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AICHARD &, BOMEWITE March 5, 1953

Dr., Meredith J. Sprunger
307 N. Plymouth Street
Culver, Indiana

My dear Sprunger:

I certainly appreciated your sending me your
recent correspondence concerning the Urantia book, and I am not
surprised to see you take the tolerant but determined stand, and
I wish you every success, May I ask if you receive any reply
from Dr. Wagner, that you would send me copy?

I am enclosing herewith correspondence received
from our mutual friend, Harrah; alsc a letter from and to Rew,
Meussling, that I know will be 2 comfort to you.

1 was indeed pleased, but not surprised, to learn
the reasonable attitude taken by Rev. Kroehler,

I shall be pleased to have you keep me informed
of this situation, as I feel in the end it will prove succeasiul,

With best wishes, and hoping to see you in the
near future, I am

Sincerely yours,
AP :
M
L, M.Hammearschmidt

LMH, H
Enc,



EXCERPT FROM A LETTER, DR. WAONER TO PRESIDENT KROEHLER, JANUARY 23, 1958

fs I wrote you previously, I submitted the Urantla volume and a
miscellanscus collection of materials which had been given to me by the elder
fram Dr. Bprunger's church, to two membere of the faculty of Miaslon House
Seminary wvhose names, I will msk you, for cbvious reasons to keep confidential
if in my previous correspondence I indlcated the two I hed in mind. They are
both man in wvhem I bave as full confidence in thelr theologieal competence and
Chriastian comvietion as I have in any of the theoleglang of our Church. I
chose them, morecver, because they are of the same seminary ard graduate school
as is Dr. Sprunger and could, therefore, be expected to study thils material
with the fullesst posalble synmpahty for the man and the views to which he ceems
to be ccmmitted. The reaction to the Urantla teachings whilch theae two
theclogians coneur in is reflected in the following paragraphs:

"Mich of the mmterdal strikes cne s Gnostie. The Church rejected
Gnogticism because it substituted speculation for faith and
pretanded to know more gbout Jesuas Christ than the cormonly accapted
tredition of the Chwrch. Onog con only rend this material having a
varning of Paul in mind: 'Take heed lest there shall be any ona that
maketh spoll of you through his philosphhy and vailn deceit, after the
traditions of men, after the rudiments of the world, apd not after
Christ'. (Col. 2:8)

"Tt would be an interesting study for a retired professor of Church
History to evaluate the sinmllarities between the Urantla Bock and the
anclent Gnostic systems. In vant of a better suggestion, the problem
ey also be sugposted for investigation in a 5.T.M. thesils.

"I perscnally have a hard time penstrating the depths of the Bible and
appropriating its rich vocabulary. If I should spend further time
acquainting myself with the 'gobbledygeck' of the Urantla Bodk, I
would be ready to have my heod cxamined!

"As Protegtants we have no 'Index'. There is no cbjection to reading
this boak. But one may alsco reecall: 'All things are lawful for me;
tut not all things are expedient.' (I Cor. 6:12

We rust remind readers of the book that the Church acinowledges
God's final revelation in Jesus Chrlst. To claim that the Urantia
Book i 8 new revelation is to excamrmunleata ocneself fronm the
fallowship of the Church.

"This book edds absolutely nothing to cur faith in God as Creater,
Fedeemer and Sanctifier. It is superflucus.”

nma of thase thaologinns added to the above paragraphs in whieh both
eoncurred his own compent in these words: "I do not ses how one can harmonize
the Urantia Bock's teachings with the Bibliesl mensape. The Church,
ita history, has strongly reslsted a diffusion of the Revelaticn. Christianity
stands upon the revelation of Cod in Jesus Christ. Whils the BEvangeliecal and
Beformed Church allovs considerauble freedom of interpretation, it has elearly
stated in the constitution that this freedom is to e exercised responsibly
within the context of the Seriptures.”
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The Bey, Hampes G, Froshldap

Dear President ¥roenlae:

L2t me then< you Tirat of all for the wery thoughtful letter youo
wrots econtalping obsarvabions on tne matier wnich has bBeen referred to a
special commitvtee of Symod Presidents of which Dr. 8linghoff is chairman.
Loam sure obher members of thnat commilttes will bave zimilar comments  Ba maks
and T Hope they follow the procadure you did of aldressing coples to all the
cther members of the committes =pd T would appreciate Teceivisg B cony in
efeln fhgtance mysel7l,

I write you now with respect. to the situstion involwving Dr.Sprunger.
1 read with zonsiderabie interest your letter of Ssbruary 1L reporting &
conference you had had the previous day with Dr. Spronger on the "irantia™
book and movement., It seemed to me that you had moved again with wisdom and
with the "Christian concern” which one of our By-Iaws enjoins uzon usz in all
ipstances wherse w2 are dealing with a fellow minister, Certainly, as T think
I made ‘clear in my previous correspandsoce with you on this matter, it uas a
sourcs of real distress to me that I felt obligated to fake up this aquestion
witn you =t 811,

I an now averl more greatly distresszed Dy two developmeots which

fave come to oy attention ginge rqcej'.'j::]g your February 1% letter. First, I
am informed that on Sunday, Febhruary 15, a5 T underatend, Dy, Sorunger
preached & sermon in the church at Sulver 1o which references were made £o
"traitors" end "quislings", ete., which references mppear to have bteen easily
understood as directed really towerd those wha have been disouieted by

Lr. Sorunger's interest 1n "krantia!. I have noowdy of verifying this
-nfvirmatnon.. IF anvEhing ‘of thils sersicld take (plies. At wsildisass nat at
21l sensistantowain vhat wausleth Golves Gnlerntaniing oo

nttitude Lo belapd {5 ocertpind A nnt e in Keeping with the fipe spirit
Wnleh I mys2lr have alwiys thousnt Dre. 3prungsy ba ke possessed with., .ﬂ.n"l
eartainly, beyond skl nossibility of doubt enything of this sart cannoct help
tun p2gult in widening any vresch which may at present exist or he locipient
noAike congregation at Cuibar. 'Phis f5 a matter which it geems to me you

21l have to esnearn yourzelfl Yith Curther, unpleasampt as T know such further
catncery Wil he-te o
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Second, today (Febrmarey 20) T have o letter £rom Dp. Lprunger
reporting his having hed the visit from you and saying in the sscond

L] o gy Tl
Limsaiq



Tha Hov. Henry G, Kroahlar el Mareh 5, 1958

sentence, "May I asgure you that my concern regarding the harmony and proper
teaching of the people of Grace Church fs idesntical with your judgment and
Henry Hroenler®s. 1In fact T had decided on this polley before Henry spoke ta
me." But then as I read on through this letter T diseovered scmewhat to my
amazemant that Dr. Sprunger had duplicated copies of this letter addressed to
me bearing oy name at the top of it and the salutaticn "Dear Dr. Wagner" and
a footnote to the letter says "Coples to Grace Church Consistorymen, members
ol the Synodiecal Couneil, and pastors in the Michiana Urantia Study Group".
fme of thne most obviously unfortunate aspects of this duplicated letter is
that it would tell its recipients nothing of the careful and brotherly
correspondence Which bad gone on betwsen you and me in this instance, nor of
the strategy which T resorted to in having two responsible and competent
membars of the faculty of the theological seminary of which Dr. Sprunger
himself is B greduvate read the "Urantin" materdsl end give their judgment

upon it. I am greatly distressed at this, since ncoe of the recipients of

Ur. Sprunger®s letter, except yourself, will possibly understand how carefully
we proceseded in this matter.

In the course of his letter to me Dr. Sprunger proposes that the
"Urantin" book and other pertinent material be submitted to "at least threas’
young theologlans like Moss or Shioo end esk them to read the book critically
and share theirevaluations with us". As a matter of fact, we have already
done scomething quite like this in asking the twe theologiens we did ask to
evaluate the book. It does not seem to me that we are at =21l chligeted to
trouble elther ourselves or ancther group of busy teachers with the
regponsibility of this ind.

In the lest peragraph of his letter Dr. Sprunger tells me that,
“thet you may get the feel of the quality of the Urantis book I am serding
¥oul a loan copy”. He goes on to say: "Would you pleaze read from page 1455
{John the Baptist) to the end of the bogk. It would be good 1if you would
check 1t With The Harmony of the Gospels. The light it sheds on difficult
Da3geges, '-rhere_ﬁ?.f:.-"' Hfb‘é._'g‘xﬁgér?uc:-rﬂs- g sgtory, ste. is most ammzing. We
hope in particular, that it may be passible for a number of young, brilliant
theologicel professors to gulde us in this matter.” At this point I simply
bave to respond that T do oot have the time to give toc a careful resding of
this ponderous volume and T do not at all claim to be an expert theologian
and, therefore, would not consider mrself competent to evaluate tha boak from
the standnoint of the preat Christian doctrinal tredition. That was precisely
the reason why, rather than Lrust my own Judgment, I chose the procedure of
gubmitting this volume to the study of twe competent theslopical prafessors.

I turn now to another consideration which grews cub of rour letier
ard Dr. Scounger's: You had mentioped the fact that "he has had seven or
elght pastors read the book vhe also seem to have becoume quite comvinced nf
its dpherent value. They meeb falrly repularly onee s month tn discuss ite

massage.” Dr. Sprunger refers to what I take to be this group when he spesks
af "pastors in the Michimna Urantis Study Group”. Thies 15 one of the

alarming aspects of what has developed in this connection and seems all bhe
more fo maka 1t o matiter of proper synodical concern.
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March 5, 1958

¥our letter menticned, on the basis of what you learnad frem

[r. Sprunger, that "he hag also formed a study group in the community, whilch
tng regularly besn meeting to discuss the 'Urantia Book'". "They bavs up to
the present tlme met in the bazement of the parsonage. He agreed that 1t would
ve advisable not to have the group meet fhera nor in any other church building.
This group includes people of the congregation as well as othar peaple from

he community and he definitely slso plans to ecomtinue being a member of this
study group.” The trouble with this situstion is that even tnough he
participates in & group meeting outside the chureh and in a growp made up not
wholly of members of the congregation, Dr. Sprunger caDnot possibly divest
himself of his identification as pastor of Grace fhurch and as an ordailned
minister of the Evengelical amd Reformed Church. I Ao not believe that elther
Dr. Sprunger or the Symcd can averlaonk this very obviocus fact. A1l of this
1sads me to racall the phraseclogy of the '"Form for Licensur=", in which every
ppplicant for licensure, firat =tep to ordination, stated, "T hereby testify
that I sccept the doctrinal standards of the Evangelical and Reformed Church
as authorltative interpretations af the easential truth taught in the Holy
Seriptures and promise to preach ard teach the sare. I alse promise that

T will submit to sll admonitions and decisions of those authorities 8o Llong &g
1 remain o member or an officer »f the EBvengelical apd Reformed Church." It
gpems to me that here is a basic ooligation tnat neither Dr. Sprunger nor Aoy
ather minister ordalined by the tvengelical and Reformed Church can afford
morally to forget.

This whole matter is a very difficult and painful ena. If Dr.
Sprunger is disposed to persist in his advocacy of tnis "Urantia™ book's
teachings, we could get into & prolonged and agonizing theological dispute.
BEis letter seems to me to irndicate no {inclinatlon to respect the judgment
already expressed on this book by the two tneologlans to whom 1t was gubmitted.
My hope and prayer is that Dr. sprunger himself, on gecond thought, may come
to Teel that this seemingly escteric interpretation of the Qospel, 1f 1t 18
not an addition £o the Gospel, can only sventuate in trouble for the
econgregatlon, for fphigan-Indiana 3ynod, and for the Church at large. IF
there is any truth in the report of the pature of the sermon preached in
Grace Church last Sunday or the Sunday before, 1t Yould seem that the
tnevitable kind of trouble hag olready bhegun to breax looge. At this poiot
I can only ecounsel you and your assoeiates on the Synodical Counell to
advise further with Dr. Sprangar {n the hope of forestalling further trouble.
T {ntended when 1 began this letter gending a copy of 1t to Dr. Sprunger.

In view of the fack that ascardine to his own lettar to me, eoplas of his
lettar to ma were sent to members af the Synedical Councill among others, T
am taxing the liberty of sending coples of this lettar tn the other members
af the S3ymodical Councll also. Indeed. it now peeurs to me that it waould be
wise Lo send to wach of them & copy of an excerpt from my Jonuary 23 letter
te you whieh will indiecate thne Judgrent on the "Urantin" book expressed by
tha tws theolngiana to whiam it wono submitted.

With kindest personal regards, T am

Yonrs gloceraly,

James . Wogner
JEW vk
cer  M-T Synodlenl Council



CREATIVE LIVING

A Unlgue Book

Thie ls oy last cclumn in the Plymeuth Pllot. T have onjoyed writing
%heze artioles for the last couple of years and much appreciante t he kindness
which the Filot and meny of you howve shown Soward me. The pressure of other
dutles has foroed me to diascontinue writing tho columm.

In this farewsll column I should like %o inireduce ¥ou %o the most
unlque, stimiloting, and consiructive book vhiich T bave ever read. g
Thils book 13 entitled The Urantis Book. It wag published Wy the Urantla
Foundatiicn, 533 Diversey Purlay, Chisngo 14, Illinois, in 1955 and containg
2097 papos ($12). There 1s & copy in the Plymouth Publie Library if you sheuld
llke %o look at it.

It olaims %o be new rovelaticn. This is ne% new; there have been many such
olaims in the past. The thing that is aSartling is the quality and profound
insights of the book., I would caubion you fo read it not a3 rowvelation but
criblcally ns you weuld reod eny cther hook.

Just as atudents of the 1ife of Christ raccgnlze the superlatlwe quallty
of hls characber even though they may reject his divinity, =0 mankind iz destinad
%o recognize the upparalleled quality of the insiphts of the Urantia Bock - even
though they do nob mooepk it as new reveletloh. Ewalusted on the basis of
opirisual insight, philcsophic coheronce, and renlity-centorodness it is far
suporier %o eny book with which I am mequainted.

I knew of no ome who has read %he Urantie Pook in 1ta intirety who has
differed, essentially, from this eweluntim. T lmow of around & dosen ministers
in sewdral donomlnatiions who bave read it and ooneur in this cplnlon. Minishters,
genorally, I find are afraid %o read tho book, Thoy usually brewse through
1t and mnke the proncuncemsnmt: "Hoguush.” I did the same but went ahosd mnd
read 1% anyway and was amzed ot its contents. Most people should begin reading
erousnd page 1495 1n the Lifo of Jaesus end read %o the end of the boglk,

Une would expeot bhgt any authentlo revelation would be continuous with
aot contrary %o previous authentic rewelaticns. Although the New Testamont
presemis o laftler wiew than the 014 Testement, 1t is conbinuocus with 1%,

Tou will discovor thils same parallel Ywiveon the New Cestamemt ond the
Urentie Book. Many of the things Elble studembs have wondered about and
yearnad to know are eclarified in the Uraniia Hook,

ha you read the Urantis Eecok try te do so wlth an opon mind and listen
for the guldance of the Holy Spirit. It stonds or falls on i35 own inner
v lidity or lack of it. If you only browse through the bock, reading s chapher
hore and there, you will in all probability reject 1t. If you will read the
orfiire book, you will atmost certainly understand i%s {ooense significance,

You will discover thaet it doss not advooase & new religion. I% caubtions
repoatodly concerning the dangers of fanatioism. If your rolipiows eenvlotims
are mature and if you have prown in reasonable spiritual ins ight, inspired hy
the Yeachings and pergon of Christ, you will find that reading end even
accepling the Yeachings of the Urantla Book will not ohange any of your
fundamontal religlous convietions. It will eonfirm many things,which, through
the guldance of the Spiri%, you hate surmised te be trus. You will at last
have s religious outlook that is worthy of the suporlaktive teachings and
porsonality of Jesus kcemcoeswpkdoox concernlng God as a loving Universal Father,
Although the book may not chanpe your fundamental ccnviebtlopgs, 1t will add
tremondously to your lmowledge of God. Goad reading and God bless you.




