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Lament of an "al frost" lYan- an

/D,7I
by l l  yde :e!: l  f

I  have Leen Grl i l ty of  .3ssing the n-41iT1A :ock
lightlJ' illlo my r;ird.

Soiretines its liescieril, vords have
+"hunderousllr a',i:,.i{cncd ne.

I ts br i l l iance has scnei ines- bl ief ly bl j  nded n'e '
And i ts iesusonian love has me1+-ed r€.
tsut alr'rays f have recovered quickly--

an. l  Lr. : r t  ny nind:,ud 'cack anel i  to
f i t t le nat i ;ens oi  nar.kets and neals,
and tircs and taxes and tLLe ilnselled trinfiLinis
of l i fe that lass in and out
the doors of ny consciousness.

or a ls.inting in bright co-ors
to furnish and Lr lgbten
t:? :.o '.:a:r:::en Ei:llery ca in_ sc'Jl.

T h  + | i  c  h ^ ! , 1  n ^ n ^ 6 r i  r .  , . . i  .

the inex.ressibfe Norde,rs of the !ook--
f felt  t ine racin4 tunultuousfy
i \ ro  .he  a ie i r , €  c ; , -Le l rda . .  o :  r y  ve :ns .

- -'rresurLa-uy impor iant--
-rd s. !r  es ' -n f : rr  e I  Ls L, i : .ver_ing l ' lor lh.

" i  r u s L " ,  =  . ' . r l o ,  " g e '  r y  l r j o - r i t i e s  i n  o r o e - " .
Thb hir ts I  've had:

--a burst of  i ight in dr3kness,
an electf ical  i  nv:rsion of my soults Cepths,
a f focding reslon:re to sone srnal1 ki)1dness,
a raj .nbou of celest ial  nuslc in- rLy heart :

A l l  L . c s e  s u  - e . t  t , 1 a L  .  ' i s t  b e y o n d  n )  f : n  e r t i p s

end susLeoJ' ,cF, for a thir_st in6 soul ,

, lhy hav T no+ seen nore clear ly thar a: You
L a v e  t r a n s l d i e d  l n e  s J n ? h o n i e s  o f  t a r a d l s e  i i s e l  f
for us ir_r our creat Book--
lre cannct h.]C th.r" io echc forev€r' in ouf irenories
r : n - L e s s  r . -  o r c r ' F s . a a l e  t 1 . f f : n  o u r  ! L i : . o n r -  l , c i
i n l ^  l t r ^ l h a r l r , ; . i  w  l ^ , ! . h : -9 9 i - ,  ' u J ! , l L I t l

r i i th uords and act ions:

our l reoccupat or wlth everyLh:ng
that i loesn' t  natter.

this be ny resolve: I '1f  honor n,ore resolutely
the !ook's so simpfe, vet t ranscenaleni t ruth--
that everJone I  scF or neel or heal about
is in tluth--MY -lRoTHEil

And ln each day's relzt ionshlps i t  wif l  be I
Irho fets each koor -]ry .ttlt"d. 

"nd 
t*d .

Dea:r Cod: l,ife ls too short to enjoy a.ff ny brotlrers:
l iow have I  so 1on6 beer.  needlessly impover 'shad--

fraternal ly and sDjr:  Luaf ly ?
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[he r]n-AilTIA ?ock

riefly blinded r.e '
L l :ed n1e.
!ckfy--

and meals,
Lre i inseffed tr inninis

nt enougn
t ^' j-e-"-a-y'

or a !a1nurI r ts  f t -  - - '61,"  -crors

to furnish anal L.iglrten
+,)r: +,.r ':arren 6:llery ci "-.; sc'rl.

the inex-rressib:Le uondeisr of the Sook-_
I fel t  t lme racini  tunultuously
- r u L  L . ' L  a c '  r t  c o . e . : s 4  u -  m y  v e l n s .

I  fai tered at ny t ick tack uork
-- l resunably i f i lortant--
and sa,i{ as in mirage its fi?,vering r'Jorih '

" I  nusr",  i  said, "ge" ny l , r ioxi t ies in order".
1ne nr lrs 1 ve iac.

--a bur.st  of  i ight iu darkness,
al l  eleet] . icaf i .vasion of ny soul 's. ie l ths'
a i focr i ixg reslonse to sorne smal1 kir ldness,
a rainboH of celesl : ia1 nusic in ny heart :

,A.f l  thcse suggesi that just beyond ny f ingert ips

and sustenance, for a thirst ing soul.

' ,1.-v . .v.  T a + (a6. D, ra .  . : r_ that as you

have translated '"he symlhonies of laradlse i tsel f
llol us ir, our Great !ook--
're cannot h.fd th..,-, ',o echo iorsver in oua' ileinories
unless }le orches-"'rate tben in our l)errional ].lal'
i n t o  t r o t h e - l y  d a i l J  t o u c h i n S  o '  o t h e r  I i v e s
nith vorals ani l  act ions:
. , . F o r  L h e s c  o l , o e r s  L o o ,  L n  t h €  h u n a 4  s t a L e t
suffer the nalady that deadens us_-
our preoccupatioli with everything
that aioesn' t  natter,

Thls 'oe ny resolve: I ' l f  honor nore resolutefy
the Book's so sir ip ler l ret  t ranscenden',  tTuth--
that everyone I see or rneet or hear about
is in trutb--MY IROTHEF I

AnaI in each day's relat ionshlps i t  iU te I

Holr have I so long been needl-essly inpoverished--
fraternally and sliritualfy?


