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Dear Dr. Sprunger,

By a somewhat devious route & copy of the
Urantia Book and your resding guide have come %o my
abbention. 1 was intrigued to learn what Urantia
waz all sbout. I did no%, of course, labor through
the entire tome, but checked relevant sections hare
and thers. 4 copy of my julgments concarning Urantia,
which I have prepared fo¢ one of my church membard
fron whom I got the book, is enclosed. I should be
interested in your response to the sirictures which I
have levelsd against the good book.

Sincerely yours,

by —y
HEC:im W
Or. Heredith J. Sprunger

Culver, Indiana



Copy of erlticlsm of the Urantis Book recelwved from Rew. Hoberts E. Chiles,
Condord MeShodlist Chureh, 953% Norbh Maln 5%., Daybon 15, Ohlo, Yov. 7, 1558

"TRAMT IA BOOKM

I. Sourcas ond Attituda

It 1s frusfirating %o aStemph %o crk ielze miterinls which purpork %o be
direcs revelations. There are nc manuscrips e ezumine, perscns 3o interview,
historical situaticns %o investigate. I% is so with Urantia. Since it #akes
fraquent refarenco Yo the Biblical Faith, it can, however, be judged how far it
1o true %o this fnith, There are also aome parallels that ocan be dravn with
other intellschusl movements. Uranbie pleads for openninded, tuleoraht investig-
ation. Howsawer, the God of the Fibls, to which i% mkes fregquent Fsference, is often
designated by thdedlblo as a Jealous God whose wrath is made knmown %o his poople
vwhen thay g whoring afber folse Goeds. Thiz will be the attitude of thoae judgmenta,

II. 01d Tostomant

In itas schene of development Uranila treats the Adamic shory andppmiddd
as relating %o mctual history. THhIs, of ecourse, blatantly igncres
the results of oritical blblienl scholorship for the pnat 168 years, Trooi-
igs groat fizures in the pre-Chriatlan Hre, persons from China, and India, and
Greece, are indisked. Vory earefully, hmaver, the prophets of the 0ld Testament
ara omitied, the resson being, of cowan, that they stood in flah contradictim %o the
scheme Urantia Hewelopoes.

II1. Rewnlatory Hisbory

Urontiia reflects o complete misunderstanding of bistory es i% is viewed
in & ke BEibla. The Covenant Commurity Isrsel, %he Acka of God, snd ewvents in
which he enoountered his people - ell Lthese things that reflech the acandal of
mrticeularity esre ignored. For the Bible Ood is one who acts, not one who pub-
lishes inapiring idens, The Bible glves li%ile ground for the sssumpiion that
Rovelatinn is evolutionary and progrossive. The God who neted in the Exoduos is
the seme God who delivers his children from the bondege of sin in Christ. The
Bible does net encourage people to look for & new dlscloaure of tduth. Its
chlef injunctlons are REVMEMBER and CHEY.

IV. Anthropelory

Urantis uSterly misconoeives the Biblical underatmnding of man. Td ip-
nores mn'e situation as e cresture of finite freedom anxious and tempted to
self-aasertion in order %o gecure himself in existence. Urantia is almost
wholly without a doctrine of sin. There seom to be no hintw of the bondape of
tha will which reguires that God meb first before man oan make the sliphtest
overture feward salveiion. For Ureantis man is finite and ignoroant and ensleved
by matter; for ths Bible man 13 anxicus, fellen, snd spiritually perverse,
Theore is no ocommon ground betwesn these fwe wviews.

Ve Jogus and She Hew Testamand

Urentia's views of Jesus can be found in & thousend ploces nmong
raticnelissic interpretears of Christienlty ebout 1930. Its antl-Pauline bias has
beanredlinguished by every informed New Testament scholar. The stress upon the
teachings of Jesus are snother illustratlon of its oubdeted position. Urandia
iznores tho eareful study of the Gospels which places queation marks affer a
groat deal of the supposed ubterances of Jesus. Urantia is nob conbinuous with
nor supplemsnt to the New Testamend es claimed; bud, rether, has a host of
affinities with Gonostic tendoncies which are wiclently opposed in tle MHew
Tastamont.



VI. Salvation by 1llumination

A3 a consequonce of the posltions it holds, salvatlon, for Hrantia,
i3 lmowledzo, a fora of Cnools, of salvatisn by seczots, Socrota discisdaed
in thia iratacce, by souped-up celostial sorvanta, Falth lagirisoed of tha
axlstential choractoristies whiich indelibly mark it in 3lblical religion. The
atonmant i3 reduced to tho vunialing point becausas oan 12 not ai ful and God
is asracaslas, The incamation is mongtrously exbonded as a pact of a collagction
of bazgar ensmationa.

VII. Unbluskng Flaiariam

The Yrantia book pives 1littls material ovidence (in strle and content)
of boirg composad by a host of differant poopla as elalmad, BHut Sueh aoran,
Lt uttorly ignores the raligis—ohilasasphie moveients of Leoplatonisn ard Unostieisan,
from woleh obviously 18 oag bean dtolan., VYarwing ideslogiss of tha ancient
world are survayed, but oddly, Heoplat mism and Gnosticism aro ondtted. The
maat suparficial cogparison with those horosiea discloses that Yraniis is Just
about w8 naw a3 the New Testament, which 13 to say, it was alive in “ew Testaunent
times and mariced out in detail by tho third century A.D. Aboit all that 18 new
is gwip cosmolopical spec:lation of disdous plausibility and sxe Impossibla
verilage tha wald do 82i bt cradit %o o cheap scinpoo=-fletion novel. The
easy—coing tolerant symerotlss of thesa passude-roliplovs movenments, and tharefors
af Urantla, stands a% the far pals fron tho majestic, sovareisn demard of
Jaltien, the -od of Alrahsm, Isaac, and Jacob,

Urantia i3 a fraud and a hoampl, OF e urse, much that is true inadvert-
antly appears in it, 1t would ba impoasibla to write 2100 pages and avold =
raality altozether, It unfolds t4o npelodromatic shotgun wedding of mecond-hared
Heoplatondzed Unostician and alipashod Protestant rationalism to sanctified }
sciance=liction ami oheer gasm fooldstmess. The bastard of fsprlng of this
union 13 called Yrentia, “here 13 no place for 1t dn thallguse of tho Laxd,
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