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OD THE FIRST SOURCE AND CENTER OF THE

DESIDERATA-.A PERSONAL

REVISIOl{

Go p3-acidLy amld the nolse and haste of daily 1ife, while
you :remember that thero ls a peaco that passebh understanding,
and the posslbl l t ty fon i t  ls  a lways wlthln you. As far as
posslbLe without sur:render", be on good ter$s wtth all- pensonsp
and fall not to cLaim fon younsel-f the bounttful newards of
joy and Love that como from golng bhe second milo wtth your
br"others and slsters who trod thts oanthly path wtth $our
Speak your tr"uth quietl-y and cleanl-y; thene ls no noed to
shoutr fon ttruth stands of lts o'wn, l lke a smal-Lrstl l- l volce
that says:  r rThls ts the way, waLk theneln.rr  And l ls ten to
othe::s, even the d^ull and ignonant-*they may not be as dull
and ignorant as finst supposed,

Keep tnterested ln youn career,  however hurnble.  I t  is  a real
possession 1n the changing fortunes of  t lme. Exer"clse wlsdorn
and Judgement 1n your busLness affatrsr fon the world has not
yet leannod that that which is most valuable cannot be bought
and sold. Mlstako not, though, for there ar"e rnany who st:: ive
for. divine ideals, thoso who wiLl- not tnade thein blrt 'hrlght
as faith-sons of the Most High for a mere mess of poruidge.
Dane to bel ieve ln heroes, and dare to be one.

Be you:rself . Thene ls rnore w*thin you than you could ever
lmagLne. Do not felgn affect' lonr neilher be cynical about
l-ove. GLve it fr:eeIy, and recolve tt gnaciouslyr for God hath
deor"eed that love ls the greatest reallty tn al-L the grand.
unlverseo -

Take klndly the counseL of the yearsr gnacefulLy suruendorlng
the things of youth. Nuntune st::ength of spfu'lt to shleld
you ln sudden misfontune. But do not dlstness yourself with
lmaginlngs; many fear"s ano born of fatl.gue and lonellness.
When the dark cLouds of fean and doubt gathe:r overhead, seek
fon the clear and centnaL shining of that fatth whlch tnlumphantLy
decLanes: t rEven l f  I  cannot do thls,  there l - lves in rne the good
splrlt of the Almlghty who can and wl1l- do 1t, rr

You ane Lndoed a chlld of the unlverse, Far more than the trees
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GOD THE FIRST SOURCE AND CENTER OF THE

and the stans, thone 1s a hlgh and noble purpose ln you
belng he::e. And whethen on nob it is cLear bo you, lro doubt
tho unlve:lse is unfoLdlng acconding to the plans of an all-
wise and lovlng Cneator.

fhonefone, be at peace with Sod, whateve:: you concelye Him
to be. And lf your mind does not serv€ you woll in this
great quest for the Hter.nal, despair not that God ls always
lnftnitely more than your bhoughts can discover, but rost
wlth a$surance that He is never l-ess than your closest frlend
and sp5-ntt Fathen.

?he kingdom of Heaven ls wlthin you, sald the Master, and lf
you wouLd enter lt, you must become as a l lttLe ehlld, t::ustlng,
open, and. wlLling fon new dlscove::tes. And havl"ng ente::odr you
will know, and you wlLL be lrnown, for by bhLs men shall know
that' you ane my dlsclpl"es--He sald, that you Love and $€rve
one another, oven as f have J"oved you.

Have fal"fh. Be of good^ cheer. And be patlent; whethor you
be elghteon on eighty,  Sod Lsntf  f in lshed wlth you yet.
Gneat thlngs Lle l"n store for all- of us in flrne and eternity.

Char1e* Royeo Ar"tenbunn
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Desideratu
ffilo placidly amid the noise and haste, and remember what peace there

fuffi may be in silence. e$ As far as possible without surrender be on good
LE.*s.qi terms with all persons. .a.] Speak your truth quietly and clearly; and
listen to others, even the dull and ignorant; they too have their story.

Avoid loud and aggressive persons, they are vexations to the spirit. ra$

If you compare yourself with others, you may become vain and bitter;
for always there will be greater and lesser persons than yourself. ,--B

Enjoy your achievements as well as your plans.

Keep interested in your own career, however humble; it is a real
possession in the changing fortunes of time. "a! Exercise caution in your
business affairs; for the world is full of trickery. ,u-,f But let this not
blind you to what virtue there is; m^fly persons strive for high ideals;
and everywhere life is full of heroism.

Be yourself. .ai Especially, do not feign affection. oa8 Neither be
cynical about love; for in the face of all atidity and disenchantment
it is perennial as the grass.

Take kindly the counsel of the years, gracefully surrendering
the things of youth. 

--.J 
Nurture srrength of spirit to shield you in

sudden misfortune. .:-f But do not distress yourself with imaginings. zf
Mzny fears are born of fatigue and loneliness. .--6 Beyond a wholesome
discipline, be gentle v'ith yourself.

You are a child of the universe, no less than the trees and the
stars; you have a right to be here. .a$ And whether or not it is clear
to you, no cloubt the universe is unfolding as it should.

Therefore be at peace with God, whatever you conceive Him to be,
and whatever your labors and aspirations, in the noisy confusion of
life keep peace with your soul.

$Tith all its sham, drudgery and broken dreams, it is still a
beautiful world. n-l Be careful. "a$ Strive to be happy.


