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GO I3-co~!scIous IdESS - 

I ?Lave undertaken t h i s  s t u d y  of God-consciousrzss wi th  t h e  deepes t  humi l i t y ,  
f u l l y  arlare of my m n y  hurran l i rn i t a t ions .  
and develop by  t r y i z g  -- by s t r u g g l i n g  t o  understand, and by  praying for  
guidance and  d i r e c t i o n  i n  y i e ld ing  mind t o  s p i r i t .  
-..e can grow f a s t e r  by Fooling our resources ,  by m e t i n g  and d i scuss ing  t h e s e  
top ic s  t o g e t h e r  as '.re a r c  doing today. Rodan says, F. 1776:2: If . . 
through p x - s o n a l i t y  a s s o c i a t i o n  the  mind of one augments i t s  s p i r i t u a l  va lues  
by ga in ing  much of t h e  i n s i g h t  of t h e  o t h e r .  I n  t h i s  way Ken e n r i c h  t h e  s o u l  
by pool ing t h e i r  res izec t ive  s p i r i t u a l  possessions .II% 

Yet, T subn:it, we can only  grow 

1 subgcit f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  

' I  , . h . t  2 does t h i s  t e r m  God-consciousness rr,ean t o  us? Have we experienced t h i s  
pe r sona l  f e e l i n g ?  The Urant ia  Book t e l l s  us ,  P. ~ 3 0 ~ 6 :  "There is no word 
i n  any hurran language which can be employed t o  des igna te  t h i s  'sense,' 
' f e e l i n g , !  ' i n t u i t i o n , '  or l exper iencef  vrhich we have e l e c t e d  t o  c a l l  God- 
cocsciousr,ess , If  

:.e r e a l i z e  t h a t  we. are a t  t h e  bottom of t h e  long evo lu t iona ry  climb toward 
f u l l y  understanding t h i s  t e r m  and a t  our  present  po in t  ire can o n l y  c a t c h  a 
f a in t  gl impse o f  i t s  t r u e  neaning. 
s t r u z k l e  upward t o  gain a larger view a t  each level  u n t i l  a t  kist we c a n  core 
i n t o  a f u l l  understanding.  

But t o  see more, we rriust clbib and 

le f i n d  t h e  term God-consciousness used throughout t h e  book in many and va r i ed  
s e t t i n g s ,  a l l  of  vrhich h e l p  us t o  ga in  understanding of  t h i s  term. 
ample, i n  t h e  Foreword, an Orvonton Divine Counselor p o i n t s  up t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
rlLul.erous d i v i c e  h e l p s  are given t o  a i d  us  i n  our progress .  
b i t a t i o n s  o f  our mortal  minds we can achieve divir ,e levels i f  we s i n c e r e l y  
t r y .  ' 1  . . , t h e r e  dwells w i t h i n  t h e  human mind a fragment of God, and t h e r e  
so journs  wi th  t h e  h u a n  s o u l  t h e  S p i r i t  of Truth; and w e  f u r t h e r  know t h a t  
t hese  s p i r i t  f o r c e s  conspi re  t o  enable  material r a n  t o  g r a s p  t h e  rea l i ty  of 
s p i r i t u a l  va lues  . , . But even more c e r t a i n l y  we know t h a t  t h e s e  s p i r i t s  of 
t h e  Givine Presence are a b l e  t o  ass i s t  ran  i n  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  a p p r o p r i a t i m  of  
a l l  t r u t h  c o n t r i b u t o r y  t o  t h e  enhanceKent of t h e  ever-progressing r ea l i t y  of  
F e m o r a l  r e l i g i o u s  exper ience  -- God-consciousness . I f  P. 17:2 . 

For ex- 

I n  s p i t e  of  t h e  

Oze of  t h e  f i r s t  t h e s  we might have t h i s  experience of God-consciousness i s  
told by a l;elchizedek, P. ll3l:h: IlEvery hunan be ing  very early experiences 
s m e t h i n g  of  t h e  c o n f l i c t  between h i s  se l f - seeking  and h i s  a l t ru i s t i c  in- 

- 

Albovc all e l s e ,  God-consciousness is t h e  most longed-for and sough t -a f t e r  
ex;.erience of r e l i g i o u s  ran .  

Consider t h e  fo l lowing  p resen ta t ion  by a 9 iv ine  Counselor,  P. 34:L. If . 
Thought ;",d-justers, t h e  a c t u a l  g i 2 t  of t h e  g r e a t  God h i m s e l f  s e n t  t o  i n d w e l l  
such a s  t h e  hurr.ans of Urant ia ,  serk wi thout  announcement and wi thout  ex- 
p lar ,a t ion .  I n  endless profusion,  t hey  descend from t h e  h e i g h t s  of g l o r y  t o  
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grace and indwell t h e  humble ininds of those mortals who possess t h e  capacity 
f o r  God-consciousness or the p o t e n t i a l  t h e r d  o r  . I '  

A :ielchixedek o f  Nebadon portrays the s e t t i n g  f o r  increased God-consciousness : 
!!The s incere  r e l i g i o n i s t  is conscious of universe c i t i z a n s h i p  and I s  m a r e  of 
raking contact with sources  of superhwr.an power. 
gized with t h e  assurance of belonging t o  a superior and ennobled fel loimhip of . 
t h e  sons of God. 
stimulus of the  quest  for t h e  highest  universe object ives  -- suprcnc goals. 

He i s  t h r i l l e d  and cner- 

The consciousness of self-worth has  bccorre augn.anted by the 

!!The s e l f  has surrendered t o  the  in t r igu ing  drive of an all-encompassing 
m t i v a t i o n  which imposes heightened self-discipl ine,  lessens emotional con- 
f l i c t ,  and makes r ror ta l  l i f e  t ru ly  worth l i v i n g ,  The norbid rccogni t ion of 
h w a n  l imi ta t ions  i s  changed t o  t h e  E a t u r a l  consciousness of mortal  short-  
comings, assoc ia ted  wi th  moral determication and s p i r i t u a l  a s p i r a t i o n  t o  
a t t a i n  the  highest .  universe and superuniverse goals.  
ing f o r  t h e  a t t a i m e n t  of supermortal i d e a l s  i s  always characterized by in- 
creasing patience,  forbearance,  f o r t i t u d e  and to1erance.I' 

And t h i s  in tense  stri-v- 

P. l l C O : ? .  6 

"It should be made c l e a r  t h a t  professions of loya l ty  t o  the suprere i d e a l s  -- 
t h e  psychic, emotiofial, and s p i r i t u a l  awareness of God-consciousmss -- r a y  
be a n a t u r a l  ahd gradual  gro e experTenceC1 a t  cer ta i?  
junctures ,  as i n  a c r i s i s .  ienced j u s t  such a cuduen 
and spectacular  conversion t h a t  event fu i  day on the Damascus road. Gautam 
Siddhartha had a similar experience the night he  s a t  alone and sought to 
penetrate  the mystery of  fir21 t r u t h .  
and rcany t r u e  be l ievers  have progressed i n  the s p i r i t  without sud&n con- 
version. . . . \!hen t h e  m n t a l  mobilization i s  absolu te ly  t o t a l  on any l e v e l  
of t h e  psychic upreach toward s p i r i t  a t t a i n r E n t ,  when there  e x i s t s  perfect ion 
of the human motivation of l o y a l t i e s  t o  t h e  divine idea, then  there  very of ten  
occurs a sudden down-grasp of the indwelling s p i r i t  t o  synchronize with the  
concentrated and aonsecrated purpose of the  superconscious mind of  t h e  be- 
l i e v i n g  rnortal.I! P. 1099:2,3, 

Isiany others have had l i k e  experiences, 

'tGod-consciousness, as i t  is  experienced by an evolving mortal  of t h e  realms, 
must consis t  of t h r e e  varying fac tors ,  th ree  d i f f e r e n t i a l  l e v e l s  of r e a l i t y  
r e a l i z a t i o n .  There is f irst  t h e  mind consciousness --*the comprehension of 
the idea of God. Then follows t h e  s o u l  consciousness -- the  rea l iza t ior !  of 

of God. 
t h e  s p i r i t  r e a l i t y  of God. 
r e a l i z a t i o n ,  no n a t t e r  how incomplete, t h e  mortal  p e r s o m l i t y  a t  a l l  times 
overspreads all conscious leve ls  with a r e a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  p e r s o r a l i t y  of 
God. I n  those  mortals who have a t t a i m d  the  Corps o f  t h e  F i n a l i t y  a l l  t h i s  
vSiU i n  t i m  lead t o  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  supremcy of God and r ay  sub5e- 
quently eventuate i n  the r e a l i z a t i o n  of  the ultirracy of God, s0IT.c Fhase of 
the absoni te  suprconsc iousness  of the Paradise Father. 

La st, dawns t h e  s p i r i t  consciousness - t h  e r e a l i z a t i o n  of  
By the  uni f ica t ion  of these f a c t o r s  of t h e  divice 

!!The experience of God-consciousness r m a i n s  the sam from generation to 
generation,but w i t h  each advancing epoch i n  hwan Imo1.iledge t h e  Fhi losovhir :  
concept and t h e  theologic  def in i t ions  of  God must  - chapge. God-kacPrirEoess, 
r e l i g i o u s  consciousness, i s  a universe r e a l i t y ,  bu t  no m t t e r  horr v s l i d  ( r e c l )  
re l ig ious  experience i s ,  it a u s t  be wi l l ing  t o  subject i t s e l f  t o  in te l l igef i t  
c r i t i c i s m  and reasonable philosophic i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ;  it m u s t  pot' v^(;-.k t o  l x  z 
thing a p r t  i n  t h e  t o t a l i t y  of human e q x r i e n c e ! ~  69:7,8, 
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"The a c t u a l i t y  of t h c  ex is tence  of God is dcmonstratcd i n  human c x p r i e n c c  
by t h e  indwell ing of t he  d iv ine  presence, t he  s p i r i t  i ioni tor  sent  from Fara- 
d i s e  t o  l i v e  i n  the  ri.orta1 mind of m n  and t h e r e  t o  a s s i s t  i n  evolving t h e  
h m o r t a l  soul of eterral su rv iva l .  
t h e  human mind i s  d i sc losed  by t h r e e  e x p e r i e n t i a l  phenorxm: 

The presence of t h i s  d iv ine  Adjystcr i n  

1. 

2. 

The i n t e l l e c t u a l  capac i ty  f o r  knowing God -- God-cmsciousncss. 

The s p i r i t u a l  urge t o  f i n d  God -- God seeking.  - 
3 .  The F e r s o n a l i t y  c r a v i w  t o  be l i k e  God -- t h e  wholehearted d e s i r e  t o  

do t h e  F a t h e r ' s  w i l l .  

"The e x i s t e n c e  of God can never be proved by s c i e n t i f i c  experiment or by t h e  
pure reason  of l o g i c a l  deduction. 
hman experience;.neverthcless, t h e  t r u e  concept of t h e  r e a l i t y  of God i s  
reasonable t o  log ic ,  p l aus ib l e  t o  philosophy, e s s e n t i a l  t o  r e l i g i o n ,  and 
i n d i s p n s a b l e  t o  aqy hope of pe r sona l i ty  su rv iva l .  

God can be r e a l i z e d  o n l 9 , i n  t h e  r o a h  of 

IIThosc who know God have exlzerienced t h e  f a c t  of h i s  presence; such God- 
knowing mor ta l s  ho ld  i n  t h e i r  Fei-SOml experience the  only pos i t i ve  proof 
of the  ex i s t ence  of t he  l i v i n g  God which or;e h w a n  being can o f f e r  t o  ano t tw- ,  
The ex i s t ence  of God is  u t t e r l y  beyond t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  derr.onstration BY,- 
cept  for  t h e  contac t  between God-consciousness of t h e  hwi~an mind and t h e  G@& 
presence of  t h e  Thought Ad,juster t h a t  indwells  the  m o r t a l  i n t e l l e c t  ar,d is 
bestowed upon man as t h e  free g i f t  of t h e  Universal  Father." P. 2 4 2 - 7 .  

Such high and certain hope i s  given t o  each of us  by t h e s e  staterrients from a 
Divine Counselor of Uversa : 

"If mor ta l  mail  i s  wholeheartedly s p i r i t u a l l y  not iva ted ,  unreservedly COP 
secra ted  t o  t h e  doing of t h e  Fa ther ' s  v r i l l ,  then,  s i n c e  he i s  s o  c e r t a i n l y  
and so  e f f e c t i v e l y  s p i r i t u a 3 y  endowed by t h e  indwell ing and d iv ine  Adjuster ,  
there  cannot f a i l  t o  r r a t e r i a l i z e  i n  t h a t  i nd iv idua l r s  experience the  sublin;e 
consciousness of knowiw God and the  superRal assurance of surv iv ing  f o r  
the purpose of f ind ing  God by t h e  progressive experience of  becorning mre 
and nore like him." P. 63:5. 

"The d iv ine  presence cannot,  however, be discovered anywhere i n  na ture  o r  
even i n  t h e  l i v e s  of God-knovTinr; mortals s o  f u l l y  and so c e r t a i n l y  as i n  
your a t tempted communion wi th  t h e  indwelling Kystery I loni tor ,  t h e  Paradise 
Thought Adjuster .  
the  s p i r i t  of t h e  Universa l  Father  Lives wi th in  your own P.  6Lc:7. 

!!hat a mistake t o  dream of God fa r  o f f  i n  'the s k i e s  r h e n  

"It i s  because of t h i s  God fragrcent t h a t  indirel ls  you t h a t  you can hope, 2 3  
you progress i n  harrnonizinG wi th  the  Adjus te r ' s  s p i r i t u a l  lLadings, nore 
f u l l y  t o  d i s c e r n  t h e  presence and transforming power of t hose  o the r  scirit:1.21 
inf luences t h a t  surround you and impinge upon you b u t  do not func t ion  as an  
i n t e g r a l  part of you, 
of close and in t ima te  contac t  with the  indvrel i ng  Adjuster  does not i n  t h e  
l e a s t  disprove such an  exa l t ed  experience. 
divine Adjuster c o n s i s t s  wholly i n  t h e  na ture  and e x t e n t  of t h e  f r u i t s  of t h c  
s p i r i t  which a r e  y i e ldcd  i n  t h e  l i f e  experience of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  bc l i eve r .  
'By t h e i r  f r u i t s  you sha l l  know them.~ll  FP, 64:€3-65:1. 

The f a c t  t h a t  you a r e  not i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  conscious 

The proof of  f r a t e r n i t y  x i t h  t h e  



-4.- 
Fcnderson 

['It i s  exceedingly d i f f i c u l t  for  the meagerly sp i r i t ua l i zed ,  rnat'erial mind o f  
a o r t a l  ran t o  experience mrked  consciousness of the s p i r i t  a c t i v i t i e s  of such 
)divine e n t i t i e s  as  the  Paradise ;Idjusters. As the  s o u l  of ,ioint miEd and 
Adjuster c rea t ion  b e c o ~ ~ e s  increasingly ex is ten t ,  there  a l s o  evolves a ncw 
phase of s o u l  consciousness which i s  c a p b l e  of experienciw t h o  presence ar,dof 
recognizing t h e  s p i r i t  leadings and other supermaterial  a c t i v i t i e s  of the  
6iystery IJonitors .!I P, 65 :2. 

. 

"The e n t i r e  experience of Adjuster corn, union i s  o m  involving mora 1 s t a t u s ,  
nienta1 motivation, and s p i r i t u a l  experience. The se l f - rea l iza t ion  of such 
an  achieverrent i s  rxainly, though not exclusively, limited t o  the r e a h  o f  
s o u l  consciousness, but t h e  proofs are forthcoming and abundant i n  the rani-  
f e s t a t ion  of t he  f ru i t s  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  i n  the  lives of a11  such inner-spibit  
contactors .I! P . 65 : 3 .  

That ce r t a in  apos t les  were gradual ly  developing personal God-con- Jciousnes s 
is  an in t e re s t ing  f a c t  f o r  u s  t o  consider. 
Jesus for  rrany long days, weeks, and months when t h e  f o l l o w i ~  discussions 
with Rodan on t h e  p e r s o m l i t y  of God revea l  s ign i f icant  deve1oy;rrent.s i n  t h e i r  
Rr sona l  l ives  : 

They had been associated w i t h  

tfThomas contended t h a t  God does communicate with rran,and therefore  that t h e  
Father i s  a person, even within the  de f in i t i on  of Rodan. 
re jec ted  on the ground t h a t  God does not reveal  himself persol?ally; t h a t  he 
is s t i l l  a mystery. Then Nathaniel appealed t o  h i s  own Fersonal exreriecce 
with God and t h a t  -- Rodan allowed, affirming tha t  he had recent ly  had s i r r i l a r  
experiences .t i  P. 17S4., :1. 

This the  Greek 
- 

- 

Vhat were these experiences of which we see sudh b r i e f  mention? How vre would 
l i ke  t o  t a l k  t o  Nathaniel and Rodan and t o  know more about these  experiences. 

kt us conclude t h i s  paper with som powerful statements lrade by Jesus i n  
h i s  Second Discourse on Religion t o  the  twenty-four as they paused i n  the  
Skde  by the h i l l s i d e  on t h e i r  way t o  Phoenicia: 

7 t%tny  of your  brethren have m i r d s  which acce;-h the  theory o f  God whi le  they 
s p i r i t u a l l y  f a i l  t o  r e a l i z e  the  presence of God, And t h a t  i s  j u s t  the reason 
why I hzve s o  of ten  taught you t h a t  the  kingdom of heaven can bes t  be r ea l i zed  
by acquiring the  s p i r i t u a l  a t t i t u d e  of a sincere chi ld .  It is not t he  xenta l  
immaturity of the ch i ld  tha t  I commend t o  you but ra ther  the  s p i r i t u a l  sir.- 
p l i c i t y  of such an easy-believing and ful ly- t rust ing l i t t l e  one. It i s  not 
so important t h a t  you should know about the f a c t  of God as t h a t  you should I h c reas ina ly  grow i n  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  f e e l  the presence I. o f  God,!! P. 1733:l. 

lf\b;her, once you begin t o  f ind  God i n  your s o u l ,  presently you w i l l  begin t o  
discover him i n  other rrenls souls  and eventuaZly i n  a l l  t h e  creatures  and 
creations of a mighty universe. 
as a God of suprem l o y a l t i e s  and divine idea ls  i n  the souls of  men who give 
l i t t l e  or no tine t o  the thoughtful contenplation of such e t e r r a l  r e a l i t i e s ?  
1:hile the  mind i s  not t he  sea t  of the s p i r i t u a l  mtu re ,  i t  is indeed t h e  
@ tewa y there to .  

But  xhat chance does the Father have t o  appsar 

.- 

llaut do not Rake the mistake of tryin,; t o  prove t o  other  rren t h a t  you have 
found God.; you cannot consciously produce such va l id  proof, a l b e i t  thcrc  a r e  



two pos i t ive  and powerful demnstrat ions of t he  f a c t  t h a t  yo1 
and t h e y  are: 

"1. The f r u i t s  of the  s p i r i t  of God showing i n  your dai:  

112. The f a c t  t h a t  your e n t i r e  l i f e  plan furnishes  pc.8itj 
you have unreservedly r i sked  evwything you a r e  and have on t 
surv iva l  a f t e r  death i n  the pursuit  of t h e  hope of f inding t k  
whose presence you have fore tas ted  in t h e .  . . But you vrhc 
out of darkness i n t o  the  l i g h t  a r e  expected t o  bel ieve with a 
your f a i t h  shall domirate the  combined a t t i t u d e s  of body, m i r  
P. 1733:2,3,4. 

And this f i m l  strong stateKent of Jesus which I wish t o  quot 
his b e a u t i f u l  I n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  Teachers and Believers -J P. 1766 
which has b e c o E  a rcemory verse for me -- I use it zacy hxhy;: 
or a day for a id  and encouragen;ent. It always gives .ne s t r e r  

Jesus sa id :  When ~GY children once become self-conscious of t 
the  divine presence, such a f a i t h  will expand t h e  mind, ennob 
reinforce t h e  persora l i ty ,  augment the  happiness, deepen t h e  
ception, and enhance t h e  power t o  love and be loved." 
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