J e sus  
sec t ion ,  to  unders tand  the  l ife and t e ach ings  of J e sus .  The i dea s  of God a n d  God- 
Man,  a n d  Son, F a t h e r - 3 r o t h e r ,  and C o d - F a t h e r  g rew within m e .  I r e v e r e d  
the  idea of God the  Unknoviable, the  -Absolute, descend ing  t o  God the  p e r s o n a l ,  into 
God-Man.  I r ~ v c l c d  in i t s  fact :  J e s a s  of N > : < a ~ c t h ,  Son of Cod,  Son  of h4~1:. 1iot.v 
pe r f ec t l y  r igl! t  f o r  t he  Infinite to  corne to  m a n  a s  man :  r i  dcsccnc!l:~~: So.; oi Loti 
o f f e r i ng  t11e helping hand,  man t o  Inan. It n-iade s e n s e ,  a  pericct jorl  of sc l isc .  God 
matic s ense .  1-Ie spoke to u s ,  a s  one of us .  How rigli t!  IIo\v n a t u r a l !  Ho\v beau t i fu l !  



This  itlca i sn ' t  new with tile URANTIA -- -- Book, of cou r se .  But the  i nca rna t ion  idea  had 
always been linked in m y  recol lect ion of Chr i s t ian i ty  with the a tonement:  C h r i s t  
crucif ied for our si l ls ,  the s ins  and guilt of the whoie v,rorld shifted onto a n  innocent  
l amb,  to be  crucif ied,  whose blood was  to  be shed to appease  the ru th l e s s  w r a t h  of a 
s t e r n  and inflexible God of jus t ice  and punishment.  Tha t  made me siclc. I w a s  
re l ieved and hear tened  to  find this  idea sifted out and d i sca rded  a s  a r e m n a n t  of  t he  
pr imi t ive  t r i b a l  supers t i t ions  and beliefs of t he  Hebrews ,  a n  a s s a u l t  upon the  p e r -  
fection of the divine love,  his unchznzing love. - 

The  URANTIA 3001i  finally makes  s e n s e  out of J e s u s  for  me. J e s u s  m a k e s  sense .  --- - 
I belicve him. And because  of h i m  I know something of the  F a t h e r .  t'lhat i s  God if 
not, a t  l e a s t ,  the  F a t h e r  of h i s  chi ldren? A F a t h e r  even a s  this  Son s o  po r t r ayed  
him. Yes, God i s  person.  \{:hat s e n s e  to  a worid of m e n  endowed ~ v i t h  persona l i ty ,  
free-\\rill, and deity asp i ra t ion?  i f  not t o  hera ld  the e v e r  ascending s c a l e  of p e r s o n -  
a l i ty  real izat ion-  -even to  the  ul t imate  d i scovery  of the  p r i m a l  persona l i ty ,  t he  
t e s t o w e r  of persona l i ty ,  the Ulliversal  F a t h e r !  

So, what i s  God to  m e  now? He i s  the  one e t e rna l  lseality. I-Te i s  my F a t h e r ,  who 
wil ls  the  well-being of a l l  h i s  chi ldren,  rizy b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  i n  s p i r i t ,  and he 
d e s i r e s  that  my will become a s  his will. 1-Ie i s  vrilat J e s u s  seys  he i s .  A s  a  child I 
was  r a i s ed  with sorne pr imi t ive  ideas  about h im,  a s  a student I r e j ec t ed  t h e m ,  and a s  
an adult ,  and a s  a  Urant ian  I accept  h i m  in h i s  t ruth .  I a m  a Chr i s t ian .  I am h i s  
faith son. 

I see.ho\v the \r,orld i s  in need, a s  was I i n  need cf a  r e f r e shened  Chr i s t ian i ty ,  s h o r n  
of i t s  paganisrn anti ixlstitutio:lal ba rnac l e s ,  i t s  she l l s  and skeletons of c r e e d s  and 
r i t e s  a n d  ru l e s ,  and eccl t . s ias t ica1 ticlcets to  heaven. I-Iow we have  \-qaitcd t h e s e  n e a r  
two-thousand y e a r s  for this  c lcansed m e s s a g e  with i t s  s imple  ca l l  t o  the  worsh ip  and 
love of; God in faith s e r v i c e  to  man. 

But I find even m o r e  than this  in the UR44P?TIA Book, It i s  the reso lu t ion  to  e v e r y  
theological  quzst ion I have eve r  enter ta ined.  I unders tand  the s o u r c e  of s in  in t he  
world (\vhich is  not our  r ac i a l  guil t) .  Above a l l ,  I s e e  a n  end t o  it.  It  i s  not f a r  off. 
I s e e  the c o s ~ ~ ~ i c  dral-na of the Son of God colne down to  the leas t  of his  wor lds ,  that  
none ~- i~igl l t  be lost .  I s e e  a  glor ious  dest iny for  those who join in  faith to  follow h i s  
cxamplc. I s e e  a  new age.  I s e e  Chr i s tendom reigning in the h e a r t s  o i  a l l  men. I 
s e e  UEANT1-4 reigning in the  heavens,  reborn .  JVe have a destiny.  A un ive r se  
beholds us .  

And,  mos t  important ly ,  w e  have work ~t  hand, to  the  fulfilllnent of which \7.re can  go 
in confidence that aught i s  in vain, that  each  vaguely percept ib le  s t ep  i s  orie l a s t i n 2  
s tep c l o s e r ,  that each day each v ic tory  of the divine through u s  i s  l as t ing ,  e t e rna l ,  
f r o m  the f i r s t ,  because  we have willed i t  so, and s o  believe.  

W e  go to inher i t  a never-ending a l~xays-expanding  univel.se, f i r m  in the faith that  
human s t r iving is  not in vain, that man i s  no mis t ake ,  that e te rn i ty  i s  o u r s  in S O  f a r  
ar; \src eve r  go for th  to  rece ive  it. Thank you F a t h e r .  Our  h e a r t s  runnet11 over .  

D le s s rd  i s  h e  wi,o r_o~n~-t ' ! l  
in the nanie of the  Lord !  

A m e n  



~3/\?'1<1CI;l I3L.',T.)ELL 
15213 72nd .  A v ~ .  N 
B o t h e l l  ,\.!ash. 98011 
206-488-3702 

In 1960, t h e  U k 4 N T I A  Book \vas f i r s t  b rough t  t o  my at tent ion by m y  h u s b a n d - t o - b e ,  
J e f f .  Eut  a t  tha t  t i m e  I w a s  not i n t e r e s t e d .  A f t e r  l v e  w e r e  m a r r i c d  m y  l i f e  was  
busy and  ful l ,  a c q u i r i n g  a co l l ege  d e g r e e ,  then  t each ing  for  two y e a r s .  N e x t  c a r n e  
r a i s i n g  a  f a m i l y  of  two ch i ld ren .  J e f f ' s  c a r e e r  r e q u i r e d  ~ z ~ o v i n g  f r e q u e n t l y  in  t h o s e  
f i r s t  s e v e n  y c a r s .  Dur ing  l h a t  t in le ,  I v:ould o c c a s i o n a l l y  pick up  the  UR-ANTLA 
Book, m o r e  out of c u r i o s i t y  t h a n  any th ing  e l s e ,  and r e a d  at  r a n d o m  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  
paragrap!l  o r  a f e w  pagcs .  At Chr i s tmas  and  E a s t e r  I would r e a d  t h e  a c c o u n t s  of 
t h e  b i r t h  and dea th  of J e s u s .  

In 1968, we p u r c h a s e d  a  h o m e  n e a r  a new,  small Congrega t iona l  c h u r c h .  T h e  
' m i n i s t e r  of tha t  church  Lvas the  c a t a l y s t  for the  changi .s  to t a l ~ e  p lace  i n  m y  r e l i g i o u s  
life. O\?e r  a p e r i o d  of a few months  i t  w a s  t h e  combina t ion  of )-,is s e r i n o n s  and  
c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  a n d  my o b s e r v a t i o n s  of  t h e  way t h a t  he lived 2nd c a r e d  f o r  o t h e r s ,  
that  awakened i n  me a g r o w i n g  h u n g e r  and  t h i r s t  f o r  knowl.cdge cf Jesus 2nd of Cod  
on a p e r s o n a l  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  level .  

And so, th i s  U R A N T L t  Bool;, which for  s o  Inany y e a r s  had been touched m o r e  of ten  
to be d u s t e d  than  t o  b e  r e a d  by me, was e a g e r l y  talcen fro112 t h e  shel f  and  r e a d  by a 
n e w  m e .  

Jeff Ya t t l e s  , Fh ,D, 
Box 31;7 
Berkeley, CA 9!+'?09 

Here is m y  s t o l y :  

A b u t  foux years  ago I was a grad11at.e s-tudont in ~ 3 L l o s o ~ ~ h y  at Lor thvc-s tem 
U11i.versity i n  liArarst,on, T!.1S.1-iois. L hzc? t h e  ~ l > p ~ r t . i : i i i . t y  to be hcst  f o r  a few 
days t o  a tcaci-ier of' T~~inscenc:tent.s I. 1~aiii.t;r:tion. I;i:.T5.1;2 crie o f  ou r  many dis- 
cuse ions  I ;sked. him, "I!ow does I l j d l a n  philoscpkiy r e l a t e  t o  t h e  t e a c h i n ~ s  of  
Jesus' i" IIc s a i d  l i t . t l e  but rnentiol;.sd the  U R A W I A  book. He explaj.nc2 t h a t  hc 
had t raveled to the Chicago aree pr=rtly i n  order  t.0 v i s i t  t h e  URA:;TI.4 r"o7u:ii- 
a t i o n ,  and h e  i n v i t e d  me t o  coce w i t h  !lira. I declined.  fie nade h i s  v i s i t ,  
said no.Lhing about it and l e f t  t h e  next day. 

Increas ingly  cur ious ,  I drove dohn t o  533 Di.versey Park.r;a.y, introduced myself  
and s a i d ,  "I uriclerstand that you put out  a boolr, and I 'c! l i k e  t o  s e e  it." 
Because it xas near ly  5 : 0 0  o'clock,  I only had time t o  reed t h e  t i t l e s  o f  t h e  
Fapers; I thanked t h e  lady and said, "I don ' t  thilzk I t ~ a n t  t o  spend $20 f o r  
that tcdky. " 

Tha t  n i g h t  I had e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  v i v i d  reco l lec t ions  of  t h e  t i t l e s  of  t h e  
Papers and determined t o  read t h e  book, So, t h e  next day I drove  down a e i n  
t o  t h e  Fou:!r!.3,t,ior. 2 . ~ 2  :i:;i:c:l t o  buy a copy. The 3.r~dy c.:.p?air.rfi, "This is a. . , 

buo:; of ; . \ . . i ln . - .q - . ' : - ,~~  ..,.J\ L . . . ~  <..L.L --,-? :ccli.-'; It, best .to rc:;[i l.." i '2 .c~ kt!;; ~ : . ~ . i  ti>\! , " 
CI 

And Lha t  is exactly what 1 did:  



Cather ine  Rice Jones,  
770 Lyon S t . ,  Apt, 610, 
S a n t a  A m ,  CA 92705 

I s t u d i e d  Self Real lxa t ion  Fe1lot~z~hl.p teachings  t h r e e  yea r s  and >izs ini t ia : ;ed 
i n t o  K3:i.y~ Ycga i n  I l e t r o i t .  The ~ a r t  t h s t  impressed me nos t  i n  t h e  mcdi ta t -  
i ons  was t o  "Go S t r ~ i ~ h t  To C;cd". I could. never go through a Gun!. Gveli then  -- . - I-- 
I f e l t  somethin,.; ni.ssl.ng. A s  Jesus  ~ r z s  no t  t h e  c e n t r z l  figure - only accepted  
as a n o t h e r  great Guru, 

I was badly i n  need of  r e a l  meaning t o  my l i f e .  I t r u l y  wanted a p a r t n e r .  T h e  
t h r e e  s o n s  were a l l  gm;m and lSvJng in o t h e r  parts of t h e  co1~nt~r-y. For  y e a r s  
I had longcd t o  Rove t o  Calj.Yorn3.a.. After l i v i n ~  19 years  i n  At l an ta  al;d 15 
y e a r s  3.n Chic;zgo, I zade tlie move west,. 1 had enjoyed a c e r t a i n  degree o f  
success i n  t h e  bus iness  wsrld, but  my g r e a t e s t  nccd was a s p i r i t u a l  one. 

Ky h e a r t  was heavy and I was s o  in need of  f ind ing  some answers i n  my l i f e  - 
when - one day - wai t ing  il; l i n e  t o  pay a t r r i f f i c  - t i c k e t ,  a very cfcrili-cut,, 
friendl:~ gentlernan,Ually %i,~J.ar ,eskerl  if I k3.d ever  heard. o f  the U:"bAn:;TIA EooI:. . . 
I r e p l i e d  "KO", but  his s i n c e r i t y  +;as s o  reel., J asked him s ~ n e  ques t ions .  1:e 

t o l d  m e  i.t w a s  a n  i n s p i r e d  w r i t i n g  which ~!oulld [!:ive me a l l  t h e  answers about  
c r e a t i o n  and. Lhc nature of God. I Jrnew t h a t  ~irhnt h e  u a s  s:+.ying was t rue.  That  
a f te rnoon I went t o  t h e  C o s t a  i\:e:.rr lil;rr!r.y :r.nci checi;ed ou t  t h e  book. I was al- 
niost r , tmck dc,:;n wi th  awe a t  t h o  mngnitwlc cf t h e  k ~ o ! i ,  

I bought  t h e  GZ"i!.ITl,A 30ok about a week I . ;~ ter .  T h a t  "3s been over  thre::! ycars 
ago ar,d I a:;] sti.11 il; a s p i r i t  of zi::e:sc?;nent o v e r  tl:e 'oeautii"u1 t . r u t h z  cont?ir;ed 
i n  - t h i s  lqas-te::~~iece. ]!ow bl.i..s:;cd I f e l t  . -. a-L I.!sv!'!.i;r i 2 th i s  reire2lc:i do ~ r - .  OU-i  of 
a11 the, : 2 i i l i ~ ; - , ~  0;' p ~ 3 p 1 2  il: 1.r0~1d :;e:t~.c?;j.r!,:: ?.n:3 hl-:n;ly I s o r  1-,ri:i-.h, i a .~!  
hc r l~ r< !d  at h-,irj.l:t; th:?: c? ap,s;.rers. lipr! can I ab:;ori. n.nd cc;np~i.hcnc! !:;ere - f~i.st. 
I t  see]?:: as tiloil;;h it u i l - 1  s o  Ran:: ye.3.x::; t o  f u l l y  s o r t  h l l  t . h i s  o u t  - but  
I knob1 I have a l l  -tl:\? Cilr ,e  in t h e  trorl<. A s  a ch i16  rLnd h e i r  of  Cod - 1 can Le - --.-----..---.--...--- 
a l l  ' ~ h i ~ ~ g s  - ant1 1 can t n ~ l y  ~ : : . C O X ~  puufeal, - OLE TEI!;C: AT A TT1:Z - bncacse l!Z 
t e l l s  c e  I can. 

I thank  l ia l ly  Z i g l a r  f o r  b e i n s  my r:lt..c;senger. 

P.S. 5. married Al len  Jones three nonths a f t e r  f i n d i n g  t h e  UFiA2,TSA Bock and he 
i s  a l s o  a reader now. 



1713 Westinghouse East  
San  Diego, (2, 9211.6 

A s  a C h r i s t i a n  m i n i s t e r  (nondcnorninat ional )  I w a s  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  a m o r e  c o m p l e t e  
def in i t ion  of s ? i r i t ,  both f o r  I-ny own en l igh tenment  a n d  a l s o  to find rrlorc s p e c i f i c  
infol*rnat io l~  f o r  a n o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n .  A s  d o c t r i n e  I had  been t augh t . t l i a t  s p i r i t  
$\.as s i m p l y  a n  ac t ivat ing f o r c e ,  but  I w a s  a w a r e  t h a t  the  o r ig ina l  G r c e k  and  H e b r e w  
w o r d s  had m c a n i n g s  tha t  a l s o  included q u a l i t i e s  of mind.  

In  the  La  J o l l a ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  publ ic  l i b r a r y ,  I piclied up  a copy of the  UKAh'TIA Book 
a n d ,  flipping :?aphazardl ) -  th rough  the  Fiagcs,  not iced a n u m b e r  of p a p e r s  d e i i n i c g  t h e  
F a t h e r ' s  s p i r i t  a s  a f r a g m e n t  o i  h i m s e l f  tha t  indwel l s  o u r  mind and  " a d j u s t s "  o u r  

t h o u g l ~ t s ,  

A f t e r  ge t t ing  t h e  boolc h o m e  and  s c a n ~ i n g  t h e  s i x t y - f i v e  page t a b l e  of c o n t e n t s  my 
d o c t r i n a l  prejudice a g a i n s t  the  v ~ o r d s  "Tr in i ty"  and "Evolution" a l m o s t  c a u s e d  l-ne t o  
pu t  t h e  book a s i d e  ~ v i t h o u t  r e a d i n g  f u r t h e r ,  thinking t h a t  i t  was p r o b a b l y  w r i t t e n  by a 
Ca tho l i c  aut .hor.  But m y  biaicf g l i lnpse  of the  Thouglit  r l d j u s t e r  s e c t i o n  r o u s e d  my 
curios;+.y enough t o  c o n s i d e r  what  "the opposi t ion ' :  had  t o  s a y  abou t  it .  I f e l t  t h a t  1 
should a t  l e a s t  be  f a m i l i a r  \vith t h e i r  viewpoint .  

h4y secoiid i r l lpres  s ion  a f t e r  not ic ing so111c of the a u t h o r s :  Divine C o u n s  e l o s ,  Uni- 
v e r s a l  C e n s o r ,  hj ighty h i e s s e n g e r ,  e t c . ,  was t h a t  p e r h a p s  it :sfas a R o s i c r u c i a n  
publ ica t ion s i n c e  t h e y  u s e  s o m e  r a t h e r  h igh sounding t i t l e s .  

S t i l l ,  m y  ob jcc t ivc  was  f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  r c g a r d l c s s  of the  s o u r c e  of the  in fo rmat ion .  
As I bc2an  readirig 2'10ut t h e  Thougiit Acl jus ters  I  g r a d u a l l y  bccarne  Ir lore a n d  I n o r c  
i m p ~ e s s  cd by the irienclly y e t  unquc i t ionab ly  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  to1.e of the  wr : t ing .  In 
f a c t  I found tllc ~ n a t c l - i a l  s o  b e l i e v s b l e  that  I dec ided  t o  s e e  whe ther  t h e  booli def ined 
T r i n i t y  i n  the  s t a n d a r d  vVray that  T r i n i t a r i a n s  a c c e p t e d  i t .  

Amrare tha t  m o s t  of  ~nan!:ind's knowledge i s  only p a r t i a l  a t  best, I d i s c o v e r e d  tha t  thc 
F a t h e r ,  Son, and S p i r i t  c a n  t r u l y  fu:lci-ion a s  a T r i n i t y  jus t  a s  Inany re l ig io l l i s t s  
be l ieve .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t in ie  m y  beiief  tha t  J e s u s  was  no t  t h e  second  p e r s o n  of t h i s  
T r i n i t y  was a l s o  c o n i i r m e d .  

S i m i l a r l y  t h e  new r e v e l a t i o n  c o r r o b o r a t e d  m y  belief  in t h e  d i r e c t  c r e a t i o n  of A d a m  
and E v e  while c o n v i n c i ~ ~ g l y  b roaden ing  m y  u n d c r s t a n d i ~ g  of ~ x a n ' s  e v o l u t i o n a r y  
beginnings oil t k i s  p lanet .  H e r e  aga in  opposing v iews  of sc ience  and r e l i g i o n  \ v e l - e  

both shon.11 to be p a r t i a l l y  c o r r e c t .  T h e  booi,:'s exp lana t ion  t>.at m a n  v;as t h e  f ina l  
r e s u l t  of a lofig s e r i e s  of sudden  muta t ions  tha t  "L i fe  C a r r i e r s "  in cooperation with 
clivjne s p i r i t  had d e s i g ~ ~ e d  a s  a n  i n h e r e n t  p a r t  cf the  o r i g i n a l  l i fe  imp!antat ior>s 
thoroughly  sa t i s f i ed  111-j t heo log ica l  logic.  

T h i s  ~ n u c h  e ~ i l i ~ h t ~ n m c n t  was suff ic ient  t o  overcolme t h e  o ther  t\vo o b s t a c l e s  t o  m y  
readi:lg the e n t i r e  b o o l ~ ,  F i r s t ,  i t  Lvas a n  unusua l ly  long book conta in ing rr,any 
sc ien t i f i c  espla113tions tha t  I thoug!lt p robab ly  wouldn' t  be  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  And 
seco:~cI, i t  1.r;nlllC:' rcq~;i : .e  ~ r i c  to  n c q u a i r i t  r;lyself i v i t ? ~  \.;hat ~.c.cined to  b e  a c r c ~ t  rrlnr:). 
~ C L V  t c r ln :  . ; . i ~ i ,  c.::t( : lsivt:  i!ciinltlort:. IVould i t  be  ;~:o~.t l~ rny 1 irne? I t l c c i d t ~ r i  t o  s!? r t  
a t  the  begi~~i l in ; :  and r e a d  i t  a t  l e a s t  a s  i n r  a s  i t  would contix~uc to  holci my i t i te rez  1. 



f ~ ~ c u s t o m c d  t o  keep ing  cio.:c t r a c k  of the tirne I sncnd  on  v a r i o u s  p r o j e c t s ,  1 began  
r e a d i n g  on M a r c h  1 6 ,  1 9 7 2 .  By pagc b51 rny 11otcs had become s o  Icngthy t h a t  I b e g ~ n  
to  f i r s t  consicler. t!?c :~3csiSj!i t ; r  of S t ~ ; l i n ~  a  copy of m y  ov:n f r o m  a us-d  book s t o r e .  I 
Lyas surpr i sec l  to ic-arn t h a t  u s e d  U W L N T L ~  !looks sold  quickly and tha t  Inany of t i l e se  
d e a l e r s  w e r e  acc:uaintecl with the  book w h e r e a s  I-nost c l e r k s  in  r e l i g i o u s  book s t o r e s  
]lad n e v e r  h e a r d  of it. 

About th i s  t i m e  I a l s o  disco\rcreci the  C o ~ ~ c o r c l e > :  which not only con ta ined  f a r  m o r e  
e x h a u s t i ~ e  ref;.:.t:nce mate l - i a l  but  h a d  i t  indcxecl f o r  f a s t  r e t r l c v a l .  A f t e r  a l l  the  
wr i t ing  I hat1 been do ing  t h i s  v;ould have beer1 a r e a l  b a r g a i n  f o r  n le  a t  doub le  t h e  c o s t .  
S t i l l ,  I bought t h e  Concordt.:; s i m p l y  a s  a n  a id  to r e v i v e  m y  m e n l o r y  of the i d e a s  I had 
r e a d  whctl ler  o r  not I eve r  fir,>lly did get  a p c r s o n a l  copy of the U R A i < T L \  Book. I 
jus t  cou ldn ' t  be l i eve  tha t  the  bcolc could cont inue  t o  s u s t a i n  my i n t e r e s t  f o r  an  aciditional 
1 , 4 0 0  pages .  

I not iced p e r s o n a l  diffcl .ences in wr i t ing  s t y l e  f r o m  p a p e r  t o  p a p e r  but  no i n c o n s i s t e n -  
c i e s ;  m i n o r  d i f i c r c n c e s  of specu la t ive  opinion but  no contracl ict ions.  T h e  i n c i d e n t a l  
fac t  th,-t  I found no t y p o g r z p h i t a l  e r r o r s  in s u c h  a long boo:: a l s o  i n l p r e c s e d  me. I t  
sccmcd a l m o s t  too  p e ~ f e c t ,  J f e l t  s u r e  I ' d  find sorne  p a r t s  of i t  d i sappo in t ing  b e f o r e  I 
reached  t h e  l a s t  page.  At  tile sa;me t i m e  I found l n y  i n t e ~ e s t  in tens i fy ing.  I e v e n  
began p r a y i n g  a t  the  end of c a c h  d a y  t h a t  nothing u n i b r c s e c n  migh t  hzppen t o  p r e v e n t  
me f r o m  readixlg t h e  booli th rough  a t  l e a s t  once .  

Of ten  I would reacl a s t a t e m e n t  thzt  sounded s o  c o m p l c x  that  I w a s  s u r e  i t  was beyond 
my u ~ l d c  1-strindlng, Yet ,  invzil-iably t11roughc)ut the  booi, e a c h  s u c c e e d i n c  p a r a  g ~ - ; p l ~  
continued t o  c l a r i i y  thi. conct::)t p:.escntcd u:itil i t  seermed thzt  l ay  mind cox!d a! l e a s t  
g r a s p  hold of i t  \\?ith sorrle d e b r c e  of a c t u a l  c o ~ n p r c h e : l s i o a .  

A f t e r  407 112 h o u r s  I comple ted  the f i r s t  r end ing  on J u n e  18th aver-aLdno, s l igh t ly  m o r e  
t l ~ a n  1 1 1 1 2  ~ n i n u i e s  p e r  p a g e ,  a l though I r e m e m b e r  spe~-icii~lg m o r e  t h a n  a n  h o u r  per  
page t h r o u g h  sorne  s e c t i o n s .  

With the except ion of a  fcw book d e a l e r s  and l i b r a r i a n s ,  no  one I s p o k e  t o  knew r t b o ~ t  
it a n d  no one I lnct  had rczcl t h e  boo!: bcyorid I n o r e  than a feu. ? a g e s .  1 sc!archecl in 
v a i n  f o r  bool: r e v i e w s  and m a g a z i n e  a r t i c l e s  about  i t .  T h e  thought  s c g g c s t e d  i t se l f  t o  
m e  tha t  I m i g h t  be the  only p e r s o n  on e a r t h  who had r e a d  i t ,  b e c a u s e  as a l n i n i s t e r  
d i s c u s s i r ~ g  many  of the  sut j jcc ts  t h e  book co:ltains wi th  thousands o i  i n d i v i d c ~ l s  and 
h u n d r e d s  of cor:gregations a pe r iod  of r n o r e  t h a n  twenty  y e a r s ,  n o  one hncl e v e r  
n ~ c n t i o n e d  t h e  C'R-4I.!TIA i3ool-c. Yet I cou!dr,'t be l i eve  tha t  t h e r e  urzsn't  a Srou:, of 
people  s o m e w h e r e  v:f-~o got t o g e t l ~ c r  to t a lk  about  what  they  had rcac! 2nd ho\v they  could.  
best put  t h e  infornla t ion t o  use .  

Alvin  I<ulic!,:e, then P r e s i d e ~ l t  of t h e  IJRANTLA Brothcr l lood,  w a s  the  f i r s t  t o  r e p l y  t o  
m y  i n q u i r i e s .  Tile next  lcltt.1- was f r o m  Clyde B e d e l l  w h c  to!d rne abou t  the i o s  
Anl;clcs Socie ty ;  th rough  !hen] m y  name tsras g iven  t o  Cap ta in  Bil l  I-Iazzard in  San Dicgo 
wllo i~lvitecl m c , t o  the  ~ n c c t i n g s  a t  h i s  l-ior-nc ~ i r h e r e ,  in  t u r n ,  I m e t  Bet ty  Tr tcket t - -one  of 

. . ,  thi.  g~ou; - ,  \v:io l ~ a . ~ !  the  l i ? - i . , . - : i r ' i ~  .,e of rc:j.rlin; :hi: TJi~F.N%Ir? !3?ntlrc; bi:fr);-i. !;;<.I. , l.r,. (1 r c ,  !> 11 'a - 
l i : ; l~cd, an:! thc: il:rlivicl\:;ii v:l?c, ;):id tic)nntcc! th t .  boo]< t}:zt I c!inco~-el-t:ti il-1 t ! i c  !,r~ .l!>l;:, 
c i r  111 c! iscussi l~g i t ,  nc i thc r  of  u s  felt  tha t  m)r findin;? i t  hnr! t,rc:l jl.:st n. 
cha~lcc:  o c c u r r e n c e ,  



Pcl) I>crd in(' U ~ l i ~ r t .  r s i ty  S c i ~ o o l  of L a w  
Malibu,Ca. 90265 

HOla! J F O U N D  l'11E IJItANTLA BOOIC 
(OR VICE VERSA)  

In ]a te  August  1965 ,  1 lcfl  tile United A i r  L ines  t i cke t  coun te r  a t  D a l l e s  t l i r p o r t  
(located in IVasIlinglon s t a t o  but s e r v i n g  Por t !and,  O r e g o n )  ~ ~ ~ u s i r l g  a t  the  a l l i t e r a t i o n  
on tIic t i cke t  just  i s sued  JIle: D I ~ I ~ I ~ ~ S -  -DE!<VER- - D ~ < L L I S - - D ~ J L L E S ,  t he  la t ter  
a i ~ p o r t  s e rv ing  l l 'ashington,  D. C . ,  but located in Virginia .  Only Denve r  s e e m e d  cut 
of p l ace ,  but t h e r e  was  ncl d i r e c t  f l ight  fro111 Da l l c s  t o  DaLlas. S h o r t l y , t h e r e a f t e r  I 
boarded  a n  a i r p l a n e  fo r  D e ~ l v c s ,  

T o  p a s s  the t i m e  I c a r r i e d  a papc rbnck  book on E d g a r  Cayce.  When a i r b o r n e ,  1 r e a d  
so111e of it .  

On the  s e a t  next  t o  me, n e a r e s t  t he  rvindow, s a t  a woman,  h l y  r e c o l l e c t i o ~ l  of h e r  
a p p e a r a n c e  i s  v c r y  dirn. My p r e s e n t  i ~ n ? ~ c . s s i o n  i s  t ha t  s h e  was z:ight of bui ld ,  v e r y  
tastefully dresscad, &nd was  e l l he r  l ight-cc~~nples io: lec l  o r  pale.  H e r  h a i r  was,  as Les t  
I r e i n e l n l c r ,  a light shade  of bro1:m. As a wild g ~ e "  aat h e r  age ,  s h e  see rxed  about  
nly a g e  ( a t  that  t i n ~ c ,  45 )  o r  o lder .  

A s  wc approached  Denver  I r e c a l l  talking to  h e r  czbout t he  Edga r  Cayce  bock.  It con-  
ta ined somi:thing abclut re inca . rnat ion.  She a s k c d  nlc i f  I l ~c l i eved  in r e i n c a r n a t i o i ~ .  
I rc r ;pondcd that I rii\j!her believed n o r  disbclievc::! in i t ,  tha t  I tiid not hzve eno~ :g !~  
inforrilation about i t  u!1011 1.t.k.icl; to  b a s e  a n  intelligtlnt Le!;ci, but that I ciid bc!ieve i n  
a n  a f t e r l i f e  of s o m e  s o r t .  L11 the  c o u r s c  of a relstive1)- Lsief conversat . ion s h r  a s l i ~ d ,  
in  ef fcct ,  j f  I U.LS s e r i o u s l y  i r i t e r e t e d  jn finding out wh;it 1:appencd to  peop le  after 
thc.y died.  I rep1iec-l tilat I v:as,  tha t  the  st.udy of I-el igion \\.as allmost a  hobby, arid that  
I had b'ought the E d z a r  C z y c e  boo!: t o  s e e  w1;at answers, i f  any, i t  could 1)1-o\ride to m y  
m a n y  ques t ions  aboc t  the ro l e  of Inan in  tile wor ld ,  and his future.  

At sonic point in the conversation slic a s k e d  if I had e v e r  heard  of a p l a ~ e t  cal led 

Urantin.  I had not. She sa id  she bf-!ongc:d t o  a g roup  \\'iijch cons idered  -i.?:nt nre l ive  
on a p1anc:t callcci Uran t ia ,  alld thxt \xr!iel~ we d i e ,  we s in lply  go t o  a n o t h e r  p lane t  f o r  
a while,  thcn to  a:lother znci a n o t h e r ,  e tc .  I re lncmber  h e r  saying \l,.ith ? r o p e r  d igni ty ,  
a s s u r a n c e  a n d  p r i d e  that  she  knctv "exact ly  whe re "  she Lvas g o i ~ i g  w h e n  she died.  

Upon inquir ing w h e r e  s h e ,  and t he  g roup ,  got  t h e i r  i n f o r n ~ a t i o n ,  shc res ;~o: :dcd t l x t  i t  
\\.as a l l  contained in  a  l a r g e  book calletl tl!c. URANTLl  I3oolr; that t!lere !lad b e t n  a 

l imitet l  1~ublic.ation of i t ,  but qui te  a f e w  \ \ e r e  ava i l ab le ;  and  tha t  m o r e  bcoks  ~~;c..:.c- 

being publisiicd. She  mentioneti  s o m z t h i ~ l g  i ~ b ~ ~ t  Chicago.  

The \ \*o~nan  s c c m e d  qui te  concerned  that  she  d i d  not h a v e  a copy of t h e  Look with h e r  
to l e t  Ine i ~ a v c  a t  t h c  t i m e .  She urged  that  I find and  r end  a copy of tlic URAi'I?'LI 
Boolc, and  said that  m y  s e a r c h  for  the t r u t h  would n e v e r  Ic. corn?lete lintil I r e ad  it .  
She said ~~otI: ir?~;  n-:or<: abo:.it i t s  soul-ct: <ii* c,ontcntr .  

We boll1 dc.planet1 a t  Denve r ,  Colorado.  I h a d  oilly a fcw mi:>utcs to ch~in::e p!:~~:c.s to 
Dal las ,  ant1 I assl lrncd D c n ~ r e r  \vas  h e r  dcs t ina t ion ,  I went to the  boarcilllg a r c 2  !or nly 
planc.  VJhilc stanc!ing t h e r e  waiti-I!; to  board ,  sorl7eonct tappccl me cn t11c shou1c;c.r. I t  



was the woman.  She s a i d ,  " T ) l e r e  i s  son leone  h e r e  I would l ike  f o r  you t o  m c c t ,  " a n d  
lc.d mr: bacl.; into the lobby a r e a  of t h e  t c r m j n a l .  I had a l r e a d y  f o r g o t t e n  h e r  n a t n c ,  but 
s h e  r c r n c m l ~ e r e c i  mine .  

In t h e  lobby stood a  v e r y  diynifiecl m a n ,  wel l  d r e s s e d ,  with v:hite h a i r - - a p p a r e n t l y  ill 
h i s  l a t e  6 0 ' s  o r  beyond. IVitIl h i m  \i.exae s e v e r a l  people .  I rer -nelnber  a w o m a n  s t a n d -  
ing on e a c h  sicle. Thc  woman f r o m  t h e  p lane  s a i d  t o  h i m ,  "This  i s  t h e  marl  I talc] :.ou 
about  111eeting on the  a i r p l a n e .  " J u s t  a s  \ire w e r e  beillg i l i t roduccd and  shak ing  h a n d s ,  
t h e  loud s p e a k e r  ca l l ed  for  the  board ing  of  m y  plane .  I d id  not u n d e r s t a n d  his  nalne .  
~ { c  quickly  a s k e d  if I \\.ere s e r i o u s l y  interested iil l e a r n i n g  about  t h e  r o l e  of Inan in t h e  
\ m i \ ~ c r s e  and  about  n l a n ' s  re la t ions i i ip  t o  God,  t o  v.-)rich I r ep l i ed  hn  unequ ivoca l  "Yes" ,  
){e s a i d ,  "Then  you must  get  a URANTIA Boolc. He e x p r e s s e d  r e g r e t  t h a t  he  did not 
f lave ollc with hinz t o  g ive  t o  m e ,  but en lphas izcd ,  a s  I r u s h e d  a w a y  t o  b o a r d  nly a i r -  
p lane ,  tha t  I should r e a d  t h e  book. 

1 r e c a l l  tha t  a t  s o l n e  point  in t h e  h u r r i e d  c o n v e r s a t i o n  one of t h e  w o m e n  a t  h i s  s i d e  
s a i d  the  rnan w a s  the  head of a n  o r g z n i z a t i o n  with the  ~ 7 o r d  "1;rantia" ixl i t .  I h a v e  no 
opinion \~:hether i t  v:as a  fou:ldr;tion, a brotherhood, a s o c i e t y  o r  e v e n  a  s t u d y  g roup .  
My i m ; ~ r e s s i o n  w a s  tha t  i t  p r o b a b l y  equated t o  a  loca l  church.  

O r d i n a r i l y ,  1 would have  fo rgo t t en  t h e  incident:. T h e r e  w a s  nothing i n  m y  e x p e r i e n c e  
with nvhich to  a s s o c i a t e  t h e  word  "Uran t i a" ;  in  f ac t ,  I did not  even  l inon  how to  s p c l l  

i t ,  and a f t c r  a  \\,hile I ~rondc.rcci  if I even  how to p ronounce  it .  Rn t  on  t!lc p lane  
t o  D a l l a s  I kept  t!linl:ing about t l i ~  hzppy  and p c a c c f u l  loolc on the  f a c e s  of the  m a n  and 
t h r c c  \r.rol-nen, and wonder ing i f  t h e  UXAN'T11"1300L: had anyt!lin;1 t o  d o  \\-it12 i t .  I \\.as 

a l s o  impl-esscc! with the  a s s u r a n c e  of t h e  vJol-nan oil the  p lane ,  and v . r j t i ,  tile apyar2:l t ly 
s i n c e r e  c o n c e r n  of both t h e  \vo~-na~l  and t h c  111a:-i t h a t  I r e a d  the UI:Ai\;TiA !3oo!:. Some-  
how, i t  contiriued t o  haunt m e .  

JVithin a  d a y  o r  two a f t e r  a r r i v i n g  in  Da.l las ,  I s p e n t  a n  a f t e rnoon  i n  nljr s i s t e r - i n - l & \ v r s  
a p a r t m e n t  telephoning boolcstores l i s t ed  i n  t h e  yellow p a g c s  t ry ing t o  l o c a t e  a. copy of 
tllc U l U i N T I A  Bool:. T h e  u n i v e r s a l  r e s p o n s e  to  my i n q u i r y  w a s  "the \?>at b o o k ? "  
T h e n  they a s k e d  t n e  t o  s p c l l  i t .  I could not. I had t h e m  begin i t  with a  "U" and a n  
"Eu",  and t r y  the  l a s t  syl!zble by spe l l ing  i t  with a  "t", a n  "s" a n d  a " t s "  , Nothing 
worked.  

S o m e  d a y s  l a t e r ,  upon r e t u r n i n g  t o  the Washington,  D. C. a r e a ,  I ca l l ed  al l  of t h e  
m a j o r  b o o k s t o r e s  in the  a r e a  inq~lirin;:  of the  UKAKTlil Book, but writh rlo s u c c e s s .  
I then went t o  the  L i b r a r y  of C o n g r e s s .  A n  2ttc:ndant helped me  t o  look u n d c r  
" re l ig ion"  f o r  t h e  book. It .iiras not t h e r e ,  

O v e r  the  next  f cw y e a r s  a s  I t r a v e l e d  f r o m  c i ty  to  c i ty ,  i f  I had any e x t r a  t i m e  1 spent 
it  telephoning b o o k s t o r e s  f o r  t!iz URANTIA Boolc. Axnone the  c i t i e s  in  v.rhich J m a d e  
tc lcp l lone  c a l l s  w e r e :  N e w  York,  S a n  Dicgo,  St.  Lou i s ,  I-iouston and  At lzn ta .  In e a r l y  
1968, 1 v i s i t ed  a l a r g e  b o o k s t o r e  on Okinawa w h e r e  many  A m e r i c a n  and E u r o p e a n  
boc)lcs h a d  1)cen clup!icated a n d  w e r e  a n  sa le  ;tt l):-iryain pric:cs. T h e r e  was  110 IiRlZlc'TTA 
13ook. 



In 1970,  1 a t t ended  a s e m i n a r  in  Chicago ,  One  a f t e r n o o n  I remcn11)ered t h a t  t h e  w o m a n  
on t h e  a i r p l a n e  hat1 mentiorled C1;icarro. I tc lephoncd tT:.ro m a j o r  b o o k ~ t o r e s  f r o l n  t h e  
hotel .  T h e  second  ha6 nc.ard of the boolr, but did not c a r r y  i t  a n 4  s u g g e s t e d  t i ~ s t  I 
m i g h t  find one i n  a s e c o n c i h ~ n d  b o ~ l i s t ~ r e .  T h a t  cvcning,  ins tead  of s e e i n g  "Ila i r "  wi th  
o t h e r s  a t tending t h e  sernin:ir,  a co!oncl and 1 s p e n t  the  evening Srov, .s i~ig t h r o u g h  
secondhsnd  b o o k s t o r e s  looking f o ~  the UA?Ai<TJA Book. VJe s t i l l  d id  no t  knov,. how to 
s p e l l  i t ,  but o u r  phone t i cs  virerc c o r r e c t ,  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  we found no t r a c e  of i t .  

The s e a r c h  f o r  the  URANTIA Book b c c a t n e  s u c h  a n  o b s e s s i o n  wi th  m e  t h a t  1 developed 
the  habit  of ducking in to  e v e r y  u s e d  boolcstorc I s a w  and inquir ing i f  t h e y  had a 
UWiNTI-/I BOO:<. T h e  s t a n d a r d  ailsvrer w a s  "a what  book? I '  

Upon moving t o  Ca l i fo rn ia  in  197 1, m y  wife,  L u c i l e ,  m e t  occasion all^^ uritil  the  w i v e s  
o f  the  lanl p , - o f e s s o r s  a t  P c p ; ~ e r d i n e  U n i ~ v e r s i t y  School  of Law. In  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1372 
s h e  w a s  schetlulcd to  h o s t  t h e  g r o u p  ht o u r  house ,  A d a y  o r  tivo S e f o r e  t h e  m e e t i n g  
o u r  dog d a s h e d  th rough  t h e  l iving r o o m  of t he  h o u s e ,  h e c n n ~ c  :an,nled wi th  a lam;:, c o r d ,  
a n d  b r o k e  the  g l a s s  b a s e  of a l a r g e  d e c o r a t o r  l a m p .  Luc i l c  wanted i t  r c p l a c c d  b e f o r e  
the  n lec t ing.  I f e l t  i t  could be  r e p a i r e d  if I  could find the  r ight  g l a s s  b a s e .  C o n s c -  
qucnt ly ,  I s e t  out to  find a  g l a s s  b a s e  of the  p r o p e r  c o l o r  and s i z e .  

. 
The f i r s t  f ive l a m p  shops  had  nothing tha t  would s u f i i c e ,  and I b e c a m e  qu i t e  d i s -  

couraged .  T h e  f if th one  Lvas loca ted  on  ?\/lain S t r e c t  i n  Santa Aria. A s  I left  i t ,  I s a w  
next  d o o r  a secondhand b o o k s t o r e .  A s  w a s  lily c u s t o m ,  I s t ~ c k  Iny hczci i n  tile dooru-ay 
and s a i d  t o  the  mall  behind t h e  countel- ,  "Do you have a URANTLA. Boo!<? " 

"Do I hzive a what?  " 

" F o r g e t  i t !  ' I  I r e p l i e d .  / 

"Hey, wai t  a  tn inute ,  " h e  call.ed. " I  d idn ' t  s a y  t h a t  I d o  not have one.  n u t  I have been 
in t h i s  b o o k s t o r e  f o r  (rmany) y e a r s ,  and TIC) o n e  h a s  e v e r  a s k e d  m e  f o r  z TJR.4NTIII 
Book. I n  f a c t ,  I n e v e r  h e a r d  of one  unti l  the  o t h e r  day.  One j u s t  c a m e  In. I  ;>ut i t  
a s i d e  l o  s e e  what  i t  i s ,  but  i f  you want to buy i t ,  I wi l l  sel l  it  to  )-ou. I '  1-Ie t l ~ c n  \call:ed 
back to  a d e s k  and picked up a  dus ty  but unused  copy o i  the U!L\NTIA Cool;, \vhicll h e  
so ld  t o  me for  $ 1 0 .  00. 

T h c  book w a s  f r o m  the  second p r in t ing  jn 1967 ,  t\vo yezlrs a f t e r  m y  p lane  r i d e  t o  
D c n v c r .  It  had no a d d r e s s  of a n y  kind within i t .  It w a s  :lot until  ox-er a yccir !c:?cr 
when I s a w  a new URANTL4 Book in  a P ickwick  Bookshop ( th? sccol;-1 orie I had rL7er 

s e e n )  tha t  I k n e ~ v  t h e r e  n.as a n  a d d l e s s  to wllich I coultl w r i t e  fo r  i n i o r ~ ~ ~ t i o n  at,oct t h e  
book. T h e  book w a s  a  l a t e r  edi t ion ,  and had t h e  Chic:'&o a d d r c s s  in :he f ly l cz f .  

Lrt e a r l y  1974,  a f t e r  I had  s t a r t e d  s e v e r a l  p e r s o n s  t o  read ing  thc  UP!AN?'IA Dool:, I 
w r o t e  to  Chicago ,  ant1 was  p laced  in touch with Jul ia  F e n d c r s o n  i n  L o s  i l r i g ~ l ~ s .  Unti l  
I con tac ted  h e r  I had n e v c r  ta lked with anyone excep t  thc  wornan on thc p lane  n r ~ d  t h e  
p tc)p lc  in t l ~ c  D'cnvcr  a i r p o r t  \~.-ho h , ~ d  e v e r  1,ead t h c  U R X N T I I I  I30c11:. E y  t!::it time I 
h::d r e a d  tilt. book. tv.!icc, ~ i n c !  i \:.as on t.hc t i i i rd  :,car!ir;g. 

O h ,  yes :  the  s ix th  l a r n p  shop had  r x a c t l y  the  r igh t  g l a s s  lan-lp base  t o  1-cp:iir the 
l a m p ,  and the  l a d i e s '  m e e t i n g  \vas  a s u c c e s s .  




