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  at he ring to celebrate 
'the sacredness of life' 
Some organizers say more 'traditional' groups 
might be skeptical of Sunday's Interfaith festival 
By CLAY EVANS 
Camera Staff Wrlter 

Virtrtally every "legitimate" religious 
and spirilltal orgarlization in Roulder re- 
ccivcd nt) it~vitation to participate in the 
srcotld at~rrrt:~l "lleatts. Ilands and 
Voices 111t~t~fnitl1 lirstivnl" this Slltiday. 

I%ut organizrrs .Iatlet McCabe and 
Steve Ilol~rhac~l~ ac.knowledge that more 
"traditional" .Jewish ant1 Christian 
gro~tps might still cast a skeptical eye on 
the event, which "celebrates the sacred- 
rlrss of life . . . while fostrring a spirit of 
worldwide cotnmunity, peace, coopcra- 
lion and rtntlerstandirig." 

"Wtlnt wr have found in the Hortlder 
arra is that the older, Eastern religions 
atid snmc of the New Age religions a re  
Ihr ones who have beeft tilore receptive 
to this idra." said McCabc. 53, who was 
raised it1 a consrrvative .Jewish home 
hut Ilas gmvitatcd lo rrumenism during 
IICI' life. 

At Srt~ltlay's festival itr Chautauqua 
I'ar-k, groilps a s  tliversc a s  the Unitarian 
~lr~ivcrsnlist Clturcll, the Sacred Moun- 
tain Ashratt~ atrd l h ~  Spiritrral Assemhly 
of  thc I%al~a'is ol Iloultlrr will ~ a l h c r  lo 
present t~irtsic. dialogrte, prayer and food 
i r ~  t t ~ c  it~tercst of protnoting rtndrrstnnd- 

WHAT: Hearts. Hands and Voices 
Interfailh Festival: featuring inlerlailh 
panels and dialogt~e. inlorrnat~on 
booths, music, dancing, art and food. 

WHERE: Chautauqua Park 
WHEN: Noon to 6 p.m. Sunday 

ing between tlifferetrt belief systet?~s. 
To weed out fly-by-night groups or less 

serioits enterprises, organizers invited 
orrly groups with legitin~ale, federal non- 
profit status. 

"We have always tried lo hold enough 
of a ceriter that we can be acceptahlc to' 
both traditional Christianity a s  well a s ,  
Eckankar." said Rohrbactr. a k)rrner Lu- 
theran who now says llie "Ura~itia Book 
- a 20th Century faith that rrnbellisHes 
Christian beliefs with an extensive cos- 
mology and history of alien civilizations 
- has had a large impact on his spiritua! 
life. 

"We've got to get to the point wlterP 
we respect otliers for where they are. 
and quit trying to change tl~etn. OLller- 

(See INI'ISIIFAITII. Pagr  In) 

Members of Boulder-area religious and spiritual organizations 
gathered last year at Ihe Hearts. Hands and Voices Interfaith 
Festival. This year's festival will b e  Sunday at Chautauqua Park. 

Interfaith festival 
faces some skeptics 

(From the c n v ~ r )  
wisr, wr are strlck in our own 
carlrps, and we worl't grt nny- 
wllcre," 11c said. 

Hortltlcr's llctsy Serafin knows 
all nl~or~t stretching the bortndaries 
of her own Catholic faith tn include 

ptller rlotior~s of the divine. Her re- 
.Cerrl book or1 tnvsticisrn. "Tlre 
'hose of Five I 'C~IS : "  (which is sell- 
ing wcll rt~oltgll to kerp Scrafiti 
tt.;~vc%ling as far away as  New Tork 
atltl 'l'exas for signirtgs) draws 
fro111 srrrh diverse sourcrs as  Ilin- 
clrlistn nrltl Jrldaistn to make its 
pr~itit. 

"I t l ~ i r l k  this is gning to br the 
tl~rrtst of tllc near crntuty, said 
Sf-r;lliti, whosc patiel or1 mysticism 
Srltltlay will iriclrtclr Jewish, Rrtd- 
tlhisl. llitlclrt arrrl Christian prr- 

spectivcs. "We hnvc to start look- 
ing at  ortrsclves as a platlet, wr 
have to see ortrselvcs as onc 110- 
mogeneous grnrrp of I~clicvcrs. 
There is otlly one goel, tl~ortglr it 
might have many natnes." 

llotll hlc(:ahc and Ilnl~&acl~ 
hope to build otr tile srtccess of I;rst 
year's frstival, which drcw al~ottt 
2.000 proplr. Last year, Iiowcvrr. 
niany nlay have cnnle siriiply lo 
see Pctcr Yarrow of I1ctc>r, I'aul 
and Mary. 1 1 1 ~  Iiradlirle tnusic-a1 
act. 

This yrar's progrntrl tloc!s tlol 
featrtrc a sitlglr. rllarclurc c>r~ter' 
tainer. instead relying or1 local tal 
ent such as  Tibetat1 r ~ ~ r t s i r i a ~ ~  N a  
wong Kechottg, gosprl choir 
Heavenly Ecllocs, arltl n gl.otlp of 
I'rrsiat~ Srtfi danrrrs. 




