February 28, 1958

Dr. Bdward W. Brueselke
235 Soukh 54. Peter 5%,
outh Bend 17, Indiana

Danr Ed:

Thank you for your kind lstier, First, T should like to malks slear,
05 I have many times Refore, T am not interasted in gtudying the Urantia
Hook a5 normative revelaticn but as a sourca of wisdom and inzicht adding
%0 the richress of our Chrissian philosophy of lifse.

by cenfral concern is to mssure fresdom of thouzht and disecussion
ameng our ministers. Any attempk %o curteil this freedem, I will oppose
regardless of cost bo my perscnal well-being.

The question of my theolozical orthodoxy is another matter. 1 am
happy %o be questioned about it at any time. The dockrinel standards of
the Swmnpelical and Reformed Chureh BXprass my own personal conviciions.

Our Study Group has been gquite concsrned about the break in fellowship
and this is why we decided to invite everyone in our old Suudy Grous o
attiend and speak freely aboubt the Urantia Book and ofher books we may find
interesting. The reason we have noy done this before is besause you have
been emotionally disturbed about the Urentis Hook and we did not wish o
disturb you moras Now we feel that fellowship iz even more imporiant than
your being upset by our fresdom of discussiocn,

Hegarding the reference to a minister in my letter to Dr. Wapgner, ons
of cur elders %told a group of our people dleoussing the matter: "One of the
ministers of cur region %told me the book was a lot of popoycock.” This is
a4ll T know sbout it. Who the mirister was T do nob konow but I'm raSher sure
he hasn't read much of the Urantia Book.

What of a significant nature could be accomplished by showing ministers
or theclogiens a copy of the Urantia Book, I wouldn't Lknow. ADy pne browsing
through the took would nssume it was "poppysook.” Ve weuld certainly be mors
than heppy to have a number of competent #bholars read the book and aftar
they have read i%, share wikth us their evaluntions. We would want %o meed
with ons of them in person. It is important that younpg theologians like Mass
or Shinn be consulted.

Thenk you again for your lekser, Ede I appreciate your ocncern but
think your enxiety regarding the freedom of objective stody is danzercus.
Will mlap share copies of this letter with Dr. Vingner, MHenry Eroehler, and
Harold Wilke.

Sinoerely yours,

Meredith J. Spronpaer
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February 27, 195

Rev, Meredith J. Sprunger, FPh,D.
215 Mnrth Slate Strest
Culver, Indiznz

Daz=r Meradith:

Tour letter end nots of Februery 25 disturbed me =opewhet,
It seeas to me thot you are attempting to fight back at
something when there is actually nothing to fight back
against, I assume thet now inguirlas will be directed to
me end I shall nzed to o into lengthy explanations con-
cerning the whole matter, &5 you well know by this time,
I do have a few resservations in regard to the stataments
in Mr. Hapd's letter. They are in a sense minor and vet
could possibly have sesrious implicetions, T == just a
11ttle fearful that your letter to thesa various mastors
will actually cause this o become something of a major
is5u8. I may be wrong in my judement in this pegerd and
I certainly do not wish it to become thet,

In a way I feel thet I sheuld now also follow up your
letter with a further word of explanation to these pastors,
For the time being, however, I shall not do that,

1 do not believe that Ed Brusseke was interastsd in doing
anyihing particular in this regerd, with perhaps the axcentian
of inviting several theologlans to study the book through the
Gommisslon on Church and Ministry, I hed & chapea ta spealk
with him briefly on the subject at the South Bend meeting the

other day. I believe that I am interpreting hiz intentions
COrrectly,

So what T am reelly saylng in this letter, Mersdith, is that
I wish you nadn't sent the infermetion to the other pastors.,

Sinceraly,

lenty G. ffroehler

HGE 1hs
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February 2§, 1554

Hev, Heredith Sprunger

Ltrace United Church of Christ
307 Horth Plymouth Street
Lulver, Indiana

Dear Herediths:

First of all let me thank you for sendinz me copies of your letter to
Dr. Wegner and the study group, and a comy of ilr. Hapd's letter to the
Synodical Councils T am glad to know thst the channels of comenication
arc &gain open between us on this matter, TFor your information I am en-
closing & copy of a letter I wrote to fluessling yesterdar,

1f we are to hope to understaad each other, we must first trust esch other
and for the record let me spall out a few things to clear the air. Since we
last wrote to each other about this Uragtiz bock and at your suggestion
dropped any further discussion of it, I have given the metter very 1ittle
thought, except to discuss it with Harold Wilke after you had introdeced the
vock to him (when he was in Culwer, last vear). I also shewed the baok to
& iew ministers and theologians. Specifically, I rememper snowing it to
Dick Scheef, Brevard Childs, Bela Vassady and Fuben Huensmann when they were
gaests in our home,

1 frankly was too busy to think asvout it at all, until Don Calvert came to me
greatly disturbed, 1) about the zeal with which scne members of the Urantia
Study group witnesseff to the effect of this "new revelationt on their ministry
ani 2} about the growing rift in cur ministerial fellaowship because of the
cbvious cleavage beiween those who went fer Urantia and those who didn't and
3} the almost certain disintegration of our earlier theclogical study group,
beeause of this new developmant,

Jince Don spolee to me (some time after our last scheduled theologicsl study
group, which I missad becavse of attendance at Gemeral Council - Februery 10),
I have talked with Lowell Dittmer, for whom I have a spaciel concern as a new
minister - by Synodical assignment.” I learned that he had peen given or leaned
& book but I don't believa he has taken it too geriously.,

I next tried to telk to Dave Sehlundt since he came sarly to our meeting last
fonday. We certainly didn't have ten minutes vogether before others started to
come and our conversations had to stop and it is good they did, for Usve became
very enctionzlly disturbed at myr suggesting st all that you couldn't really
believe Urantiz and remain a minister of the Evangeliecal and Reformed Church -

| that there was a reasl antithesis between accepbing Urantia a g in 1Y 5 anse

<+  walid and suthentic revelation and being in harmomy with the mainstream of the
Christian Faith.

LISTEN TO ZION EVERY SUNDAY OVER WJVA — 5:30 TO 10:00 A. M. — 1580 ON YOUR DIAL



