
cial, etc., tolerance, or an absence of fanati-
cism, does not mean that there is a need to
con5ider all narions. races, languages, erc., ro

5. How Does Fanaticism Express
Itself

Fanaticism means biased, machiavellian
advocacv of a cause that is exDerienced to be
vatuable: A fanatic has lost hii true picture of
reality. His reality becomes distoited and
starts sewinA the cause he is advocatine and
the mcans hdhas chosen to achieve irs frriition-

For example, you night hear words like
rhese: once Tlte UMNTIA Boot is a supernal
book, it is censurablc to read olher books.
Oncc a man can thrive wilhout the Church
institution and a Dricsthood. it is wrons to
bclong to any Cl iurch and to sustain-the
pries(s. If soneonc has bccn found guilty of
crror, .of  act ing in a rrproachablc manner,  he
rs unirbrc clcr lo acl  correct ly or rn an acccpl
ablc wag all his acs must bc doubttul, all his
statements must bc scrutinizcd with suspicion;
his actions must bc intcrprctcd as ill,moti,
vatcd, cgo(istical; he must not be shown any
mcrc! i'r forgivenes(; hc must he nun;shc'j, hc
musr bc cxpcl lcd from (hc groun. should somc-
hody Jisagrcc with mc, hc mu( bc nlotr ing
rgain( l  me, hc sccks t , '  pu\h mc rsidc. l l
somconc is trot itr asrccment wi(h mc, he has
not undcrstood thc mcssagc otnrc Uk4NT|A
a.idl, h( must bc sccluLlcd fr.'m Lhc group anJ
lou to rcdd thc Book as lone as he agrccs with
mc. lf somcone docs not igrcc with mc in
€verJthing, I wondcr if hc really is right in
afly of his thoushts and ideas; I would rathcr
say he is mong; in any casc, it is .iustified lo
suspect so. If somebody in his mercifulncss -
ns he claims - fails to qive exorcssion to his
unfavourable opinions on somibodv else, he
mu{ he dishonist in every rcspect, ind plau-
\ ;bly has enlered ;nto an al l iance with the
other, who deserves to bc condcmncd. In case
someone does not understand what I mcan, it
is better lor him to go and learn some Finnish
and begin to understand. I know (he truth, if
someonc does not, the worse for him.
2'7 May r99r
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Fanaticism, this Latin origin word. is de.
rived trom the wo'd laaum, which means"temple." Orig;nally, fdnatic;sn must have dc.
noterl relieious realorrv: in more recenl time!
ir. mean;rig has heen dKended to include any
tyle of one-eycd. biascrl zcalotry for a goor
caLrsc, with no respect for (he consequences.
A fanalic believe\ that his view is the only true
on€ and that he has the right (o force his view
unon othfr \ .  at  any co\t .  And that lcads up to
diclation. On the other hand, we mu\t be
carcful not to label all behaviour in defense of
the truthful and rightful as fanaticism; truth
o[ course must be defended! Anyhow, fanati-
cism mus! bc viewcd as a ncgativc, avoidable
and discardabl€ phcnomcnon. It constitutes
an opposite to tolerance and torb€arance, and
in many cases it is a disseftice to the defens€s
ot that which is truthful and rightful.

l �  Psychological  and Social
Grounds of Fanat ic ism

'lhc und(rlyins nsychological facr,rs r'l
fanaticism must bc scvernl. A prcrcquisiic fo'
all progrcss, cvcn spirilual progrcss, is dissat-
isfaction wilh that which has been achieved.
Dissatisfac(ior lcads to att€mpls to correcl
cithcr oncself or one's enviroDmcnt so that
thcy miSht bett€r correspond to one's wishes,
i.e. to transform then less dissatistactory.
This qualiry is, in ny view, inhe.ent in us. In
case ihe orreclivc mcarures are feused
mainly or prinarily on the environment, it
resuks in attcmDts to nroduee desircd chanses
also in othcr peisuns,i.c. in auempts to rlictite
one's prcfcrcnces and ideas to others, so to
lorce rbem Lo adont one's vie\5, ways otliving
and so on and so forth This i\ rhe.ame a\ to
tu.n evcryone else into one's slave. A hunan
being is constan(ly under this kiDd of enforc-
ing inlluence. we speak about "social pres-
sure," when this conforrDing and uniform;ng
enforcement stems from a larser crouD. not
iust trom an individual. If the-cori-ouliion is
iaed out with the use of force and 

'violence,



and i f  there tends to be sunnression of dl l
devid( ing rhinking. i t  ;s propci io cal l  i r  fanar-

Whcreas man is a bcine wirh a eresarious
inst incr.  i .e. .  a desire ro Selong r6 a"social
group and lhere lo become recoqni/cd and
dcknowledsed, social presrure in mosr ca.es
rcsults in his compl iance and urdaprar ior,
wl ich, on the othcr 'hdnd. is aho thc prereq-
uisite for social existence. Socicr! cjn exjst
only in circum\tances uhere i r .  domponenrs
comply with certain l imitdt ions, with common
iJcd..  and .onsrnt to l imit  their  personal f ree-
dom.

Afart  f rom his nccd ro he ,ocidl ly ar-
cepted. man has l ikewise a necd lo he iuFer iur,
to be an ohicct of  admirat inn. r , ,  bc honoured
and rcspecied. This is the vinity desirc. Nor
far from rhi '  dcsrre is rhe de. i 'c r ;  subie.t .  th.
desirc !owield power. And this is rhe;ental i (y
of a fanatic; a lanatic always seckt (o dicrate
his views upon orhcrs, ro subjecr olhers, t
Ibrce others to honour and adorc h;m.

II again an individual cxpcrienccs that he
is nol acccp(cd, admircd. or resoectcd within
hi '  grnut h;s rdnity dc\ i rc car i* '  *har w,
call, frustrat;ons. The individual thcn stamos
d lrhr l  ol  no-t  , ,J.  wr,he r iJ;cul . 'us, i r
w,, ' lh l(  \s on Ihc iJca: anJ vi .w\ thdr rhL \ 'L ' r l
Froun hold. in c\rccm. Hc drni( \  thcm, di :
tulc\  lhcir  la l iJ iu.  T, '  ( \crtc l ' , ,m lhc ruin
, ' f  h is hcinS undr(cpl(J.  hc mdy, vrn dcny rh,
valuc of rh( wh, 'h. ,1 rhr s, ' ( id l  cnvin,nm(nt
lhdl  fai led lu a( ln ' ,wlcJr.c him Inthirwarh
dcnirs and rejccr.  rhc imp,rtancc ol  his ion.
J(.  r f lancc hv rh. gr, ,uI , :  thc nun-d(.rptdnc-
lo\(s r ts mranrng. But whcrcr\  th.  Jc\ i rc to h.
ac(ct lcd and rc(,€ni , ,cJ JiJ n, vanish, hc has
Io s(ck tor olhcr \ou'crs t  {  i l \  sat;s ldcr;( I
Hc $orks out.  ur more l ikcly hr c,rpics trom
v'mcone r lsc wha i .  equal ly fru\rralrJ,  doc-
tr incs, phi lo.ophics, i , . lca\ dnd vicws on hnw "
socicl), a \ocial r nvironmc nt, \houlJ l.'ok l;ke
And Ihe trulhfulncss ot rh(sr rcncl .  doe! nol
nr(csa. i l )  play an! central  rolc;n hi \  rhinL-
'ng. Frustraled individuals may rhcn band
thcmsclvcs inlo,-rrganizat ion.,  nol i l rcal  na'-
I ie\ ,  terror i{  cf l l \ ,  or anylhing analogous,;nLl
lhen lake med(ur<s to chanAe the social envi-
ronmenl into their [kjnq. uirh no resoecr for
the onin;on o[ the soci-ai environmeir itself.
Wh;le rhe valucs. idear.  and rrurhs retrc-

sented by the social environment have been
denied, there is nothinq to bewarei all mcans
dre pe'missibler lhe thlnge mu+ bc broughr
about at any cost. A fanalic and a fanatic-al
group has been born. This subjeo is discusscd
in Pdper 88: A dodtihal letish will lead
motlal ntan to betnt hinself into rc clutchet
uf bigotry, lanaticty,t, rupcn tion. intoler
ance, ahd lhe mott ollocious of babarcus
cnehics. 1A8.2:1 oq.r)bol The doclrine neeu
not be .r ;i\chiev;r's oni nor dishonerr; very
often il is a concoction of thc besl ot mo(ives,
good;nl(nt 'ons dnd nurp,\cs; ; t .  adhcrcnrs
na\ he rruc iJcal ists.  An idedl i {  ru 'ns;n(o a
fanaticwhcn he beains to forcc o(hcrs to adoDr
hi! .upcrh ideas. i t  mav thoueh hannen th;r t
Lh( iJcdl is l  nur lurcs . l "ubts 'aboui i ruthtul-
nes\,  \al id i t r ,  or nr.rct ical , i l i tv ot  his iJcas
and ,n re'  i i  h i '  i . le^ hec.; ins cxi*.J;"
unr '  ur.  imrcs. ihle.  or imprrcr ical  i f  submirreu
1o a critical analysis, hc trics to Drcvcnt anc
\uffncdrc dl l  Lr i r i . ; .m. Hc f inds i r  ncc{*,ry.
dl  rn '  c, , \ t ,  lo dcl(nd hi ,  idcr\  c l ln i t  fdcrs
lcnJ t , '  \pcak against thcm, for hc cannor
s u n i v e  t h (  p r i n , , l  h i \  r J . d \  h c i n g  p r , r c n
wrons. Asain, an idcal;sl turns into a fanatic

A tJ(t  J1., ,  i ,  rhal  insidc a ar, 'un,,  Jndri ,  s
thrrr  i .  h und r, '  hr a r , 'n" ianr 

' ' t rucclc 
t , ' r

t . '$cr.  At \ t r lc i ,  th{ . turqion , , t  *h,r  i r  r .  rhr.
r l i (  rJr{ \  rhc tol iL i( \  rnJ m.thid\ . r f  rhc !n,up.

TI.  fdndric r( f  Li \  rhJr h( cnj , , ) \  d \u-
t , rrm. unJcrstanJinc. kn"$l ,d(c i , r  cvcn I
t |v inr rerclrr ion as in h,,q rhins.,h,Juld hc.
rnd lhdt hc hr\  hccn rhoscn .-r i th(r  hc ha!.
(h,r .n him\.11. hir  gr,rup har rhuscn him. or
rI .  \uFrhumJn h. ins'  hrvc (hi ' \cn h;m --  ro
rhrng( thc \ \ ' i {1},  rhr $, !U, \^ thal  ; t  woulL
hc in l inr * i th this unJrr\ tandinE. In, 'sh dg(

Whrrrai the ftldrr! 0f The URANTIA
Ilook and thr bcli$crs in ils lea(hirgJ do
have in thcir possession this suprcme under.
standing, lnowlcdg€ and .cyelation, ir places
an cnormou\ rcspdnsihi l i t l  upun us, an,. l  may
he onc ol  lhc rcdson. why thc Ji \ \cminrt idn ol
thk mcssdAe, nrc UMNT|A rodk reachinas.
musr pn^<d slowly, and along wi lh cvulur i ;n.
About Jcsus it is said: arr in aI hk ihteks.
mission aul tltouehort his enruordnnry hk
therc never appearul the fury ol the lanatic
no. the supefcial lrcthiness ol the rcligious
egorrs. .1196:0:8 pg. 20881 We do well should



ln Pdner 134. in a conte{ qhere Je\u.
Urnia lcctures are discussed, therc is this
\taremcnr: FrppMl/ bcinBs sho rcgad thcm-
t.lve! a, (Eeh, unlcr! thq munoll) at
knunledge thensclv?s ot tubl?.t Io tonu
supenovereigntf, tome outhoity orct and
ahotc trmtelres. tooner or later arc t?nptcd
to Iry out thei obiliry to gai\ powt and
authonty over other percons and goupr.
nrc Un ia rcligiottists li.d toryth n conl-
paruriv? peoce and rrcnqulity becau( rh4
had flly sunendeled a ttrci notiont o!
'.hqro ! tor?trigtty. Stintuallr, thE o b..
ticwd il a $wrcign Cod; sociat\, Ilt and
tu.halhtryrublp au toitt rctcd i't th.it pt..
\ i l inq hQd - Ct?nb,ryron. l l lJ:4:o-10 nq
l l !71 could (hi .  srrr i  as a euidel ine in ih?
ftrmition ot reader organizarions?

2. The Philosophic Grounds of
Fanaticism

In  PJtcr  l ' )o  therc is  d l \o  Ih is : lar fm{n.
. l l 'our  Jcsus:  n(  a lhdt i r \u tp drJ i rJoDr
tablc st)inttal faih o[ tcs|s ncw hecant(
ldMtical, lot it net'el atcD\red to n! 

 

a||a|
rtth hi' wr 'haloncd i'trcll.cnel Jud&,ttrr:
, ,q . .nt i \ :  th .  fo foan' ta l  wl tut  ,4  r ,a, t i
tul u\d contnonplace Kciol, cconoDlic, and
,r'nl lifc siluatidts. ll96:0:7 pg. 20tl8l' lhcrc 

.dn l (  n , ,  J , ruht  J ln,ur  Jr .us nU
having unswcruingly dcfcndcd thc truth and
l , J r i n {  - , u C h r  l , '  ( l i m i n ! r (  r " r { .  I n  m r  , , t i n
r .n lx(  l ' ( \ l  qdy l "  c ' runl f rJ  'Jnr l r ( rsm r :  l^
r . ,  J l l  Jrsu\ '  t (dching mL.rh,d\  dnJ lo  s(ck I , ,
itpply thcm. We lrc lold abour lhc mcrhods
that  Jcsus empl)ycd in  h;s tcaching th! t ,
. ,nr rng. t lh( r  th in$,  h.  nrv. r  h i$hl iAhl (J  thc
. r r , , r  hy h i \  t  'cus inr  on $hat  wa:  wrr ,ng in  h i r
t , ' t i l \  scws.  but  that  hc d lway:  lqra.p(J d.
$hat was true in thosc vicws, and then b!
' l lum'nJI 'nq and c lJhorat ;n*  th, \e a\ncct \  rhd
*cre nghr. -hc mrdc h is  pupi t  t ' ; - 'c t l ,  uU.cnc
h crrors anJ untrurhlul iJcx\

Oi  AmaJun,  Ihc humJn hero of  thc Luci -
ler  rcbcl l ion,  who was unmoved in h i r  dcfcnrc
of thc t ruth and in h is  p lace at  (he s idc ofVan,
;( i. rold in Papet n?: Fn Etlen'n rp
iougll Salrilgton u'd eve,t on to Urc6a,

Jor seren long yean nrc IRt inquiry ol aI
subordinatc .elestial l i le rcBatdmg th?
Salania r?b?llim, cver and ol\'ays, \a!'wtat 

ol Amodon oJ Urckiq do?s hc slilt
rla l u nov(tl: [67:8:3 rg. 7r,2]. Y(1. no

statement is made of Amadon havinq been a
fanatic, cven if he was firm in his alignment

Relieious fanaticism is the wrone kind of
defense ;f truth. The fanatic.al attitud-e is built
upon rhe philosophical notion of bipolarity,
wh;ch admits onlv two alternat;ves. rieht and
wrong, truth and;rror, righteousness ind sin.
In mo\t ca\es this is valid, and in fioal aoalysis,
it is so in all maners. SLrch a simple approach
is adequate when one has to make the most
crucial decision of one's liferime- But ir is
inadequate ifone is to yield fruits ofthe spirit;
it is Eood iust as far as it eliminates the lruits
of error. ihe philosophy of a fanatic is one of''either/or"; yet a more lru;tful philosophy is
lhal.of 'horh/and," A "both,/and" philosonhy
ac|mrls lhdl cven In error there may, ln most
cases, be a seed of lruth. Even the Lucifer
Manitesto had somc clemcnts of truth in it;
cvcrrthins that he was atler. he would have
achiivedin rhe due course of rime. A fanariCs
anFroach ianores the fact that i( is cod's will
rliir we hvi in a state of imperfection and in
. i rcunnanccr,  whcrc lhe l ruth is only grad-
ual l l  crprcssing i tsel f ;  i t  grows up and out
tr,rm crror, along with thL trogrc5s of evolu-
t;{)n. A lanalic cof,dcmrs lhc crror and a(
tcmpts, at any cos1, to dcstroy and climina(c
it. Fanaticism mcans thal evolulion would he
dcnicd its opportunitics for presenting itsell

In lhc l ight , ' t  lhc quolc kom Paner l i r l ' .
Jcsus anpruach and al( i tudc was wel l -bal '
anccd and founded on a judgment of lhe
troporr;onal valucs of social, economic, and
moral litc situations. Whal we nced is an
ab;lily to judge thc proportiotral valucs of
various things; to asscss thc amount of t.uth
that thcy hold, and to cstimatc to what enen(
crror can be lranslated into truth. Jesus al-
ways prca€hcd temperance-relat iv i ty-con'
scious adjustmert ot lifc problems. A fanatic
rcduccs all siluations into an issue in the
strugSlc ot good and evil; truth and crror. He
cravcs clean-cut and uncompromising inslruc-
titrns, rules anJ tlcfinitions. Reality, however,
ii cumplca and scldom lcnds itsclf to sirnple

we are constantly facing problems like:
Howfar shouldwe tolerrre error? Where doer
the line go between .iustified and unjustified
tolerancel What would be a productive aDd
cflective way to kansmute error into lruth? In



what issues are compromises permisrible; in
what issues are compromises imperrnissible?
There are no sinnle and ea\y an\wers to these
auestions. The fanatic's answers are always
simple, even simplistic. It constitutes a part bf
our growlh and developmeol lhat we scel
answers to these very questions: it is a way to
expdnd our wisdom. Jesus. on th€ orher hanL,
pomted out lhal ov?mvch slmpoth! and pit)
may degenemte into sedout ?motunal intta-
bilit!; thal enthusiasm ,ruy drive on into
lanaticisn. Ir49t4t3 Ps. 16731

3. The Grounds of Religious
Fanaticism

Jesus discussed in his Urm;a lcctures also
rhe subject of religious fanaticism and its
consequences. Through these leachings \+€
know that there €an be no peace bctwccn
religions, nor can the world bc free from
relidous wars. as lons a\ relioions clins to thci,
ccrle<iastical authoriiy and ioirirual iuoerior-
iry. and tail ro rccofn;e God rhe F}hcr.
.piritual sovereignty. nw AulKlon ol hearca
the diviae Sov rnct , $ loundcd or !t'e lacl
ol divirc sorercignty-God is spiit. Since God
is \fnl, i kinsdom i spintual.. Il dill.rcnr
rclisions rcrcpizc tc spi ru.rcig,'t]' oJ
God t|rc Fottrca then $I all s ch rcligions
rcnnin at peac.... Illa:a:2-l ng. r4&'l

As long as 'el ig ion\ fana(i \al ly advocate
their  concepts which cldim thal lhc dogmar.,
doclr inrs,  holy bours, ccremoniah, hicrar '
chic:, moral codcs. gods. ctc. arc singularlr
th( onl ]  r ightfuloncs. so long wiu lhdt dogm"
thal doctr ine. that holy hook, rhdt h;crarch),
rhar moral codc, thosc aod\,  an\ i  not cod thc
Farhcr,  remd;n as their  suprcmc sovcreign:,
and so long will they fight one another. In
making this statement,  we need, hoqclcr,  to
remember lhat not all relicions are of equar
valuel some rf l ig ions are ;ore truthful  than
o(h€rs, yet none ofth€m may make a claim on
dl l  rrulh.  Rel ic ious tolerance does not DresuD-
pose uncriricil approval ot rhe tenits ario
ceremonials otal l rel ig ionsl  instead i t  h a qucsr
for the common SuDreme Sovereisn. Cod th(
Father. and a searih for him in ifie dogrna..,
worshipful ceremoni€s and spirilual activities
of eacfr and every religion.

On dysticism, which constitutes an essen-
tial part of many a religion, ther€ is this

statement in Papet 91: Mtsticism, as lhe
technique of drc cuttivation oI the consciou"
n.ss oJ tc ptcs c? ol 6od is atogcthc.
pruisewonhy, but b,hen tuch pmctlces lead lo
social isolation and cuh inate in religious
Janalidsn, thc, arc a b tcprchensible.
[o]:7:1 pC. 10001 Even this is a [.rcl lo br
constant ly kept in oind.

4. Political and National
Fanaticism

The Urmia lectures include a statement
thar "pd' ir no! tnar r g.al and kniblc
disease; h'ar is a Emptotn, a result. nrc rcal
dtvate it rc rirus ol halional love.eigtry.
[134:6:7 pg. l49r] And then there is another
srdrement fhdt poltlical nv cryaty $ in\aIc
n th the t(oplet oJ rc wo, ld.  l l j4:5:12pe.
11891

Thc polr t ical  \ovcreicnt)  and both nd.
t inndl and l incuisr;c tanrt ic i \m ha!e heen the
cause of innumcrlble wars. Nor needs a
URANTIA B(nk rcadq bc much tcascd with
anv suhicct thal hu(s his nalional Dridc or
atfcos fiis lioguistic identiry, or thai undcr.
l inc. the supcrior i ty of anothcr nat ion o-
ano(hcr languagc, for him to be ready tanati.
clllv to dclcnd wha( is his owo. Thc Urmia
l ,  cturcs rcdch us thdt wdrta' ing wi l l  not cumc
to af, cnd (hroush the convcntional mcans of
ncace ctforr \  ; l l ianc(s, dinloma(y, disar.
mbmcnl , , r  olhcrs: warfdr ing stnps only al ic.
the world sovcreign nations have dcmocrali
cJl ly.  inrcl l ;gent ly dnd f ' iUy !ur ' .ndcred thc; '
sovcrcign rights lo d world govcrnmcnt, to a
global governmenl, i.e-, 1o a body thal repre
scnts mank;nd sovc'cisnrv. Onlv lhcn mdv w(
nurtur( hon(\  for an'cni  to ni t ional fairatr .

ln one of lhe Dassaqes on th€ Urmia lec
tures we may read Unier global govemmenr
th? national goupt wi be aIfoded a rcal
oppoaunity to rcaliz? and ?ntoy th? pcqonal
hbedies oI genuine deno.ru.j. The lallaq ol
seu-detenlination b,ill be ended- Mth Blobal
rcgulation ol noney and trude w come tlrc
ncw cn ol wotld-Bide peace. Soon may L
globol language evolve, and therc will be al
least tome hope ol somctime having a global
t?ligiod-or rcligions wirh a Blobal viewpoint-
113416: l  L pg. r49U

And hcre again, national, linguistic. ra.



cial, etc., tolerance, or an absence of fanati,
cism, does not m€an (hat there h a need to
consider all nations. race5, languages, e(c.. ro

5, How Does Fanaticism Express
Itself

Fanaticism means biased, machiavellian
advocacv of a cause that is exDerienced to be
valuable: A fanatic has lost hii true pictur€ of
reality. His realily bccomes distoited and
\tarts \ervinq thc cause he is advocatine dtrd
thc mcans hiha chosen Io achie\c its fru:tion

For examplc, you migh( hear words like
theset orce n& UMNTU rook is a supernal
book, it is ccnsurable to read other books.
Once a man can thrive wilhou! the Church
;n\t i tut ion Jnd a pr icsthood, i r  is $ronq ro
belong to any Cl iurch anrl  to sustain rhe
nriesc. l f  somcone has been found eui l tv ot
i rror,  of  acr ing in a rcproachable ma-nner,  hc
is unablc ever to act correctly or in an accept
ablc way; all his acs must bc doubtful, all his
statements must bc scrutinizcd with suspicion;
his actions rnust bc intcrprctcd as ill,moti,
valcd, cgotislical; he must not be shown any
mrrcv or foreiveness: he mu( bc nunishcd- he
mu.rhc cxp. l tcJ trom rtrc qroup. Shoutdsomc-
body disagrcc with mc, hc must bc plouing
againsl me, hc sccks lo push mc aside. lf
somcone is Dot ir asrccmcnt with me, he has
no( undcrstood thc mcssa ge ot Tltc UMNTIA
Aool, hc must bc sccluJcd from rhc srouD and
lulJ to rcad thc Book as l,'ng as he agrcei wirh
mc. lf someone docs not asrcc with mc in
tverlrhins, I wondcr if hc rcally is righr in
any ol his thoushts and idcas; I would ralhcr
say h€ is wrong; in any casc, it is justified to
suspect so. If somebody in his mercifulness -
ar hc claim! -  fai ls lo give exprcssiun ro his
unfavourable opinions on somcbodv else. he
must he dishonist in every rcspect,;nd plau.
sibly has enrered ;nto an al l iance with the
other, who desewes to b€ condcmncd. In case
someon€ does not understand what I mcan, it
is better lor him to go and lcarn some Finnish
and begin to understand. I know the truth, if
someone do€s not, the worse for him.
2'7 May r99r
Quota_lio$ ontaincd h€Ein aE frcm Th. URANTIA
B@Kg 1955 URANTIA Foundalion, All Rjghts R..
srcd, lnd arc us.d by pcmisio..
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Fanaticism, this Latin origin word, is de-
riveJ from the \tod lanun, which means'temple." Orisinally, fanaticism must have de-
noted religious zealotry; in more recen! times
its meaning has bced extcndcd to include any
type of one-eyed, biased zealotry for a good
cause, with no respect for the consequences,
A fanatic bel;eves that his view is the only true
one and that he has the right to force h;s view
upon olhers. al any cosl. And that leads up to
dictat i^n. On the o(her hand, we must be
careful not to label all behaviour in delense of
the truthtul and righlful as fanaticism; (rulh
ot course must be defended! Anyhow, fanati-
cism must be viewed as a nesative. avoidable
and dkcardable phenomenon. It constitutes
an opfosile to lolerance and forbearance, and
in mdny cases i( i\ a disservice to the dcfenses
ot that which is truthful and rightful.

l. Psychological and Social
Grounds of Fanat ic ism

Thc underlying psychological factors of
fanaticism musl bc sevcral. A p.crcquisilc lor
all plrgrcss, cvcn spiritual progrcss, is dissat
isfactiotr wilh rhat which has heen achicved.
Dissatisfaction lcads to a(tempts to correct
cilhcr oneself o. one's environment so thal
they night bct(er correspond to one's wishes,
i.e. to transform lhem less dissatisfactory.
This qualily n, in my view, inherent in us. ln
case ihc or.eclive measures a.e faused
mainly or prilnarily on the environment, it
resuhs in altcmpts to [ro,Jucc desnc,J changes
al lo 'n o(her pcrsons, r ,c,  ln at lcmpls to drctale
onc's prcfercnces and ideas to others, so to
force rbem ro adont one's views, ways ofliving
and so on and so forth Thi\ is rhe eme as ro
turn cveryone else into one's slave. A human
being is constantly under this kind of €nforc-
ing inlluence. we speak about 'social pres-
sure," when this codformidg and uoiforming
enforcement stems from a larser qroup. not
just from an individual. If the-compulsion h
acled out with th€ us€ of force and violence.


