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No known author

Unusual book has Quad Cities followmg

By CONNIE CONROY E '||'t| il'--u' AT
Remisater Eaiier g f Ykt ! |l,

There's a book club that meets every Monday night
at the Hauberg Center in Hock Islapd; but only the
topics chainge — not the book,

Members of the UHANTIA Book Club al'.ud:.r oty
what else, the URANTIA Book — a wvolume of 2,087
PaEES with no known authar.

“Ti's quita A heavy tome, " acearding to clob member
Richard Preiss, The book is not only Eeavy in fs actual
weight, but in Its subject matter, toa.

The URANTLA Book is not a wolume to lake home
and sum-up e contents with a 25-word book report. 1E
iz book of universal ldeals end thought-provoking
treatises, In shorl, it i3 & book that nmmntﬁ the kind af
dlscussion reminiscent of college ¥ COUTSES,

The book and its name = copyr te-d the URAN-
Tia Foundation, based in Chicage. The not-for-profit
organization has no political or religicus allegiances,
The Foundation's main responsibility 1s to aversea the
publieationof the book which retails for 834,

THE TITLE OF THE BOOK — URANTIA — i5 the
name given to the planet earth. The book ilself (= divid-
gdl into fopr parts: The Central apd Spperuniverses,
The Local Universa, The Hizstory of URANTIA, and
The Life and Teachings of Jasns,

The book's subject matter |5 & mix of historical, fic-
tual and religious cantenl. However, members are
gulek to stress that the URANTIA Book Club is not a
relipions group nor apy Lype of cult:

e ‘have Baptists, | Catholics, agnosties, ex-
seminnriang,’” Frelss gald of the group, “We don't do
anvthing else together but maet here together,"

At B recent meeting there were oight parlicipants
present. Their cecupations ranged from freclance
weiter, advertizsing executives, a real estete sgent, a
farmer and & forfmer tencher, There are no dues or
club cEficera.

To aceamodate a recent wisilor [o the group,
membaers start reading on pag:aiji.li’ﬂ. Paper 103, ""The : ’
Reality of Religious Experlance, Members of the I_TRANTIA Book Club sit around 8@ members, clockwise from left, are: Herman Nelson,

mfi%?mmni?:;&;ﬁ nl-lumttl quau?‘]lgluu!inﬂﬁ table at the Hauberg Center recently to read and Barbara Cuchra, Dave Missavage, HRobert
the text or for gonersl discussion. (Weekly meetings dizcuss the URANTIA Book — a 1955 publication with  Hengerer, Tim Young, Linda Prelss, Tony DeVore

are not il canducted the same.) For example, one of more than 2,000 pages and no known author. Some &nd Richard Preiss,
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LEETERL VWarets Al — not eXacily Yonr Iypical,
pre-bediime reading [are, As the conversaticn pro=
ezsps, however, parallels are drawn belween the
k-and everyday situations.
Obionsly, the DHANTIA Book is not for everyone
and the Boak elub members are the first to admit this,
“There's the desive to do this kind of thing, " said Tim

Reminder phatos by Tem Kirsmell

Richard Preiss takes his furn reading from the

URANTIA Book.

Youlg, refercing to intalleqtun] stimuylation. ¥oung,
whin bias Biely ey tne ook for 81 yoenrs, and Tomy
DeVore came {rom Maocatine every Monday to diseuss
the beok af Hauberg,

Many of the current members of the group stumbled:
upan each other: by acoident and begen meeting four
years agda In each other's homes. Last August the
mentings . moved o the Hauberg Center: Dave
Missavage; whe now Bioms n mical East Maline, used
to come from Monmouth for the meetings.

THE BOOK IS LARG E énough to encompéss soveral
far-reaching toples, ineluding the formation of the ear-
th's; ar URANTIA'S  URiverss:

UI've mel groups of people that have read only the
last third of the bock, " Missavage s3id.

*“They kave 5 segment on the ice ages that is vary,
yery aceweata, ' added Barbara Cuchra.

Several of the group members Bgreed that thef ap-
proached the' book with skepticiz=m, especially when
they fearned that the book was written by **suthors of
divine pecganality. " According tothe URANTIA Foun-
dation, the book's manescript - appeared in 3934
authors unknown, #nid-the book was copyrighted in
19685,

ACCORDING TO PREISS, “'It's an intelloctual ap-
progch to God. It addresses 20th century concepts, mot
in simple-minded  paribles, A Lof more pEl:l[.'l[-E I-DA'J&}"

Subsidies to expand day care

By BETTY FULLER
With more new mothers retuming earlier to’ the
working  foree and  the nomber of single parcot
families increasing, the need has grown for day carg
services that include the E%E group & woeks to 2 years,

And with hatp from publle and privats subsidics,
some families which previowsly I::wlr]u't afford day
care secvices might beable to afford it

For example, Laural Walker, director of Skip-A-
Lopng Day Care Center Inc., HEasst Moline, says tha
center plans o expand its present service, now serv-
ing children ages T 10, to include 8 ¥OUOEer group.

Slﬁanl,mg is subsidized by United Way funds, Ti-

] funds — federal funds adminkstered by the
state under state block grants — and alao by federal
revenue sharing funds from Silvis, East Moline and
Houth Moline township.

Those who ask for subsidies muost meet incarme
guidelines. And Lo get Title XX funds, spplicants must
be working or else recelving spproved schoolin or
training.

Walkar said subsidies are available also for abused
and neglected children.

ara ASKINE DIERLT questlons abaul scienee.

Someaof the members said thay have mef scientists
whi ciaim that sema of the pessages; such s the for-
mation of the universe, are scientifically accurata.

‘Wriginally, 1 tried to approach’ it by trying to
disprove i, Missavege sald,

Linda Prius said the book offers more than intellsc-
tual discussion, “Each of us peeded something more, "
ghe said. “*For me, this has been o faith expericnce. ™

Readers of the UHANTIA EBEeok realize that
nonreaders may not understand their fascinetion of
this umpsnal book, ‘and they can'sccept other peopla’s
skepticiam with a sense of humor,

T WOULD BE LIKE Bob Newhart Lrying Lo sell the
game of baseball over the phone to the Parker
Brothers, " Herman Nelaonsald, “Given the bare facls
. o Nelson's voice tcailed off and the other group
members started laypshinge.

“It's really na different than a stamp cluob that mests
here,"” Richard Preiss said of' the URANTIA Book
Club. *We don't stend on ceremony that rmueh. ™

The membars' only guide through the URANTIA
Hook is to know that they egch give their best effort in
interpreting the ook

{The booki spectfically supfesis you cxamine
cyerything in your e " Nalsan sald.

A1l of the book's concepts carey good will," Proiss
added.

Huo Manhand, licensing, representativa with the [1-
linois Departmant of Children and Family Services,
says there 15 8 definite need for more day care ser-
vices for the yoonger ajie group: She podnted ook ik
almost takes two people working to a family,
and the need-is inereasad by professional women who
don't want to leave their jobs during the child-raizing
¥BATH:

In_the Nlingls Quad-Cites, area cénters zerving
younger age groaps are the Florence Aldridge Child
Davelopment’ Canter, East Moline, sérving ages 15
months o 6 years; Just Kids, Rock Island, secving
ages & weeks to 12 vears; Sunzhine Group Day Cane
Preschool and Hindergarten, Rock Island, 15 months
fo 12 wears; Sunny Acres Day Care and Preschool,
Milan, 15 months to IZ years, and The Children's
Placg, Moling, al=so 15 months to 12 years,

The Children's Place and Just Eids also offer ndght
CATE,

BECAUSE OF sobaidies & center may have slots
available hpﬂrgﬂl‘.ﬂ: at l'vEd.'l.I:EEd prlleB Flasts
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