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Dapr Ritchise:

Thank you for your inberesting leuser; I mush onjoyed ysur rewcuion %o
the Uraotlie Book. Am ceréalnly nou gpolrg te Sry So sonvince you of Ghe
worshwhilensys of the Uranbis Booz. Dut o answer your gusstion as to cbiteria
on which L kawe nocoptied ita high qualisy, briefly T would asay i1 was She same
erlterinlonvsed fou wo rejecs it - provicus convizsio s. T hnd ogme o most
of ihe basle sasumptions of tpe Urnntia Bosle boafors s saalng the ek,

By I point sgt e fow obuerwiions which o me sevm signifloan%: IS presents
the only reasoneble epiritual oosmglogy I know of which ta in harmony with our
progact astronomical knowledge of wha uplverze, the discovarias ln s he Fipld of
psychie rossuroh, end &he assertions of the fgajor religions of the world. Its
gpiritual insiphts are higher than any other soures materinl wikhliwhiich I am
oqualnted - i.04 ke golden rule in M, &, "Do untec cubers us you sould have shem
do unto yous" Ureabis worsion, "Du untc ochors ws I weuld do unue SHiva,” Thia
ohnnpges She concoph from cne of Grothorly lows to sint of fuvharly love - a deepdr
quiperile I makes rensopable sonso ous of the uncomprabensible or unsensbles azpacts
of she Old and %ow Testamenias. Ii slves a more adasguuse plovure of Lhe 1ife of
Jeguz in she 1light of hia eff'wob on hilssory thas any of the nalve apcounss producad
by hisJorical research.

Lhere ure rany othor rewsuns why I am moss lmpresied by the Uraabic Book.
Moy I sny that I wm not impressed bocause i% olsims o be pew povelution. Byt
after siudying 15 shoroughly I tavo come %o the conelusion on Ghe hasis of
internal evidenoe bthat no human svuld have procuced it. In the firsc yluce Sho
breadsh of knowledge is Uremondous. sAnd in all this T know of no ooe who has
baen ubla %o prove oven little uhings to be erronecus - and some vory brillijant
mople ave read She book. A friend of mine in roading of the arizin of =an
nobed that oll of the early men ususliy mendlciod Gy smuhrepology were sponticned.
B told me he wont ower the papor four §imes logking for She pi¥'sdomn smn. It
noé there and albhough thu#:il.pnr.‘ﬂ- wore writSen in 1934 sclentlstis did net discovor
unsll recently thet the pifadown man was o hoax. This is Just one of maay sach
obasrvatlona. I beliews I am scquainbed wish the best Fhllosophic wrlting from
Fluto o Ear® bub newir have I found & volume of philosophy much shorbter than the
Traniin Book's two thoushnddpeges in whioh tho-e are not consrlfictio 13 in poish
ef view - humnns are nob thoroughly ccnsistent. You will nos find a contrddiotion
wnywhere in the Urartin Zookts involwved aiorys I 1% wore produced by o group of
men conuradictlona would be inevitible. Taking the book as a Gotality, I seriously
doubl thal eny humon bind could hawve produced 1%.

The reason I sen% you tho book was net $o inSeraz you in i%s religlous eor
fhilosephio aspecka buk %o get your resction o3 o solomkist on paper 42 on
Erergy = Mind and Madier. 4s you may reoall T wanted 4o know whether ms o seisnbish
you Shoughy Shis paper wns "impossible” or "probable". For as you lmow, 1 you
kauve rond thls pwotion, 1% mkes certein claims nes yed werifiad by solentifie




disoovery, such as ultimafcua, nsomia echoslon, ete. & number of things have
beon werified gince 1934 in thils chapSer bub others are still o mSter of
quosiicn. T fael quite compitent to ewvaluste She Fhilosephdeal-ralipious
papeata of the book but I would enjoy vour opinion as a solentiast on these

ua yob unproven clworwations. Forged abouk the "now reavelation" sspoct of the
book - s0 far es I am concerned 14 stands or falls on the worth of i%s irsizhbsg.
whon 1 firat storted reading 1% I wos coavinced it wmms far-sastern mysSlclism bub
socn found Shat She quality of mbSerisl wes far guperior to such literatura ond
60 I bapan awnlunting ench concept prosented and for me is the most authentic
phllosophical-relizious material I knve snoonntersd to date,

I con understend,as you find Christian Sheclopy elmost completely untenable,
Uhat the Uranvie Dook would be "ridiculous Ir that i% rebalms moas of these old
ldoas" bub my guess is that unleze vouss is a comlaboly materinlissio philosophy
you are much oloser o the Urantia position than She Biblical tradition, Ag &
matser of fmob I think 4% is good 5ha% paople have widely differing philssophies
ol 1ife. Its been good 4o wisitywith you, Ritchie, via lotier - if you got to
Culwor, would be glad bo heve you vislt for s good philosophicsl disougsim .
I think one is stlmulated most by people of honast phliloseophical convlctions whiah
diffar from your ewn. I hope you have & geod youpr in school,

Cordially yours,

Narsdithk J. Sprunger

Pabe 1 find £% rather inbereating thet wery recently I recoiwved a lotter from

A young phyaiolst in Ponmalywanla who after rending the cosmology of she

Urantio BDuok writes atablm: %20 in hiz opinlen 4he dizaoveriss in recent yoars
anthe Tlold of grewvitefiocel enopgy postulates n ecsmolozy nlmest identical
with thet plotured int ko Urnotia Boolkl Thet's ane nspeat of the book which

I would nagume could nover be proved - at least not until man is fairly advanced
in gpaca exploratlon. I§5'6 nll quite interacilng.
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