Ohrace Tnangelical And Reformed Church
30T Morth Plymowth Strect
Culver, Indiana
MEREDITH |. SPRUMGER, Ph.D., Minkster

Saturday - Feb. 22, 1558
Lo tha Blders of Gracs Churah

Dear Friends:

After thinking it ower, i% seems to me that publishing %he zeticn of our
Wednesday Consistory mestlng in Grace Notes is not a loving thing to do. IS
would unnecessarlly humlliste certain peopls,

Some pecple living at Lhe competitive lewel of life, I lknow, will regard
this decision ms foolish, Buot I make it because I refuse to contaminate my mind
With nepative, low-level thinking and blight my soul by stooping %o the procedures
of politieal expediency.

I would rather be defeated and remain loynl fo the Way of Love and the Way of
Truth than %o win by theze low-lewsl tectics. I invite you to join me in dedication
o the Way of Lowve and pray that we may be strong enoupgh and blg enough to follow
this way regardless of consequences,., If you do so, vou will mlways hawve an inner
radiance and joy thet nothing can take from you.

Gordially yours,

W

Maredith J. Sprunger



Grace Frvangelical And Reformed Church

307 Morth Plymeauth Stroot

Culver, Tndiana
MEREDITH |. SPRUMGCER, Ph.D., Minister

February 25, 1958

Te the Michinna Pastor's Study Group

Dear Friands:

Wo rave had some inberesting happenings hers recently. The snclosed leotiars
will bring you up to dete on it. The decisions mde, I think, are beat for both our
church activities and the locsl study group. The atbibude and stmosphers of our
local people 1s excellent.

I vme somewbat surprised, howevar, %o learn at cur pasSor's social meeting in
South Bend Mondey that one of our pastors is golng around telling some of you that
you are in danger of being thrown out of the denominationm if you continue ettending
cur Uruntis S#udy Group moetings. OFf course you know there is absolutely no grounds
for such s stetement.

To make doubly sure of this, David Schlundt and I talked with President Henry
Eroohler, whe was at the meeting, and he agreed that we had & right to shudy any
book we so desired in our gStudy Grouwp and were doing nothing confirary to the rules
of the Lvangelical and Heformed Church. Further, he assured us tlat et any time he
or the Bynodical Counecil thought we might be doing something contrary to the polity
or dootrine of the church he would le% us know and we need foar no gecret aokion
against any of us,

I1'm sure the agitating pastor means well bub it is difficult te understand any
fallow miniater whe iries %o tell any of us what we my read or discuss, using subble
threats to make us conform! For the record, may I caublien emch of us again: Let ua
read snd emluate the Urantis Book not as revelation but as any other book. Let us
use as the norm of our evaluntiion the doctrinal stetements of the Constitubicn of the
Evungolical and “eformed Church (Sections 3 and 4). You Congregatimal brethren
can just ignore the forgolng suggestions which apply %o us E & B folks. 1 know that
nong of you plan %o even mention the book %o your congrepatiocn,

Herb Meussling will mo doubt be sending out the essignment for discussion next
Monday et Paul Sanba's Church. See you at that time. In the mean tims, be assured
that you have nothing o fear.

Cordially yours,
;:} _I_FI-.A_:-&::-E

Méredith J. Sprunger



Februery 25, 1558

Dask Presiden% Krcehlsr end membera of the Synodical Couneils

Iwo waeks ago you brought to our attention a letter which had besn written
by ene of cur Eldera to the President of our Denomination complaining of our study,
with Dr. Sprunger, of the Urantim Book, end intimating thet soms mssgure of ssnsure
by the higher echelon of our church should be applied %o us.

A% A special mesting of the Upnsistory on Fehruury 19%h the wattar was pressented
and disecussed fully. The identity of the Elder was not diselosed so Shat there would
bo as liwtle cause for persomal emosion as possible. From the discussion which
Tollowed, may T summariga the feelings of our Consistery: The action of the Eider,
although sincere, was 111 advised and certainly in direct contradiction of +he
Constltublon of the “wangeliecal end Reformed Church; furthermore, it was an
undemocratic request calling for an authoritarian scticn not only wmwarranted but
also inimical %o the principles of cur demooratic processes, both state and church,

Ad a result of the discussinnf tha following setiens wero Saken:

1. Mokilon made and soconded: "It is understood that every member of Grace Church
shall recopnigze the lawful muthority and procedures of the Ewangelieal and Heformed
Churchs Any complaink shall be brought firsy to our loeal Consistory. If the desision
of the local Consistory does not satisfy the persom or porsons carrying the complaint
“hoy may appeal to the Synodical Council. If the decision of the Synodienl Counsil
is no% saGisfaoctory en appeal may be made to the Preasident of the Denominaticrr.

"If any member dasires to bring a charge ngainst the minister, this charge shall
be made in writing to the Synodical Council of the Michipan-Indiann Synod, Any
metmber not following this lawful procedure shall be liable to the Judieatory action
of the Spiritual “ouncil of Grace Church.,"

supported 13 to 1 (Ballet wote.) _ :

2, Besolution offered and supported: "If is umderstood that Dr, Sprunger will
refrain from mentioning or teaching from the Urantia Book in any of his pastioral
dutiess. A5 a privete oltizen of this cemmunity, however, we have no objection to
his conducting a shudy group on the Urantia Yook in his homa, tho parscmapgs, at
215 W. Slate Street, Cylver, Indiana."”

supported 11 to 1 with two abataining. (Ballok wota.)

Dre Sprungoer mnnounced that since he considered this a controcversial matter
and not nscessary to the welfare of the church, he would not eonduet a study group
in the parsonage even b hough there was only one wvote apainat it.

Following these meotions, the Consistory members expressed their individual
senfidence in the efforts which Dr. Sprunpger hes mede %o bring us a larger and
morda meaningful vision of the %ruths in our Bible and s way in which teo apply these
truths to our daily lives. We reject any suggestion or pressure which woold 1imit
& minisSer or layman in respect to whet he may or may not read or study in an
honest assarch for truth, feeling that though a shrong progressive approach so
Chiristian thinking may step ocn soms toes, such an approach is more desirabls than
that of pressrving the "status quo" in which one prograsses rapidly backwards.

Asatring you that we are not headed in thet direction under cur pregent
leadarsnip, and hoping that this setisfpetorily explains our dispesiticn of the
problem, I am,

Sinoerely yours,

‘ﬁélﬁ1ﬁﬁLﬂki:fﬁg.;%ki;tiﬁif
orinld B. Hand

President of the Comsistory of Grace Church



Grace Brangelical And Reformed Chuec
307 Marth Plymouth Skrest
Tolver, Fnbdinng
MEREDMTH |. SPRUNGER, Fh.Di,, Bdinister

February 25, 1954

Denr Frlends:

I+ 45 almosk certain $het you will hear sbout o situaticon which carem
up in our Church and in our Michiana Pastor's Study Group. In addition to
the Michiana Study Group end the gynodical founcil, I am sonding ebook &
dogen of you men in the 3ymod whose judgment I highly respect copies of a
faw lettera which,I thine, will be sell-explanatory.

T weut you %o have first hand information in the matter bscause it
raiges B fundementel issue of freedom of Shought and disoussion. No one of
our pastor's study group is remoiely thinking of differing with the docirinal
skandapds of of the Bwmnpelical and Seformed Church. Pub neither do we think
apy individual, regardless of high office in the denominatien, should be
permitted %o threaten our right to free discussion. In casge you should hear
about i, we wamt you %o know Yhe fmcSs in the mattor.

Cordially yours,

ysicd §f ey

Meredith J. Sprunger



