
Before we can begin to answer this question, we 
must first try to get some understandin6 o F  what person- 
nlitv is. 

In the universe OP miverses there are "Oour absolute 
gravity circuits." (131 : 5 )  'i'hese Oour gravity circuits 
functionally unify the four universal types of actual 
reality -- personality, spirit, mind, and matter. A l l  
four of these absolute-gravity circuits are centered upon 
the Isle of Paradise, "the geoFraphic center oC infinity 
and the dwelling place of the eternal God." (1:s) And 
there are no other types of universal gravity or actual 
reality apart from personality, spirit, mind, and metter. 

?or B very long time mankind has recoenized the real- 
ity of spirit, mind, and matter. Eacn of us recognizes 
the difference between mind and matter. The physical 
world is clearly distinct ?-on the ideas and meanings o F  

self'-conscious and reflective thought. Thought has its 
origins in the reality o? mind. Our sensations and per- 
ceptions of the physical world t a k e  origin in the reality 
0-* mstter. 

X a c n  o? us h e r e  a l s o  recoFnizes a third level or tppe 

of reality. Spiritual v a l u e s  originate in t h e  kinqdom 

0:' YLeaven. Spiritual i d e a l s  2:e coxposed of 2 renl sub- 
stance which is reletivelv s t a b l e  amidst t n e  confusion9 



a n d  questions of the materiai intellect and the Rdversitv 
of p a i n .  ?:ability is wholly and f i l w a v s  nroportionel 
to divinity." ( 1 1 5 : ~ )  
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Things, meanings, and vRlues are a l l  easily recog- 
nized a s  difrerent +om one another. Personality is a l s o  
e a s i l y  recognized; very simply, it is y& we ere. Spirit, 
mind, and matter constitute whet we are, but personality 
is that cosmic reality which makes possible the Oact of 
personal experience. We are told that, "The other-than- 
personal never attains the level of the personal except 
by the direct act of the Paradise Pather." ( 7 0 : 5 )  

Spirit, mind, and matter are the parts 0-  the whole -- 
personality 0- and these parts exist in a continually 
changing relationship to one another. Personality, on 

( l225:2) In addition, personality -- unlike soirit, mind, 
or matter -- is a l s o  absolutely ur,ique throughout a l l  of' 
eternity. Age and experience have absolutely nothing to 
do with who we are and evergthinp to do with what we are. 

the other h m d ,  "is changeless in the presence o? chmge. *r 

Now that we have some iden of what nersonalitg is, 
hopefully, we can ask, "'then is this absolutely changeless 
and absolutely unique reality of personality bestowed by 
the Unhersal Pather? When does the Father bestow us upon 
this physical Rnd human body?" 



nersonslity, a s  this registers In t h e  f i r s t  "unctioninti: 
of the sdjutanz mind-sDirit o 3  wisdon;, which signals the 
d i s p a t c h  of the Thought .Ldjuster 'ro~ the shores of' 
Divininpton, (1186:6) PeFsonality is 3resent at the time 
of the bestowal of the bestowal of the Thought pdjuster, 
but does the Father bestow personality just beFore or 
m i t e  a bit before the arrival of the Thought Adjuster? 

A iaw which has been discovered in the scientiYc 
study o? biological evolution is: ontogeny recapitulates 
phylogeny; that is, the growth of' the creature parsllels 
the evolutionary history of the entire species, In SI 

literal sense the growth o f  the crestture is a metaphor 
of the historical developnent of the species, A Melchiz- 
edek tells us that, 'Evolution is a cosmic technique of 
growth." (1 0 9 7 : s )  

A good example of this parallel relationship between 
the growth of the creature end the evolution o p  the specie 
c a n  Se seen in the develoDment of the human nervous system. 
Sim?listically, the very f i r s t  structure to apnear in the 
human fetus is the spinal cord. Next apneers the hind- 
brain, then the midbrain, and then the cerebral cortex, 
the most highly evolved structure o f  the nervous system 
and the part which enables us to think self-consciously, 
In the evolutionary historp of the species the exact same 
seauence ot development occurs excent that this growth 
t a k e s  some one-half billion vears instead of just A few 
short mnths. 

).bout S<q,cq7,nnq years qzo t h e  Life Cqrriers caTe t o  

drantis nnd made chree imolantntions o*  primitive nrayine 
L i c e , ' '  (667:7; Zxactlv O Q 2 , 5 i ~ i  vefirs n p o  Andon n n d  Fontn 
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were born on the west coast o F  the Mesopotamian penin- 
s u l a .  (737:8)  *'$. mutation within the s t o c k  o n  the pro- 
gressing F'rimates suddenly produced t w o  nrimitive human 
beings, the actuei ancestors of a l l  mankind." ( 7 q q : k )  
Andon and ?onta are the metaDhor ?or the evolution o c  the 
human species from animal to man. With Andon and Fonta 
the Universal Father chose to send his first two eternal 
children i n t o  .this world. Man errives suddenly on Urantia 

11 Of Andon and Fonta we are told that, ... their vague 
feeling o f  being something more t h a n  mere animnls W B S  
due to the presence of personality ..." (711 :7 )  "Very 
early t h e y  learned to engage in verbal communication; by 
the age of ten they had worked out an improved sign and 
word lenguage of almost half a hundred i d e a s  and had  
greatly improved and exnanded the crude communications 
technique of their ancestors. But try a s  hard  a s  they 
might they were able to teach only a f e w  of t h e i r  new sign 
and symbols to their parents." (798:6) 

?he sudden creation and development of' human langunge 
by the twins seems especially indicative 0" the presence 
and functioning of personelity. And this aDpearance of 
language occurs well becore the twins are ten years old, 
which is when they receive their Adjusters. "By t h e  use 
o f  signals and sounds snirnals a m  able to communicate w i t h  
each other in a limited way. Sut such f o m s  of' cornaun- 
icetion do not convey meanings, values, or ideas." (1775:7 
"Animals do have fellow "eelings, bu t  thev 60 not corn- 
municate concepts to e n c h  other; they can express emotions 
but not ideas end idenls. 11198:);: "?lnce an i rna l s  cannot 
co~aunic~tz Ldeos  to eecb? ntner, t h e y  csnnot develoD 
nprPon7li t v .  MRn develous n ~ r s o n ~ l i t v  becaune be cnn thug 

.? 
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Children begin to speek intelligently around t??e spe 

or' two. This is almost four years prior to the arrival 
of the Thought Adjuster. Since only  Dersonalities can 
develor, a language to communicate idens, personality must 
be twesent at least by the Age o? two. The two year old 
has attained the level of qindal self-consciousness but 
not yet the higher level o f  moral selC-consciousness. 
The t w o  year old comprehends ideas but cannot yet gmsp 
spiritual values. 

This natur8l develoDment "rom the ego consciousness 
of the material intellect to moral selt-consciousness is 
what enables us to recognize the difference between 
meanin- and values. With rnindal self-consciousness we 
comprehend meaning. With moral self-consciousness we 
perceive vzlues. 

Personality, then, is de-initely present by the age 

of two, but how long is personality present bepore a child 
utters his or her first word? 

We a r e  told that, "A child h a s  been in existence about 
nine months before it experiences birth." (11 3q:7) This 
statement led me to check bRck to Ggbriel's appearances to 
both Elizabeth find Mary. The Midwaver who was once assign- 
ec! to the watchcare of the Anostle Andrew tells us that 
Gsbriei 2Dneerec! to Elizabeth n ine  months betore the birth 
0 -  John the Dnptist. >hen Gabriel a3Denred to Nary, he 
s a i z ,  "To you, Y F I Y ~ ,  I brine c l a d  tidings when I announce 
t n a t  t h e  conception withia you is ordained by nenven ... 
( 1  3i~6:5) T h i s  Xidwaver n l s o  t e l l s  us t h n t ,  "Gnbriel's 
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announcement to X:ary was made the c a v  "ollowing t h e  con- 
ce7tion 0:' Gesus ... " ( 1 3 L 7 : ? )  

The Chief of Evening Stars informs us that, "Zoshua 
ben Joseph, the Jewish baby, was conceived and born into 
the world just a s  all other babies before and since excent 
that this particular baby was the incarnation o? Michael 
of Nebadon . . . " (1 31 7 :? )  In describing the mortal be- 
szoual careers of Paradise Sons, a Perfector of Wisdom 
from Uversa tells us thnt, "The method whereby a Paradise 
Son becomes ready f o r  mortal incarnation, becomes en- 
mothered on the bestowal planet, is a universal mystery .. 
( 228 : 6 ) 

From these statements there can be no doubt that per- 
sonality is bestowed by- the Universal Father before birth. 
The personality of the Paradise Son becomes "enmothered 
on the bestowal Dlanet," and this is how a l l  babies are 
conceived and born. i3ut does personality actually ar- 
rive at conception as seems to be implied in these state- 
ment s ? 

We saw that Andon and Fonta appeared A S  the result of 
a sudden genetic mutation with the progressing frimates. 
A t  the v e r y  moment or' conceotion the DRA o f  the Oertil- 
ized cell from which the twins grew was completely deter- 
mined; it was.Imow~ at  conception that t h e s e  twins would 
nave the evolved brain caDaci'Yy ~ h i c h  would enable them 
co rnariifest morr71 will, Perhaps tnere w a s  a sudden a n d  
corresnonding bestowal of personality, since the  'sther 
wculd s u r e l y  know this? 
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1 ;  
defiriite pattern emerges. Gn eat;?, cf thess six bestowals I '  

X i z h a e l  a-rived or; the bestowel pianet in the company of 
another personality. On the "rst incarnation a n  omnia- 
ph in  accompanied him to the Melchizedek world. On his 
seconci incarnation, a tertiapfiim accompanied Michael, 
E. seconaphim accompanied hiK to the headsuarters world of 
system 87 in constellation 61 on the third bestowal and 
presented his credentials to the System Sovereign. On 
t h e  !'ourth,fif'th, and sixth incarnations Gabriel accom- 
panied Michael to the bestowal Dlanet and presnted h i s  

credential to the authorities of' that planet. 

The pattern seems very clear. The incarnation of 
Micnael is always accompanied to the bestowal planet by 
another personality who introduces Michael to the planet. 
If this pattern 3olds f o r  the seventh bestowal, then per- 
sonality should be bestowed by the Universal Father at 
conception, since Gabriel's announcement to Mary would 
have been simultaneous with the arrival of Michael. 

it seems c l e a r  that personality is bestowed befo re  
birth. There is also a good deal of circumstantial evi- 
dence wnich indicates that personality is actually be- 
stowed at concention. It is certainly not beyond the 
power of the Father to know all beforehand. There is also 
the fact that personality is a Feality which is absolutely 
different froin spirit, mind, and matter; Dersonality 
literally transoends'spirit, mind, and matter. Xowever, 
the real question is: Does the 'u'niversal Father chose to 
bestow personality at conceptioz and does he bestow it 
upon every conceDtion of a m n  and a woman? 

'Jith this ?uestion w e  enter' the ciomein of faith w h e r e  



reason cannot ? @ n e t r a t e  u n t i l  someone f i n d s  something 
beyonci nnat 1 have  been a b l e  t o  find so f a r .  

Kevertheless, the " a c t  t h a t  p e r s o n a l i t y  is definitely 
bestowed before biTth and might, Ir, fact, actually be 
bestowed at conception, presents us w i t h  a very amazing 
picture of' who we are. Who are we b e f o r e  we are born, 
before we learn to t a l k ,  before we make our first moral 
decision? iiow are we to comprehend these d i f f e r e n t  mani- 
restations of personality? 

"Personality, while devoid of identity, can unify 
the identity of any living energy system." (7?25':?) 
"Human personality, while transcending i t s  constituent 
parts, is dependent on them f o r  functional identity. 
(1 23k:lc) "The phenomenon of' personality is dependent on 

the  persistence of the identity o 3  selfhood reaction to 
universe environment; and this can only be effected 
through the medium of mind." (1235:?) 

t f  

I:" psrsonality is who we a r e ,  and spirit, mind, and 
matter constitute what we a r e ,  then identity is vhere 
and when we are personally present. Tdentita is t h e  
experiential focal point of the personality. The location 
ot personal identity is the position of  personality in t b e  

cosmos. Personal identity is indispensable f o r  the r e a l -  
ization of personel experience. Personzlity is eternal. 
F'ersonal  identitv is experiential. 



is relative and subject to continual change. / I  

The apDarent transformations o? personality a r e  act- 
ually transformations in where and when our personal iden- 
tities are situated. Prior to the apnearnace o? language, 
the personality is wholly identiriea with the body, With 
the appearance of language, personality recognizes itself 
in mindal self-consciousness. Koral identity apnears with 
the gersonality’s first moral decision. Beyond moral self-/ 
consciousness lie the morontial identity of the soul and 
the spiritual identity of the Thought Adjuster. The 
path of personality evolution consists of the progressive 
transcendence of personal identity from material to 
spiritual levels of reality. 

Zvolution is the process o f  transcending the old with 
the new, and this applies to the evolu$ion of personal 
identity as well a s  to biolopicsl evolution. We do not 
lose 016 identities. We transcend them. And throughout 
ail of  these transformations of personal identity the 
personality never changes. Xhen we sre finaliters at last, 
we will still be just who we are today. 

, 

“Throughout all of these successive ages and stages 
of evolutionary growth, there is one part o c  you that re- 
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