
Because of nwnemus inquidies Whicil have bieen received, it has seemed neces- 
mry t o  make a brief s t a t h n t  regarding &he origin of the  Urantig movement. 

I 

~hdr Urantia Book t e l l s  of' kts own or ig in  and the  page references appear on 
the back of  the  paper jac+t. P m m  this fist we quote the  following: 

i "In the contacts made with the  r i o r t a l  beings of the matel"ial worlds, 
such as v l t h  the subj/8ct through whom these cominunications were 
transmitted, t he  -ddwpy creatures are always emploa-ed. They are an 
essent ia l  fac tor  in such l i s i s o n s  sf t h e  s p i r i t u a l  and the  material  
leve ls  ." p, 865. 1 

I 

rift was the wrk of this secondaqy- group (midwayers), ably seconded 
by cer ta in  of the  p r w q  corps, t hz t  brought about the  co-ordiiation 
of personal i t ies  and hi~cumstances on Urantia w b c k  f ina l ly  induced 
the planetary ce les t&l  supervisors t o  i n i t i a t e  those pe t i t ions  t h a t  
resul ted i n  the ,grantIn.g of the  mandates mking possible tha  se r i e s  
of revelations of  whwfiiph this presentation i s  a part . I t  p. 885. 

''On m a n y  w r l d s  the bpt te r  adgpted ssesndary midway creatures are able 
t o  a t t a i n  varying de ees of contact with the Thought Acijusters of 
cer ta in  favorably co % t i t u t e d  martals through t h e  s k i l l f u l  penetration 
of the ntinds of the l b t t  erst  indweuog. (And it was by just such a 
fortuit.ous cornbinatio o f  c a s d c  adjustinents tbt these revelations 
were :naterialized i n  he English lankpage on L'rantia. ) I n  p, 1258. i 
'!The Adjuoter of the  human being *-ugh whom t h i s  oomunication i s  
being made enjoys such a wide scape ~ , 9  a c t i v i t y  ohi&f?Ty because of 
t h i s  humvll s aL,ast cbmplete indifference t o  an; o~itward zaanifestations 
of the Adjuster's inner presence; it i s  indeed fortuna%e that he re- 
mains consciously. yu% e unconcerned about the  ent i re  procedure. He 
holds one of the hi- Ed , y e-erisnced Adjusters o f  h i s  day and genera- 
t i on ,  and yet his pasbfve sesctian ta, and i nac t im concsrn toward, 
the  phenomena associabed with t h e  presence in h i s  d n d  of this versatzle 
Adjuster i s  pronouncek ha- t he  guardiar1 o f  destiny t o  be a rare and 
for tui tous react ion. '1 p . 12Q8-9 I 

The subJeat thmugh whom t ese papers were transmitted and t h e  v e q  itnar'lt 
group which had t h e  respon ibiZi ty far the  pmtec t i sn  of the ~llanuscripk we f anonylm0u-s and will remain so. It was tile interrtian of the superhuman authors 
of these papers t ha t  no h n name should be attached t o  t h i s  revelation and 
the group has proceeded a c  "0" ordir~gly. %he revelation must stand on its own 
declarations and teachings 1 
The phenomenon of the .t;ranbittaL of the  m t e r i a l  t hough  the  h m  mind h t o  
w i s h  was not fully understood bg aryrcrne who had any connectiorr with it, 
btrt. it mag be s t a t ed  tha t  it is not sMlar t o  other  known types of psychic 
performance, such as hygnotim, antomatic w c l t i n i ; ,  clairwgrwce, traneetim, 
s p i r i t  mediumship, telepat*, W l e  personality, o r  anytilbg else of this 
aort . I 

I 



While the  papers were i n  mnuscript fora.,, a soxiewhat la rger  group was permitted 
t o  mad and study the papdrs, It was t h i s  group which provided the money t o  
have the pla tes  made and these plates were presented t o  t h e  Urantia Founda- 
t ion ,  a non-profit t r u s t ,  which was organized on Jamam ll, 1950, by a 
Declaration of T r u s t  under t he  laws of the State  of I l l i no i s .  The Fountiation 
owns the international copyright on the  book and is  responsible f o r  protect- 
ing the t e x t  and f o r  arranging fo r  the  reprinks of the book and f o r  transla- 
tions. pi Urantia Book was published by t h e h ~ d a a t i o n  on October 12, 1955. 

Although it ks clear  tha t  &he purpose of t he  Urantia revelation i s  not t o  
s t a r t  a new religion or  r d i g i o u s  denomination, the Urantia group recognized 

I that some s a r t  of f ra terna l  organization was sure t o  grow out of the  teachings 
of the Urantia Eook. Acc~rdingly a group of 36 people assembled ;in Chicago 
on January 2, 1955, and organized the Urantia Brotherhood. The cocstitution 
of t h e  Urantia Bmtherilood designates it as  a volunLarj, ihocally autonomous, 
f ra terna l  organization. Psovision i s  i;zade f o r  chartering loca l  societ ies  and 
foster ing study groups. % date a n W e r  of such p u p s  have been organized 
throughout the country and world. 

Since the UranLia Brotiler'mod is not a legal  corporatiai, the  Urantia Brother- 
hood Corporation was chartered a s  a nonGprofit organization of the  State of  
I l l i n o i s  on October 25, 1955. TiLs corporation i s  the f i s c a l  agent of the 
Srotherlrood and i n  a general wax takes care of the  varied f inancial  and l ega l  
in t e res t s  of the Brotherhood. 

I n  December 1959 the Internal  Revenue Bureau of tile United States  government 
ruled t h a t  the Urantia i!oundation, the UraRtia Brotherhood, and the  Urantia 
Brothe r b o d  Corporation were exempt f r o m  paj-ing income taxes,  and tha t  any 
contributions made t o  these organizations are  deductible f r m  the income taxes 
of such donors. 

Although the m r l d  i s  not ready fo r  tile book a t  this t iue ,  permission t o  
publish was given so t h a t  study groups could be formed t o  t r a i n  teachers and 
leaders and so tha t  men of means might be interested t a  provide for  transla- 
t i o n  into other languages. This work i s  now being carried on, not by adver- 
t i s i n g  and pmmotion a t  the  present time, but largely by personal contact, 
which has proved t o  be mre effective. 

In conclusion, it should be emphasized tha t  while the  f ac t s  concerning the  
h i s to r i c i ty  of the Wrantia Book have some limited significance, tile qual i ty  
and importance of the philosophical and religious insights  of the Urantia Book 
can m$Q be ascertained only by evaluating the content of the book. Origin 
o r  authorship does cot establish the  worth of a boo& a poem, o r  a piece of 
a r t .  I ts  worth nust r e s t  solely on i t s  own in t r ins i c  merit. 7 



Handwritten note: I sent this 
to Warren (Kulieke) as my 

suggestion to replace 
Meredith’s (Sprunger’s) 

history. 
 

 
A Brief History about the Urantia Movement 

 
Because of numerous inquires which have been received, it has seemed necessary to 
make a brief statement regarding the origin of the Urantia movement. 
 
The Urantia Book tells of its own origin and the page references appear on the back of 
the paper jacket. From this list we quote the following: 
 
“In the contacts made with the mortal beings of the material worlds, such as with the 
subject through whom these communications were transmitted, the midway creatures are 
always employed. They are an essential factor in such liaisons of the spiritual and the 
material levels.” p. 865. 
 
“It was the work of this secondary group (midwayers), ably seconded by certain of the 
primary corps, that brought about the co-ordination of personalities and circumstances on 
Urantia which finally induced the planetary celestial supervisors to initiate those petitions 
that resulted in the granting of the mandates making possible the series of revelations of 
which this presentation is a part.” p. 865. 
 
“On many worlds the better adapted secondary midway creatures are able to attain 
varying degrees of contact with the Thought Adjusters of certain favorably constituted 
mortals through the skillful penetration of the minds of the latters’ indwelling. (And it 
was by just such a fortuitous combination of cosmic adjustments that these revelations 
were materialized in the English language on Urantia. “ p. 1258. 
 
“The Adjuster of the human through whom this communication is being made enjoys 
such a wide scope of activity chiefly because of this human’s almost complete 
indifference to any outward manifestations of the Adjuster’s inner presence; it is indeed 
fortunate that he remains consciously quite unconcerned about the entire procedure. He 
holds on of the highly experienced Adjusters of his day and generations, and yet his 
passive reaction to, and inactive concern toward, the phenomena associated with the 
presence in his mind of this versatile Adjuster is pronounced by the guardian of destiny to 
be a rare and fortuitous reaction.” P 1208-9. 
 
The subject through whom the papers were transmitted and the very small group which 
had the responsibility for the protection of the manuscript are anonymous and will remain 
so. It was the intention of the superhuman authors of these papers that no human name 
should be attached to this revelation and the group has proceeded accordingly. The 
revelation must stand on its own declarations and teachings. 



 
The phenomenon of the transmittal of the material through the human mind into English 
was not fully understood by anyone who had any connection with it, but it may be stated 
that it is not similar to other known types of psychic performance, such as hypnotism, 
automatic writing, clairvoyance, trance, spirit mediumship, telepathy, double personality, 
or anything else of this sort. 
 
While the papers were in manuscript form, a somewhat larger group was permitted to 
read and study the papers. It was this group which provided the money to have the plates 
made and these plates were presented to the Urantia Foundation, a non-profit trust, which 
was organized on January 11, 1950, by a Declaration of Trust under the laws of the State 
of Illinois. The Foundation owns the international copyright on the book and is 
responsible for protecting the text and for arranging for the reprints of the book and for 
translations. The Urantia Book was published by the [Urantia] Foundation on October 12, 
1955. 
 
(A note is inserted in the left margin that says, “Begin here.” ) 
 
Although it is clear that the purpose of the Urantia revelation is not start a new religion or 
religious denomination, the Urantia group recognized that some sort of fraternal 
organization was sure to grow out of the teachings of the Urantia Book. Accordingly a 
group of 36 people assembled in Chicago on January 2, 1955, and organized the Urantia 
Brotherhood. The constitution of the Urantia Brotherhood designates it as a voluntary, 
locally autonomous, fraternal organization. Provision is made for chartering local 
societies and fostering study groups. To date a number of such groups have been 
organized throughout the country and world.  
 
Since the Urantia Brotherhood is not a legal corporation, the Urantia Brotherhood 
Corporation was chartered as a non-profit organization of the State of Illinois on October 
25, 1955. This corporation is the fiscal agent of the Brotherhood and in a general way 
takes care of the varied financial and legal interests of the Brotherhood. 
 
In December 1959 the Internal Revenue Bureau of the United States government ruled 
that the Urantia Foundation, the Urantia Brotherhood, and the Urantia Brotherhood 
Corporation were exempt from paying income taxes, and that any contributions made to 
these organizations are deductible from the income taxes of such donors. 
 
Although the world is not ready for the book at this time, permission to publish was given 
so that study groups could be formed to train teachers and leaders and so that men of 
means might be interested to provide for translation into other languages. This work is 
now being carried on, not by advertising and promotion at the present time, but largely by 
personal contact, which has proved to be more effective. 
 
In conclusion, it should be emphasized that while the facts concerning the historicity of 
the Urantia Book have some limited significance, the quality and importance of the 
philosophical and religious insights of the Urantia Book can be ascertained only by 



evaluating the content of the book. Origin or authorship does not establish the worth of a 
book, a poem, or a piece of art. Its worth must rest solely on its own intrinsic merit. 
 
[This is a transcription of the original paper which was too light to read without the aid 
of a computer program that gave it a blue background and made the text more visible. It 
has been transcribed as a service to those who cannot decipher the original text. 
VLJClark 08April2007] 
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