Fobruary 18, 1968

Uro James E. Wapner
1505 Haca Streok
Philandelphia 2, Fa,

Dear Dr. Wapnor:

Hemry Ereehler broopht me werd that one eof cur eldars kad written to wvou
consarning the Urantis Book. May I mssure you that my concern reparding the harmony
and proper teaching of the people of Grace Church is identieal with your judement and
Henry Kroehlar's. In faed I kad decided mm this policy before Hemry spoke o me.

There are two reasons why I indroduced the entire conpgregeticn to the hook.
First, 1% 15 a mest unusuml book and we have people who would enioy studying it. And
second, to form a study group of cerfain solect people as & clandesbine group is an
underhanded and cowardly prossdure. In a church fellowship you can have no "secret"
groups. When I intredused i% I, of course, told them not to accept it as rewvelation
but those who were interested should read it critically like any other boock,

Now that everyons kmows about the boolk, T intended to meption it no mers. Since
an elder has profested, this procedure will be most carsfully observed. For I have
ne desire %o disturb snyone. To over-temch poople is almost as bad as to mis-teach
them and I want no part in either,

L should like %o defend tho elder who %ook this some what brash action in by-passing
our local oconsistory ond the Synodical Council. He is a f£ine man and I believe ha
bas o good heart. I am rether certain he did not act entirely on his own but was
ruided or undergirded by & minister of our region who has steadfastly refused aven
fio read the Urentis Peok in eriftical ewmluaticn.

When Louis Hammerschmidt gave me a copy of the book several years ago I locked
it over and came %o the conclusion almest any minister would arrive at: "this is for
the birds." My guess was thet it was a form of far-eastern mysticism or even a modern
Unoaticism. A8 I find some of the fer-eas%ern philosophy interesting, I started
rapgding i%. The more I read, the more amazed I becamas. When the book was finished
I knew it was one of the significant books of our time.

Maturally, I starfed e rather therough inwvestigation of the origins of the
book and found that everything seemed to stand investigation. Incidentally, Dr.
Williem 5. Sadler, one of the mosS raspected psyehiatrists in the country (He taughd
at McCormiek Theologicmnl Seminary for almost thirty vears), was tho lesdsr of the
small group of poople %o whom the papers were glven. DU, Sadler has written two books
exposing and refyilng mediums and spirituelism and holds the sam? opiniona todey.
Ha even called in the expert expeoaer of fakes, Howard Thurston, %o help solwe the
mysiery.

Of ecourse the only way Lo ewluate the book is not by what it claims bub by
wha% it says. As you probably know we have a group of ministers in this section of
the Synod who have been s tudying %he Urantia Book oritically for some $ime, It holda
up uader evary Lest we apply to it



Iwo of these young ministers wore rank liberals before thoy read the book end
aftar reading 2t came to the conclusion that the evidence for the ccncepts of orthodex
Christianity are se cverwhelming that they have come back to them. One of the
Congropgaticnal ministers, who is an individwalist of the first order, says with s
emile and some seriousneas, "I'm mad at the book beceuse it says the thinpe I've bean
claiming for the last twenty yeara." The grestest point of skeptism of the proup
now 1w, in one fellow's words, "It's too darn porfect to be trus.*

We had planned ic intreduse you %o the book buk first we wanted %o puk it in %he
hands of some of cur young andepable theological professors. I'm sure you have s
Christien concern for us. One of the finest services you could render is to help us
discover whare wa are beinp misled, if we are,

Our greatest problem is to gob ministers and other capable people to teke it
sariowaly enough to read it oriticelly. Thn book mppears so prepoabterous when you
browse through it Yhat most meon will not read i% unleas they have & friend in +vhom
they mave confidence who assures Shem I% is worth resding. To date, I kmow of no one
whno has complefely read the book who takes it lightly.

I should like to urge you to select at least three young theeclogians like Mosa
or Shim and &slk them to read the book oritically end share Their ewluatisns with
uss. e should like to meet with at lessgt one of them. Unless they have read tha
entire book and are infelligent encugh So understand its comcepts, it would be a waste
of tim to meet with our group. Because they are not so much interested int he book
as revelation as they are in the quallty of the concepts and iInsights of the benok,
Probably you should suggest %o these men that they starty reading the life of Jesus
and then read the rest of the book - but if they resd it all the procodure iz mot %oo

importent. I would be happy to send Lthem some mabterials which would help them in
their ewmluation.

That you may got the feel of the quallty of the Urantia Beok, T am sending you
a lean copy. Would you please read from page 1495 (John the Baphist) to the end of
the boek. 1I% would be good if you would chesk 1t wilth The Harmeny of the Gospels.
The light it sheds on difficult passages, where only ong gospel records & story,
atice iz mosv amazing. We hope, in particular, that it may be possible for a
numoer of young, brilliant theological professors to puide us in this maktar,.

Cordially yours,
Meredith J. Sprunger

Copies to Grace Church Consistorymen, members of the Synodical Council, and
pashors in the Highiena Uranyia Study CGroup.



