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Thenke Tor inviting ze %o yaur Adeling on condaye [ must, howevar, decline
your lnvitation for at least two rossons. 1) I do not &t the apuant have the
taorgy noeded Lo eagape in what 1s likely to bLa exhausting arguisnt rsthar
than exhausiivo study, if I an present. 2) Whatever i would have to Bay
would mont Likely earry littls welight » 8ince I would appear in the syos of

foa ag "the covilio advocate?, while [ ayaelf would Lo tidnicing 8ll the tina
of the book iiselfl, as the cavil's tool.

4B you aay #nowy L bave had a copy of the book aluost sisce the day it wan
miblisneds L hove read enmugh of Lt Lo koow that this purports to 0o & new
ravelatlon, which cartainky prosuscs to be aore asthontle ot pointa than pur
nisturdcally conditlonsd ilaly Soripiuras. indesd Lthe one thing that pagzles
a0 most ls how men who will sublect the traditionnl seriptures to the asst
Aereiless criticisa, can give this any eredence at all, without first running
down the histordical orlgin wnd develapnont of this book,

Jare thon @ joar ogo, deredith tried to inlersst as ia tuking this Grantia

voox serloualy, I told him than ea I stertad o tall Lave Schlundt Jonday
Liawt 1 Rad & cloar conviction that any mlaister who sccopted tho clolns and
teachlngs of Uruntla as sutheatic would sooner or later have to leuve the
alplatry of the Gvangelical am keforzed Church, I still belleve thla and that
ia why 1 hope those of you who are Studyling Lhis book will really study it,
viileh anans subjecting it to tiw rigorous criticlsa of honsst doubt,

I you will study it erltically (and you csn't do that withaut consulting
gualified sloliczl scholars and theoloriens, as 1 susposted to Dave Jglhlundt)

I hava no daubt u9 to where you wlll eona put. Certalily oo one is caing to
cansar you for resdias o book or even [ar taing teasted to fall far a heresy.
fut ia the long run you will havo te choowe botwesn the Holy Soriptures and
vdantls, botwesn revelatlion in history ve, revelstion via aysterionsly delivered
jpors, bebwoon Lhe casloally “wordlsca® porsen to perton coamunicetion of

0 dn Christ sorl the all too woTdy, poeudo=scilentific pat answers ol the
"micwayor® Ywho was thare®,

vy Antareal Ao all this ix pspeonol rathor than afficial. .hturullj.r, an
ehuirauc of Lhe Lozalssion on Lhurch and dindstry, I as bound to wandar what
this augurs for the alnlatry and bhe churche Until now I have done nobhing
bat hope sud pray that this »lll pass, except Jor tho lettar 1 nrole to
wprunger o long tlae ago, and the developacita of the past weak, including ay
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convarsatlons with Lowall Litlaer, Lave Sehlupat, Lon Calvart and now
this lettor to yous |y hope now is that those of you who have put soae
stock Li Liwase "papurs" will roject thew out of your own study. I an sure
thet Ay studylag woth you would not do much geod at tho asnongt, since
whateavor rapport wo omgoe hod soads to ba gons. IL your proaup im inlercolod
in really finding out what a compelenl acholur thinks of all this, I will
use wintever influence 1 havae to poa that our Lemaission on Chureh and
fdlnlslry urings such & person to thls area at our comslsolon's expanso,

Slncoraly,
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