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This was written for a

few individuals f{n the

‘marican Academy of
ligion.

THE HESTOAICITY OF THE URANTIA BOOK

Heredith J. Spruager

The fact that The Urankis Bsalk ham won the apsreciation of nany peagle with capable minds and
balenced personalitles within the Christisn mnd Juguistic braditiens and has sald around 150,000
coples without organlzed promobional effod nkkraks ta the attcackivensas of its rellglaun
mesaage. Yeards of sxparisnce, however, have demanaobrated thob Ehg flest Ehing pecple wish ko know
pbout The Urantis Book in ite euthorship and oeigln. This s & difficult question Lo anawer
becausa Uhe book doss nat Fit into eonventignal categories. It clalea to be new revalakion and te
hawe been welbbten by supacmortal pergorollblen]

In tho middle and late 1950's o group of Lnited Church of hedsk ninisters made @ sarious
atkempt to sveluats the baok end snewer the queation of oclgln. Among the vaelous cesourees con-
dulted, we asked Dr. Aobert V. Homs, Jr. wha waa at that time Professar of Hes Teatamant Studies
ond Prealdant of Lancaster Theoclogical Seminacy to evaluste bha boaok. Ha mok wikth him im Sputh
Bend, Indiasna October &, L1956 ond engeped in o mpirated and frultful discusaion, Or. Hoss opl-
nioned that the treatment of Biblical matacisl in The Urenkls Baook wan gsgentiolly in harmony wikh

tha beat acholarship of ths day end Ehak Ehe hook hod mony Inapiring pnssaces. On October 13,
1558 he wrote saying:

IL ogcura to np that we did not deal with one banie guestion, As you knaw
Christianity in an hintorical religien and becauss of thab the booen of revelation
can ba tented by scholacohls. IE seena to se estremely important thak bhe saures af
the Urontis "reveloblona® ba sebt forth in any seclovs dimcumsion of LEs claima, To
nay that thoca in ne historical basie for tho "rovelaktions" im tp pay Ehat it differs
radiecally from tha biblical underatending of ths way in which God ncka,

Our group was already investigating this gquestlan and we conklnusd Ea thoroughly reseasch Ehe
hiasteclelty of Tha Ueankinm ESEE' We had quickly discoversd the popocs ware received by a amell
group of poople In caga vndar the leadership of Dr. Willion 5. Sadlec. Or. Ssdlsr was @
hignhly respected paychiatrist who is semetimes cofecred to sa the Fathar af Arericen paychlabey.
For many years he taught at the Post-gradunte School af Medicinp ok Chicaga Unfversity and far
almost Ehicty yeara ha was & lscturer In Peotoral Caunseling ak HeCoemick Theological Seminacy.

Tha Hind at Miachiaf

In ressarching booka written by Dr. Sodlec, wa discoveced colavant materinl in The Mind at

g%iEﬁl!Im Funk & Magnalla, 1922, The subtitle of the bock in "Teicks and Deceptians of tha

canaclaus and How to Cope with Them." In the book Or. Sadler prasents his vlew of madiumiatic
phenomena. On the basls of considecpbls ressarch he smintaina that all of the mediums which he
atudisd wers eithar fraudulent or self-deceived victinms of subconscious nind aetivity in which
thalr alter ego esppesred to then ms 8 source of knowledge Trom the sopirit werld. Dan case did not
Fit Ehla classification, Theze is Little doubt but that this individusl wpa the man whosa gLUpaL=
canaclogus mind The Urantis Book claims was used in @one way in the materimlization of the Urantis
Popero. In the sppendix of The Mind st Hischlef Dr, Sadler desccibea this atypienl conat

In the discussion af freudulent modiume ar aelf-decefved paychica, the resder of
thin book has ssveral times encounteced the statement thot Ehers ware certaln
excepbiona to the gensral indictments thare made, snd refarred ta Ethis appendixz. [k
naw becones ny duty to explain what I had in mind when those footnotes were
insected...

Tha...excoption hes to do with & rather peculiar case of paychic phanonens, one
which I Find mysslf wnebls to classily, and which I would like very much to noccobp
more fully; I cannot do 8o here, howaver, bacouse of £ premise which I Fesl wndee
obligatlon bo keep sacredly. In other watda; [ have premised nob ta publish this
cage durlng the lifetine of the Indlvidunl. I hope sometlms bo securs s mediflen-
Elan of that promise and to be shls to tepart this cmse more fully bacause of Lba
Interssting featurgs, I was brought ln contact with it in tha oummar of 1511, and [
have had it Uﬂdﬂrﬂghﬂlrv!tinn more of leas ever ainee, hoving been present nt pro-
bably 250 of the ‘hight semsions, many of which have been attsndad by s stenograpgher
whi made voluminaus naotea.

A thargugh atudy af this case hes eonvinced ma that t% is nat ona of ordinacy
Erance. ‘While the slesp seens to be guite of a'ma peder, ik im wery profound,
8nd 8o far wa have naver been amble %o awaken the sub feet when ln this state: but Ehe
bady la never rigld, snd tha hesrt sction i never modified, th¥ respiratisn is

sgmetimon mackedly Interfered with, This man is utterly unccnsclous, wholly obli-
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vious ko whabt takes ploce, and, wunleas tald abaut it aubzequently, never knowa that
ha haa been used no a sorkt of clearing hovse for the cesing and going of alleged
extra-planetary pecoonalibles. [In fack, he lo mors or lese Sndiffecent to the whals
proceading, ond ohaws & nucprislng lack of inktecest in these sffalss gs they BECcub
from Eime Ea Elme.

In no way are thess night winlbtatlens likp the peances associsbed with gpiritualien,
AL no Lbims durlng the porled of elkthboan yoaca' ohascvabion has there been & cofie
Aunication from any source that claimed ko be the spirit of a decessed human baing.
Tha corminlecablons which haove bpan welkben, o which we have Rad Eha appartunity Eu
hear spaken, are made by B vost ocdor of alleged beings who elaim Ea cans fram ather
plonets to visit Ehis world, to otop here as student visitors far atwdy and abasr-
vatlion when they are en route from one unlverse to ancther or from one planat to
anather. These communications Further arlee in alleged spiritusl beings who purpart
kg Mive been nonigned te this planet For duklen of wvarlaus sorks.

Elghtean years of study and cereful lavestigntion have falled ko reveal tha payechie
arigin of these meooeges. I find myself at the present time just where I was when [
atarted. Poychoanalysis, hypnotism, intenslve comparison, fail to show that the
writbten or spoken mpusages of thie Individusl have erigin in his own mind. Much af
the materlal secured through this subjoct is guikte contracy to hio habita af
thought, to the way In which he has been taught, ond ko his entire philosophy. In
fact, of much that we have secuced, we have falled ta Find anything of its nature in

exlatence. Ito philossphic conktent lo quite naw, and we oce uvnablas ta Find wharse
vary much of it hos ever faund husen expresslan.

Much as [ would like to report detalls of thio case, I sm nat in o poaition ta da aa

at present. [ can only eay that I have found In these years of obsarvation that gll

tha Informatlon impacked Eheough this scucco han proved ko ba conaistent within

itoalf. While thers io conelderable difference in Eha qualiky of the cam-

nunicatigne, this aeems ko bas renscnably explalied by a diffacence in % = atatn aof ;
davelopment and crder of the pecacnalitien making tha conmunications.*‘1hs chila- Tel
Bophy io canalstent. It Is eosentislly Chelstion ond in, on Ehe whala, enkicaly
harmanlaus with Ehe known sclentiflc Focts and truths of this oge. In fack, tha

o898 18 8o vusual and exkraordinecy thot iE eotablishes itsal? irmediataly, an far

&3 my expeclence gooo, in & class by lteslf, cne which has Ehus Far cesiokad all my
affarts Lo prave Lt to be of aukte-peychic origin, Dur invuatiaatiun: are being con-
tinuad and, a8 I have Intimated, I hope some Eime in the near fubure bo secure pac-
nisslon for the more complete reportlng of the phencmena connestad with this
inteceaklng cees. pp. J82-384

Sadler Inkepcwlow

On Hay 7, 1958 gur group of ministers had an appointment with Dr. Sadler to dincuss phenamena
aasaciakted with Eha nrig?n of The Urantin Boplk. When we arelved he had propaced a paper fae us
liating every imaginable form of subconscicus mind of paychlic actlvity and at the batbam of tha
outline ha had o note oaying, "The teehnigue of the reception of The Urantis Beak in English In na
way parallels or lmpinges upen eny of the above phanomena of the morglnal conaciowsnass." e wank
on ka tell wa Ehet ao neacly a8 he could determine, the sppeaconce of tha Urantls Papecs wes sssa-
clated with some form of superconscicus mind activity.

Or. Sedler eandldly discusesed eny guestlens we ssked him bubt ho would nob talk about Twe
thingn: the nome of the Individual who wam used in some way in Ehe mateclalization of the Urantin
papecs and the detnfilo mssociated with this materinlization. He pald they were naked to toke vown

af secrecy regarding these two things. %hen we asked him why theee restrictions were imposed on
them, ho gave the folloWing ressona:

1. The main resson for not revesling the identity of the contect personality is that
the reveleators do not sent any human being--any human neme--sves to be sesoeiated
with The Urantis Baok. They want this revelatien to stand on its cwn declereticna
end teachinga, Thay ara daternined that Futurs genarations shell have the book
wholly frem from all mortal connections--they da not want s St, Peter, St. Peul,
Luther, Calvin, or Wesley. Tha book doea not even bear the imprint of the printer
who Brought tha boak inke bedng.

Z. There ls much connected with Eho appeoarance of the Urantia Papers which no huran
being fully underatonds. Mo one really knews juak how Ehis phenonenon sas exscuted.
Theze are nuneccus miseing links in the stocy of how this cevelatlon came to appoac
In written English. IF anyans should tall all he reslly knows sbout this technigue
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and methods employed theoughouk the yeare of getkting this reveloklan, such & naccn-
Elen would satlsly no gne-—thers ere too mony mlssing linka,

Varfous members of the Chicago group speculsted that the revelatars wished nothing
"Alroculous" poapcletes with khe book snd intended Ehat ik be scceptad ar refmcted mnbtlcely on the
worth of its teachingo. On nuesrous occaeslons Or. Sadlesr told me thak ha reaily did mak know how
the materiallzatlon wes acconplishad and that just abouk everything known shout the origln of Tha
Urantia Bask ls Found In wvorioun plases in the book.

We Found that ducing Pe. Sadlec's investigaticn of this phenpnencn he consulted with men liks
Hu1ptd Thureten, the rencfned Blaight of hend ertist wha devolted considerabls time Eo expraing
frodplent mediune and peychice, and Sir Hubert Milkens, tha nated seleaklst and explorer wha was
Interested in investigating paychic phenonena. ALl of then agreed that the phenanena connected
with thizs indivlidunl could nobt ba classified with cthar bEvpes aof peychic phenomana auch os nubtamos=
tie writing, telepathy, elaleveyonce, trances, spirlt mediumship, or split persanality.

3ince It was obvious that Dr, Sadlar aterted os o professional researcher and askeptic and
turned into @ bellever, I nsked him why he changed hls mind. Ha replisd that wa they read Ehae
eafly Urantia Pepers he obesecved that many of the group including hio wifs, wha wes mlso o phyni-
cién, wWere beginning to be highly impressed by their content. So one Sunday he nade a speech
about the isportance of objactivity end m critical mppraach ka the noterlal. Tha response he got
when he finished wos soct of A tesktimony meeting. The eosence aof thele reaction wea, "Me den'f
cors Who wrate Lt; Lt simply makes mars esnse than onykhing wa have read alang this line,.*

But Dr, Sadler observed that his professfonnl reputation and pride wee ok skaka, Ha hod
publicgfly declared there were na genuins mediumiatle phenarmsna and he ween! b going ko sllow ono
baffling case to change his mind. As tine went on, hawswer, he was inpressed with the consletency
and hlEh quallty of the makteclal. Ha wes mstisfied in his gwn mipd thak the subjsck involved in
the moterializations could nok have produged the muktecisl os he did not have the quelifications oo
mbilities to do so. By thin time he also was convincod thak he was dealing with ganuine phenonens
and not sone clever trickery. Finelly, he told ne, when tha paper avaluating tha pacsaonalities of
the twelve spostles came through he Ehesw in his fntellackusl toswel. He goid, "I'm a paychiatriast
and I think I kmow my business but this paper wes a real blaw to my pride. IF [ had @ half-dozen
peychiatrists to help me and yeacs to propara it, I was coavinced thet I couldn't Fabricate a
papar with this ring of ganuineness and inaight. So I spid Lo myself, "1 don't ceally know what
it is but I do know that it's Eha higheat quality of philaneghieal-religious moterial that I have
evar read,'" Frem that tine on Dr. Sadler became not only the professional directer af tha group
Buk mleso ite dedicated leadec.

Although events surrounding the erlgln aof The Urantin Bogk, technically, have 1lkkls rols-
vanze in ssaessing the truth nng spiritunl quallty of the book which must be deteemined by ova-
luating ita content, it is an importent subject faor acholarly ressarch. The findings of such
reaparch lenda e aignificant contributlion ko Ehe critical eveluatlon af the text Ltaslf. The
fallowing atory is the product of years of lnvestigation mnd many haoura of discussion with thoss
assaciated with the origin of the Urantin Papera. It includes o parsonal knewledge and felendahip
with kay peapla in Urantia Foundation and Ursnkia Brotherhood for the last thirty yeors os well os
yaars of experience an the Ganeral Councll and Cwscubtive Commlktee of Urantis Brotherhood and
fecving os ita prasident frem 197&8=157%,

Ducing this paciad vocetionelly I have served pastocates in the Unibed Church of Christ and
Jolned the faculty of Indiana Inatitute of Technology, acting as head of the Dspartment of
FETthilﬁP? and chairman of tha Division of Liberal Arta. I have been popecislly caraful to main-
tain seodemic objeckivity and exsrcise criticel evaluation af both The Urankia Baook and the
Urantia movement. The sssential elemants of the following narratien hawve been cross-validated

many times by numercus people who had firat-hand expeclence in tha esvents sssccisted with the ori-
gin of The Urentis Book.

Tha Chicaga Stocy

Do, Willlam 5. Sadler (1875=194%%, phyalelan, surgeon, peychlakciak, professeor, snd suthar of
Farky-kwa baaka was a nman of unusual sbilltlea. He was @ populac lockurer on Cheutsugua plakfacmes
and promaled modern madicina end mentel health laages through talks, magazine articles and baaka.
Ag a reqult of this effective edvocacy he and his wife, Dr, Leno Sadler, wera Frequently asked by
friends and ocquaintances ta heat an informol group whers these madical and social issues could be
discussed. Accordingly, the Sedlers started n Sunday aftarnoon tea ln Ehe mid 1520%a which become
knowh 0% "The Forum! where such topics were oxamined and sonetimes debated. In btime the Forum
cane to be composed of profesaional people--doctors, lawyers, dentists, ministacs, and teachoro--
nlang with indlvidusls frem ell wolis of lifa==housowlven, sacentaries, Farmecs, ond camman
lataceca.
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Ong Sunday @ Forum manbor osked Dr. Sadler wnat he thousht about @ paychic medien wha wad
packing one of the lacel theatars. Or. Sadler replied thokt he had investigated many such peychica
and found they were either diohonest feoudn ar sincerm but self-decelved peaples whosa aubconscious
mind oocbivity led them to believe they were getbing knowledga fron the spicit world. Then, he
pdded, thece i3 one that I haven't Figured out yet. They, of course, =anted to knoe abput Ehis
neracn, lakec often called "tha contact parsonallty,”™ and Dr. Sadler shared sana of the infoc=
mation gothersd since 1311,

He and o small group of sssaciates, called "the contact commisaion,” for @ nuAber of years
had khe cppockuniky of tesking Eha cankact ponmumicetion theough vaelaus Forma af infornation
wnich wos Iater verifisble. Tn a general way they were brained and familinclzad with the tech=
niqua of communication and information imparted by the alloged extra-plenetary pergonglibices,

later kngwn o8 "the covelators." Through such gharing of informaktlan the Farum == wictually
pnken opwez" by the revelators.

Araund Ehis Eirs a pecsonality who claimed Lo be o sktudent vialtar ko the plenet challenged
the contack commlasion saying, im pffack, "IF vou people reslized whak a high sgiritual source yFou
wire sesocisted with you would stop making thasa puatile investigatlicns Lo detect frewed ond ask
poma significent quesaktions ghout ths netufe of realiby and tha univermse.” ODOr. Sadier toock this
panamge ta the Forum and muggested that they toke up the challenge by wrikting quastiona which
could be taken to the revelakers. Thay aTruud ka do @o and the many gueaktlond submitbed wara
prgrnized by Or. Sadler, The Firat queaticn preagntad was, “la there a Godj and, if go, what 1B
he 1ike7® In reaponas they Teceived five popers which the rovelobors requested be resd to the
Forum end keak in Dr. Sadler's office safe.

Saon &fter the Urantin Fapsrs atarted coming Khe revelatars cequested that they form a cloged
graup. Ench menbar af tha Forum was asked to mign o pledge which read: "We acknowledge our pledge
af secrecy, ronewlng ouc pramise not ko diacusa the Urantis revelatipns or theic subjeck matter
with anyone save active Forum members, end to Epke no notes of such matter as it is resd of
diseussed ot the Forum maabings, or make eopien or notes of whak wo have parsonally read."
Memberghip tickets were isoued ond the charter penbership numbered thirky. From tima to Eime now
menbers ware received Ento the Forum after belng intarvievad by its officers and signing the
pladge af mscrecy. Ouring the Forum's gximtence Ltn membership rase ko @ total of 486, Hembers

af the Ferum wecn pacmibtbed ko come Ea 533 Diversey Parkway gnd cead Ehe papera but Ehay ware
nevar token from the building.

The original popers wors handwritben. Handwelting experts ngeesd that Lt was not tha writing
of the hunan lndlvfﬂunl whags supeccanscious mind wWes uged §n some way in the mnksclalizatlon af
the papers. They «@ara reguested to howe theos ariginal papsrs typed gnd carefully checked by the
nenbers aof the contect conaission. Whenaver the pciglnal papecs ware typed and chackad the origi=
nala in tha locked oafe dissppeaced.

Occesionally efter papers were reed end ploced in the office safa they disappesred. Whem Lhe
contact commlanion inquirad about thia dissppeerence, ¥BIy 1itkls explanation was given bayond the
fack that it wap their decision to withdraw the papat. Other pepers were altsred aftec baing road
ko the Forun, For instence, one of the papers gtoted that the epostla Matheniel had & gocd senas
of humar for @ Jew. At this conment the menbers of the Forum chuckled. The naxt kime they gat
this paper From tha oafo Ethay discovarad tha ghrase "Ffor & Jew" was deleted. The oadumpbion waa
that they wers required to read these papers ko the Farum so that these spirit beings eould

pheecve human teackion to Ehe materisl prasented. In thls mannoc the papets compoaing Tha Ueantis
Baak wore cecelved by kthe mid 1930'a.

In 1939 manbara of the Forum wers asked for volunteers who would ba willing to nest an
Wadnoaday svenings to serloualy and aystonakically study the Urantls Popeca. Sevenkty paraona
gxpressed their desire to engoge in Ehis elagg and thay becans known &3 " The Seventy." Tho
gevanty warm trainad by papera gnd dirsctives Foom tha revelabara gnd their own lsedara up to the
tima of tha publication of Tha Urantis Bapk. Special enphasis wos placed on tha svalubionary
nature of the acceptance of now EeuEh end Eha danger af uaing nass media and revolbulonary methada
in pregenting the meazaga af the Urantis Popecs to cub canbterporary cultura.

wWhen pecmieslon bo publish the Upanktia Fapeca was given, Lha rovelators stakad thak Ehoy
regarded The Urantla BuﬂE an » fentucs of the progeessive evolution of human sociaty. The book
beionga, They Ehought, to the ara immediately Fallowing tha ldealogical struggls in which they saw
our planek invalved. Early publication was granted ao thet lppdeca and teachara might be trained
and tranelations of the book could be published in gther languages. Yarious inskrucktlons waco
given for the publication af tha bapk including the procurement af an international copyright.

In preparation for tha pubileatlen of Tha Urankla Boalk the Urantle Foundation was satablishad

by 8 Declaration of Trugk undar the laws af Lthe Tiate of Illinols on Jonuary 11, 1950. Tha
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Foundation ia managed by a five nenber Board of Trustess Who oce nppainkted For 1ife fermo.  The
Lrustaes’ duties end responsibilities nore dafined in Lhe Declacation af Trust. Amgng tha rast

E“purtnnt of these are the publicatlon of Tng Urantin Bogk and preserving its text lnvialate im
perpetuilby,

Hhen the Foundaklon mods an oppeal to the Forunm membeca far Funds to cowver Eha fipsk printing
af 10,000 coples tha ceaponps wam immediats. The cost of the First sditlon wan around &75,000.
ihe book 18 printed ok Ehe Crawfacdaville, Indigna plant of R. A. Donnelley and Sana Conpany end
Wag published by Urantia Foundation oan Octohar L2, 1355,

Urantin Brotharhaod

Menbera of the Forum recognized that scme mart of fraternal seganization wes sure te graw out
af tha teachings aof The Urpnfin Bast, Accardingly they orgonlzed the Urantia Brethechood an
January 2, 1952 end the Trantin Hrgthachaod Corpormtion, which acks as the legal gnd flacal agant
of the Brotherhood, o lppnpsp 2l, 1355 inder the laws of Ehe State of Tilinoks, [In December, 1959
tha Intermal Revenun %urahﬂ of tha United Skates tuled Ehak Urantig Foundokion, Urantila
Brotherhood, snd Urantls Brothachaad Larporation wers tax exsnpb, not for profit afganizations,

The orgenlzatlonal bullding blocks of Urenkin Brothorhood ere local Scclekisa which EnETOE
from motuce study grovss wnd Funetisn with grest nvkanamy. These Soeistles slack dalegates to the
Trlannial Delagata Asmanbly, who in turn elect tha thirbty-six menbess of khe Genmcml Coungil, the
gavarning bady of Urantiam Brotherhood. The Beathechoad is not intecestod in aterting & new celi-
gdan, arganizing & eshurch, or prongting ony kind of religious fnsklbubian, Thay are prisorlly
interested in the spiritual stimulntion and grawkh af people of all Faitha and teligions,

Aa of 198& there are FLFEesn Secletips 8nd araund three hundred study groups scattered
throughout the werld. Study groups spring up apanteneocusly and sonetines are neeting for yearcs
before Urantia Brotherhood discovers thalr existenss. A Franch tranalation of The Urantis Beak
waB published in 1962 and o Spandsh translation L8 now belng orepared for publlcatiom, Even
Eheugh there Is no organized pramaktlon of this large {2097 pgageal and expensive ($34.00) book
around 10,000 coples n year are oold., It is rether omozing that in m time when ceporbers are sxo-
mining all kinda of cults and new religipus novemenktn, The Urantis 2eck hos recelysd g Eunnrnl
publiclby. The aocademic world im just beginning to discover ite existence 68 o soucce o re@snrch
and evaluation. In 1983 Or. Jacques Rheauns at the University af Obtews wrote o doctoral thesis
an the topic "An Analysis of a Ravealed Text: Jhe URANTIA Book™ [Arnlyse d'un Texka Havels: The
Urantin Beak), And in 1985 there was an Anerlcan Acadeny of Aeligien Censultation an the thems
"The Ueantla Book in Aaligious Studies,”

Future Reamarch

dince there are no echolarly publicobions an The Urantlas Bock and Ehera im a growin geogs
rooté interest in tha book among educated and responsibile peeple, [ belisve At nay be time to
Initiate an Anprican Acodemy of Religlan Seminac for echolocly examination of its nafy Foceked
cosnolegy,; theology, mnd anthropology .
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