
ON LOVE AND ILL TEMPER 

I n  Henry Drummond's t h e s i s  on LOVE i n  h i s  c l a s s i c  "The G r e a t e s t  Thing i n  t h e  
World", h e  makes a  s t r o n g  d i v i s i o n  between s i n s  of t h e  body and s i n s  of o n e ' s  
d i s p o s i t i o n  i n  h i s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t r a s t  between LOVE and I11 Temper. 
Abridged,  t h e r e  fo l low t h e s e  q u o t a t i o n s  from h i s  f i n e  work: 

"We a r e  i n c l i n e d  t o  look  upon bad temper a s  a  very harmless  weakness.  We 
speak  of i t  a s  a  mere i n f i r m i t y  o f  n a t u r e ,  a  fami ly  f a i l i n g ,  a  m a t t e r  of  temperameat, 
n o t  a  t h i n g  t o  t a k e  i n t o  very  s e r i o u s  account  i n  e s t i m a t i n g  a  man's c h a r a c t e r .  

The p e c u l i a r i t y  of ill temper i s  t h a t  i t  is t h e  v i c e  of t h e  v i r t u o u s .  I t  is  
o f t e n  t h e  one b l o t  on an  o t h e r w i s e  nob l e  c h a r a c t e r .  You know men who a r e  a l l  b u t  
p e r f e c t ,  and women who would b e  e n t i r e l y  p e r f e c t ,  bu t  f o r  an e a s i l y  r u f f l e d ,  quick-  
tempered, o r  "touchy" d i s p o s i t i o n .  Th i s  c o m p a t i b i l i t y  of ill temper w i t h  h igh  
mora l  c h a r a c t e r  i s  one of t h e  s t r a n g e s t  and s a d d e s t  problems of  e t h i c s .  

The t r u t h  is t h e r e  a r e  two g r e a t  c l a s s e s  of  s ins - - s ins  of  t h e  Body, and s i n s  
o f  t h e  D i s p o s i t i o n .  

We have no b a l a n c e  t o  weigh one a n o t h e r ' s  s i n s ,  and c o a r s e r  and f i n e r  a r e  b u t  
human words;  b u t  f a u l t s  i n  t h e  h i g h e r  n a t u r e  may be  l e s s  v e n i a l  ( f o r g i v a b l e )  t han  
t h o s e  i n  t h e  lower ,  and t o  t h e  eye  of H i m  who i s  LOVE, a  s i n  a g a i n s t  LOVE may seem 
a hundred t imes more base .  

No form of v i c e ,  no t  w o r l d l i n e s s ,  n o t  greed of go ld ,  no t  drunkenness  i t s e l f ,  
does  more t o  un-Chr i s t i an i s .2  s o c i e t y  than  e v i l  temper. For e m b i t t e r i n g  l i f e ,  f o r  
b r e a k i n g  up comn~uni t i es ,  f o r  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  most s ac r ed  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  f o r  d e v a s t a t -  
i n g  homes, f o r  w i t h e r i n g  up men and women, f o r  t ak ing  t h e  bloom o f f  ch i ldhood ,  i n  
s h o r t ,  f o r  s h e e r  g r a t u i t o u s  misery-producing power, t h i s  i n f l u e n c e  s t a n d s  a l o n e .  

What i s  i t  made o f ?  J e a l o u s y ,  a n g e r ,  p r i d e ,  uncha r i t y ,  c r u e l t y ,  s e l f  r i gh t eous -  
n e s s ,  t o u c h i n e s s ,  doggedness,  su l l ennes s - - i n  va ry ing  degrees  and p r o p o r t i o n s ,  t h e s e  
a r e  t h e  i n g r e d i e n t s  of a l l  ill temper.  Judge i f  such s i n s  of t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  a r e  
n o t  worse t o  l i v e  i n ,  and f o r  o t h e r s  t o  l i v e  w i t h ,  than  s i n s  of t h e  body. 

You w i l l  s e e  then  why Temper is  s i g n i f i c a n t .  I t  is no t  i n  v h a t  i t  i s  a l o n e ,  
b u t  i n  what i t  r e v e a l s .  I t  is  a  t e s t  f o r  l o v e ,  a  symptom, a  r e v e l a t i o n  of an 
un lov ing  n a t u r e  a t  bottom. I t  is  t h e  i n t e r m i t t e n t  f eve r  which bespeaks  u n i n t e r -  
m i t t e n t  d i s e a s e  w i t h i n ;  a  sample o f  t h e  most h idden  produc ts  of t h e  s o u l  dropped 
i n v o l u n t a r i l y  when o f f  one ' s  guard.  

Hence i t  is n o t  enough t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  Temper. We must go t o  t h e  s o u r c e ,  and 
change t h e  inmost  natr i re ,  and t h e  angry humours w i l l  d i e  away of themselves .  

S o u l s  a r e  made sweet no t  by t a k i n g  t h e  a c i d  f l u i d s  o u t ,  b u t  by p u t t i n g  something 
in--a g r e a t  LOVE, a  new S p i r i t ,  t h e  S p i r i t  of C h r i s t ,  C h r i s t ,  t h e  S p i r i t  of C h r i s t ,  c 

- i n t e r p e n e t r a t i n g  o u r s ,  swee tens ,  p u r i f i e s ,  t r ans forms  a l l .  Th i s  on ly  can  e r a d i c a t e  \ v h a t  is wrong, work a  chemical change,  r enova t e  and r e g e n e r a t e ,  and r e h a b i l i t a t e  
t h e  i n n e r  man. 

\ - 
Will-power does  no t  change men. Time does no t  change men. C h r i s t  does .  

-. 

T h e r e f o r e  "Let t h a t  mind b e  i n  you which was a l s o  i n  C h r i s t  Jesus"".  
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